
Kuala Lumpur : Beyond the Skyscrapers

Thean Hou Temple’s Secret Garden

The Thean Hou Temple, one of Kuala Lumpur’s iconic religious 
landmarks, is renowned for its grand architecture and vibrant 
cultural significance. However, beyond its majestic facade and 
bustling main areas lies a hidden gem: its serene secret garden.

Tucked away within the temple grounds, this tranquil retreat offers a 
stark contrast to the city’s energetic pace, providing visitors with a 
space for calm and introspection.

The garden is a harmonious blend of nature and artistry, featuring 
meticulously pruned bonsai trees that symbolize balance and 
longevity.

Gentle koi ponds, teeming with vibrant fish, add a soothing element, 
while intricately designed archways invite exploration and reflection. 

The Federal Territories of Kuala Lumpur, Labuan, and Putrajaya are often celebrated for their iconic landmarks and urban developments, but 
their hidden gems reveal another layer of beauty and intrigue. These lesser-known spots invite visitors to step off the beaten path and explore 
the quiet, soulful corners of each territory.

As we celebrate Federal Territories Day 2026, let us take the time to appreciate not only the grandeur of these regions but also their hidden 
treasures that make them truly special. Whether you’re drawn to Kuala Lumpur’s cultural enclaves, Labuan’s serene beaches, or Putrajaya’s 
natural sanctuaries, there’s something for everyone to discover and cherish in the Federal Territories.

Kuala Lumpur is synonymous with towering skyscrapers like the Petronas Twin Towers and vibrant streets such as Bukit Bintang. Yet, the city 
holds a wealth of hidden spots that reveal its quieter, more soulful side.

Discovering the Hidden Charms of The
Federal Territories
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Kwai Chai Hong

Nestled in a peaceful corner of Chinatown, Kwai Chai Hong is a 
hidden treasure that masterfully weaves together Kuala Lumpur’s rich 
history and contemporary art scene. 

This restored alleyway pays homage to the city’s vibrant past, 
particularly the bustling life of the 1960s, through its striking murals 
and thoughtfully preserved architecture. 

Surrounding the alley are an array of charming cafes and boutique 
shops, each contributing to the area’s unique blend of old-world 
charm and modern creativity.

Whether you’re savoring a cup of artisan coffee or exploring the 
curated selection of local crafts and artisanal goods, the atmosphere 
of Kwai Chai Hong invites you to linger and take it all in.

Rimba Ilmu Botanical Gardens

Tucked away within the University of Malaya campus, Rimba Ilmu, 
or the “Forest of Knowledge,” is a tranquil retreat and a testament 
to Malaysia’s lush tropical biodiversity. Spanning 80 hectares, this 
hidden oasis is a sanctuary for an incredible variety of flora and 
fauna, providing visitors with a peaceful escape from the hustle and 
bustle of the city.

Rimba Ilmu is more than just a botanical garden; it is an educational 
haven dedicated to promoting the appreciation and conservation 
of nature. The garden showcases an extensive collection of tropical 
plants, including rare and endangered species, making it a treasure 
trove for botany enthusiasts. 



Labuan: The Island’s Best-Kept Secrets
Labuan is often recognized as an offshore financial center and a duty-free haven, but this island territory offers much more beneath the 
surface. Its hidden gems include historical sites, pristine beaches, and underwater wonders.

Labuan’s World War II Memorial

Though not entirely hidden, the World War II Memorial in Kuala 
Lumpur remains a lesser-visited yet profoundly significant site. 
This solemn landmark honors the memory of those who sacrificed 
their lives during the Second World War, serving as a poignant 
reminder of the hardships endured and the resilience of the human 
spirit in times of conflict. 

Set within a beautifully landscaped garden, the memorial offers 
a tranquil space for quiet contemplation. The garden’s thoughtful 
design, with its manicured lawns, shaded pathways, and peaceful 
ambiance, creates a serene environment that complements the 
gravity of the site’s purpose. 

Papan Island (Pulau Papan)

Just a short boat ride from the bustling main 
island, Papan Island emerges as a serene 
retreat, perfect for travellers seeking a 
secluded and unspoilt getaway. Known for 
its crystal clear waters and pristine beaches, 
this hidden gem offers a tranquil escape 
from the crowds, allowing visitors to slow 
down and reconnect with nature in an idyllic 
setting. The gentle rhythm of island life, 
paired with sweeping coastal views, creates 
an atmosphere of complete relaxation from 
the moment you arrive.

The island’s calm shores are ideal for 
leisurely strolls along soft sands, sunbathing 
under warm tropical skies, or enjoying a 
quiet picnic by the water’s edge as waves 
lap softly against the shore. Shaded spots 
beneath swaying palms provide the perfect 
place to read, rest, or simply take in the 
peaceful surroundings. For those with a 
sense of adventure, the inviting turquoise 
sea calls for swimming and snorkelling, 
revealing a vibrant underwater world filled 
with colourful coral formations and lively 
marine life. Whether you are seeking stillness 
or simple outdoor adventure, Papan Island 
offers a refreshing escape where time seems 
to slow and everyday worries fade away. 



Labuan Bird Park

Nestled near the iconic Chimney Museum, the Labuan Bird Park is a serene retreat for bird enthusiasts and nature lovers alike. Often regarded 
as a hidden gem, this peaceful sanctuary is home to an impressive variety of exotic and native bird species, all housed within a spacious 
aviary designed to reflect their natural environments. Surrounded by lush greenery and shaded walkways, the park offers a relaxing setting 
where visitors can slow down and enjoy nature at close quarters.

The aviary showcases a diverse mix of birdlife, each adding colour, movement and sound to the verdant surroundings. From vibrant parrots 
and majestic hornbills to delicate finches and other small birds, the variety on display is sure to captivate visitors of all ages. Informative 
signage and well maintained enclosures further enhance the experience, making the park both an enjoyable and educational stop for families 
and wildlife enthusiasts.

Pulau Rusukan Besar

Labuan is widely regarded as one of 
Malaysia’s premier destinations for wreck 
diving, offering a unique underwater 
experience shaped by its rich maritime 
history. Scattered across the seabed 
surrounding the island are several historic 
shipwrecks, many of which date back 
to the Second World War. These sunken 
vessels have since been transformed into 
thriving artificial reefs, making Labuan a 
fascinating site for both history enthusiasts 
and experienced divers.

Among the most notable wrecks are Japanese 
cargo ships and naval vessels, now resting 
at varying depths and accessible to different 
levels of diving expertise. Over time, coral 
growth has enveloped the steel structures, 
creating dramatic underwater landscapes 
filled with schools of fish, soft corals and 
other marine life. Divers can explore cargo 
holds, engine rooms and decks, offering a 
rare glimpse into the past while surrounded 
by vibrant ocean life.

With generally calm waters and good 
visibility during the diving season, 
Labuan’s wreck sites provide rewarding 
dives that combine adventure, history and 
marine biodiversity. Whether you are an 
experienced wreck diver or looking to 
expand your underwater exploration, 
Labuan offers a memorable and distinctive 
diving experience unlike anywhere else in 
the region.



Putrajaya: Uncovering Its Quiet Charm
Putrajaya is often associated with its role as Malaysia’s administrative capital, with grand government buildings and well-planned infrastructure. 
However, the city holds a wealth of hidden gems that reveal its softer, more personal side.

Putrajaya Wetlands Park

Putrajaya Wetlands Park stands as one 
of the largest constructed wetlands in 
the tropics, offering a harmonious blend 
of environmental conservation and 
recreational opportunities. Spanning over 
335 hectares, this ecological wonder serves 
as a sanctuary for birdwatchers, nature 
enthusiasts, and anyone seeking tranquility 
amidst lush surroundings.

The park’s extensive network of walking 
and cycling trails meanders through verdant 
landscapes, offering visitors the chance 
to explore its diverse ecosystems at their 
own pace. Lookout towers are strategically 
placed, providing panoramic views of the 
wetlands and opportunities to observe 
a variety of bird species in their natural 
habitats. 

Moroccan Pavilion (Astaka Morocco)

Within the lush and expansive grounds of 
Putrajaya Botanical Garden, the Moroccan 
Pavilion is a hidden gem that effortlessly 
transports visitors into the heart of Morocco’s 
rich architectural and cultural heritage. 
Surrounded by landscaped greenery and 
tranquil pathways, this striking pavilion 
offers a moment of escape from the modern 
city, inviting visitors to step into a space 
where tradition, artistry and craftsmanship 
take centre stage.

The pavilion stands as a fine testament to 
the beauty of Moroccan design, seamlessly 
blending traditional architectural elements 
with intricate and vibrant mosaics that 
capture the charm and grandeur of North 
Africa. Every corner of the structure 
showcases remarkable attention to detail, 
from geometric patterns to carefully 
arranged tiles that reflect centuries old 
artistic techniques passed down through 
generations.



Seri Wawasan Bridge Night Lights

The Seri Wawasan Bridge, an iconic landmark in Putrajaya, is 
undoubtedly a marvel of modern engineering and design. While 
its architectural grandeur is impressive during the day, the bridge 
truly comes to life at night. As dusk falls, the Seri Wawasan Bridge is 
beautifully illuminated with a kaleidoscope of vibrant lights, casting 
its striking silhouette against the night sky. The lights reflect off the 
serene waters of the surrounding lake, creating a magical ambiance 
that is both peaceful and captivating.

The bridge’s unique design, with its sweeping curves and cable-
stayed structure, becomes even more pronounced in the soft glow of 
the lights, turning it into a dynamic visual masterpiece. 

Cruise Tasik Putrajaya’s Hidden Views

A cruise on Putrajaya Lake offers a peaceful and unique way to 
experience the city, showcasing its striking architecture and lush, 
landscaped surroundings from the water. As the boat glides gently 
across the calm lake, passengers enjoy views of iconic landmarks 
such as the Putra Mosque with its pink domes and graceful minarets, 
the impressive Putrajaya International Convention Centre, and the 
sleek Seri Wawasan Bridge.

From the water, these structures take on a new perspective, with their 
reflections mirrored perfectly on the lake’s surface. The gentle breeze 
and serene waters create a relaxing atmosphere, making a lake 
cruise a memorable and tranquil way to appreciate the beauty and 
charm of Putrajaya.


