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MUST VISIT ART GALLERY

KL LIFESTYLE ART SPACE
KL Lifestyle Art Space (KLAS) is an art gallery that boasts modern and contemporary 
artworks from Malaysia and around the region.  Through its gallery, KLAS intends to 
inculcate awareness about Malaysian artists and their works. This establishment will 
also provide the service of receiving consignments from artists or individual collectors, 
thereby making their artworks available to interested parties. Today, KLAS is one of 
the leading auction houses in Malaysia that sells high volumes of prized artworks 
during every auction.

Virtual Tours 
Tantalise Your Senses

Central Park
Get some fresh air – virtually, we mean – at the Big Apple’s iconic Central Park. One 
of the world’s most beloved public spaces, this bounteous park is located in midtown 
Manhattan. Thousands lounge on its green grass on warm days and walk on the forest-
like paths of the Ramble. Other attractions here are the Alice in Wonderland statue and 
an outdoor theatre dedicated to John Lennon. The virtual tour will walk you through the 
popular sites at Central Park as well as highlight important events that took place on its 
grounds.

youvisit.com/tour/centralpark

As we remain indoors during this MCO 2.0 to curb the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic, one need not completely 
abandon their wanderlust. Through virtual tours, we can be awestruck by the Great Pyramid of Giza, get lost in 
the paintings at the Louvre and evoke their inner child at Disneyland, all within the comfort of home. Here is a 
curated list of interesting tours you can embark on.

 British Museum
This national museum stunned the 
public when it opened its doors in 1759 
and it is still the most famous museum 
in London today, receiving around 5.8 
million visitors annually. Some of the 
venue’s more notable exhibits include 
controversial Parthenon sculptures, the 
Rosetta Stone and Sutton Hoo Ship 
Burial relics.

On a virtual tour of this renowned 
museum, prepare to be astounded by 
beautiful graphics. There are also cool 
interactive features such as a musical 
guide to the world.

britishmuseum.withgoogle.com

Guggenheim 
Museum, 
New York 

The unique corkscrew design 
of New York’s Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Museum means 
that visitors can journey up 
its spiralling ramp and view 
its collection of art in one 
continuous, unbroken journey, 
virtually. . 

artsandculture.google.com/
project/guggenheim-bilbao

National Palace Museum
This world-class museum in Taipei houses nearly 700,00 ancient Chinese imperial artefacts and 
artworks, easily making it one of the largest of its kind in the world. Some of the exhibits are 
kept by generations of Chinese emperors. Designed in the style of a Northern Chinese palace, 
the museum is a must-visit for travellers to Taipei. With the virtual tour, you can see a rich media 
presentation of some of the museum’s past and current exhibitions.

tech2.npm.edu.tw/720vr/museumen/views.html)

Le Musee du Louvre
If you always had a dream to visit Paris, 
especially the Louvre, now is the time to 
travel virtually.  Feel like you’re walking 
through its hallowed halls and view the 
multitude of fantastic collections online, 
thanks to a variety of virtual tours on 
the museum’s website. The Egyptian 
Antiquities tour, for example, showcases 
the Pharaonic period collection while the 
Remains of the Louvre’s Moat shows the 
museum’s past as a fortress.

louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITYENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITY



MUST VISIT ART GALLERYMUST VISIT ART GALLERY

LEVELS 3 & 5, ILHAM TOWER, NO 8, JALAN BINJAI, 50450 KUALA LUMPUR

EMAIL: INFO@ILHAMGALLERY.COM (FREE ADMISSION)

OPENING HOURS
TUESDAY – SATURDAY (11AM – 7PM) SUNDAYS (11AM – 5PM)  

CLOSED ON MONDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

ILHAM GALLERY KUALA LUMPUR
ILHAM is a public art gallery committed 
to supporting the development, 
understanding and enjoyment of  
Malaysian modern and contemporary art 
within a regional and global context.

MUST VISIT PUBLIC ART GALLERY

George Peabody Library
Formerly the Library of the Peabody Institute of the City of Baltimore, the 
library’s collection dates from the founding of the Peabody Institute in 1857. 
The library building opened in 1878 and was designed by Baltimore architect 
Edmund G. Lind, in collaboration with the Peabody Institute’s first provost, Dr. 
Nathaniel H. Morison. The stack room contains five tiers of ornamental cast-
iron balconies, which rise dramatically to the skylight 61 feet above the floor.

The library contains 300,000 volumes, mainly from the 19th century, with 
strengths in religion, British art, architecture, topography and history; American 
history, biography, and literature; Romance languages and literature; history of 
science; and geography, exploration and travel. The five-tier George Peabody 
Library  is considered so beautiful that sometimes weddings are held in its Neo-
Greco atrium. It was also funded by American financier and philanthropist 
George Peabody. 

artsandculture.google.com/story/hAUB7xhL5zT9rg

Grand Canyon
Fans of national parks should put the Grand 
Canyon on their travel bucket list. Big and 
beautiful, the Unesco World Heritage Site 
has some of the most magnificent vistas in 
the world. It is also home to a big range 
of flora and fauna, with the most famous 
animal here being the rare California 
Condor. On this tour, you will visit 
archaeological sites that lay mostly hidden 
for centuries. Archaeologists excavated 
the sites, exposing them for a few days 
or weeks during which time these images 
were taken. Immediately after excavation, 
the sites were reburied to protect them 
from further damage from exposure to 
the elements and possible damage from 
visitation. This tour is now the only way 
to experience these places where people 
once lived. Check out interactive 360° 
photos that show archaeologists at work, 
along with their tools.

nps.gov/features/grca/001/archeology

Virtual Tours

The Sistine 
Chapel
Hosted by the Musei 
Vaticani, everyone is 
able to go on a brilliant 
virtual experience, from 
Raphael’s Rooms to the 
Sistine Chapel. If you 
have a VR headset, you 
can get an even closer 
experience, as the tour is 
compatible with WebVR. 
You will feel like you’re 
actually there. 

museivaticani.va/
content/museivaticani/
en/collezioni/musei/
cappella-sistina/tour-
virtuale.html 

National Marine 
Sanctuaries 

Immerse yourself in the ocean and 
national marine sanctuaries without 
getting wet! These virtual reality voyages 
use 360-degree images to highlight the 
amazing habitats, animals and cultural 
resources you can find in each national 
marine sanctuary.

sanctuaries.noaa.gov/vr/

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITYENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITY



UNCHARTED
FEB 18

Street-smart thief Nathan Drake (Tom Holland) is recruited by 
seasoned treasure hunter Victor “Sully” Sullivan (Mark Wahlberg) 
to recover a fortune lost by Ferdinand Magellan 500 years ago. 
What starts as a heist job for the duo becomes a globe-trotting, 
white-knuckle race to reach the prize before the ruthless Moncada 
(Antonio Banderas), who believes he and his family are the 
rightful heirs. If Nate and Sully can decipher the clues and solve 
one of the world’s oldest mysteries, they stand to find $5 billion 
in treasure and perhaps even Nate’s long-lost brother...but only if 
they can learn to work together.

Genre: Action / Adventure
Cast: Tom Holland, Mark Wahlberg, Sofia Ali, Tati Gabrielle 
and Antonio Banderas.

AMBULANCE
FEB 18

Over one day across the streets of L.A., three lives will change 
forever. In this breakneck thriller from director-producer Michael 
Bay, decorated veteran Will Sharp (Emmy winner Yahya Abdul-
Mateen II), desperate for money to cover his wife’s medical bills, 
asks for help from the one person he knows he shouldn’t—his 
adoptive brother Danny (Oscar® nominee Jake Gyllenhaal). A 
charismatic career criminal, Danny instead offers him a score — 
the biggest bank heist in Los Angeles history, $32 million. With his 
wife’s survival on the line, Will can’t say no.

Genre: Action / Thriller
Cast: Jake Gyllenhaal, Yaya Abdul-Mateen II, Eiza Gonzalez, 
Keir O’Donnell, Garret Dillahunt and Devan Long.

DEATH ON THE NILE
FEB 11

Belgian sleuth Hercule Poirot’s vacation aboard a glamorous 
river steamer turns into a terrifying search for a murderer when a 
picture-perfect couple’s idyllic honeymoon is tragically cut short. 
Set against an epic landscape of sweeping Egyptian desert vistas 
and the majestic Giza pyramids, this tale of unbridled passion 
and incapacitating jealousy features a cosmopolitan group of 
impeccably dressed travelers, and enough wicked twists and turns 
to leave audiences guessing until the final, shocking denouement.

Genre: Mystery / Drama
Cast: Kenneth Branagh, Gal Gadot, Tom Bateman, Rose Leslie, 
Armie Hammer, Emma Mackey and Letitia Wright. 

MARRY ME
FEB 11

Pop superstar Kat Valdez is about to get married before an 
audience of her loyal fans. However, seconds before the ceremony, 
she learns about her fiance’s cheating ways and has a meltdown 
on stage. In a moment of inspired insanity, Kat locks eyes with a 
total stranger in the crowd and marries him on the spot. As forces 
conspire to separate the unlikely newlyweds, they must soon decide 
if two people from such different worlds can find true love together.

Genre: RomCom / Music
Cast: Jennifer Lopez, Owen Wilson, Maluma, Chloe Coleman, 
Kyndra Sanchez, Sarah Silverman and Utkarsh Ambudkar.

MOVIE REEL FEBRUARY 2022
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BY HIRANMAYII MOHANAN

CAROL YONG PHOTOGRAPHY

For the uninitiated, the Kumaar Family, born during the 
pandemic, is a YouTube channel helmed by Logesh 
and Rachel Kumaar and their two adorable sons. Their 
channel, featuring Malaysian-centric content as well as 
their daily lives is one that is relatable, engaging and makes 
every Malaysian proud. What started out as a passion 
project while having full-time jobs quickly became viral 
and celebrated. Merely two months after establishing 
their channel, they began to monetise YouTube and gave 
away their first pay cheque back to the community, with 
the stance that their success is a community effort. In 
the February issue, we talk to thriving YouTubers, Logesh 
and Rachel (via Zoom call) about their humble beginnings 

and all things YouTube. 

THE KUMAAR FAMILY
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MALAYSIAN BACKGROUND

1.TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF. WHICH PART OF MALAYSIA 
ARE YOU FROM?
Logesh: I’m a born-and-raised Klang boy. I lived in Klang for 
about 24 years of my life and I studied at Inti Subang for three 
to four years. So yeah, that was a big part of my childhood, 
living in Klang and growing up there. Klang, like people say, 
feels like a different country and part of it is because it’s very 
community-based there — everyone knows everyone. We feel 
very connected to each other in a cultural sense.

Rachel: I was born in the state of Texas and grew up here in 
America. I moved to California when I was little and grew up in 
the San Francisco Bay area. Our recent trip marks the seventh 
or eighth time that I’ve been to Malaysia and I absolutely love it. 
It’s my second home at this point. 

WHAT WAS THE TRANSITION LIKE BEING A MALAYSIAN 
BOY IN THE US?
Logesh: It was tough. Initially, I thought that I spoke the language 
so how hard could it be, right? But even the language is different 
because in Malaysia, we grew up learning British English and 
its system so there were a lot of barriers there. Then, culturally, 
Malaysia and America are polar opposites — it’s very different. 
So, I realised that I couldn’t continue living the Malaysian way 
so I kept my mind open to truly embrace the American culture, 
which has enabled me to be in the shoes of the people here and 
that has bridged the gap between Malaysians and Americans, 
for me. The experience was tough but you learn, adapt and 
grow as you go along.

Rachel: Living in any state in America has its own culture so I 
would say that Logesh is very Californian at heart. 

PRIOR TO YOUTUBE, WHAT DID YOU DO FOR A 
LIVING?
Logesh: Well, we’re still working full time and YouTube serves 
as our passion project. Prior to YouTube and at present, I’m 
in marketing. I work for a marketing agency where I do basic 
operations for them and we work with lots of clients. That’s 
primarily my job. 

Rachel: I’m a behavioural therapist and I work with children with 
autism. I’ve been doing it for 10 years now and I really enjoy it.

HOW DID YOU AND YOUR WIFE MEET?
Rachel: We met at church, actually. I had been going to that 
church for a while and Logesh was a new member there. There 
was a potluck the day we met and I saw him in line to get food, 
so I went over to say hi and he completely ignored me. That was 
my first lesson about Malaysians — that you can’t get in the way 
of them and their food (laughter ensues). After that, he finally 
came over to me to say hello and we talked for the rest of the 
evening and the rest is kind of history.

 IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT IS THE BEAUTY OF AN 
INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE AND ITS CHALLENGES?
Rachel: Being able to embrace a culture, for example, the 
American culture, but if you don’t fully agree with something, 
you can sort of pick and choose which part of the culture for your 
whole family to embrace. So, we have that unique opportunity. 
For example, I love the Malaysian culture of community and 
the importance of family and making it a priority to gather for 
meals. I love that. 

Logesh: With that said, there are challenges, for sure. Even if two 
people from the same race and culture get married, there are 
challenges from the different upbringings. When it comes to an 
interracial or cultural marriage, it’s even more challenging due 

PHOTOGRAPHER : ALL IS AMAZING

JOURNEY TO THE US & MEETING YOUR WIFE

YOU MIGRATED TO THE US 10 YEARS AGO. TELL US ABOUT 
THAT JOURNEY.
Logesh: The journey was actually a hard one. I moved to the US 
alone in 2011 to pursue a master’s degree in Project Management 
and that was a struggle because it wasn’t just moving to a new 
place, but a new country — a whole new culture and way of living. 
When I was in my teens, it was definitely challenging. The first 
six months, I battled with homesickness, having no friends and just 
trying to survive. But the lingering thought in my mind of how my 
parents worked so hard to send me here pushed me and kept me 
going to put their money to good use. Between then and now, a lot 
has happened, I got a job, met and married my wife and are happy 
with two kids. It has been an up and down journey with lots of ups 
and lots of downs but looking back, I wouldn’t change anything for 
the world. to the differences. So, both parties need to be open in communication 

and understanding and being open in embracing the culture.

Rachel: Different doesn’t mean wrong. You can have different 
upbringings and views but that doesn’t mean one or the other is 
wrong, it’s just different and we get to discuss that and discover what 
works for us and our children.  

LITTLE POSIE PHOTOGRAPHY

LITTLE POSIE PHOTOGRAPHY
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YOUTUBE

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO START A YOUTUBE CHANNEL 
AND THE CONTENT THAT YOU PUT UP?
Logesh: I’ve consumed YouTube for many years and it fascinated 
me. Watching vlogs and getting a point of view of someone 
else’s life and their experiences in life truly intrigued me. So 
several years ago, I decided to pick up the camera and start 
recording and so we did, but we never actually posted them 
because they were so bad. But fast forward two years later to 
being stuck in a pandemic and working from home, I decided 
to take another stab at shooting a couple of videos to see where 
that would take us. After uploading several videos and one of 
them going viral, the rest is history. I feel that we’re passionate 
about YouTube because what we’ve learned is that we’re able 
to inspire, encourage and make someone happy. That kind of 
influence on people is huge and it’s a big responsibility and 
privilege. Because of that, it’s a very unique and beautiful 
career. 

HOW DO YOU JUGGLE BETWEEN YOUR FULL-TIME JOB 
AND YOUTUBE?
Logesh: It’s tough. The first six to seven months was a real 
struggle because we did everything ourselves, from shooting 
the videos to editing and creating the subtitles. Our work-life 
balance was really affected so in month eight or so of doing 
YouTube, we decided to hire a team to support us through this. 
We now have an editor, someone who does the subtitles and 
a manager. By having a team, making YouTube videos has 
become more sustainable and we can focus on what we’re 
passionate about — documenting our lives and having a good 
work-life balance.  

YOU STARTED YOUR CHANNEL IN MAY OF 2020. WHAT 
DID IT FEEL LIKE RECEIVING YOUR FIRST PAYCHEQUE 
AND BEING ABLE TO MONETISE YOUTUBE?
Logesh: I was blown away. I couldn’t believe it, especially since 
there are so many people who put up videos for so long before 
finally being able to monetise, while we were able to monetise 
pretty early on. It was a wow moment because that meant there 
were many people who watched our videos and we had a small 

income from it. It was momentous and that’s why we decided 
to give away our first paycheque because it was so beautiful 
that it’s a community effort. It was overwhelming to receive a 
paycheque so early on and at the same time, we just wanted 
to give back to the community. We want to use this platform to 
make a difference. If we were doing this solely for the money, 
we would be burnt out.  So yeah, we try to give back as much 
as we can.

CREATING ENGAGING CONTENT ISN’T EASY. WHAT 
IS YOUR PROCESS IN CREATING CONTENT FOR YOUR 
CHANNEL?
Rachel: I feel like it varies week by week because we shoot 
content during the weekends. Sometimes, there are long stewing 
ideas of deliberating content that we want to shoot and other 
times, it’s the night before but we always try to think through 
what’s interesting, what the audience would care about and 
what we like too. We have an ongoing joke at the moment 
that our lives would be very boring without YouTube, especially 
during the pandemic since with two young children, we would 
have been inclined to stay at home but YouTube has forced us to 
venture out and experience new things. So, we plan our content 
based on what’s interesting to our viewers and us. 

Logesh: It has to be a good balance of stuff that we enjoy doing 
and what our audience wants. That’s how we try to formulate our 
ideas. For example, we love instant noodles and it’s something 
we eat off camera so we know our audience loves that too, so 
it fits.

 HOW DO YOU MAINTAIN A BALANCE BETWEEN 
SHARING ON YOUTUBE AND STILL HAVING SOME 
SENSE OF PRIVACY?
Rachel: That’s a great question because we always talk about 
what we share and what we keep private. I feel like it’s always a 
conversation and there are always moments too which we want 
to savour and capture for the audience, so it’s about finding that 
balance. But I feel a big part of it is having some boundaries 

and not crossing these, especially with our sons. We don’t do things 
for views or make them perform for the camera. That is just our life. If 
they want to be on camera, that’s great but if they don’t, that’s perfectly 
fine too. It’s also kind of how we shape our content — we don’t force 
anything on our kids or our audience.

YOU’VE CHECKED SO MANY MILESTONES THROUGH YOUR 
YOUTUBE JOURNEY, FROM BUYING YOUR WIFE HER DREAM 
CAR TO MOVING HOUSE AND THE BIRTH OF YOUR YOUNGEST 
SON. WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS OR REFLECTION ON YOUR 
JOURNEY THUS FAR?
Logesh: The first thought that sprung to mind is that YouTube has given us 
a bit more joy and excitement in our lives. I’ve always thought that I want 
to leave a legacy behind when I leave Earth. It’s pretty unbelievable that 
I get to impart some positivity now. So reflecting back on our journey, I’m 
thankful that I’m able to do this. It is a great privilege and a wonderful 
opportunity where people have placed us on a platform and supported 
us through this entire journey. 

Rachel: I think a neat part of it since our videos are vlog style is that 
we’re documenting our lives and it serves as a digital scrapbook that 
you can look back on. Funnily enough, I didn’t want to vlog about me 
being in labour and the birth of our son Kyren because it was that fine 
line between privacy and sharing. Then, Logesh suggested we just film 
it and if I didn’t like it, we didn’t have to upload it. So, we filmed it and 
I love having that memory, hence I agreed to post it. And I’m so grateful 
for having that memory because we have that experience documented. 
That’s another advantage of having these milestones documented, to 
look back on. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE BEST COMMENTS THAT YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED?
Logesh: There’s so many nice comments that we’ve received. I would say 
that 99.99 per cent of our audience leave the sweetest comments. I know 
it’s a cliche to say this but we do have the best followers in the world. 
They’re so sweet and encouraging. So, I can just pull out one comment.

Rachel: There is one comment that sticks because it happened not too 
long ago. So, in our videos, Logesh usually says, “What’s up fam or Hi 
fam, welcome back,” and the comment that they loved was that Logesh 
calling this a family. And I love that because they have been following 
our journey through the highs and lows and in light of everyone on Earth, 
we’re sort of connected to one another, so that really stuck with me. Our 
goal with YouTube is to connect and relate to people and this comment 
kind of summed it up beautifully.  

DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVOURITE YOUTUBERS AND WHY?
Logesh: Yes, Casey Neistat. I used to watch his videos almost everyday. 
He is an amazing storyteller — he has a wonderful way of sharing his 
stories, his videos are so engaging and part of the reason why I’m a 
YouTuber today is because of him. If I hadn’t watched those videos, it’s 
highly unlikely that we would have The Kumaar Family channel. 

Rachel: It’s so funny, I’m probably the worst YouTuber because I don’t 
watch much YouTube. I really like watching shorts or DIY things. I really 
enjoy watching Che Nom and her recipes. As a Minah Salleh, I’ve 
followed her recipes and made decent Malaysian food, mostly kuih and 
desserts. 

CAROL YONG PHOTOGRAPHY

CAROL YONG PHOTOGRAPHY
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BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

NOT ALL IS FAIR IN LOVE AND WAR

1. LACK OF TRUST
Trust is part of the foundation for a healthy 
relationship. Broken trust in relationships 
leads to depression, anxiety and insecurity. 
The relationship can suffer from a lack of 
intimacy. A lack of trust in a relationship opens 
the door to a host of other problems which, if 
left unresolved, may destroy whatever is left. 
A partner is someone for you to rely on, to be 
vulnerable with and to have in your corner. In 
the absence of trust, none of these things are 
possible. Without trust and not just trust that 
their partner will be faithful, but trust that their 
partner will behave in the best interest of the 
agreements of the relationship, there cannot be 
a sense of security.

2. HOSTILE COMMUNICATION
Hostile or aggressive communication can 
cause tension and create further distrust 
between partners. On the other end of the 
spectrum, healthy relationships rely on open 
communication, cooling down before things 
get too heated and respect. An aggressive 
communication style is characterised by high 

# OTHER SIGNS OF CONTROLLING 
BEHAVIOUR INCLUDE:

•Telling you what's right
•Threatening to out you
•Needing to know everything you do and 
who you're with
•Trying to manage your money
•Secluding you from loved ones or always 
being present when you are with others
•Acting like you don't know what you're 
talking about
•Requiring access to your personal devices 
such as phone or email accounts

4. LYING
Lying, no matter whether it’s a white lie or how 
small it is, erodes credibility over time. When a 
partner lies to you, it signals they don't respect 
you as a mutual partner who deserves honesty 
and care. The more lies, the more you crack 
the foundation and the basis of a relationship. 
Although you want to spare your partner’s 
feeling in say, their bad taste in music can 
sometimes backfire. The beauty of an intimate 
relationship is that lack of barriers. And that 
lack of barriers is what sets your relationship 
apart from all the other relationships in your 
life. If long-term intimacy is your goal, leave 
the lies behind.

5. TAKE AND TAKE, BUT NO GIVE
If your relationship consistently revolves 
around your partner and what makes them 
happy and your partner ignores your needs, 
it can be a sign of toxicity. Being considerate 
of your partner is one thing, but if you find 
yourself saying no to yourself frequently to 
say yes to them, you might want to consider 
setting some boundaries. Healthy relationships 
are designed to be a give and take, with both 
partners working together to provide support, 
encouragement and compassion during times 
of challenge, sadness or problems. In a healthy 
relationship, the couple flows between the role 
of being the supporter and being supported, 
providing a natural response to big and small 
issues in their life together, as a team.

Tell-tale Signs of a Toxic Relationship and Tips to Fix It

The line between healthy and unhealthy relationships can be quickly crossed and 
while it appears difficult to identify when you’re in the relationship, the red flags can 

be obvious to others. In this issue, we unveil how to identify signs of a toxic or abusive 
relationship and how to address it in healthy and safe ways.

emotion, low empathy and a focus on "winning" 
the argument at any cost. When a person uses 
aggressive communication, the rights of others 
are not even allowed to surface. When this 
happens, the other party feels victimised and 
relationships suffer.

# EXAMPLES OF AN AGGRESSIVE 
COMMUNICATION STYLE INCLUDE SAYING 
THINGS LIKE:

• "This is all your fault."
• "It's my way or the highway."
• "Do what I say."
• "I don't care what you have to say."
• "You never do anything right."
• "I don't agree with you so I don't have to 
listen to your opinion."
• "Everyone has to agree with me."
• "I'm right and you're wrong."
• "You owe me."
• "I'm entitled to this."
• "I'll get my way no matter what."

3. CONTROLLING BEHAVIOUR
Your partner doesn't have the right to control 
your actions or beliefs. One controlling 
behaviour to look out for is threatening loss 
of something, such as financial stability, time 
with your children or companionship. If your 
partner constantly makes you feel intimidated, 
insecure or guilty, you could be in a controlling 
relationship. Control in a relationship is a form 
of abuse.

# FIXING A TOXIC RELATIONSHIP
It is possible to mend a toxic relationship in 
certain instances — and when each partner 
is committed to trying. The relationship must 
become healthy and mutually beneficial for 
any potential to continue. Following are a few 
signs that you might be able to work things out:

•Willingness to Invest - to make the 
relationship work
•Acceptance of Responsibility - reflects 
interest in self-awareness
•Shift From Blaming to Understanding
•Openness to Outside Help

# MOVING FORWARD
Bear in mind, repairing a toxic relationship will 
take time, patience, and diligence. Follow these 
steps to turn things around. 

•Don’t dwell on the past
•View your partner with compassion
•Start therapy
•Find support
•Practice healthy communication
•Be accountable 
•Heal individually
•Hold space for the other’s change
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From lavish private beach picnics and dreamy beachfront dining by candle light, to sultry sunset cruises 
with cocktail in hand, hoteliers are more than happy to play cupid with ingenious romantic gestures to 

spoil their guests. So this Valentine’s Day, we bring you romantic holiday destinations fit for the occasion.

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

ROMANCE AND COUPLES
Romantic Destinations to Travel to This Valentine’s Day

From lavish private beach picnics and dreamy beachfront dining by candle light, to 
sultry sunset cruises with cocktail in hand, hoteliers are more than happy to play cupid 
with ingenious romantic gestures to spoil their guests. So this Valentine’s Day, we bring 

you romantic holiday destinations fit for the occasion. 

# BORA BORA, FRENCH POLYNESIA
Four Seasons Bora Bora

Boasting lush gardens, soft white-sand beaches and a tranquil lagoon 
fringed by gently swaying palm trees, Four Seasons Bora Bora Resort 
provides a true hideaway from the bustle of daily life. The luxury 
overwater bungalows blend classic Polynesian architecture with striking 
works of art, private plunge pools and deep-soaking baths, set beside 
sliding glass doors to maximise panoramic views of the lagoon. Situated 
on the beach, the two and three-bedroom bungalows offer private 
gardens and larger swimming pools. The lagoon setting of the spa is 
spectacular, with glass flooring beneath the treatment beds offering a 

# DUBAI
One&Only The Palm

Set beside a stunning stretch of shore, amidst landscaped gardens, 
fountains and pools, One&Only The Palm is a lush resort oasis — 
the perfect for your luxury Dubai holiday. With a Moorish-meets-
Andalusian style of architecture and a contemporary, Arabian chic 
interior design, understated elegance exudes throughout. Unwind beside 
the stunning main pool, lined with palm trees and luxury cabanas, or feel 

#ST BARTHS
Cheval Blanc St-Barth Isle de 
France

Cheval Blanc St-Barth Isle de 
France brings a sophisticated 
‘house party-style’ atmosphere 
to a slice of dazzling white sand 
that is unequivocally Caribbean. 
From the entrance hallway, with 
the sea framed at its end, this 
striking combination presents itself 
throughout with vintage French 
fabrics and sheer, natural linens 
which perfectly offset the vibrant 
blues of St Barths. Couples will 
adore spending time at this iconic, 
exclusive property, particularly if a 
romantic luxury holiday is the main 
focus for visiting this delightful 

# VENICE, ITALY
Cipriani, A Belmond Hotel Venice

From the moment you arrive, you 
feel the sense of calm that pervades 
Cipriani, A Belmond Hotel, Venice 
– a true classic. This mood continues 
through the gardens, where the kids' 
club is located – where works of art 
and sculpture are often showcased 
and where Casanova once held his 
clandestine trysts – onwards into the 
hotel’s vineyards and the hotel itself. 
Interiors are bedecked with delicately 

window onto the teeming, tropical world swimming below. A range of 
more energetic activities, such as scuba-diving, kiteboarding, sailing 
and fishing, are also on offer for guests. Whether beginning a romantic 
journey or celebrating years of love, the beautiful island of Bora Bora 
is the ideal holiday location for couples. Visits can be personalised with 
an array of romantic activities, such as private in-bungalow dining, a 
Tahitian beach barbecue on a private islet or a signature Kahaia Haven 
Ritual Spa treatment in the privacy of guest accommodation.

blown-glass and precious fabrics, 
where beautifully appointed rooms 
and suites all offer garden or lagoon 
views. From your classically elegant 
room or suite, you can explore 
the hidden wineries, tucked away 
boutiques and ancient grottos that 
are scattered across the area, and 
of course, take that all important 
romantic boat ride through the 
enchanting canals.

Caribbean island. The hotel offers 
a number of experiences dedicated 
to adding unforgettably romantic 
memories to each couple's stay, 
such as a day-long private yacht 
charter that includes dropping 
anchor at Petit Anse des Salines 
to enjoy a gourmet picnic on the 
beach, before heading back to 
the yacht to enjoy a spa treatment, 
returning to the hotel as the sun 
sets, glass of Champagne in hand. 
Private beach barbecue picnics 
can be arranged (with fireworks 
if required), while romantic spa 
experiences and personalised wine-
tasting - culminating in a romantic 
meal with wine pairings at the 
hotel's signature restaurant - are all 
available for couples to enjoy.

the soft sand of the private swathe of beach beneath your feet. Away 
from the crowds and cars of urban Dubai, cherish tender moments in this 
intimate beachfront resort. The air of romance oozes from this exquisite 
address, a place where you can play in the sea and lounge on oversized 
daybeds and enjoy lavish private dinners relishing astonishing, Michelin-
starred, food. Float away stress with a special couple's spa treatment 
and explore the desert on camelback, the sun's twilight rays glowing 
across the dunes. 
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The enclave of Bukit Damansara has quickly become a favourite for not just its luxurious home, posh boutiques 
and fancy fitness centres, but its valhalla of restaurants and cuisines. 

Check out our fool-proof foodie foodie’s guide to this part of the neighbourhood. Enjoy!

# KRUNG THEP

Krung Thep, short for Krung Thep Mahanakhon, or Bangkok as we 
know it, is a collective experience with support from Michellin-starred 
restaurant and bar inspirations. The team behind Krung Thep set 
forth on their mission to share the true flavours of Thai cuisine which 
originates from a strong sense of tradition but hoisted by innovation 
and progress. While this eatery may be named after the beating heart 
of Thailand, their food is a culmination of the flavours from all four 
main regions of the country, giving the complex flavours of spicy, 
sweet, sour, and salty. Aside from the classics such as Tom Yum Goong 
and Pineapple Fried Rice, the menu at Krung Thep has an extensive 
range of seafood and meat dishes prepared to deliver flavours native 
to the Land of Smiles. Relish in dishes such as Gai Yang, a boneless 
marinated chicken grilled over charcoal and served with a spicy 
tamarind sauce. It goes really well with a som tam or a bowl of noodles 
like the pad see ew. The Pineapple Fried Rice is among the highlights 
here, made with aromatic spices, crunchy veggies, Thai jasmine rice, 
cashew nuts and is garnished with charred juicy pineapple pieces.

G05, Ground Floor, Republik, 1, Jalan Medan Setia 1, Bukit Damansara, 50490 
Kuala Lumpur.

# NOURISH BY KENNY HILLS BAKERS

Eating healthy is not about size, it’s a lifestyle. Nourish by Kenny 
Hills Bakers is a brilliant addition to the slew of restaurants in Bukit 
Damansara, offering wholesome nourishment for the body and soul. 
Its gluten-free kitchen, healthy meals, refined sugar-free menu will have 
your body singing songs approval. Start with the Classic Avo Toast 
topped with everyone’s favourite pairing — smoked salmon and a runny 
fried egg. It’s also garnished with crispy chickpeas and pomegranate 
for some added texture. Another wholesome dish is the restaurant’s 
Mushroom Risotto, a healthy rendition with barley as its base for its 
amazing benefits including flushing toxins, regulating digestion and 
keeping your cholesterol and blood sugar in check. It comes hot and 
creamy with truffle paste, fresh parmesan cheese and crispy leeks. One 
word, glorious. 

No. 35, Jalan Medan Setia 1, Bukit Damansara, 50490 Kuala Lumpur.

# GINRIKSHA

Situated in the bustling neighbourhood that is Bukit Damansara is a 
hidden gem by the name of GinRikSha. Its unique name is derived 
from ‘Jinriksha’, a Japanese term describing the two-wheeled vehicle 
pulled by man’s strength. It is clear that the restaurant prides itself 
in being about our people as they are about food. The focus of this 
establishment’s menu now is the flavours of India, but don’t expect 
a typical traditional meal here. Creativity drives the construction of 
the menu and one can expect compelling dishes in the form of small 
plates and bigger plates.  In GinRikSha’s quest to embody the soulful 
connections food can create, they serve their menu family-style. The 
best way to experience their dishes are through sharing plates to 
ensure everyone gets a bite of their lovingly-crafted recipes. Under 
the To Share… Or Not segment comes the Spiced Cauliflower Rice 
— a healthy, hearty rice alternative that goes great with GinRikSha’s 
pan roasted mutton, banana leaf baked seabass, kerala prawn or 
seriously just on it's own.

37, Ground Floor, Plaza Damansara, Jalan Medan Setia 1,, Bukit Damansara, 
50490 Kuala Lumpur.
 
# FRANGIPAANI

Nestled within a colonial mansion in Damansara Heights, 
Frangipaani offers a taste of India through its comforting 
Indian classics. The divine fare is elevated by its luxurious 
space, bedecked in wood, mosaic tiles and light fixtures 
that brings you back to the prime of British colonialism. 
The space flows out onto an al fresco patio embellished 
by potted plants. 

The menu at Frangipaani is a love letter to centuries 
of culinary heritage and its extensiveness promises 
something for every palate. To start, choose Aloo and 
Moon Sprouts, which happens to be Frangipaani’s 
healthier rendition of the paani puri. From the mains, 
you can’t go wrong with the north Indian favourite — 
Butter Chicken or Lamb Rogan Josh. Smothered in the 
right amounts of tomato with ginger and coriander, 
we find the Rogan Josh best lapped up with a side of 
naan. Another must-try lamb item would be the Lamb 
Chops. Marinated overnight in yoghurt and spices and 
paired with masala curry, the tender meat falls of its 
bone with barely any effort. Indulging in Indian fare isn’t 
complete without rice. So, order yourself a Chicken or 
Mutton Briyani presented in an individual-sized crock 
pot, served alongside velvety raita sprinkled with black 
sesame and pomegranate. Each mouthful of this beauty 
is a celebration of flavours. For dessert, succumb to the 
call of a Gulab Jamun or indulge in a post-dinner tipple 
with the likes of Chai Martini and Indian Passion. 

The Republik, Lot No M.03, Mezzanine Floor, Jalan Medan Setia 
Bukit Damansara, 50490 Kuala Lumpur. 

Classic Dum Briyani Spiced Cauliflower Rice

Classic Avo Toast Gai Yang

A Foodie’s Guide to Bukit Damansara
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

22 l KL LIFESTYLE  KL LIFESTYLE l 23 



Light Capture Café 
by H.O.N
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Maintaining the best of the heritage 
charms of its building, Light Capture by 
H.O.N infuses a contemporary touch into 
the beauty of a time-tested building. Its 
high ceilings and what seems to almost be 
floor-to-ceiling windows allows the natural 
light to pour in and give an almost vintage 
romantic character to the ambience. Donned 
with an interior and exterior reminiscent 
of an old industrial warehouse, the three-
floor establishment invites patrons into its 
spaciousness with the smell of freshly brewed 
coffee and a symphony of aromas from the 
wide variety of food.

A quick glance at its menu and it can be 
seen that the heart and soul of the menu is 
an East-meets-West interpretation. Patrons 
can choose from a wide variety of Western 
mains and local favourites. We started our 
culinary journey with the French Toast with 
Buttercream from the breakfast menu. The 
sweet golden French toasts with their crispy 
exterior and a pillowy mouthfeel made the 
perfect bed for the smooth and slightly tangy 
buttercream. 

The Locker & 
Loft 

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

A speakeasy-style bar and restaurant, The 
Locker & Loft is a restaurant centred around a 
modern cocktail bar. A discreet establishment, 
somewhat hidden away from the city crowd, 
it was established to make cocktails fun and 
accessible by pricing it reasonably and 
putting unique twists to the typical cocktails. 
The outlet is set apart from generic cocktail 
joints with the installation of a full dining 
menu. At its core, The Locker & Loft places an 
emphasis on highlighting the fresh local herbs, 
spices and fruits incorporated into its food and 
drinks, giving these a fusion note. The interior 
of the establishment has been built with the 
idea of a distillery as its muse and a 25-foot 
copper bar being one of the main attractions 
of the outlet.

We then moved on to the Grilled Salmon 
pasta, a plateful of spaghetti prepared in a 
way reminiscent of Chinese stir-fried noodles, 
served with an assortment of vegetables and a 
big piece of grilled salmon over the bountiful 
spaghetti. If you are a fan of burgers, the LC 
Fish Burger is a must-try at Light Capture Café. 
A thick and crispy fried fish is layered among 
a sunny side up egg and fresh greens, all 
stacked perfectly between toasted buns and 
served with a side of seasoned fries. Whether 
you are there to enjoy the wide range of mains 
or to just sit and relax with a slice of cake 

and cup of coffee, Light Capture Café sets the 
perfect tone for comfort and is quickly rising to 
fame in the Klang Valley café scene.

Light Capture Café, *Western cuisine *Local cuisine 
(pork-free),81 & 83, Jalan Tun H S Lee, City Centre, 
50000 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 010-232 8183

LC Fish Burger Light Capture Café

Egg and Hash

Kelapa Rock

Looking at its cocktails, we had to try the 
house special Kelapa Rock, a mixture of fresh 
coconut water, vodka and a simple syrup. The 
cooling effect of the coconut water offset the 
warmth of the vodka and made it seem almost 
like a refreshing cocktail. For those with a 
sweet tooth, the Kaya Mon might be the drink 
for you. A combination of Cuban dark rum, 
kaya, coconut water and santan (coconut milk) 
shaken well to create a sweet treat. 

Not forgetting about its full dining menu, the 
list of mains is surprisingly long with a variety 
of dishes to choose from. We tried the Nasi 
Goreng Haram, a wok-fried kampung style 
fried rice with bacon, water spinach or locally 
known as ‘kangkung’, egg and little sweet bits 
of lap cheong. The dish epitomises Asian-style 
fried rice, a little smoky from being wok-fried 
and strong in spice and seasoning flavours. 
Next was the Kam Heong Seafood Pasta, a 
serving of linguine tossed in a thick gravy of 
aromatic Kam Heong sauce and topped with 
squid, clams and prawns. Reminiscent of a 
typical Asian home cooking, the Kam Heong 
Seafood Pasta was a unique savoury treat 
to accompany the equally unique cocktails. 
Making the best of the local flavours and 
offerings, The Locker & Loft has infused the 
soul of Asian influence into its food and drinks. 
It truly is a hidden den of surprises.

The Locker & Loft*Asian cuisine *Casual dining (non-
halal), 40A, Jalan SS 20/10, Damansara Kim, 47400 
Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Tel: 017-377 3766

Hani Eatery
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

The concept of simplicity and minimalism 
has been creeping its way into the city’s café 
culture as of late. Single tones and minimal 
décor have been seen to be the latest trend, 
leaving the storytelling to the creative food 
and drinks of the café. Hani Eatery is one of 
such cafes, seemingly hidden from the hustle 
and bustle of Bangsar. The simple beige 
tone drapes the entire establishment with the 
interior filled with a unique blend of seating 
furniture, from lawn chairs to wicker woven 
seats. The unique simplicity of Hani Eatery 
is exuded in every corner of the café, but 
it cannot be said the same for its food and 
drinks.

The heart of the menu at Hani Eatery is 
Japanese cuisine with a little dash of fusion. 
While its dine-in menu may seem very limited 
in choices, each dish has been carefully 
curated by the creatives at the café to 
produce a beautiful balance of flavours in 
each dish. One of the standout dishes from its 
menu is the Gochujang Karaage Don, a bowl 

of plump Japanese rice served with juicy deep-
fried karaage smothered in the gochujang 
sauce topped with hanjuku tamago, Korean 
salsa, pickled radish and a green salad. The 
play of textures along with the combination of 
sweet, spicy and savoury works perfectly to 
create a unique flavour profile to the dish. 

We also enjoyed the Yuzu Sesame with Knife-
Cut Noodles, a foundation of hand-cut noodles 
topped with pulled chicken drenched with its 
homemade spicy sauce and garnished with 
shredded vegetables, hanjuku tamago and 
deep-fried chips. A friendly neighbourhood 
café, Hani Eatery puts a twist to its food and 
drinks, not leaving out the sweet treats too. Its 
unique identity can be enjoyed visually and by 
the palate as well.

Hani Eatery *Japanese cuisine *Fusion (pork-free), 
20A, Lrg Ara Kiri 2, Bangsar, 59100 Kuala Lumpur.
Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 010-299 4883

JOLOKO
BY HIRANMAYII MOHANAN

Hidden behind lush greenery along the 
streets of Chow Kit, an Afro-Caribbean 
restaurant and bar has made itself one of 
the unique installations of the food scene 
in the heart of the city. Reminiscent of the 
Caribbean region, the restaurant cum 
bar greets you with a thick wall of trees. 
Crossing the threshold, the mosaic tiles, 
artistic murals and smell of spices, tequila 
and mezcal in the air creates an authentic 
tropical Caribbean experience. 

The menu at Joloko, as with exploring the 
Caribbean, is an adventure in itself and 
how we start sets the tone for the rest of 
the adventure. We started our Caribbean 
experience with the Guava Glazed Prawn 
Tostadas from the seafood pickings. The 
spices of the curried prawns danced 
beautifully with the nutty fava beans and 
freshness of the pickled red cabbage to 
rouse the palate. 

It would not be an authentic Caribbean 
experience if we did not try the Jamaican Jerk 
Chicken. Unlike the typical smoky flavours 
of contemporary barbeque, the jerk chicken 

has created a Caribbean island within the heart of 
Kuala Lumpur and is serving up the flavours of the 
Caribbean.

Joloko *Afro-Caribbean cuisine *Casual dining (pork-free)
43, Jalan Kamunting, Chow Kit, 50300 Kuala Lumpur, 
Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2694 1100

Gochujang Karaage _ Yuzu sesame

incorporates a tangy and savoury flavour 
with a peppery kick from the chili pepper. 
The sweetness of the mango relish and tang 
of the pickled cabbage creates a freshness to 
the dish. The Grilled Red Snapper is not to be 
overlooked either, the fish grilled to flake off 
the bone and bringing out the freshness and 
the umami of the fish.Possibly a unicorn in 
the food scene within the Klang Valley, Joloko 

Jerk Chicken Guava Prawn
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Nobu Kuala Lumpur
BY HIRANMAYII MOHANAN

In anticipation of the season of love and 
togetherness, Nobu Kuala Lumpur presents a 
delectable feasts for guests with two specially-
curated menus for Chinese New Year and 
Valentine’s Day respectively. Start The Year of 
the Tiger on an auspicious note, with the Nobu 
Style Fortune Platter where guests can enjoy 
a selection of two dishes made for sharing. 
Specially created for Chinese New Year, toss 
to prosperity and abundance with the ultimate 
sharing platter — Sashimi Fortune Platter for 
RM188++, which comes with slices of tuna, 
salmon and botan ebi paired with freshly-made 
sour plum sauce, exuding tangy notes that 
makes for a delectable experience. In addition 
to the menu is the New Year ‘Nabemono’ 
comprising Wagyu short rib, scallop, sea 
cucumber and foie gras, priced at RM288++. 
These dishes are made perfect for two. 

The mere mention of Positano 
brings up a vision of pebble 
beachfront, sea-cliff enclave 
and narrow streets lined with 
boutiques and cafes. Positano 
Risto in Publika brings the bold 
flavours of this town to Malaysia, 
minus the pork and alcohol. 
There’s a lot to love here, from 
the cosy, breezy ambience of 
the al-fresco and indoor seating 
to its flavourful fare. We evoke 
the spirit of Positano by ordering 
refreshing mocktails to provide 
some respite from the afternoon 
heat. The Blue Electric Lemonade 
is concocted using lemon and 
lime syrup, sun dried orange, 
grenadine syrup and soda water 
for that fizz. Maroon 5, on the 
other hand, sees dollops of 
fresh watermelon, mixed in with 
lemon juice, peach and sprite. 

Specially curated for Chinese New 
Year, the restaurant presents the 
Five Season Ravioli Platter — a 
handcrafted, Italian take of dumplings 
served alongside homemade sauce 
including Pormodoro, Garlic Cream 
and Pesto Sauce. Featuring spinach, 
mushroom and duck fillings, this is a 
great choice for sharing during the 
festivities. Positano Risto takes pride in 
its handmade ravioli and is inspired 
by the food of the Italian countryside. 
Comfort comes in the form of Surf & 
Turf, a sharing platter designed for 
Valentine’s Day, available throughout 
the month of February. This culinary 
adventure sees Half Lobster Thermidor 
and Half Honey Glazed Short Ribs 
paired with gourmet sides to complete 
the experience. Surf & Turf is a 
celebratory meal that revolves around 
love and bringing people together.

The gastronomic experience ended on an indulgent and 
sweet note with the ever popular Positano Signature 
Oreo Chocolate Lava Stack. This decadent dessert sees 
an assemblage of warm molten dark chocolate lava 
cake perched on a slice of homemade Oreo mud pie 
ice cream, drizzled with chocolate and caramel sauce. 
To sum up, the dining experience at Positano Risto is 
stellar and reminiscent of the Italian beachfront.

We then whet our palates with the crowd favourite 
appetiser — Salmon Rosé Gnocchi. Beautifully 
presented and boasting a delightful aroma, the 
homemade gnocchi sits amid a moat of creamy rosé 
(tomato base) topped with mascarpone cheese and 
cured salmon, which lends some brininess to the dish. 
The squid ink touille which acts as garnish also elevates 
the gnocchi by adding some crispness. Soon after the 
fluid ebb and flow of plates, Positano Risto’s signature 
Squid Ink Seafood Spaghetti arrives. Brimming with 
seafood galore — clams, tiger prawns and squid, the 
spaghetti is tossed in a homemade squid ink sauce 
and chilli. The spice level is customisable according 
to customers’ preference, from mild to spicy for thrill 
seekers. That said, the true allure of this dish lies in the 
lemongrass infusion which conveys an Asian twist to this 
popular dish.

Valentine’s Day, on the other hand, calls for 
an Omakase Love Affair at Nobu. Pairing the 
restaurant’s romantic ambience with a unique 
and lavish six-course menu, your loved ones 
are in for a treat. The six-course menu begins 
with a delicate and gently-seared Tuna Tataki 
with Tofu Sauce that melts in the mouth; the 
perfect appetiser. The next dish on the menu is 
the signature Chef’s Sushi Selection comprising 
fresh cuts of Kampachi, Ebi, Salmon and 
Madai, specially selected by Head Sushi Chef 
Masa. 

Leading up to the hot dishes is the Steam Coral 
Grouper with Wasabi Corn Salsa and Umi 
Budo, which is also known as sea grapes that 
pops in your mouth with every bite to make for 
an exquisite dish. The highlight of the menu 
features a mouth-watering serving of Nobu’s 
signature Wagyu Sirloin with smoked black 
bean miso, pickled radish and carrot puree, as 
well as Mushroom Foie Gras Miso Soup. The 
delectable menu comes to a sweet end with the 
Yuzu Raspberry Tarte served with Jasmine Tea 
Jelly and Beetroot Sorbet. The Omakase Love 
Affair at Nobu menu is priced at RM550++ 
per person and is available only from Feb 12 
to 14. 

Nobu - New Year Nabemono Omakase Love Affair Sashimi Platter

Positano Risto at Publika
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Mocktails

Salmon Rosé Gnocchi Squid Ink Seafood Spaghetti

Positano Signature Oreo Chocolate Lava Stack 

Five Season Ravioli Platter

Nobu Kuala Lumpur*Japanese cuisine *Fine dining (pork-free), 
L4A-05, Level 4A Shoppes at Four Seasons Place Kuala Lumpur 

No, 145, Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-2380 0028

Positano Risto at Publika*Italian cuisine *Casual dining (halal), 
Block C1, Lot 2, Level 3, Publika Shopping Gallery Kuala Lumpur.

Tel: 603-6411 3799
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FERNET SOUR

Method:
Place all ingredients in a cocktail shaker and add a 
handful of ice. Shake until cold. is an Italian bitter: 
a liqueur made with a mix of herbs and spices. 
It has a higher alcohol content than most bitters: 
40 to 45% alcohol. Strain into a cocktail glass. If 
desired, garnish with a lime wheel.

Ingredients:

• 2 tablespoons of Fernet-Branca
• 2 tablespoons of Green Chartreuse
• 2 tablespoons of lime juice
• 2 tablespoons of simple syrup

Here’s a fancy craft cocktail to impress all your friends: 
the Fernet Sour cocktail. This Fernet cocktail is one of the 
most unique craft cocktails. It’s also known as the Industry 
Sour, starring bitter and herbal Fernet-Branca, funky green 
Chartreuse, and lime juice. 

Unique Tipples
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

What’s a meal without the perfect drink? Try your home 
mixologist skills with the following cocktails.

TRINIDAD SOUR

Method:
Place the Angostura bitters, rye whiskey, orgeat syrup, 
and lemon juice in a cocktail shaker. Add 2 handfuls 
of ice and shake until cold. Strain the drink into a 
cocktail glass. That’s it. You don’t even need a garnish. 
If you’d like one, you can always add a lemon peel. 

The Trinidad Sour is a modern classic cocktail that stars an 
unprecedented amount of Angostura bitters, along with lemon 
juice, orgeat syrup and whiskey. It was created in 2009 by 
New York City bartender Giuseppe Gonzalez, who was 
inspired by the award-winning Trinidad Especial cocktail.

Ingredients:

• Lavender sugar, for rimming
• 1 1/2 ounces of Angostura bitters
• 1/2 ounce of rye whiskey
• 1 ounce of orgeat syrup
• 3/4 ounce of lemon juice

LAVENDER COLLINS

Method:
Add the gin, syrup and lemon juice to a cocktail shaker 
with 4 ice cubes. Shake well until chilled. Strain the 
liquid into an ice filled glass, and top off the glass 
with soda water. Add a lemon wheel and if you like, 
a sprig of lavender or fresh rosemary.

Ingredients:

• 2 ounces of dry gin
• 3/4 to 1 ounce of lavender simple syrup
• 1 ounce of lemon juice
• 1/2 cup soda water
• Ice
• For garnish: lemon slice, lavender or rosemary 

sprig

Here’s an herbal, sweet tart cocktail that’s a new favourite 
around here: this Lavender Collins Cocktail. It’s a spin on the 
classic Tom Collins starring this fresh herb. It’s sweet tart, zing 
and bubbly, with a subtle floral finish to each sip.

GOLD RUSH

Method:
You’ll want to use a great bourbon for the Gold Rush. 
Add the bourbon, lemon juice, and honey syrup to a 
cocktail shaker. Fill with a handful of ice and shake 
until very cold. Strain the drink into a lowball or Old 
Fashioned glass. Serve with ice and a lemon wedge. 
How to take this Gold Rush to the next level? Add 
clear ice. Clear ice is is crystal clear ice that doesn’t 
have the cloudiness that normal ice has.

This craft cocktail has a retro name and a sweet tart flavour —  
the Gold Rush! The name makes it sounds like a 1920’s mixed 
drink, but it’s actually a modern take on the classic whiskey sour. 
It features a homemade honey syrup. Take it over the top with 
handmade crystal clear ice. The combination of the zing of the 
lemon, the nuance of the honey, and the spicy whiskey finish 
is perfection.

Ingredients:

• 4 tablespoons of bourbon
• 2 tablespoons of fresh lemon juice
• 1 1/2 tablespoons of honey syrup
• Lemon wedge for garnish
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A Delectable Chinese New Year
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

W KUALA LUMPUR

Ring in the new year with Chinese favourites redefined with a contemporary 
twist at Yen, in W Kuala Lumpur. This Chinese New Year, YEN presents 
flavoursome set menus, a la carte specialties, varieties of Yee Sang, a 
special CNY selection of dim sums, the CNY-themed afternoon tea aptly 
named Prosperi-Tea, and CNY hampers for gifting. For individuals or big 
families who appreciate the tradition of gathering around the table and 
enjoying course meals, there are four set menus to choose from — Great 
Prosperity, Rich Fortune, Happy Reunion and Wealth Treasures. These sets 
include Yee Sang and Lunar New Year staples such as Braised “Monk 
Jump Over The Wall”, Superior Chicken Soup, Stewed Money Bag, 
Whole Abalone, Sea Cucumber, Sun-Dried Oyster and Sea Moss, as well 
as Steamed Layer Traditional Sponge Ninko Cake with gula Melaka for 
dessert. Spread love and prosperity with the W2GO Lunar New Year 
hampers — YEN’s Prosperity Hamper and YEN’s Premium Prosperity 
Hamper. The former includes Yen’s XO Sauce, Premium Dried Mushrooms 
and Pu-Er Tea, Yen’s Premium Double Boiled Soup Sachets, Yen’s Red 
Packets, Mandarin Oranges and Chinese New Year Cookies with the 
option to add on one bottle of wine or liquor. The latter includes Abalone 
and Dried Scallops, Yen’s XO Sauce, Premium Dried Mushrooms and Pu-
Er Tea, Yen’s Premium Double Boiled Soup Sachets, Yen’s Red Packets, 
Mandarin Oranges and Chinese New Year Cookies with the option to add 
on one bottle of wine or liquor.

Tel: +6012 347 9088

PULLMAN KUALA LUMPUR CITY CENTRE HOTEL & 
RESIDENCES

From Jan 15 to Feb 15 2022, Pullman KLCC Hotel & Residences offers a 
variety of  dining options for families to gather in the usual Chinese New  
Year tradition. The menu spans must-have Chinese Set menus, takeaway 
options, to fortune gift baskets and CNY themed cup cakes. With the recent 
arrival of new Chinese Head Chef, David Poh at Red Chinese Cuisine — the 
hotel’s Cantonese cuisine restaurant, he has created interesting fusion dishes 
including CNY signature dishes such as Oven-Baked Five Spice Chicken 
Roulade topped with Szechuan Crumble, Shimeji Mushrooms, Braised 
Winter Melon Soup with Seafood and Baby Abalone, Seafood Pot and 
the quintessential must have The Prosperity Toss – featuring South African 
Abalone, Soft Shell Crabs and Passion Fruit Yee Sang. The Chinese fine 
dining menu is priced from RM330 per person, with a minimum order for 5 
persons or the reunion set menus of RM1,888, RM2,288 and RM2,588 per 
table of 10 persons. Each set menu is available for lunch and dinner and also 
caters for smaller families at a table for 5 persons. For those who prefer to 
dine at home, Pullman KLCC Hotel & Residences also offers takeaways with 
some great options of customary lucky Chinese New Year foods, that are 
said to help bring good fortune – Abundance Poon Choy (RM388, serving 
for 4 persons and RM888, serving for 10 persons), Seafood Boat (RM288 
per boat, serving for 4 to 6 persons), 4 Hot & Cold Combination (RM188 per 
set, serving for 4 to 6 person) and 5 Hot & Cold Combination (RM228 per 
set, serving 4 to 6 persons), Reunion Waxed Meat Rice (RM120 per portion, 
serving for 6 to 8 persons) and Prosperity Chicken (RM88 per bird).

Tel: +603 2170 8888

NEW WORLD PETALING JAYA HOTEL

Tucked next to Paradigm Mall, New World Petaling Jaya Hotel celebrates the 
festivities with The Grrrrrreat Feast. The roarsome galore will commence with 
themed Chinese New Year buffet spread in Pasar Baru, the hotel’s Malaysian 
cuisine restaurant, from Jan 15 until Chap Goh Mei on Feb 15, 2022. Besides the 
buffet spread, Pasar Baru also offers the delectable Prosperous Longevity Set priced 
at RM1288nett and the Crouching Tiger Set at RM1588nett. These sets are for to 
six pax per table and includes delights such as Yee Sang, Double Boiled Chicken 
Soup with Brazilian Mushroom, Black Mushrooms with Black Moss, Money Bag and 
Vegetables, and Deep Fried Rice Cracker Purple Potatoes with Nian Gao served 
with Strawberry Mochi. Chinese New Year isn’t complete without the Prosperity 
Abalone Treasure Pot aka Poon Choi, which New World Petaling Jaya also offers, 
featuring truffle-filled money bag, steamed crab claws, sea cucumber, dried oysters, 
fish maw, five pieces of abalone, prawns and Japanese mushroom. This is priced at 
RM398nett and feeds four to five pax.

Tel: +603 7682 0000

THE RESORT CAFÉ, SUNWAY RESORT

The Resort Café at Sunway Resort has prepared a series of Glowing Abundance 
festive dining offerings available until 15 February 2022. Available for dine-in 
and takeaway from 17 January to 14 February 2022, The Resort Café’s Yee 
Sang specials are freshly prepared daily with a choice of Traditional Plum and 
Wasabi Plum dressings. The introduction of a new premium Gold Leaf, Hokkaido 
Scallop and Salmon Caviar Yee Sang complemented with Asian pear, rose apple, 
jackfruit, avocado dressing and MCT oil brings a touch of sparkly indulgence and is 
available at MYR488 (full portion) or MYR248 (half portion). The Auspicious Buffet 
sees the Roasted Black Truffle Duck, an anticipated comeback alongside  speciality 
dishes such as braised South African abalone with black garlic sauce, roasted 
prime rib, Chinese-style grilled barbecue chicken, basil crusted lamb leg, crudo 
platter to name a few. Hot pot fans will love the steamboat counter that features 
over 60 condiments and 14 home-made sauces on rotation to enhance the array 
of fresh produce available. The Auspicious Buffet lunch priced at MYR138 nett per 
adult and MYR69 nett per child aged between 6 to 12 years old is available from 
12 noon to 2.30 pm and dinner at MYR198 nett per adult and MYR99 nett per child 
from 6.30 pm to 10.30 pm.

Tel: +603 7495 2009

FOUR SEASONS HOTEL KUALA LUMPUR 

Four Seasons Hotel Kuala Lumpur welcomes Chinese New Year with an exciting 
array of celebrations. Yun House, the hotel’s resident Cantonese restaurant, boasts 
a stunning interior with phoenix-inspired wall motifs evoking good fortune and 
prosperity. The highlight of the festive menu is an astounding array of Yee Sang, 
made with premium ingredients like Australian abalone, salmon fish belly and 
marinated spicy jelly fish. Along with a la carte dishes, diners can also share family-
style set menus. A special selection is available for takeaway, ideal for elevating 
the festive gatherings at home or in the office. For a power lunch or light bite 
between meetings, try Yun House’s corporate lunch box, featuring four types of 
steamed cakes – Carrot, Yam and Pumpkin and Nian Gao (Chinese rice cake). Also 
available at lunchtime is a wide variety of dim sum, freshly wrapped and beautifully 
presented. 

Available daily from Jan 15 to Feb 15
Yee Sang: RM98 to RM488
Festive set menu: RM488 to RM888 per person (minimum of 4 diners) 

Tel: +603 2382 8888 
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BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Croffle, derived from Korea, is a croissant-waffle mashup crafted with croissant dough crisped up in a waffle iron. 
The result is a crispy and delicious dessert that was an instant hit in Korea. This street food first descended in Seoul 
in 2018 and since then has propelled to international heights. The cronut, on the other hand, is as its moniker 
implies, a croissant-doughnut pastry resembling a doughnut and made from croissant-like dough which is filled 
with some kind of flavoured cream. Cronut was invented in 2013 by French-American pastry chef Dominique 

Ansel in his bakery.

The Crossovers You Never Knew You Needed

2.KLCG CONFECTIONARY AND BAKERY

KLCG Confectionary and Bakery is a  hidden gem in the heart of the city, 
tucked in a 1898 colonial building recently made famous for its fresh 
pastries. It serves fresh out the bakery signature cronuts and croissants 
crafted using premium natural ingredients and a whole lot of heart. Inside, 
a bounteous space greets patrons, where a cafe, bakery and souvenir 
shop co-exist. In the centre of the space lies a glass workstation where all 
the baking takes place. This bakery certainly embodies the retro ambience, 
reflected by the rustic multi-coloured window panels, along with the vintage 
furniture. Cronuts reign here, featuring seasonal flavours such as Peach 
Cronut, Lotus Biscoff Cronut and Lemon Zest Cronut while the signature 
flavours include Cinnamon Cronut, Imperial Durian Cronut and Matcha 
Cronut. 

Instagram: @klcgconfectionerybakery

1.DOTTY’S PASTRIES AND COFFEE SALTED EGG CRONUT

While cronuts stray ever so slightly away from the realm of doughnuts, it 
is essentially the matrimony of doughnuts and croissants. Dotty’s Pastries 
and Coffee’s rendition of the cronut takes a local stance — Salted Egg 
Cronut. It’s a play of savoury and sweet flavours with a flaky and buttery 
pastry. Besides its crowd-favourite cronuts, Dotty’s also carries doughnut 
fries. Dotty’s ever evolving menu has recently added Cronut Munchkins 
to the mix, inspired by its signature cronut made into light, bite-sized 
confectionary. It comes in four signature flavours — Nutella, Speculoos, 
Salted Egg and Vanilla Custard. So, if you’re having the munchies, you 
know where to go.  

Instagram: @mydottys

3. TODAY’S BY DALTON

Minimalistic and beautiful defines Today’s by Dalton’s interior. 
Venturing further in unveils a clean, artsy space for picture-taking 
or to hold events. Besides coffee, croffle is the star of the show 
here, served warm and topped with exciting flavours that are 
mouth-watering. Try a mix of flavours by ordering the Signature 
Croffle Box that features four of their signature toppings, namely, 
Beuno Beuno, Milk Choco, White Oreo and Lotus Biscoff. You can’t 
go wrong by ordering this box. If you’re looking for something 
to relish during tea time or while watching a movie, we highly 
recommend the Mini Croffle — bite sized croffles that are perfect 
to munch on. Pair the croffles with Today’s brewed and bottled 
coffee such as the Spanish Latte, Latte or Americano to name a 
few. 

Instagram: @todays_kl

4. CROFFLE CAFE

Another heavyweight contender in the croffle game is Croffle Cafe. 
Its allure lies in its fluffy centre and crisp outer layer blanketed 
with a medley of delicious and distinct toppings. The recipes are 
authentically Korean, taking a nod to this popular Korean street 
food. An interplay of delightful and playful textures with crowd-
pleasing toppings such as Oreo and Nutella convey a symphony 
for the palate. Croffle Cafe has recently introduced new flavours to 
its offerings, including Lotus Creamy Croffle and Injeolmi Creamy 

Croffle. Injeolmi, for the uninitiated, is roasted soybean flour which 
exudes nutty and fragrant characteristics. The Injeolmi Creamy 
Croffle, among the cafe’s  bestsellers, is on the savoury side and 
has a distinct taste, bearing some semblance to coffee or peanut 
butter. Besides the Injeolmi, we loved the Creamcheese Mango 
Croffle for its light and tropical flavours with some decadence 
owed to the cream cheese.  

Instagram: @ilove_croffle

Croffle and Cronuts
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Airport GCEO Speaks

I envisage the upgrading of the new 
aerotrains together with our track system 
infrastructure to serve KLIA with improved 

operational efficiency in terms of safety, 
comfort, appearance, energy consumption 
and diagnostics upon its completion in three 
years’ time. Pestech Technology, which has 
been awarded the contract through a tender 
exercise, will be starting work on the APM 
project in March. 

It will be working with original equipment 
manufacturer, Bombardier Transportation, 
which was recently acquired by Alstom, a 
French multinational rolling stock maker 
with global operations in rail transport and 
actively involved in passenger transportation, 
among other things. Pestech Technology 
will also be responsible for maintaining 
these new aerotrains for 10 years from 

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate SKS Airways, which was 
awarded a full air service license by the 
Malaysian Aviation Commission this year, 
for providing new scheduled flights to our 
popular islands of Pangkor and Redang in 
Perak and Terengganu respectively from 
Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport, popularly 
referred to as Subang Airport in Selangor. 

This will be a boost to domestic air travel 
within Malaysia. Coupled with the reopening 
of the Kuching-Langkawi route by AirAsia 
on January 5 which is another fillip for this 
legendary island and crown jewel of Kedah, 

Airport MD Speaks
Dato’ Iskandar Mizal Mahmood returns 
to Malaysia Airports after almost 20 
years with his wealth of experience 
gleaned from many multinationals and 
government linked companies to elevate 
and transform Malaysia Airports in 
the fast-changing aviation landscape 
with new travel norms and innovative 
technological advances.

This month as he roars into the Year of 
the Water Tiger, he looks forward to the 
replacement of the automated people 
mover (APM) or aerotrain system by 
Pestech Technology Sdn Bhd at the KL 
International Airport (KLIA), which will 
offer flexible and seamless connections 
upon its completion in the near future. 
The commencement of more new routes 
by existing carriers and newcomer, SKS 
Airways, also herald an optimistic start 
for domestic air travel within Malaysia in 
this new year.

Dato’ Iskandar Mizal Mahmood
Managing Director  

Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad

2025 until 2034. We will be working 
closely with Pestech Technology to ensure 
minimal disruption and inconvenience to our 
passengers. 

we can expect to see the Langkawi travel 
bubble project gaining traction besides 
meeting the pent-up demand to travel.

AirAsia is also providing more connectivity 
between Peninsular Malaysia and the two 
East Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak. 
Its new routes - Johor Bahru-Bintulu, Penang-
Sibu and Kuala Terengganu-Kota Kinabalu – 
are timely, serving the demand for the festive 
travel during the Chinese New Year period. 

While wishing a safe travel to all passengers, 
I would like to reiterate that Malaysia Airports 
will always maintain the required standard 
operating procedures such as the wearing 
of masks, social distancing and regular 
sanitisation at all our airports.

Happy Chinese New Year!
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Despite the on-going Covid-19 
pandemic, Malaysia continues to see 
encouraging signs of recovery in its 

domestic tourism and the aviation sector. This 
is evident from the recent increase in flight 
frequencies announced by various airlines 
working in close collaborations with key 
stakeholders that includes national tourist 
organisations, state governments and their 
respective agencies.

A case in point is newly signed year-long 
partnership between Malaysia Aviation 
Group (MAG) and Sarawak Tourism Board 
(STB) to promote Sarawak as a tourist 
destination in 2022 via the launch of its Sia 
Sitok Sarawak Plus interstate travel campaign 
with Malaysia Airlines as the official carrier 
as well as Firefly, MASwings and MHholidays 
as its strategic partners.

Moving in tandem, the Sarawak State 
Disaster Management Committee had 
approved more domestic flights into various 
parts of the state such as Kuching, Miri, 
Bintulu, Limbang/Lawas and Mulu from 307 
to 562 weekly effective January 14. 

The airlines involved are Malaysia Airlines, 
MASwings, AirAsia and Malindo Air. 

Besides looking forward to more direct flights 
from West Malaysia into Sarawak in the near 
future, Minister of Tourism, Creative Industry 
and Performing Arts Dato Sri Abdul Karim 
Rahman Hamzah also sees big potential from 
Singapore, where the state government has 
established a Sarawak Trade and Tourism 
Office Singapore in 2019. 

According to STB Chief Executive Officer 
Sharzede Datu Salleh Askor, the beautiful 
Land of the Hornbills is expecting more direct 
flights from Penang, Johor and Kuala Lumpur 
via its collaboration with MAG.

MAVCOM’s role 
Another indicator showing that the domestic 
aviation sector is posting strong recovery is 
from the 98.8% high approval rate given 
by the Malaysian Aviation Commission 
(MAVCOM) for the total of 82 air traffic right 
(ATR) applications received in 2021.

For the fourth quarter of 2021 (4Q21) alone, 
MAVCOM’s latest report says the economic 
regulator for the civil aviation industry had 
approved 27 out of the 28 ATR applications 
submitted by airlines to assist them in their 
gradual preparations to resume full services.

This represents a 33.3% increase in 
applications and 28.6% increase in approvals 
compared to the third quarter of 2021 
(3Q21), according to MAVCOM’s newly 
released 4Q21 report.

Bouncing Back Stronger 
in 2022

Of the 28 ATR applications, the Commission 
says 17 were for domestic routes, which 
more than doubled compared to the seven 
applications submitted in 3Q21. This was 
primarily due to the reopening of interstate 
borders last October and a rise in demand 
for domestic holiday-related travel with extra 
flights mainly to Langkawi, and followed by 
Johor Bahru, Penang and Kota Bharu.

MAVCOM executive chairman Datuk Seri 
Saripuddin Kasim believes “this promising 
development illustrates the sector’s resilience 
and its ability to bounce back post-
pandemic”. 

Additionally, the Commission has received 13 
ATR applications from air cargo, signalling 
the segment’s continued and sustained 
growth, resulting in new cargo air service 
licence (ASL) holders, namely World Cargo 
Airline Sdn Bhd and M Jets International Sdn 
Bhd.

In terms of breakdown of the ATR allocations 
for Q4 2021, it says Malaysia Airlines 
Berhad and World Cargo Airline Sdn Bhd 
received the highest number of approvals 
with six ATRs each. 

This was followed by AirAsia Berhad (five), 
M Jets International Sdn Bhd (three) while 
AirAsia X Berhad, FlyFirefly Sdn Bhd and 
Malindo Airways Sdn Bhd received two 
ATR allocations each. Lastly, MyJet Express 
Airlines Sdn Bhd was awarded one ATR 
allocation. 
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business as MYAirline for a period of 12 
months effective from January 1 to December 
31, 2022. This is in addition to another 
MAVCOM’s announcement, also dated 
December 21, 2021, that it has approved the 
issuance of an ASL to SKS Airways Sdn Bhd 
for a longer period of 36 months effective 
from January 1, 2022 to December 21, 
2024.

With the ASL enabling these two holders 
to conduct scheduled passenger and cargo 
services, Captain Izham Ismail, the group 
chief executive officer of the Malaysian 
Aviation Group, admits that while he does 
not know the size of their business, he has 
some concerns on the entry of these two 
new airlines regarding overcapacity and 
sustainability for the industry as a whole. 

For instance, he questions whether it would 
be sustainable for the local aviation industry 
serving a population of 32 million people to 
have two more new entrants while existing 
airlines are suffering losses and struggling to 
survive during the pandemic. 

Peninsular Malaysia, it has started marketing 
its maiden flights to Pangkor and Redang 
islands from Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport 
in Subang, Selangor on January 26 and 31 
respectively.

On the latest ASL entrant, according to the 
Companies Commission of Malaysia, the 
RM2 million paid-up MyAirline Sdn Bhd 
was incorporated on January 11, 2021. It 
changed its name to Z9 Elite on October 28, 
2021.

Its shareholders are Zillion Wealth Bhd (88%), 
Trillion Cove Holdings Bhd (10%) and Rayner 
Teo Kheng Hock (2%), former AirAsia Group 
Head of Sales.

Teo is also Z9 Elite director alongside 
Malaysia Airports former Chief Operating 
Officer Abd Hamid Mohd Ali, Civil Aviation 
Authority Malaysia former chairman 
Azharuddin Abdul Rahman, Trillion Cove 
chief executive and director Dato Goh Hwan 
Hua and Trillion Cove director Jothi Prakash 
Murugan. 

CGS-CIMB Research reckons the two new 
airlines will most likely boost traffic volumes 
for Malaysia Airports in 2022 with their new 
routes. With the newly established Z9 Elite 
planning to operate two leased Airbus A320 
aircraft and expected to launch its ultra-low-
cost service soon, the research house expects 
a price war to be triggered, which will 
transform the current outlook for the aviation 
industry in Malaysia.

MAVCOM expects the air cargo segment to 
grow by between 3.9% and 6.7% year-
on-year in 2022, which will translate to 
between 20.8 billion and 21.6 billion in 
freight tonne kilometres.

To help stimulate the aviation sector’s 
recovery, the Commission has briefly 
announced via its website several issuances 
of conditional approval for air service 
license (ASL), air service permit and ground 
handling licence to various parties on 
December 22, 2021.

Latest two ASL entrants
Among them is an ASL to Z9 Elite Sdn Bhd, 
which the Commission says will be doing 

The Johor-based SKS Airways, via 
its website, has described itself as a 
commercial airline serving domestic short-
range leisure, commuter and charter flights 
to unserved and underserved routes. 

With its operations mainly focused on 
popular island-based and coastal resorts in 
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MAHB Embarks on The Replacement Exercise
for KLIA Aerotrains 

Malaysia Airports has embarked on the replacement exercise 
of its Automated People Mover (APM), also known as the 
Aerotrain system. 

The current Aerotrains have been in service shuttling more than 300 
million passengers between the satellite and main terminal buildings 
since the airport opened 23 years ago. Over the past few years, 
the ageing Aerotrain system frequently faced service disruption, 
contributing to operational inefficiency. Three years from now, 
international passengers travelling through KL International Airport 
(KLIA) will get to ride in brand spanking new Aerotrains. 

Malaysia Airports Managing Director, Dato’ Iskandar Mizal Mahmood 
said the current Aerotrains are approaching their end-of-life stage and 
need to be upgraded so that passengers can be better served, “It is 
no longer feasible to maintain the current Aerotrains. Old assets are 
more prone to break down and this will inconvenience passengers. 
They are also running on old technology, making it difficult to get 
parts. The new Aerotrains will be upgraded together with the track 
system infrastructure, and this will also provide the airport with better 
operational efficiency.”

“No doubt there will be some inconvenience to passengers in the 
next three years during the upgrade period. While we will endeavour 
to minimise the disruption of service, passengers will continue to be 
shuttled using the airside bus service which has been running well as 
an alternative service since 2017,” he added.

The new Aerotrains will be improved in terms of safety, comfort, 
appearance, energy consumption and diagnostics, among others. It 
will also offer flexibility for seamless connections for new terminals in 
the future.

The new APM project that has been awarded to Pestech Technology 
Sdn Bhd (Pestech), a wholly-owned subsidiary of public listed Pestech 
International Berhad, will start work in March 2022 and take three 
years to complete. The project encompasses the replacement of 
the Aerotrain system as well as its maintenance for ten years until 
2034. Pestech will be working with a reputable OEM - Bombardier 
Transportation - recently acquired by Alstom, a French multinational 
rolling stock manufacturer operating worldwide in rail transport 
markets and active in the fields of passenger transportation, signaling 
and locomotives.

Meanwhile, in 2020, Malaysia Airports had also appointed the US-
based consultancy firm Jacobs Engineering Group (Jacobs), to provide 
project management consultancy services from the development of 
detailed design stages to the project completion, using the Design-
Build-Finance-Operate-Maintain (DBFOM) approach. Jacobs is 
an international professional services firm that provides technical, 
professional and construction services. 

In Malaysia, Jacobs has been involved in almost all major rail 
and transit projects including the Ampang Line, Kelana Jaya Line, 
Putrajaya Line and most recently the JB-Singapore RTS Link. 
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Korean Air Initiates Full-Scale Electronic Document 
System K orean Air has launched a full-scale 

digitalisation of travel documents 
by introducing an e-Document 

system (e-DOC), becoming the first airline 
in the world to implement such an electronic 
document system.

Customers will be able to fill out 23 types 
of documents, including pet transportation 
declaration, unaccompanied minor and 
health condition declaration forms, on their 
digital devices. In addition, information 
gathered upon reservation, such as email 
address, contact information and frequent 
flyer number, will automatically be reflected 
on the documents, further facilitating the 
document fill-out process.

Data shared by customers will be safely 
managed in a secure server. Information 
stored in the server will be accessible in 

Meanwhile, Korean Air also continues its 
efforts to enhance customer service. The 
airline was not only named Air Transport 
World’s 2021 Airline of the Year, but also 
received a Skytrax 5-star Covid-19 safety 
rating and a 5-star global airline rating by 
the Airline Passenger Experience Association 
(APEX). In December 2020, the carrier 
also became the first airline in Korea to 
receive consumer-centered management 
(CCM) certification by the Korean Fair Trade 
Commission.

For more information, please visit 
www.koreanair.com

real time through dedicated terminals at 
domestic and overseas branches. Rapid 
information processing will significantly 
reduce customer wait time, and security of 
personal information will be strengthened 
as documents are automatically stored and 
deleted in a managed server.

The introduction of the e-DOC system is 
the result of Korean Air’s efforts to enhance 
customer-centered services as a leading 
global airline. We plan to actively engage 
in ESG management and further improve 
customer convenience by providing innovative 
solutions.

SEUNGBUM LEE
Chief Customer Service Officer & 

Executive Vice President
Korean Air

In addition to the transportation of epidemic prevention supplies, 
China Airlines continues to ensure the continuity of supply for 
economic growth goods and everyday necessities ranging from auto 
parts, semiconductor chips to actual vehicles and high-precision wafer 
machinery. Shortages in sea cargo capacity meant that e-commerce, 
textile and other industries that traditionally went by sea now relied 
upon air cargo as well. 

As the first airline in Taiwan to receive the CEIV Pharma certification 
for pharmaceutical cold-chain logistics, China Airlines is also 
known for its professional cold-chain logistics management and 
transportation experience. In addition to transporting Covid-19 
vaccines purchased by Taiwan, China Airlines also successfully 
delivered vaccines to countries in Southeast Asia and Oceania. More 
than 75 million doses of Covid-19 weighing over 350 tonnes have 
been transported to date, demonstrating China Airlines’ spirit of 
social responsibility and humanitarian assistance. 

For more information, please visit www.china-airlines.com 

2 021 proved a record-setting year for the China Airlines Cargo 
team. Even as the impact of Covid-19 was felt all around the 
world, China Airlines switched to a cargo-centric business 

model that put its fleet of freighters to full use. The non-stop movement 
of cargo kept the economic lifeblood of Taiwan and the world flowing. 

Some of the records set by the cargo segment in 2021 included 
making over a hundred cargo charter flights in one month, surpassing 
TWD 15.4 billion in single-month cargo revenues in December, 
exceeding TWD 10 billion in cargo revenues for five consecutive 
months, and sweeping past TWD 100 billion in cargo revenues for 
the entire year. 2021 was in fact the best-ever year in China Airlines 
Cargo’s 62-year history.

Together, a fleet of 21 freighter aircraft including three newly 
introduced 777F freighters and the existing eighteen 747-400F 
freighters helped China Airlines strengthen its competitiveness in the 
air cargo industry. Through teamwork, the airline made around 540 
freighter flights per month or an average of 120 flights per week. 

Total revenues broke all past records and single-month cargo revenues 
of more than TWD 10 billion represented a new peak that boosted 
China Airlines’ ranking in the global cargo industry.

China Airlines Cargo Sets Best Record in History
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ANA Receives Top Score 
for its Exceptional Service 
and Reliability

Tourism Malaysia Promotes Ecotourism at 
Expo 2020 Dubai

“We are extremely proud of the top 
recognition in both the Global and Asia 
Pacific region categories that highlights the 
dedication and operational performance 
of our employees during these challenging 
times,” said Hideo Miyake, Executive Vice 
President of ANA. 

“It is rewarding to have independent 
validation of the high standards we have 
for ourselves and what our loyal customers 
appreciate. Our priority continues to be 
getting our passengers to their destination on 
time and safely.”

In 2021, ANA launched two significant new 
initiatives. In November, ANA began a new 

Sebastian – Ecotourism & Conservation 
Society Malaysia; Syed Abd Rahman Syed 
Hassan – Diveheart Malaysia; Adj. Prof. 
Anthony Wong Kim Hooi – Sustainability & 
Ecotourism Expert; Eric Sinnaya – Malaysia 
Nature Society.

The Honourable Minister Dato’ Sri Hajah 
Nancy Shukri has graced the occasion and 
officiated the launch of the Malaysian classic 
traditional trishaw, or locally known as 
beca, as well as several Malaysia packages 
highlighting new ecotourism products in 
various destinations in Malaysia.

As part of her first Tourism Sales Mission 
to the Middle East, Dato’ Sri Nancy also 
attended a networking dinner with members 
of the travel trade and media in UAE on 
December 30, 2021. Scheduled from January 
1 to 5, 2022, the mission aims to reinstate 
and enhance the commitment to establishing 
good tourism cooperation, engaging future 
collaborations, and cooperation in the tourism 
industry.

The Malaysian Government launched 
its first International Travel Bubble by 
reopening Langkawi Island to fully-
vaccinated international tourists beginning 
last November 15, with no quarantine 
requirements. Following that, Malaysia 
continued with reopening its land and air 
borders for Singaporean citizens through a 
Vaccinated Travel Lane (VTL) Arrangement 
starting November 29. 

Malaysia’s participation in Expo 2020 
Dubai is spearheaded by the Ministry of 
Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) 
with the Malaysian Green Technology and 
Climate Change Corporation (MGTC) as the 
implementing agency.

For more information, please visit 
www.tourism.gov.my or 
www.expo2020dubai.com 

T he Ministry of Tourism, Arts and 
Culture Malaysia (MOTAC) through 
its agency Tourism Malaysia took 

over the Malaysia Pavilion at Expo 2020 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE) between 
December 26, 2021 until December 31, 
2021.

Promoting Malaysia as the next Top of the 
Mind Ecotourism Destination in the World, 
the Ecotourism Week at the Malaysia 
Pavilion takes the call from Malaysia’s 
National Tourism Policy 2020-2030 which 
highlighted the practice of sustainable and 
responsible tourism. Malaysia was joined by 
16 organisations, consisting of five (5) state 
tourism boards, three (3) associations, one (1) 
hotel chain, one (1) product owner, and six 
(6) tour operators.

Throughout Tourism Malaysia’s Ecotourism 
Week, participants got to learn more about 
different perspectives of ecotourism in 
Malaysia by Malaysia’s renowned speakers 
at the Expert Talk series, namely Andrew 

boarding procedure for both domestic and 
international flights that created a crowd 
free and smooth boarding process. The 
new procedure boarded passengers in the 
following order; infants and those who need 
extra assistance, priority boarding, window 
seats, middle seats and then aisle seats. 

ANA has also begun expanding its Advance 
Information Service. The service provides 
information to customers about boarding time 
for domestic flights. From September 2021, 
this service added information about crowded 
conditions at security checkpoints at Haneda 
airport to allow travelers to plan their travel 
times accordingly.

For more information, please visit 
www.ana.co.jp 

All Nippon Airways (ANA), Japan’s 
largest and 5-Star airline for 
nine consecutive years has been 

recognised by travel data and analytics 
firm Cirium with being ranked first in both 
Global and Asia Pacific for its exceptional 
service and reliability in providing on-time 
performance in 2021.

In Cirium’s comprehensive evaluation, ANA 
garnered the top score in two categories. 
ANA received a 95.04% score for Mainline 
(airline’s main operating unit) both in Global 
and Asia Pacific categories. ANA also 
scored 95.28% for Network areas, again 
both ranked first in Global and Asia Pacific 
categories. ANA also received the top 
ranking in Asia-Pacific region in 2019 as 
well as in 2018.
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Vietjet Takes Delivery of its A330

We are delighted to mark our 10th anniversary today with an A330 
aircraft’s arrival, which will help Vietjet grow significantly in operation 
capacity and international footprint expansion. Our fleet of A320 and 
A321 over the years has carried more than 100 million passengers 
on tens of thousands of friendly, safe and affordable flights across 
Vietnam and the Asia-Pacific region. 

The A330 aircraft with a golden silk image is also a part of Vietjet’s 
ongoing commitment to modernise fleet and elevate services so that 
our customers can take farther flights more comfortably with the most 
competitive ticket fares ever. We will also launch upgraded SkyBoss 
services soon as another special gift for our customers.”

DINH VIET PHUONGI
Managing Director

Vietjet

For more information, please visit www.vietjetair.com 

I n celebration of the 10th anniversary of its first flight on Christmas 
Day, Vietjet on December 25, 2021 welcomed its first wide-
body aircraft of A330 to its world’s most modern and lively fleet, 

getting the airline ready for global flight network expansion and new 
passenger service experiences.

The Airbus A330-300 aircraft, registered as VN-A811 with a soft and 
iridescent golden silk strip livery, landed at Tan Son Nhat International 
Airport with jubilant activities. The soft golden silk strip symbolises 
the cultural quintessence of Vietnam and Asia generally. It images 
the shape of the mountains and the rivers alongside the countries 
and conveys the pride of the oriental region’s legendary cultures. The 
unique livery also expresses the connection between the traditional 
and the modern between the East and West cultures and among the 
countries and the people around the world.

Equipped with comfortable and spacious leather seats, along with a 
quiet cabin in 12 business-seat and 365 normal-seat configuration, 
Vietjet’s new aircraft can cover from medium-haul trips to true long-
range distances of up to 11,750km with fuel efficient and eco-friendly 
operation.

The A330 aircraft is powered by Rolls-Royce Trent 700 engine with 
Total Care, the flagship integrated technical services of the world’s 
leader in power systems and aerospace of Rolls-Royce, to ensure the 
airline’s engine efficiency and high technical reliability in operation.

focuses on unserved and underserved routes 
destinations,” he said.

With the recent acquisition of the full Air 
Service Licence, we are now officially in 
business and looking forward to serving 
our customers while maintaining the highest 
hygiene and safety standards.

  DATO’ ROHMAN AHMAD
Director

SKS Airways   

SKS Airways Sdn Bhd has been awarded 
the full air service licence (ASL) by 
the Malaysian Aviation Commission 

(Mavcom) effective from January 1, 2022. 
The new commercial airline launches flight 
operations on January 25, from Subang to 
Pulau Pangkor and January 31 from Subang 
to Pulau Redang, despite the tough year for 
the aviation and tourism industry due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

SKS Airways director Datuk Rohman Ahmad 
said the airline saw the doors of opportunities 
would slowly start to open up. “We have 
been working hard during this period to 
introduce a new commercial airline that 

SKS Airways is the latest scheduled 
commercial airline in Malaysia to be granted 
a full ASL. An ASL is required to transport 
passengers, mail or cargo on a fixed 
schedule by air between two places, so long 
as it falls within Malaysia’s borders. An ASL 
will only be issued to applicants that hold a 
valid Air Operator’s Certificate (AOC) by the 
Civil Aviation Authority of Malaysia, which 
SKS Airways received on October 1, 2021. 

The airline’s operation is mainly focused on 
popular island-based resorts and coastal 
resorts with connections to major cities within 
Peninsular Malaysia; serving the needs 
of popular island resorts owners and tour 
agencies that provide holiday packages 
to domestic and international tourists keen 
on spending their holidays on these well-
established and popular resorts.

SKS Airways was incorporated on November 
13, 2017 with its shares held by Malaysians. 
SKS Airways is part of the SKS Group of 
companies, which was founded in 1983 and 
presently a multi-disciplined organisation with 
core businesses that spans across property 
development, investment holding, hospitality 
and credit finance in Malaysia and Australia.

For more information, please visit 
www.sksairways.com

SKS Airways Awarded Full ASL 
by MAVCOM

46 47

AVIATION NEWSAVIATION NEWS



Please tell us more about MAI’s latest operation to KL 
International Airport (KUL)?  
Currently, MAI operates daily flights between Yangon (RGN) and 
KUL, focusing on repatriation flights for Myanmar citizens. At the 
same time, we took the opportunity to make KUL our preferred transit 
hub during the pandemic, providing much-needed air connectivity to 
passengers leaving or returning to Myanmar. 

We found KUL to be the most transit-friendly hub in the region 
regarding regulatory terms and transit facilities & amenities. 
Compared to other Southeast Asian hubs, Malaysia has implemented 
workable and sensible policies, which allowed MAI to use Malaysia 
as a key transit hub. Flight connections also played a vital role as 
KUL is a focus destination, providing a host of options for our transit 
passengers via our airline partners. 

With our daily operation, we are looking to cater to everyone. The 
RGN-KUL route is primarily for transit passengers, followed by a 
niche segment of point-to-point passengers, while the KUL-RGN route 
consists mainly of point-to-point passengers. Some examples include 
Myanmar patients heading to Malaysia for treatment or expatriates 
returning to Myanmar to resume work. 

We commend Malaysia Airports for this, and I cannot emphasize 
enough that we are grateful that KUL has allowed us to carry many 
passengers both ways. Plus, the authorities, the embassies, and our 
partners from both countries have been highly supportive of us, and it 
has been tremendous for us in our path to recovery.

What is your vision for the route and what can passengers 
look forward to?  
MAI’s vision for this route goes beyond the current operations due to 
the suspension of commercial flights by the Myanmar authorities. We 
are confident that this is the right direction based on the underlying 
connections between Myanmar and Malaysia. This is proven during 
pre-pandemic, whereby three carriers operated 3-4 frequencies per 
day on the RGN-KUL route, indicating the importance of Myanmar to 
their network. 

As a Myanmar carrier flying the nation’s flag, we also want to take 
this opportunity to position Myanmar as an alternative getaway for 
Malaysians and others in the region. Coupled with our domestic 
operations in Myanmar, which covers 18 cities, we can carry 
passengers via our hub in RGN to the main attractions without hassle. 
Moreover, we received highly positive feedback from those who have 
flown with us during the past two years. This is a testimony to the 
quality of our product offerings and services. By this token, we hope 
that the travellers in the endemic climate will warm up to our RGN-
KUL flights positively.

Once the commercial flights are resumed, we aim to operate 
daily scheduled flights to KUL, and we have done the necessary 
groundwork in preparation for such operations. We will position 
KUL as our preferred transit hub with airline partners. At the same 
time, we will expand our partnerships further - this applies to both 
passengers and cargo arrangements.

Aviation Interview 
with Tanes Kumar 
Chief Commercial Officer of  
Myanmar Airways International

Can you share your strategy for the 
outbound traffic from KUL to Yangon?  
We do not plan to limit ourselves to a 
specific traffic type or passenger segment. 
Instead, we have a broad strategy, primarily 
due to current curtailed travel demand and, 
subsequently, the travel restrictions in place. 

We aim to appeal to every traffic type and 
passenger segment, whether passengers 
intend to travel point-to-point or find flight 
connections to/from their origin/destination 
via KUL. Our focus will be primarily on 
business and visiting family & relatives (VFR) 
segments, as many travellers were unable to 
travel during the border closures for work 
or connect with their family back home. 
However, at the same time, we will strive to 
serve other segments, including niche ones 
such as seafarers, students, and medical 
travellers.

We believe in our strategy as we have a 
versatile product that appeals to travellers. 
Hence, we can offer valuable offerings 
at competitive price points, considering 
the totality of current travel costs for the 
passengers in the pandemic situation.

How does MAI plan to adapt to the 
current post-pandemic climate?  
This is a great question, and I believe the 
most significant hurdle airlines face today is 
to assert confidence in air travel again for 
passengers and authorities. Internally, we 
have taken the vaccination drive seriously 
for our airline staff from an operational 
standpoint. As a result, today, 98% of our 
frontliners are vaccinated. 

Meanwhile, we have also emphasized 
healthcare and insurance offerings for 
our passengers, given the relevance to 
the pandemic. MAI was the first and only 
carrier in Myanmar to kickstart a healthcare 
initiative focused on partnerships with 
prominent hospitals and insurers in Malaysia 
and Myanmar, significantly benefiting our 
passengers. We have enabled RT-PCR test 
bookings via our direct channels, and soon, 
travel insurance products will also be made 
available. 

Also, since mid-2021, we embarked on 
expanding our Sky Smile Loyalty Program 
& Sky Deals Partnership Program to 
bring together affected partners due to 
the pandemic, primarily from the service 
industry. Currently, we work with more 
than 60 partners, including hotels, food & 

beverage outlets, and lifestyle brands.

In a nutshell, we have taken holistic efforts 
to prepare for the endemic climate, adding 
exceptional benefits to our passengers and 
partners alike while readying our workforce 
for the current operating environment.

Please share your view on cargo 
operation for MAI and its future 
potential.  
During the Covid-19 pandemic, cargo has 
been the backbone of our operations, 
contributing approximately half of our 
revenue. Just as a context, before the 
pandemic, cargo operations contributed 
only 3-4% of our revenue profile. We have 
achieved the current numbers by operating 
dedicated cargo charters and carriage 
of airfreight on our passenger flights. It is 
noteworthy that MAI was the first carrier 
in Myanmar to explore this strategy and 
worked closely with the authorities regarding 
the operating procedures. 

Since the suspension of commercial flights 
in March 2020, we have operated more 
than 1,300 cargo flights to China, Thailand, 
India, Vietnam, and the rest of the region. 
We have performed these flights by building 
significant relationships with the air cargo 
community to undertake dedicated cargo 
flights. We are proud that these cargo flights 
provided vital air links for the country’s 
trade. 

Moving forward, we believe the 
opportunities for air cargo are tremendous 
for MAI and will continue to be instrumental 
to our recovery for at least the next 24-36 
months. We are currently evaluating our 
options, including the potential of pure 
freighter operations, or converting suitable 
aircraft from our existing fleet to expand our 
cargo operations.

What is your outlook for the 
Southeast Asian airline industry in 
2022? How can MAI be one of the 
leaders in the industry recovery?  
I see another challenging year, at least for 
the first half of 2022. The actual turnaround 
hinges heavily on the travel restrictions 
adopted by the various countries in the 
region as the world grapples with new 
Covid-19 strains. The Achilles heel is the 
individual government policies in the region 
differ from country to country, which makes 
it a lot more complicated for airlines and 
travellers. 

Nevertheless, despite our airline’s cautious 
outlook for the year, there are a few 
positives that we will focus on: selected 
operations to international hubs, domestic 
flights within Myanmar, and cargo 
operations, which we have touched on in-
depth.

We will continue our flights to KUL, Seoul-
Incheon (ICN), Bangkok (BKK), Dubai-
International (DXB), and Guangzhou (CAN). 
Our carefully selected international flight 
operations ensure that we can operate 
sustainably and consistently, providing 
much-needed flight options in tandem 
with our airline partners. Eventually, we 
will aim to increase our frequency when it 
makes commercial and operational sense. 
For the domestic market, because of the 
pent-up travel demand and border closures, 
travellers are happy to go anywhere for 
some time off these days, essentially driving 
the domestic travel demand. As a result, 
we noticed a substantial domestic upside to 
tourist destinations such as Thandwe, Heho, 
and Nyaung-U.

Besides the industry positives, we have 
confidence in an important aspect - our 
people. We believe we have built a very 
resilient team to face the challenges we have 
weathered during the past two years. 

On a personal note, what has it been 
like working overseas in this tough 
and challenging industry?  
Personally, it has been a very challenging 
period for me, which I would call a ‘baptism 
by fire’, as this has been the worst period for 
the aviation industry, which I believe many of 
my peers would concur with. 

Still, despite the challenges and 
unprecedented situation, I am incredibly 
proud of what we have achieved when I 
look back on the past 24 months. We have 
been the only carrier to operate continuously 
since the suspension of commercial flights 
in Myanmar in March 2020, maintaining 
essential domestic services to flying long-
hauls to new places. 

All-in-all, I see this as an accelerated learning 
curve with a resilient attitude and sheer 
passion. I have also learnt to appreciate 
travel, freedom, and health. I am glad that 
my loved ones and team members are safe 
and healthy during this pandemic and hope 
things will resume normalcy in 2022.

Tanes Kumar joined Myanmar Airways International (MAI) 
in January 2019, overseeing the commercial aspects of the 
turnaround and strategic growth of the carrier, together with 
its sister airline Air KBZ. 

A versatile professional with over a decade of successful track 
record in strategic planning with major airlines groups in the 
region, he was also part of the leading teams that oversaw 
the business expansion and turnaround implementations. His 
previous experiences include being a member of the Group 
Business Development for AirAsia Group and as the Head of 
Distribution & Commercial Strategy for Malindo Air.

Since joining MAI, Tanes has been an integral part of the 
merger between MAI and Air KBZ to increase synergies as 
the airlines pursue aggressive market share and ambitious 
fleet growth.
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MALIHOM PRIVATE ESTATE
Perched 1000 metres above sea level, this resort stands sturdily 
amid a mountainous highland rainforest. Bask in the crisp and 
cooling temperatures ranging from 18-25 degrees celsius all 
year round and cosy up to your other half. This utopia offers a 
unique experience, such as the 18-hole Hornbill Golf Course and 
therapeutic Jungle Spa. With these fantastic facilities and amenities, 
cloud nine is merely at arm’s length. 

Address: Village Kolam Air, Mukim Pantai, Jalan Jelebu, 
71770 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan.

BORNEO HIGHLANDS RESORT
Cocooned in lush jungle and snuggled within the hills 1000 meters 
above sea level is a distinct retreat and a wellness sanctuary for you 
and your partner to seek solace in. It is situated amid virgin, green 
Bornean tropical rainforest, a perfect getaway within Malaysia. 
Offer your partner solace this Valentine’s in a natural surrounding 
teeming with unique flora and fauna and take pleasure in the 
relaxing serenity that is the Borneo Highlands Resort. With crisp and 
cooling temperatures ranging from 18-25 degrees celsius all year 
round, this eco paradise offers a one-of-a-kind experience, made 
infinitely better with attractions like the incredibly picturesque 18-
hole Hornbill Golf Course and therapeutic Jungle Spa. You’ll be on 
cloud nine up here, literally. 

Address: Jalan Borneo Heights, 94200 Padawan, Kuching, 
Sarawak, Malaysia.

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

DESTINATION:
RAINFOREST RETREATS

In this day and age where everyone is busy juggling work, family and other commitments, it is quite a feat to 
break away and unwind physically and mentally. In this issue, with the hope that normalcy is just around the 
corner, in this issue, we guide you through an excursion into wilderness. What better way to reconnect than 
to be cut off from the world for a day or two, surrounded by giant, ancient towering trees, fascinating fauna 

and most importantly, the tranquillity. Lucky for you, our beautiful country is brimming with beautiful nooks and 
crannies for you to escape to. Following are our top five picks.

THE BANJARAN HOTSPRINGS RETREAT

This is by far one of our favourite forest resorts. This hidden gem 
nestled in the Sunway City of Ipoh offers garden and water villas, 
enveloped by paleozoic limestone hills, a restaurant in a well-
preserved cave, exquisite greens, and geothermal hot springs 
that flows to the Jacuzzi in your villa. This resort is perfect for a 
Valentine excursion and rejuvenation. Dust the cobwebs of the city 
by pampering each other to a slew of spa treatments and holistic 
programmes.

Address: No. 1, Persiaran Lagun Sunway 3, Sunway City 
Ipoh, 31150 Ipoh, Perak Darul Ridzuan, Malaysia.

THE SHOREA
Set within the thick Berembun Forest Reserve is a boutique eco-resort 
for you to discover. This beautiful establishment comprises 8 villas, 
accommodating up to 40 adults. Its open-concept allows natural 
light, air and breeze in. If that isn’t appealing enough, the Shorea 
offers two main infinity pools that spread across the Shorea Estate 
and Shorea Resort wings and a breathtaking view you wouldn’t 
want to leave. The greenery paired with the blue sky is simply 
picture-perfect.

Address: Village Kolam Air, Mukim Pantai, Jalan Jelebu, 
71770 Seremban, Negeri Sembilan.

MULU MARIOTT RESORT AND SPA

Mulu Marriott Resort and Spa (previously known as the Royal Mulu 
Resort) is just a five-minute walk from Gunung Mulu National Park, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Sarawak Borneo. It’s the only 
five-star luxury resort in the entire Mulu region. The resort offers 
everything from a banquet hall, Balinese spa and cooking classes 
to cultural demonstrations. Activities include rainforest hikes and the 
awe-inspiring Mulu caves tours. This resort and its walkways are 
also built on wooden stilts.

Address: Sungai Melinau PO Box 1145, Mulu, Gunung 
Mulu National Park 98008 Sarawak.
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FASHION & BEAUTY NEWS 
All the must-knows and must-haves of the monthw

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

STRENGTH TRAINER 

OLEHENRIKSON introduces its newest and hottest 
Strength Trainer Peptide Boost Moisturiser — the 
first in the new Strength collection that’s specially 
formulated to strengthen skin barrier, firm and 
hydrate all day. Think of the Strength Trainer 
Peptide Boost Moisturiser like a personal trainer 
for the skin. It’s made for all skin types and is 
packed with powerful ingredients including eight 
peptides to help build skin’s strength, collagen 
and hyaluronic acid to help boost hydration and 
three ceramides to help bind moisture. Replenish 
and build strength to your moisturise barrier for 
the strongest Ole Glow yet. Get your hands on 
the OLE HENRIKSON Strength Trainer Peptide 
Boost Moisturiser from Sephora stores from Jan 
27, 2022 onwards. 

SÉRUM DE BEAUTÉ FLUIDE MATIFIANT

Gucci Beauty has launched the new Sérum De 
Beauté Fluide Matifiant, its first mattifying primer 
that keeps makeup looking fresh while leaving 
skin feeling cared for. Sérum De Beauté Fluide 
Matifiant melts beautifully onto the skin with its 
soft and cool gel texture leaving an imperceptible 
film. Enriched with a sebo regulator complex 
of Moambe Jaune tree extract, salicylic acid, 
and bamboo powders, the formula controls 
shine all day long, blurs the look of the pores 
and improves makeup wear. A primer that 
feels instantly refreshing as it touches the skin, 
Infused with other caring ingredients such as 
hyaluronic acid and glycerin, Sérum De Beauté 
Fluide Matifiant creates a naturally perfected 
and unified complexion. Rose Centifolia distillate 
soothes the skin and provides antioxidant power 
to the primer. Adding to Gucci Beauty makeup 
range, Sérum De Beauté Fluide Matifiant joins 
the House’s first primer, Sérum De Beauté 
Fluide Soyeux, to offer beauty lovers the choice 
between a natural or matte finish. 

NUDESTIX X BEAUTY MAGNET

The NUDESTIX X BEAUTY MAGNET is a patented, 
4-in-1 magnetised professional skincare tool that 
was created as a beautifully simple, yet professional 
solution to organising your essential, must-have 
skincare tools. It contains every tool you need to 
enhance your daily skincare, invigorate and refresh 
your skin, help and clear clogged pores. These 
tools are something you need to enhance the best 
performance from your daily skincare, invigorate 
and refresh your skin, clear clogged pores and also 
contains the perfect tweezer to maintain groomed 
brows and remove stray hairs.

SHOW ME LOVE

This Valentines’ Day, OMEGA is exploring the unique dimensions 
of the deepest human emotion. Just like love itself, their watches 
are full of diversity, ranging from classic beauty to modern 
thinking, with plenty of features and materials to admire. We’ve 
expressed our love for watchmaking in our own special way. 
Now, it’s over to you. Love is… an iconic case design in 18K 
SednaTM Gold and stainless steel. In a larger size, the famous 
Constellation features on this model are more prominent than 
ever, including the polished claws that grip to the black ceramic 
bezel, and the single Constellation Star, which sits just above the 
date window on the silk-embossed rhodium-grey dial. OMEGA 
has presented this alluring timepiece on a grey leather strap and 
powered it with the Co-Axial Master Chronometer Calibre 8900 
— the ultimate example of a passion for precision.

BOSS X MATTEO BERRETTINI

BOSS has announced a long-term partnership and the launch of a standalone capsule 
collection, co-created by Italian professional tennis player, Matteo Berrettini. Alongside 
Berrettini’s role as an ambassador for BOSS, the BOSS x MATTEO BERRETTINI 
collection will be introduced for summer 2022, with the line encompassing both bold 
active designs as well as off-court essentials. Championing sleek style and streamlined 
silhouettes, a modern polo and innovative shorts with stretch form the foundations for 
ultimate performance. They are branded with the new brand logo and crisp colours 
adding signature BOSS touches. A cap, wristband and more sustainable socks complete 
this dynamic look. Take the collection off-court, for whatever the day holds, with a 
contemporary T-shirt, and pair it with a new hoodie and casual pants – both with extra 
stretch – for an easy-going, laidback look.  A percentage of all sales will be donated 
to Berrettini’s soon-to-be launched charity, supporting underprivileged children in Italy.

LAY ZHANG: A NEW HUBLOT AMBASSADOR

Hublot has announced that Chinese pop star Lay Zhang is joining the Hublot Family, sharing his First, 
Unique, Different take on the world of music and performing arts. Lay is the kind of person who is 
driven by his powerful ambition and his constant quest for excellence. He pushes the boundaries of 
performance and creates a new and distinct style that is unique and transformative. He is capable of 
fusing different identities by using his multiple facets as a performer, dancer, singer and actor, while 
also fusing Chinese culture with a revolutionary kind of music and performance art. In just a few years, 
Lay has become one of the biggest musical players in Asia. He has it all and it seems like nothing can 
stop his brilliant ascension. Known as the most popular young idol in China, he has broadened his 
exposure since 2018 by gaining success in the US and making his entry into the US Billboard 200 
album chart.
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Kiss-proof, long-wearing lip colours for 
Valentine’s Day

PUCKER UP, BUTTERCUP

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

GUCCI ROUGE À LÈVRES MAT MATTE LIPSTICK
RM160
Rouge à Lèvres Mat presents a collection of intensely-hued lip colours 
with a long-lasting matte finish. Specially formulated with rich 
pigment and gelling waxes, the lipstick delivers vibrant colour with 
a soft, velvety feel. Born under the creative direction of Alessandro 
Michele, a range of brilliantly coloured shades are inspired by iconic 
Hollywood movies and characters from the gilded era. The bold colour 
palette speaks to the eccentric and free-spirited mood of the House's 
collections—an unconfined and unlimited form of self-expression—with 
each lipstick encased within precious gold-toned packaging etched 
with an engraved design.

HUDA BEAUTY LIQUID MATTE ULTRA-COMFORT TRANSFER-PROOF 
LIPSTICK
RM90
This newly reformulated liquid lipstick comes in an exclusive and 
striking, orange-red shade to start the Year of the Tiger right. 
Redefining the statement power lip, be brave, bold and feel beautiful 
with the one-swipe application of vibrant colour coverage. Now better 
than ever, the formula is even more comfortable, vegan friendly, and 
flake-, streak-, smudge- and transfer-proof. It legit feels like you’re 
wearing nothing at all. Infused with the same signature ingredients & 
Lip L.O.V.E. complex as the OG formula (antioxidants and an exclusive 
moisturising complex!), the lipstick now boasts the thinnest possible 
formula that will keep lips supple throughout the day.

ANASTASIA BEVERLY HILLS MATTE AND SATIN LIPSTICK
RM105
Anastasia Beverly Hills Matte & Satin Lipstick is everything you desire 
in a single swipe — brilliantly pigmented, insanely smooth glide-on, 
18 seriously stunning new shades. This game-changing formula is 
addictive by design with its intense payoff, luscious wearability and 
two velvety-soft, featherlight finishes that deliver all your looks day 
to night, which works in your favour for Valentine’s Day. The bullet 
tip design provides pro-level control, unparalleled precision and 
even colour distribution, so you can go from natural to glam faster 
than you can blow a kiss. Housed in a luxurious, gorgeous rose-gold 
component, it makes the perfect statement piece for your makeup bag 
or clutch.

FENTY BEAUTY STUNNA LIP PAINT
RM122
When life’s all about taking risks, wearing liquid lipstick shouldn’t 
be one of them. Enter Stunna Lip Paint: The love child of high-
impact colour and low-maintenance longwear—now in a range of 
head-turning shades that have got everyone’s name on them. Each 
shade was hand-picked by Rihanna and created to look incredible 
on everyone. Equal parts class and sass, Stunna Lip Paint goes from 
zero to 100 in one stroke of its lip-defining precision wand, making it 
easier than ever to dress your entire pout in show-stopping, soft matte 
pigment.

VERSACE’S CAPSULE COLLECTION

For the Year of the Tiger, Versace presents an exquisite capsule 
collection of new styles and reimagined brand favourites. A print 
featuring the tiger spirit animal sitting resplendent within golden 
Baroque flourishes is introduced for the capsule, as well as a 
vibrant new year red colour that runs throughout the collection. 
The tiger motif adorns a selection of ready-to-wear separates as 
both a print across soft jersey sweats and T-shirts, and an elegant 
embroidery detail on sportswear-inspired jackets and a button-up 
knit sweater. La Greca print in a never-seen-before New Year red 
plays out across a selection of women’s and men’s styles. A choice 
of short-sleeved dresses or sweater and skirt separates with all-
over  La Greca print are punctuated by gold-tone Medusa buttons. 
Sportswear-inspired men’s jackets and trackpants are finished in 
a technical fabric with La Greca and embroidery details. Limited-
edition accessories are typically playful and glamorous, with 
exclusive variations of the La Medusa bag and phone case in red 
with gold-tone metal hardware for women, and a men’s coated 
canvas backpack and versatile pouch, both finished in La Greca 
print disrupted by tiger stripes.

PUCKER UP

Anastasia Beverly Hills’ Matte & Satin Lipsticks are everything you desire in a single swipe. Brilliantly 
pigmented with comfortable wearability, glide it on smoothly with a pro-level control from the bullet tip 
design. This game-changing formula is addictive by design, when you experience the luscious, velvety-soft 
featherlight finishes – serving looks from day to night. Switch it up from natural to glam faster than you 
can blow a kiss! With its intense colour payoff, you can expect these gorgeous colours to last and ready 
to impress whenever the mask comes off. It is available in 18 universally flattering shades, suitable for all 
skin tones. The beauty brand’s lip liners  draw the line at the perfect lip and ABH lip liner delivers precise 
shaping and contouring. It has a velvet matte finish that is creamy (but never shiny and slippery). The lip 
liner has a unique square-shaped design that allows you to sharpen your liners to a fine point for extreme 
precision. Wear it alone or pair it with the complementary Matte & Satin Lipsticks.

PATRICK TA IS HERE

Let your definition of beautiful inspire others to take charge of their beauty journey while delivering 
strong, powerful looks that stay. With every shade, shimmer and shine, expect major glow-ups worthy 
of headlines. Because everyone deserves to feel confident and beautiful everyday. The highly coveted, 
prodigious, women-inspired makeup brand, Patrick Ta is here and is available exclusively at Sephora. 
Serve major face with Patrick Ta’s Major Headlines Cream + Powder Blush Duo — a cheek duo 
with two complementary blush formulas, cream and powder is designed to give full, bold colour, 
guaranteed to turn heads. With its creamy-smooth and seamless texture, the cream colour delivers an 
effortless dewy look while the powder blush glides like a dream. Alternatively, the Patrick Ta Major 
Glow Body Oil is just what you need for that everyday glow. This luxuriously scented, pearlescent body 
oil lets you luxuriate in its rich formula that moisturises skin while illuminating it with an otherworldly 
glow. Inspired by the flawless, next-to-naked look, this fragrant oil is concocted with vitamin C, vitamin 
E & Magnolia bark extract, and olive oil & Squalene that work to stimulate collagen production, add 
a veil of protection from external aggressors and free radical damage, and smoothen skin that imparts 
a healthy, pearlescent glow.

BEAUTY PRODUCT
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EVERLASTING 
VIBRANCE

Find the latest drops of everything nice 
for your new year style

THE SEASON’S 
LATEST

MR P.
Ribbed Cotton-Blend 

Socks
RM105

THE ROW
Garden Leather Boots

RM8,904

TOM FORD
Slim-Fit Full-Grain Leather 

Biker Jacket
RM 29,873

CELINE HOMME
Kurt Distressed Jeans

RM3,701

CELINE HOMME
Printed Cotton-

Jersey 
T-Shirt

RM2,697

CELINE HOMME
Kurt Distressed 
Selvedge Jeans

RM 4,303CELINE HOMME
Appliquéd Wool-Blend 

Bomber Jacket
RM12,508

CELINE HOMME
Striped Cotton-Blend 

Socks
RM602

CELINE HOMME
Leather Chelsea Boots

RM 5,221

BOTTEGA VENETA
Gold-tone necklace

RM3,225

VALENTINO
Valentino Garavani Tan-go 
155 patent-leather platform 

pumps
RM5,260

BOTTEGA VENETA
Set of five gold-tone 

silver rings
RM3,054

SAINT LAURENT
Vesper leather-
trimmed bouclé 

pumps
RM3,281

SAINT LAURENT
Le 5 à 7 patent-
leather shoulder 

bag
RM8,551

SAINT LAURENT
Two-tone wool-
blend bouclé-
tweed blazer
RM27,441

SAINT LAURENT
Metallic stretch-jersey 

bodysuit
RM4,150

VALENTINO
Valentino Garavani 

Rockstud Alcove 
textured-leather tote

RM12,176

VALENTINO
Belted wool-blend 
bouclé-tweed mini 

dress
RM12,347

GUCCI
Checked metallic 
tweed mini skirt

RM5,449

The ultimate pop of colour to 
represent your mood.

MR P.
Cotton-Jersey T-Shirt

RM 263
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   THE
 Luxe REPORT

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Lexus OFFROAD

JAOS Corporation and Lexus collaborate to feature a new customised LX “OFFROAD” model. LEXUS is committed to offering a diverse range 
of products to meet the diversifying needs and lifestyles of its customers. The new LX offers a higher level of refinement, while maintaining its 
time-tested reliability, durability and off-road driving performance in order to provide the owners with a rewarding lifestyle experience whether 
it is in the urban city or deep off the beaten track. This collaboration is the result of the desire of both companies to provide customers with an 
all-new experience. Aptly dubbed the LX 600 “OFFROAD,” the new option features an extensive body makeover tailored to take on any harsh 
terrain you’ll encounter. The vehicle receives upgraded parts from lightweight infusion-moulded CFRP including its front and rear bumper skid 
plates and fenders, while mudguards, an exhaust muffler cutter, side steps and door handle protectors round up the rest of the enhancements. 
The 20-inch 10-spoke Enkei forged rims now take over down low, complete with a titanium gold finish for a sportier aesthetic, paired with 
hefty 285/55R20 Tokyo Open Country A/T tyres for more traction.

Renaissance Hotel on the Island of the Gods

Renaissance Hotels, part of Marriott Bonvoy’s portfolio of 30 extraordinary hotel brands, has 
unveiled its second property on the Island of the Gods with the opening of Renaissance Bali 
Nusa Dua Resort. Perched on the hills above Nusa Dua and overlooking sprawling views of the 
lush green canopy and Indian Ocean, the new resort features 310 stylish guest rooms and four 
thematic pools, in welcoming travellers to discover unexpected gems in the tropical destination. 
Drawing inspiration from the grand theatrics of traditional Balinese dances, especially the 
Barong Dance, the design of the Renaissance Bali Nusa Dua Resort pays homage to one of the 
oldest forms of performing arts of the island. The 310 guest rooms and suites are thoughtfully-
designed as a tribute to the island’s heritage – with a Balinese mask pattern on the ceiling, 
a modern invention of ‘Balinese dancer’s head’ gobo light, and turquoise-accented walls for 
a sense of calm. Featuring breathtaking views of the island, the stylish rooms are seamlessly 
designed, with spacious bathrooms.

Power Boost

Volkswagen Passenger Cars Malaysia (VPCM) launched the new Passat R- Line, an enhanced model with higher power and more premium features 
befitting its status as the world’s best-selling mid-sized sedan. The new Passat R-Line is given a power boost as its 2.0TSI turbocharged engine now 
produces 220PS and 350Nm of torque. Paired with a 6-speed wet clutch DSG, it delivers a dynamic driving experience that can be personalised 
even further with Dynamic Chassis Control (DCC). Finer details have been added to the interior to make it more luxurious, with the key highlight being 
a premium Harman Kardon audio system. The 12 high-performance speakers and 700-watt amplifier will create an immersive audio journey for 
every drive. There is currently a haptic-touch air con control that is simple and intuitive to use too.Locally assembled in Pekan, the new Passat R-Line 
is available in five colours including the new Scale Silver. It is the second model in Malaysia to receive the new Volkswagen logo.

Avaani Reimagines Krabi

Avani Hotels iadded the Avani+ Koh Lanta Resort in 
Krabi to the brand’s collection that offers back-to-nature 
and island escape experience. Avani+ Koh Lanta Resort 
debuts 92 spacious guest rooms, suites and private pool 
villas decked in Malay motifs and nestled in the pristine 
peninsula overlooking the Andaman Sea’s breath-taking 
sunset scene. The resort redesign was led by a Thai-
based PIA design studio that draws inspiration from the 
heritage of Sriraya or the Lanta Old Town—incorporating 
the Thai roots as the base of the resort’s concept and 
blending the history of the Moken or Sea Gypsy, Muslim 
and Chinese communities. All signify a harmonious 
society once at the head of a trading port that connected 
Krabi to Penang and Singapore. The renewed 92 
guest rooms and private pool villas incorporate the 
hand-drawn wallpaper of Malay motifs that derive 
from the traditional pattern in Malaysian woodcarving 
introduced to the Thai people from the trading days, and 
classic chinoiserie floor tiles. The crème de la crème of 
the resort is The Grand Ocean Residence perched atop 
the private peninsula, featuring a private garden that is 
perfect for intimate wedding celebrations and exclusive 
villa events. A living room, dining and kitchen facilities 
are also available to complete an ideal group vacation.
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BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

DESIGN MEETS INNOVATION
Most Coveted Classic Mercedes Benz

Passenger cars, commercial vehicles, racing cars: Mercedes-Benz is a brand that can boast an 
extremely broad product range and one that is highly diversified. In every decade, there have always 
been individual vehicles built for specific purposes. This is where we show some of the rarities that 

make up this extraordinary story.

MERCEDES-BENZ 300S W188, 1954

Upon its launch, the Mercedes-Benz 300S 
was the most expensive and exclusive car that 
the brand produced. Available as either a 
two-seat roadster, 2+2 coupe, or a drop top, 
it was mechanically identical to the standard 
300 W186. However, its hand-crafted body 
meant it was 50% more expensive than the 
standard car. The fact that only 216 of these 
were made also was a contributing factor to 
its extremely high price tag. In-keeping with 
the Mercedes tradition of combining cutting 
edge tech with luxury, the rear suspension of 
the 300S was adjustable by a knob on the 
dashboard, and its central lubrication was 
operated by foot.

MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL ROADSTER, 1958

Mercedes-Benz introduced a Roadster version of the 300SL at the 1957 Geneva Motor Show. It effectively replaced the gullwing coupe which was 
retired that year. At $11,000, it was more expensive than the outgoing coupe and it benefited from a host of upgrades. Like the Gullwing, the 
Roadster featured roughly the same engineering underneath, but the body was changed to incorporate regular doors. Detail differences included 
larger front fenders, larger ‘euro’ headlights, a smaller grille, a rounder front windscreen and a chrome accent strip running down the side of the 
car. To maintain rigidity, Mercedes-Benz engineers had to add more structural integrity into the chassis. Thus the Roadster is slightly heavier than its 
coupe counterpart. The rear suspension was also revised with a single-point swing axle and an additional coil spring. The engine was only slightly 
updated to include a sports camshaft and a higher 9.5:1 compression ratio. This helped the car achieve a top speed near 155 mph.

MERCEDES-BENZ 280 SL PAGODA, 1967

A superior display of power coupled with sporty elegance, the Mercedes-Benz Pagoda presented at the Geneva Motor Show in March 1963 
caused a sensation not only among experts. The 230 SL was the world’s first sports car with an innovative safety body, from 1967 to 1971 the 
further developed 280 SL came off the production line. The two-seater Roadster was launched with unique comfort, exeptional performance and 
unprecedented driving safety for a sports car. Visually, the removeable coupé roof designed by Paul Braque and arched inwards is reminiscent 
of the curved roofs of Asian temples and the “Pagoda” was born.

MERCEDES-BENZ 190 SL, 1960

The Mercedes-Benz 190SL was introduced as an affordable 
alternative to the iconic 300SL gullwing. It shared the styling, 
engineering, aesthetics, and fully independent suspension from its 
quicker, more expensive big brother, but lacked its tubular space 
frame. Instead, it was based on the platform from the W121 
saloon.

MERCEDES-BENZ SLX, 1965

The Mercedes-Benz SLX project at the beginning of the 1960’s 
was intended to play a major role: it was to be nothing less than a 
successor to the 300 SL Gullwing. In 1965, a breathtaking design 
in the style of an Italian gran turismo sports car was created. A 
full-scale mock-up was constructed from wood and this was even 
tested in a wind tunnel. But then the project was stopped. However, 
the wooden mock-up is still one of the rarest items in the company’s 
own collection of motorcars.

MERCEDES-BENZ 150 SPORTS ROADSTER (W 30), 1934

The Mercedes-Benz 150 sports roadster was the series version of 
the 150 sports saloon. With an open top and boasting an unusual 
design, this roadster is an invitation in itself to take it out for a spin. 
However, the car was not a success. Experts are sure that only 
two of them were ever built. One of these is in the Mercedes-Benz 
Classic archive and vehicle collection.
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BALENCIAGA 
AND ITS LASTING IMPACT

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Founded by the Spanish fashion designer Cristóbal Balenciaga over a century ago, Balenciaga was 
originally known for its sculptural, impeccably-constructed couture. After its revival by Nicolas 
Ghesquière in the 1990’s, the label is now revered as one of luxury fashion’s most progressive, agenda-
setting labels, notorious for its ability to create instant cult classics. Its current creative director, 
Vetements founder Demna Gvasalia, has brought a streetwear-inspired, boisterous energy to the house.

Hourglass wool blazer
RM11,321 
Balenciaga’s Hourglass blazer is true to its 
name, offering a which became one of the 
founder’s most iconic signatures. It’s expertly 
tailored from wool and fastens with two 
buttons at the single-breasted front. Wear it 
with tonal pants or over a midi dress.

Printed high-rise straight-leg jeans
RM4,230
Balenciaga’s straight-leg jeans are printed 
with elegant cursive logos and have buttons 
engraved with branding. There’s a textured 
inlaid patch at the back. Highlight the cuffs 
with leather knee boots.

NASA Space oversized appliquéd padded 
shell bomber jacket
RM5,493
Balenciaga’s NASA-inspired capsule plays 
into the joy of fashion with its sense of 
fantasy and dress-up. Resembling cadets’ 
gear, this oversized bomber jacket is cut 
from shell and appliquéd with retro patches 
— they’re attached with Velcro®, so you can 
customise yours.

Track logo-detailed mesh and rubber sneakers
RM5,176
This white and black iteration of Balenciaga’s ‘Track’ sneakers 
will go with practically anything, from sweater dresses to sharp 
tailoring. Set on signature chunky soles, they’re made from rubber 
and mesh and detailed with the label’s logo printed and debossed 
at the toes. The padded collars and tongue ensure a comfortable fit.

Cat-eye acetate sunglasses
RM1,265
Balenciaga’s sunglasses have been made in Italy from black 
acetate in an oversized cat-eye silhouette. They’re fitted with solid 
grey lenses and have slim arms printed with the label’s logo at the 
temples. They’re such a chic style for daily wear.

Hourglass XS croc-effect leather tote
RM10,858
The curvaceous profile of Balenciaga’s white XS-size Hourglass 
bag draws on Cristóbal Balenciaga’s architectural nipped-in waist 
that has become a house signature. It’s crafted from crocodile-effect 
leather and a top flap accented with the B-shaped buckle nodding 
to Demna Gvasalia’s logomania codes. Style it with sculptural 
pieces to bring focus to the geometric details..

Bistro Basket XS woven faux patent-leather tote
RM3,682
Balenciaga’s ‘Bistro Basket XS’ bag is crafted from strips of faux 
patent-leather that are masterfully braided together to resemble 
woven raffia. Sized to hold the essentials, it’s fitted with a handy 
zipped compartment and is detailed with a logo-stamped luggage 
tag at the top handles. Attach the longer strap to keep your hands 
free.
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ZAYA NURAI ISLAND
Abu Dhabi, UAE

A short 15-minute boat ride off the shores 
of Abu Dhabi, discover Zaya Nurai Island. 
A piece of paradise like nowhere else. The 
boutique private island resort features a 
world-class oceanside spa, five fine and 
casual food and beverage outlets, a beach 
club and a calendar of exceptional activities 
on land and sea. As sleep becomes a superior 
state, wow families or inseparable friends 
as they succumb to superb seclusion in the 
six-bedroom Beach Estates, surrounded by 
sweeping grass canopies, private beaches 
and unparalleled ocean views. Smaller 
groups and couples bask in the cosseting 
luxury of the island hospitality, retiring to one 

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

BEAUTIFUL HOTEL DESTINATIONS
Somewhere along the way, hotels have become rightful destinations on their own. Here

are some luxury hotels scattered across the globe, that should be on top of your bucket list, 
post-pandemic.

AMANYARA
Turks and Caicos

Basking on the secluded shores of an 18,000-acre nature 
reserve, Amanyara’s lush tropical pavilions overlook half 
a mile of white sand beaches and the turquoise waters 
of Providenciales’ North West Point Marine National 
Park. A retreat for all ages, the resort offers restorative 
wellness and endless possibilities for discovery above 
and below the waves. Dovetailing with the dramatic 
Providenciales scenery, Amanyara’s Pavilions are 
nestled in coastal vegetation, overlooking ponds 
or peaceful beaches of the Northwest Point Marine 
Reserve. Overhanging eaves shade terraces on three 
sides of each Pavilion, accessed via floor-to-ceiling glass 
doors with some opening out onto private pools. The 
resort’s three to six-bedroom villas offer consummate 
privacy with rooms set around a black infinity pool, 
overlooking reflective ponds and gardens or ocean 
views and serviced by personal chefs and housekeepers. 

www.aman.com/resorts/amanyara 

ANNANDALE
Pigeon Bay, New Zealand
Nestled in the curve of picturesque Pigeon 
Bay, Annandale is literally an escape. It’s so 
remote that the best means of transport here 
is a helicopter. This wild, windswept corner 
of New Zealand’s coast is a wonderland for 
those who seek solitude. The estate boasts 
four private villas including a contemporary 
couples’ escape and 19th Century 
homestead which provides magnificent sea-
facing vistas, open-air fire pits and heated 

AWASI ATACAMA
Atacama Desert, Chile
Located in the ancient trading town of San 
Pedro de Atacama, Awasi Atacama has just 
12 rooms.
Each room is assigned with a private guide 
and 4WD, so guests can explore at their 
own pace, visiting where they want, when 
they want. After days spent exploring the 
impressive natural scenery of the Atacama 
Desert, return to Awasi Atacama for a 
swim in the pool, a drink by the fire pit 
and long evening meals in the Relais & 
Chateaux restaurant. With private patios, 
tall trees providing natural shade and open-
air communal areas, you can enjoy the 
world’s clearest skies, Awasi is the perfect 
place to enjoy the very best of the Atacama. 
Inspired by Pre-Inca ruins located outside 
San Pedro de Atacama, the 12 adobe 
suites have charming thatched roofs and 
large bathrooms which open into private 
solariums with al-fresco showers.

www.awasiatacama.com 

SIX SENSES KAPLANKAYA
Bodrum, Turkey

Six Senses Kaplankaya is nestled along 
a secluded, Agean stretch of coast in 
Bodrum. It preserves the natural beauty 
of its cypress-clad surroundings, terracing 
down to the turquoise sea to give every 
occasion a dramatic backdrop. Enjoy the 
juxtaposition of old and new, an easy access 
to archaeological sites including two of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World with 
pioneering wellness and Earth Lab initiatives. 
It is typical for a hotel from the Six Senses 
group to be far-flung and one with nature 
—gorgeous olive groves, towering cypress 
trees and blooming oleander. Its wondrous 
spa is relaxing and curative, washing away 
all your woes.

www.sixsenses.com/en/resorts/kaplankaya 

Room To Grow

or two-bedroom Beach Villas. At Zaya Nurai, 
there’s a superior space for every generation 
and agenda. Immersive and exceptional, 
Zaya Nurai is home to the dedicated fine 
dining that you and your guests truly deserve. 
Tailored to your tastes and served according 
to your standards. As for wellness, craft your 
shape in the hotel’s state-of-the-art glass-
walled gym, surrounded by lush greenery 
before slipping into the jacuzzi to revive 
tired muscles, sweat out those toxins in spa 
facilities or improve blood circulation in the 
newly-added snow room.

www.zayanuraiisland.com 

pools. Each villa carries a style of its own, 
all private and offering the verdant greenery 
of New Zealand’s farm land. Enjoy activities 
such as diving, kayaking, hiking and biking 
throughout the day. When night falls, huddle 
up in front of the fire pit with a cocktail in 
hand and stargaze.  

www.annandale.com 

DOMAINE LES ROULETTS
Vaucluse, France

Domaine Les Roullets is a boutique bed and 
breakfast, self-catering cottage and vineyard 
located in the golden triangle of Provence. It 
has breathtaking views of the nearby Luberon 
mountains and is only a short drive from 
the picturesque hilltop villages of Gordes, 
Bonnieux, Ménerbes and Roussillon. Widely 
considered one of the most beautiful estates 
in the area, the extensive landscaped gardens 
feature lavender, olive trees and cypresses, 
pruned to perfection. This attention to detail 
extends to the interiors, where there is a 
harmonious blend of antique and modern, 
east and west. This luxury retreat is the 
perfect place to relax and pamper yourself. 
Domaine Les Roullets has a small vineyard 
which produces excellent quality organic 
AOP Luberon red and rosé wines which are 
available to taste and buy from its cellar door.

www.lesroullets.com 
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BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

HAUTE HOMEWARE
Classic and Contemporary Danish Designs 

1. MINIMISE

Scandinavian design emphasises bright, light 
and open spaces, with enough room to move 
and breathe within them. Visual elements like 
clean lines and white space evoke a sense of 
calm and capacity. One thing a Scandinavian 
room is not? Cluttered. Naturally, the first step 
for most is decluttering. But rather than going for 
a stark and ultra-minimalist look, we suggest you 
aim for ‘lagom’, a Swedish term that translates 
to ‘in between’ or ‘just right.’ A similar concept 
is Japanese organiser Marie Kondo’s “just-right 
click point.” It’s personal, and you’ll know 
it when you get there. If you do need some 
concrete tips for lagom, use pattern and colour 
sparingly (in rugs and accents, for example) and 
try balancing any too much-ness with opposite 
qualities in the room. Then, to hone in on your 
individual definition of lagom, add or remove 
items until you feel like you’ve arrived. And don’t 
forget, shop and add pieces to your room with 
mindfulness. Scandinavian décor on a budget is 
easier than you think!

Danish design  is known for its use of  wood, streamlined shapes and simple silhouettes. It’s very 
structured and almost architectural in its purity — the walls are white, the floors are boards and the 
furniture is minimalist, with clean lines and no extraneous detail. Colour is added with a few cushions 
or lamps. Windows are usually left bare. If there are curtains or blinds, they tend to be white. High 

ceilings and an absence of clutter add to the sense of airy space. 

Danish modern style began in the 1920’s, embracing the principles of Bauhaus design — pure, clean 
lines in furniture that was shaped around the human body. Many of the classic pieces designed in the 
1940’s and '50s are still in production today. Danish designers have always been passionate about good 
design. They believe strongly that good design improves lives and should be affordable to all. White 
walls and white floors punctuated with splashes of colour are the key to this look and are easy to 
include in your own home. The Danes can claim some of the world's best furniture designers as their 
own: Hans Wegner, Arne Jacobsen, Verner Panton and Poul Henningsen. Below, we feature six tips to 

bring the Danish style to your home.

2. CHOOSE QUALITY

In keeping with the Daish tradition of craftsmanship, 
invest in high quality, multi-purpose or practical pieces, 
if you don’t already have them. Danish furniture, light 
fixtures and other functional items should have a modern 
and striking look, while remaining simple and not overly 
ornate. This doesn’t mean sacrificing style. In fact, when 
ordinary items are made well (and from high quality 
materials), they can become decorative elements in their 
own right. Look for the design in the ordinary and storage-
as-décor pieces like garment and shoe racks, shelves and 
organisers, as well as other storage-included items — all 
of which can function as embellishments in your home and 
stunning design elements.

4. THINK NEUTRAL

When considering colour, imitate the palette of nature — think earth, 
stone and wood, with pops of brighter colour. A neutral colour scheme is 
simple yet sophisticated, and choosing lighter versions of wall colour gives 
lightness, as does light wood. With larger blocks of accent colour, and 
colour is allowed, go for grayish blues, green plants, warm tan, neutral 
(unsaturated) versions of colour, monochromatic colour stories and graphic 
and botanical prints. With smaller accents, bright and bold colours are 
welcome infusions of joy.

5. USE CONTRAST

As with most interior design styles, Danish room design relies on the design 
principle of contrast. While many people typically think of colours at the 
opposite ends of the colour wheel when they hear the word contrast, in this 
case, contrast can apply to a wide range of design elements (think: shape, 
size, texture, mood). Instead of contrasting colours, contrast light and dark 
neutrals, old pieces and new pieces, abstract and natural, straight and 
wavy, neutral and flashes of colour, hard and soft, utility and coziness. To 
heighten the look, find ways to contrast your foundational pieces, such as 
walls, furniture, light fixtures and wall art.

6. INFUSE HYGGE

Critics of Scandinavian design often mistake the style for minimalism, which 
many people consider harsh and cold. Some people do enjoy a version 
of Scandinavian style that is lean, minimal and almost monastic. But more 
often than not, the coolness of white and potentially uninviting clean lines 
are softened by warmer textures and colours and another important piece 
of the puzzle — hygge. Hygge is a Danish word that roughly translates 
to cosy togetherness. Since Scandinavian design is informed by the dark 
and bitterness of Scandinavian winters, staying warm and comfortable 
is essential. To infuse hygge, add things that remind you of warmth 
and comfort, such as candles, soft blankets and slippers. If you have a 
fireplace, make this a focal point and gathering place. Add personal 
touches that make you happy. Hygge is very much about relaxation and 
ease, so don’t be afraid to keep throw blankets unfolded, covers rumpled 
and well-loved items in clear view. And when planning the layout of your 
rooms, try to create oases of comfort, such as cozy chairs for reading and 
drinking tea.

3. BRING NATURE INSIDE

Scandinavians have a unique and hard-earned 
appreciation for nature because, historically, natural 
resources in Scandinavian countries were scarce. People 
had to learn to work with nature, to understand and 
respect it, in order to get the most out of what nature 
offered. This appreciation for nature comes through in 
the way Scandinavians spend time outdoors and in the 
way they design and decorate their homes. You can 
honour nature as a Scandinavian design principle by 
incorporating natural elements, such as light and bright 
wood, nature-inspired sculptural pieces, house plants, 
and natural textiles and upholstery, such as wool, mohair, 
sheepskin, linen, jute, burlap and more. Use plants and 
natural objects in vignettes. Let in light and views from 
outside. And whenever you can, use eco-friendly and 
sustainable materials in your home.

 KL LIFESTYLE l 69 

LUXE LIFESTYLE

68 l KL LIFESTYLE



Angkor Wat, Cambodia

Angkor Wat is just one of dozens of extant Khmer temples in 
the Angkor area of present-day Cambodia, but it represents 
the apex of a building tradition that spanned five centuries, 
and the height of Khmer power and influence in the region. It 
is the largest temple complex at Angkor, and the intricate bas-
relief sculptures that line the sandstone structures exemplify the 
apex of Khmer artistry. Although it has been in continuous use 
since its construction in the 12h century, aspects of its history 
remain unknown. In contrast with many of the other temples at 
Angkor, Angkor Wat faces west, a reflection of its dedication to 
Vishnu, who ruled over the western quadrant of the compass. A 
wide rectangular moat surrounds the complex. The temple itself 
consists of two of the primary elements of Khmer architecture: 
the pyramid and concentric galleries.

Pantheon, Rome

Rome is home to many awe-inspiring buildings, including the 
Pantheon. Like the city itself, it was not built in a day – it was 
destroyed twice and rebuilt each time. The building started 
as a rectangular structure, but over time evolved into the 
gorgeous dome building seen today. There is much debate 
between historians over which emperor and architects were 
responsible for the design. All we know is that this “Temple 
of the Gods” was built around 126AD.

Las Lajas Sanctuary, Nariño

This gothic-looking church is built inside a canyon and 
impressively connects one side of it to the other. It’s located 
in Southern Colombia, the site where a woman and her 
daughter reportedly saw an apparition of Virgin Mary in 
1754, which made the previously deaf and mute daughter 
able to speak. Since then, various shrines have been built. 
This building was constructed between 1916 and 1949.

Lotus Temple, New Delhi

The Lotus Temple is a Bahá’í House of Worship in New Delhi. 
It features 27 structures resembling petals of the lotus flower 
that open onto a central hall. Its surface is made of white 
marble from Mount Pentelicus in Greece, the same marble used 
to build the Parthenon. Since it’s completion in 1986, it has 
attracted over 100 million people, becoming one of the most 
visited buildings in the world.

La Pedrera, Barcelona

Nested among the streets of Barcelona are some beautiful and unusual 
buildings by world-famous architect Antoni Gaudi. His unique approach 
has generated some of the most creative buildings in the world, including 
La Pedrera. One of the most imaginative houses in architecture, this 
is more sculpture than building. The façade with a mass of undulating 
stone and iron balconies explores the irregularities of the natural world. 
UNESCO recognised this building as a World Heritage in 1984.

WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
ARCHITECTURES

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

There are many ways to reflect a 
place or country’s local culture — 
through the food,  textiles, dialects 
and most importantly, the buildings 
that can reveal the most about a 
place. These buildings hold stories 
past and were silent witnesses 
to kingdoms, tastes and history. 
These buildings are renowned for 
various reasons — some for their 
architectural charm and others 
for their historical significance or 
a healthy mix of both. Read on for 
some of the world’s most beautiful 
buildings. 

Dancing House, Prague

The Dancing House or Fred and Ginger was designed by the 
Croatian-Czech architect Vlado Milunić in collaboration with the 
renowned Canadian-American architect Frank Gehry on a vacant 
riverfront plot. The building was designed in 1992 and completed 
in 1996. The very non-traditional design was controversial at the 
time because the house stood out among the Baroque, Gothic and 
Art Nouveau buildings for which Prague is famous for and in the 
opinion of some, it did not accord well with those architectural 
styles.

Hagia Sophia, Istanbul

Hagia Sophia, Turkish Ayasofya, also called Church of the Holy 
Wisdom, is an important Byzantine structure in Istanbul and one of 
the world’s great monuments. It was built as a Christian church in 
the 6th century CE (532–537) under the direction of the Byzantine 
emperor Justinian I. In subsequent centuries it became a mosque, 
a museum, and a mosque again. The building reflects the religious 
changes that have played out in the region over the centuries, with 
the minarets and inscriptions of Islam as well as the lavish mosaics 
of Christianity.
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GOAT / SHEEP - MILAN, ITALY
Goats/Sheep are social creatures. They are uniquely aware of how doors open through relationships 
and are eager to seize an opportunity when presented. This year, Milan equates opportunity. Milan 
is without a doubt the capital of Italian and international fashion. Cosmopolitan, it incorporates 
luxury, art, gastronomy and culture.

Stay at Armani Hotel Milano
Situated in the heart of the historic centre of Milan, in the city’s prestigious fashion district, sits the 
Armani Hotel Milano, providing a world of harmony, privacy and calm in true Armani style. For 
once-in-a-lifetime holiday, a special occasion, an indulgent treat or a business stay, make lifelong 
memories at Armani Hotel Milano.

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

HOLIDAY DESTINATIONS IN 2022 BASED 
ON YOUR CHINESE ZODIAC

DRAGON - NEW YORK, USA
The powerful Dragon is the only mythical creature among the Chinese zodiac signs. People born 
in the Year of the Dragon embody strong and courageous traits, with a love for adventure and 
romance. There’s no city in the world that suits Dragons than the Big Apple.

Stay at Baccarat Hotel New York
Baccarat Hotel New York is the first hotel and global flagship of the 255-year-old crystal brand 
Baccarat. The Museum of Modern Art and shopping on Fifth Avenue are just steps away. Designed 
by the Parisian design team Gilles & Boissier, the 114 beautifully appointed guest rooms and suites 
emphasise luxurious décor and exquisite craftsmanship, like Baccarat’s crystal craftsmanship.  

This new year is the Year of the Water Tiger — a year made for bold action. The Tiger 
is known for its power, courage and ability to do everything on a grand scale. So when 

choosing your next holiday destination, get inspiration based on your Chinese Zodiac sign 
below.

HORSE - GRAUBÜNDEN, 
SWITZERLAND
Gallop your way to open spaces 
and throw caution to the wind this 
year instead of continuing with your 
daily routine. Instead of adhering to 
an itinerary, those born in the Year of 
the Horse craves freedom. The Swiss 
Canton of Graubünden calls to the 
Horse with its limitless possibilities.

SNAKE - SAMARKAND, UZBEKISTAN
This year, good fortune awaits the Snake on the Silk Road and where else to start but in Uzbekistan. 
Many of the top sights of the Silk Road are to be found in Uzbekistan, which served as a central 
crossroad for traders and travellers plying the routes between the Far East and Europe, Persia and 
North Africa.

Stay at Silk Road Samarkand
Silk Road Samarkand, a multifunctional tourist complex designed to become a modern attraction 
not only of the city of Samarkand, but also Central Asia is open this year. The complex will combine 
cultural, gastro, medical and business tourism facilities. The new complex will house world-class 
hotels, specialised boutique hotels, contemporary public spaces, parks, recreation and sports areas, 
authentic restaurants, cafes and bars, as well as an international congress hall and sites of cultural 
interest.

DOG - BADEN-BADEN, GERMANY
The loveable Dog is loyal and sweet, 
and the natural justice seeker of the 
Chinese zodiac signs. They’re also 
playful and active and love getting 
out into nature so the spa town of 
Baden-Baden, Germany will provide 
an invigorating wellness immersion.
 
Stay at Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa
Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa, located 
in the heart of the picturesque, 
cosmopolitan town of Baden-Baden, 
presents itself as an oasis of beauty 
surrounded by enchanting parkland. 
Tradition and modern elegance 
connect with unparalleled spa 
experiences in the legendary grand 
hotel. Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa 
has been a place of relaxation and 
diversion for the travelling elite since 
1872.

RABBIT - HUA HIN, THAILAND
In 2022, Rabbits will seek out holistic 
experiences to bring them peace of 
mind. They might find  sanctity in Hua 
Hin, Thailand, where the goal is for 
their minds to reflect the clear waters 
as they relish moments of relaxation 
in paradise.

Stay at Chiva-Som
Chiva-Som, a pioneer in transformative 
wellness practices to global acclaim. 
Asia’s first comprehensive wellness 
resort, Chiva-Som is a beach front 
property spanning across seven 
acres of paradise. The resort has 
six modalities, offering guests the 
opportunity to focus on fitness, spa, 
nutrition, physio, ascetic beauty or 
holistic elements. Chiva-Som means 
‘Haven of Life’ and this truly embodies 
the goals and philosophies of the 
resort. 

 

MONKEY - LANGKAWI, MALAYSIA
Although the Monkey is the 
antagonist of the Tiger, this year 
won’t be as foreboding as you think, 
so long as you remain disciplined 
and optimistic, the positive stars will 
accompany you in all aspects of life. 
The Jewel of Kedah, Langkawi is just 
the ticket to get you in the right frame 
of mind.

Stay at The Datai Langkawi
This serene haven is where you can 
reconnect with nature and uplift your 
soul. The Datai Langkawi offers the 
perfect escape and allows you to 
nurture to the full the well-being of 
your mind, body and spirit.

RAT — PARIS, FRANCE
People born in the Year of the 
Rat are clever, curious and highly 
resourceful. They crave variety on 
their holidays. That’s why Paris is the 
ideal destination for it beckons with its 
bustling river banks, the beauty and 
charm of its architecture, cuisine and 
countless opportunities to explore art, 
culture and history.

Stay at Cheval Blanc Paris
Overlooking the Seine, in the heart 
of the capital, Cheval Blanc Paris 
embodies the French art de vivre: 
epicurean pleasures, hospitality for 
family and friends. As is fitting in 
Paris, the gastronomic capital, Cheval 
Blanc Paris gives pride of place to 
the culinary arts with an inspired 
approach.

TIGER - LAUSANNE, SWITZERLAND
Those born in the Year of the Tiger are confident, passionate and ambitious adventurers yet even the 
boldest of beasts need to stop to smell the roses. Slow down and indulge in moments of reflection 
in Lausanne.

Stay at Beau-Rivage Palace
Ideally situated on the banks of Lake Geneva, Beau-Rivage Palace is nestled in natural beauty, just a 
stone’s throw away from the centre of Lausanne. The hotel’s four-hectare large garden and splendid 
terrace form an oasis of calm, ideal for recharging one’s batteries. The view of Lake Geneva and the 
Alps exudes a unique serenity, as if outside of time.

ROOSTER - THE FRENCH RIVIERA
We can expect great things for the 
Rooster this year, in wealth, luck 
and love. So why not chase the 
golden glow of a French Riviera 
summer?

Stay at Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc 
Located by crystal clear seas and 
verdant parkland, Hotel du Cap-
Eden-Roc is custodian of some 
truly special flora and fauna. It 
has hosted those in search of 
the Riviera’s rare and delicious 
pleasures every season since 
1870. Discover the captivating 
beauty of the Côte d’Azur and a 
region rich in art and culture.

PIG - DUBAI, UAE
The affable Pig has boundless energy 
and needs a destination that affords it 
the same buzz. Dubai is an energised 
city of skyscrapers, ports and beaches, 
where big business takes place 
alongside sun-seeking tourism – the 
best of both worlds!

Stay at Address Beach Resort
At Address Beach Resort, expect to 
be spoilt for choice. Whether that 
is choosing to take a plunge in one 
of the tallest rooftop infinity pools 
or sunbathing on the private beach, 
guests have a wide array of options 
to enjoy from. The unparalleled views 
of the Arabian Gulf and Dubai Marina 
will leave a lasting impression. Address 
Beach Resort rests in Jumeirah Beach 
Residence, nestled in the heart of The 
Beach.

OX — CORFU, GREECE
The hardworking Ox craves a quiet 
and calm respite. Tranquillity is the 
first word that springs to mind when 
one thinks of Corfu, and if you are 
craving some time spent in peaceful 
self reflection, you will find solace in 
the breathtaking views of Greece’s 
Ionian Sea.

Stay at Ultima Corfu 
Overlooking the Ionian sea, Ultima 
Corfu (part of Ultima’s unique property 
collection with luxury design and 
services from hotels, residences and 
villas to spas and private clinics, 
across the hottest locations in Europe) 
is an ocean-front villa located on the 
emerald island of Corfu, Greece. 
Offering spectacular 180-degree views 
of the Greek and Albanian coasts, 
it comprises a main villa and a guest 
villa with 6 en-suite bedrooms, private 
balconies and terraces overlooking the 
sea. 

 KL LIFESTYLE l 73 

LUXE LIFESTYLE

72 l KL LIFESTYLE





During the global pandemic, 2021 
saw the importance of health 
and wellness and an emphasis 
on skinification — people being 
empowered about the ingredients 
that they use on their faces by 
studying a product before buying. 
Consumers now turn to active and 
hero ingredients to rejuvenate the 
skin at a more meaningful level. 
Cult-favourite creams and serums 
were replaced by cult ingredients 
as people sought to broaden 
their skin-care knowledge in 2021. 
Below, we predict the skincare 
trends 2022 has in store for us.

BEAUTY 101
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

# SUNSCREEN
Sunscreen will never lose its fame especially 
since its the most important secret to anti-
ageing. Its vital use is recognised, widely 
recommended and emphasised by doctors, 
aestheticians and beauticians as being one of 
the most important skin-care requirements. 

# AN ‘INSIDE OUTSIDE’ APPROACH
With more people embracing the ‘inside out’ 
approach to skincare, our beauty forecast for 
2022 says that it’s here to stay and may see 
more emphasis. More education is needed 
for people to understand their own skin, 
especially since people often buy the latest 
skin-care products without considering their 
skin type or concerns and what their skin 
actually requires. Once you’re well-informed 
about your skin, try to adopt the mantra less is 
more and stick to the essentials.

# JAPANESE INDIGO 
Used by brands such as Tatcha, the Japanese 
Indigo is a new ingredient which has healing 
and anti-inflammatory properties and is 
especially good for skin conditions such as 
eczema and rosacea. We will probably start 
to see this pop up more and more in skin-care 
products.

# LED LIGHT MASKS
LED light masks are another trending treatment 
that will follow us into the new year. Originally 
developed by Nasa for plant growth 
experiments, light emitting diodes (LEDs) have 
since been found to have healing, rejuvenating 
and stimulating properties for skin. Granted, 
LED therapy is probably most effective in a 
clinic or beauty room, but LED light masks at 
home can offer excellent results – it just might 
take a little more time to see them.

#  ANTI-INFLAMMATORY SKINCARE 
The term anti-inflammatory are on people’s 
radar now and they are aware how 
inflammation triggers problems with our overall 
health and causes skin dysfunctions. This simply 
means that we’re moving away from certain 
trends like Retin-A or acid peels, in order to 
strengthen the skin as an organ, strengthen skin 
barrier function and our microbiome. Instead, 
we’re transitioning to an anti-inflammatory 
skincare routine and lifestyle that’s better for 
our health and kinder to our skin.

#  SKINIMALISM
Skinimalism, or a minimalistic approach to 
skincare and skincare routine is what we’ll see 
more of in 2022. After having time at home 
to experiment, many are starting to realise that 
less is more when it comes to skin care and 
that using too many products doesn’t guarantee 
effective results. Sometimes, it can even do the 
opposite. Simply keeping your skin hydrated 
and protected can make a big difference.

#  AT-HOME TREATMENTS
In 2020 and 2021, when beauty parlours and 
centres were forced to close, people turned 
to at-home treatments and we predict that this 
trend will continue to rise in popularity. There 
is certainly a rise in orders for face masks, 
overnight rejuvenating treatments, hydrating 
and chemical-peel-like masks.

Skincare Trends to Know in 2022

# KINDER SKINCARE ROUTINE
The new year is for more targeted but kinder 
skin routines. Think balance and simplicity or 
treat and repair rather than all guns blazing. 
While we all love a quick and immediate 
results, shift towards a long term mindset and 
steady ‘skinvestment’ that works the best.

# CERAMIDES AND ESSENTIAL FATTY ACIDS
There will be more focus on barrier repair and 
supporting the skin’s microbiome this year.  We 
need to support and balance the skin’s bacteria, 
not strip it. Enter ceramides and essential fatty 
acids — the go-to recommendation from skin 
professionals, as well as gentler cleansing, 
next-generation enzymes, which give a gentle 
but thorough exfoliation and collagen-boosting 
amino acids.

# FOCUS ON SKIN
Skin will remain a big focus in 2022, with 
less makeup and being more aware of one’s 
skin condition. People have also started to 
recognise that the skin is a barometer of internal 
health and general wellbeing — a radiant, 
clear complexion is a strong indication that 
the body is in a healthy state. An increased 
awareness of mental health issues and the 
stress and anxiety from lockdowns have also 
affected many people’s perspectives and that 
people are looking after themselves in different 
ways, with self-care becoming an ever more 
important part of our regimes.
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When a cold or flu begins its temporary reign over your body, it can seem like you’re at the mercy of the virus when it 
comes to how long it will last. A runny nose, sore throat, cough, congestion, mild body aches and headaches, sneezing, 
and a low-grade fever can leave you feeling exhausted before your symptoms start to clear up. Not to mention, a cold 

can feel a lot like COVID-19 and create paranoia. With the Malaysian weather drastically changing from torrential 
downpour to scorching hot days, we’re listing the best ways to prevent sick days.

STOPPING FLU BEFORE IT EVEN STARTS

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

food like salmon, beef, egg yolks, fortified milk 
and orange juice, cheese and mushrooms, but 
those aren’t sufficient. Consult with your doctor 
and consider a supplement.

3. KEEP YOUR HANDS CLEAN
You might not notice it, but most of us tend to 
touch our faces a lot. This is evident in a study 
that discovered the participants touched their 
face an average 16 times per hour. Shocking 
isn’t it? Touching your eyes, nose or mouth is a 
big no no during the flu season simply because 
when you come in contact with a virus through 
another person or an infected surface, it can 
enter your system if your hands aren’t clean. 
So make sure that your hands are always clean 
and maintain a hands-off policy.

4. SANITISE YOUR PHONE
Let’s be honest, most of us bring our phones 
everywhere, some to the extent of the bathroom. 
Think of all the places you place your phone at 
and imagine the cumulation of germs. Apple 

1.USE A HUMIDIFIER
Low humidity dries out your nasal passages, 
making it harder to trap and eliminate 
the micro-bugs that settle in your sinuses, 
eventually leading to a cold. The fix? Invest 
in a humidifier and keep it running when the 
air starts to feel dry. A humidifier may help 
to keep the mucous membranes moist. Dry 
mucous membranes in the nose inhibit your 
body’s ability to trap germs as they enter your 
system. Keep your humidifier clean as the 
warm moist environment has the tendency to 
become a breeding ground for mould.

2. GET YOUR VITAMIN D FIX
According to studies, people who don’t get 
enough vitamin D are at the risk of suffering 
from an upper respiratory infection—causing 
a cough, scratchy throat, or stuffy nose, than 
those who load up on the sunshine vitamin. 
This is potentially because your cells depend 
on D to activate its immune responses. You 
can get your dose of sunshine vitamin through 

From proper hand washing to getting enough sleep, here’s how you can avoid 
getting sick.

suggests using a Lysol or Clorox disinfecting 
wipe to disinfect your devices. Just ensure to 
shut down, squeeze out any excess liquid and 
dry it off with a soft lint-free cloth. Keep in 
mind that while bleach is great for banishing 
viruses, products containing the substance 
might damage your phone.

5. CARVE OUT ME-TIME
Feeling run-down or overworked can actually 
pave the way for a cold, since stress causes 
your body to pump out excess cortisol, a 
hormone that can weaken your immune 
system’s ability to fight infection. So make 
winding down a priority: take up yoga, 
try meditation, go for a daily stroll through 
nature, or prioritise some time after work to 
make dinner with your family — anything 
that can dust the cobwebs of the day will 
help.

6. SLEEP LIKE A BABY
Having a good night’s sleep is key when it 
comes to preventing the flu. Aim for at least 
seven to nine hours per night. When your 
body is well rested, it can fight off the nasties.

7. GET SOME ZINC
Taking zinc can decrease the growth 
of viruses according to researches and 
apparently reduce the duration and severity 
of symptoms right after they come on. Consult 
your physician for the proper dosage to meet 
your daily needs. You can consume food rich 
in zinc such as meat, tofu, oysters and lentils 
or a supplement if need be. 

8. POWER UP WITH PROBIOTICS
Not all bacteria are bad—the good kind of 
bugs in your gut, found in probiotic food like 
yoghurt, sauerkraut, and kombucha, might 
help support your immune system. After all, a 
large portion of your immune system can be 
found right in your gastrointestinal (GI) tract.
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THE HISTORY OF CHICKPEAS

Chickpeas is one of the earliest cultivated legumes – remains as 
old as 7,500 years were found in the Middle East. Domesticated 
chickpeas have been found in Neolithic pottery in certain parts of 
Turkey. The peas were quite popular with the Greeks, Egyptians, 
and the Romans. And explorers spread the peas all over the world 
as they traveled across oceans. As interesting as it can get, ground 
roast chickpeas were even used as a substitute for coffee in Europe 
way back in 1793. And during the World War I, chickpeas were 
grown for this purpose in parts of Germany. In some parts of the 
world, they are still brewed in the place of coffee.
.

PACKED WITH NUTRIENTS
Chickpeas boast an impressive nutritional 
profile. They contain a moderate number 
of calories, providing 269 per cup (164 
grams). Approximately 67% of these calories 
come from carbs, while the rest comes from 
protein and fat. Chickpeas also provide a 
variety of vitamins and minerals, as well as a 
decent amount of fibre and protein.

MAY KEEP YOU SATIATED
The protein and fibre in chickpeas may help 
keep your appetite under control. Protein and 
fibre work together to slow digestion, which 
helps promote fullness. Furthermore, protein 
may increase levels of appetite-reducing 
hormones in your body. In fact, the satiating 
effects of the protein and fibre in chickpeas 
may automatically lower your calorie intake.

RICH IN PROTEIN
Cickpeas are a great source of plant-based 
protein, making them an excellent source 
for vegetarians and vegans. A 1-cup (164-
gram) serving provides about 14.5 grams of 
protein, which is comparable to the protein 
content of similar nature like black beans 
and lentils. The protein in chickpeas may 
help promote fullness and keep your appetite 
under control. Protein is also known for its 
role in weight management, bone health and 
muscle strength.

Chickpeas, also known as garbanzo beans, aren't just tasty, but also (bean)efit your health in 
more ways than one. It’s among the most widely grown members of the legume family in the 

world and holds a prominent spot on some of the healthiest menus around the globe, like 
the DASH or Mediterranean diets. They are nutrient-dense, providing an impressive combination of 
minerals, fibre, protein and starch that fill you up while remaining low in calories. Chickpeas may 
offer a variety of health benefits, such as aiding weight management, improving digestion, and 

reducing your risk of disease.

CHICKPEAS NUTRITION
Powerhouse of Goodness

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
The fibre in chickpeas makes weight 
management or loss an obvious 
characteristic. It will keep you satiated for 
longer, which will help you stay away from 
junk and other useless stuff. In fact, chickpeas 
might also help cut body fat that contributes 
to weight loss. Another nutrient we must talk 
about is protein, which is known to regulate 
weight. Studies showed that subjects on 
high protein not only lost body weight, but 
were also able to shed more body fat. Also, 
protein’s thermic effect is 30 percent. This 
means that you will burn 30 percent of the 
calories during the digestion of protein. 
Chickpeas are nutrient dense as well. So if 
you need to avoid certain foods to reach 
your weight loss goals, chickpeas can make 
sure you don’t fall behind when it comes to 
optimum nutrition.

REGULATE BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS
Research suggests that consuming chickpeas 
can lower the risk of diabetes. The glycemic 
index of chickpeas is 28, which is on the 
lower end. And that’s one reason it doesn’t 
spike your blood sugar levels. Consuming 
chickpeas in the place of wheat can also 
lead to lower postprandial blood glucose 
levels. In addition, this legume is also rich 
in fibre – one nutrient that slows down the 
absorption of blood sugar, thereby cutting 
the risk of type 2 diabetes. This fibre can 
also control your appetite and help you 
stay away from high GI food that you might 
otherwise mindlessly snack on.

IMPROVE HEART HEALTH
Chickpeas contain potassium, fibre, and 
vitamins C and B6 – all of which support 
heart health. The fibre helps lower the total 
cholesterol in the blood, reducing the risk 
of heart disease. It also removes plaque 
from the arteries and improves their health. 
Consequently, this benefits the heart.
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If you're looking to lose weight or just maintain your physique, try cutting back on cardio for a 
few weeks to focus on these strength training exercises for women that increase metabolism and 

build lean muscle.

WEIGHT TRAINING EXERCISE PLAN 
FOR WOMEN

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

STRENGTH TRAINING 

If you have been a religious cardio girl who runs, cycles, spins or hits the elliptical, these definitely help you lose weight. That said, 
at some point, you will reach a state of plateau. To push past this plateau, strength training is the best remedy, especially since lifting 
weights help amp your metabolism even after your gym session ends. The more muscle you have, the more calories you burn when 
you’re working out and even when you’re sitting still. Strength training is a great way for women (and everyone) to steer clear of injury; 
the stronger the muscles surrounding and supporting your joints, the more you’ll be able to maintain good form and keep out of harm’s 

way. Also, of course, lifting weights can and does make you strong, without causing you to bulk. 

If you’re new to weight training, don’t worry. Experts have created this four-week beginner strength training workout for women to help 
you build a solid foundation of strength training and shift your body into a new place after all that cardio. You only have to do this routine 
twice a week. Each week, the moves will stay the same, but the routine will get harder, thanks to changing programme variables. Put at 
least two days of rest between strength training days, but you can do cardio on those rest days. Following is the weekly breakdown of 

workouts so you can start lifting weights like a pro.

# STRENGTH TRAINING FOR WOMEN 
WORKOUT 1:
-Leg Press
-Goblet Squat
-Seated Cable Row
-Dumbbell Hammer Curl

# STRENGTH TRAINING FOR WOMEN 
WORKOUT 2:
- Leg Press
- Walking Lunges
- Dumbbell Bent Arm Side Raise
- Lying Dumbbell Chest Fly
- Straight Bar Tricep Press Down

# FOUR-WEEK STRENGTH TRAINING 
PROGRAMME

WEEK 1
Complete the exercises in each workout as 
straight sets. For example, you’ll do one set of 
leg presses, rest for 30 seconds, do a second 
set, rest, do the third set. Then, move on to the 
next exercise. You’ll complete all movements 
in both strength workouts for women this way. 
Complete 12 reps of all movements for three 
sets each, and rest for 30 seconds in between 
each set. Choose a weight load where the last 
two reps of every set are extra hard, where 
you wouldn’t be able to do the thirteenth rep. 
You may find that you increase the weight 
load for each set while keeping the 12 reps 
for all three sets.

WEEK 2
In week two, you’ll continue with the straight-set 
format for both strength training workouts. But 
now, you’ll complete 15 reps of all movements 
for three sets, and you will only rest for 15 
seconds in between each set. Therefore, this 
week, you’ll complete more work in less time. 
This is a great stimulus to take your fitness to 
the next level.

WEEK 3
Time to mix it up this week. Instead of straight 
sets, you’re going to complete your strength 
training workout for women in a circuit style. 
This week, you’ll complete one set of each 
exercise for 15 reps, then you’ll immediately 
move on to the next movement with no rest 
in between. For example, on the day one 
workout, you’ll perform your first set of leg 
presses for 15 reps, then you’ll immediately 
go to the goblet squat and perform 15 reps 
and then continue on to the next exercise with 
no rest in between movements. At the end 
of these four movements, you’ll rest for one 
minute, then complete the circuit two more 
times.

WEEK 4
Continue with the circuit-style sets this week; 
this time you’ll perform only 12 reps of each 
movement, but there are two changes — you’ll 
complete a total of four full circuits (that’s four 
sets of each exercise for both workouts) and 
there will be no rest in between each circuit. 
This week is all about continuous movement. 
After you finish the last movement of either 
workout, you’ll immediately return to the first 
movement and begin a new circuit.
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Early Life
Cheong Soo Pieng started studying art at age 16 at the Xiamen 
Academy of Fine Art. His parents were indifferent towards 
Cheong’s pursuit of the arts, as they neither encouraged nor 
discouraged him. At the Xiamen Academy of Fine arts, Cheong 
studied under Lim Hak Tai whose idea set the ground for the 
development of the Nanyang style. He always suggested to the 
staff and to the students that the subject matter in their works 
should reflect the reality of the South Seas. He emphasised that 
our work should depict the localness of the place we live in, 
and these influences are seen in Cheong’s works afterwards. 

Three years later, after graduating, Cheong moved to Shanghai 
to further his studies. This time, however, his studies at the Sin 
Hwa Academy of Fine Art were forced to be put on hold due 
to the Sino-Japanese war. As a result of the war, the school 
was destroyed and Cheong returned to Xiamen Academy to 
teach, where he held his first solo exhibition in 1942.
 

Art Career 
Whilst known as a dynamic teacher, Cheong Soo 
Pieng’s first commitment has always been to art-
making. His innovative spirit has been recognised 
as a major influence on Singapore modern art. 
In a short span of time his works had progressed 
through several phases: from post-Impressionism 
to Cubism to abstract, semi-abstract and more. 
They showcase his versatility as an artist. He was 
especially fond of early Egyptian and primitive art 
forms, and liked to paint squirrels.

Most of his early works were woodcut print and 
sketch drawings, capturing the new reality of 
everyday life he encountered in Southeast Asia, 
such as the hawkers, barbers, fishermen mending 
their nets; people in their leisure activities — 
resting, playing music; as well as the architecture 
of Singapore — the houses, buildings, and many 
others. Cheong continued to explore his training 
in both Chinese ink painting as well as Western 
technique and pictorial tradition.
T.K. Sabapathy wrote an article on Cheong Soo 
Pieng in The Strait Times, highlighting Soo Pieng’s 
works that “specifically amalgamated the long 
tradition of delicacy and craftsmanship of the East, 
the influence of the West, and most importantly, 
the locality of Southeast Asia, as seen in the work 
titled Malay Fishing Village, which is now in the 
collection of the Herbert Johnson Museum of Art, 
Cornell University”. 

He formulated his distinctive style of painting Malay 
women after a 1959 trip to the Dayak longhouses 
of Borneo. Besides painting both in the Eastern 

Early Works and Style
Cheong Soo Pieng’s early works and style provide 
a useful glimpse into the range of paintings Cheong 
produced after his arrival in Singapore in 1946. 
They also reflect the types of works that attracted 
the attention of key patrons like the late Dato Loke 
Wan Tho and Frank Sullivan, and conceivably other 
collectors and admirers of the period. The paintings 
amply demonstrate Cheong’s proficiency in both 
Western and Chinese art traditions. Figurative 
works predominate feature scenes based on rural 
life such as Indian men tending cows or a Balinese 
selling toddy. Others highlight local women (be they 
Malay, Balinese or Kenyah) in traditional attire. 
Cheong demonstrated his proficiency with a Western 
medium, namely oil, and the stylistic features of key 
Western movements such as Primitivism, Cubism, 
Fauvism and Expressionism.

The artist was also equally at home with Chinese 
ink painting, where he used long horizontal format 
associated with Chinese traditional hand scrolls. 
Cheong was able to bring together diverse media, 
techniques and approaches drawn from many art 
traditions, in order to capture slices of Southeast 
Asian life. In an era where the modern artist was 
celebrated for innovation, Cheong was able to assert 
his identity as a modern Asian artist in several ways. 
Firstly, his links with Asia were maintained through 
his foundation in Chinese ink painting tradition. 
At the same time, he was able to demonstrate his 
knowledge of international trends, particularly in 

CHEONG SOO PIENG
THE PIONEER OF THE NANYANG ART STYLE

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

KLAS ART AUCTION, JUNE 21, 2014
Water Kampung Night, 1961 

Colour on paper
91 x 45 cm

SOLD : RM137,500.00

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
Fishing Village

Oil on board
50cm  x70cm

RM 250,000 - 420,000

KLAS ART AUCTION, SEPTEMBER 28, 2014
Fishing Village - Johore,1961

Ink and colour on paper
91 x 45 cm

SOLD : RM190,400.00

Cheong Soo Pieng was born in Amoy, China in 1917, the youngest of seven children. He is known to many 
as one of Singapore’s pioneer modern artists and a key proponent of the Nanyang style of art. 

At that point in time, Cheong only painted in watercolours. He did 
not have the opportunity to paint with oils, seeing that oil paints 
were inaccessible. The constant social and political turbulence 
that swept across China did not stop even after the surrender of 
the Japanese in 1945. In addition, prior to the Sino-Japanese 
War, China was already involved in a civil war between the 
Chinese Communist Party and the Guomindang, which started 
in 1927 and continued until 1950. Cheong decided to leave 
China in 1945 to avoid being conscripted in a civil war for 
either side, and spent some time in Hong Kong before relocating 
to Singapore in late 1946. He quickly gained employment at 
the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, teaching for over 20 years 
there before becoming a full-time artist in his late 40s.

and Western techniques of Chinese ink and oils, 
Cheong Soo Pieng also sculpted and crafted metal 
installations. But it is his Nanyang-style paintings 
in particular that have received much attention. 
The techniques used are recognised as a creative 
blend of West and East, and the subject matter was 
inspired from his Southeast Asian surroundings 
hence the term Nanyang or South-Seas style. He 
was one of the first artists to paint in this theme. 
Inspiration for this stemmed from a Bali trip in 1952, 
which he embarked with three others: Liu Kang, 
Chen Wen Hsi and Chen Chong Swee.

Between 1946 and 1961, he held three successful 
solo shows in Singapore (1956), Kuala Lumpur 
and Penang (1957). He later travelled to Europe 
for two years and held exhibitions in London 
(Frost and Reed Gallery, 1962; Redfern Gallery, 
1963), Munich (Galerie Schöninger, 1962) and 
Oxford (Bear Lane Gallery, 1963). In 1962, he 
was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal by 
the Government of the State of Singapore. Cheong 
was the curators’ and critics’ favourite, as they have 
called him a pacesetter and a dominant figure in 
Singapore’s modern art scene. In recognition of 
this, the National Museum Art Gallery organised a 
retrospective exhibition of his works in 1983.
Unfortunately, four months before the exhibition, 
Cheong died of heart failure at the age of 66. 

Western modern art, both in his oil paintings as well 
as his innovative Chinese paintings. 
Thirdly, his Southeast Asian subjects also reflected his 
immediate reality, both physical and social, which 
in turn helped to connect him with his audiences 
in Singapore. As the art historian Michael Sullivan 
had succinctly put it in 1960, “His work is modern, 
yet not beyond the understanding of people of any 
feeling. It is influenced by modern art, but is by no 
means an imitation of it. It depicts the Malayan 
scene and yet does not merely illustrate or record it. 
It is, in fact, a true expression of the feelings of an 
artist who is at one with the world he lives in.”

It could be presumed that because Cheong Soo 
Pieng’s early style was distinct and celebrated for 
its East-meets-West artistic employment, many of his 
paintings of that period shared similarities in style, 
especially those from the same series. This is evident 
in ‘Fishing Village’, an oil on board piece on sale at 
KLAS Art Auction and the ‘Fishing Village’ which is 
part of the National Heritage Board of Singapore’s 
permanent collection. 
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Those who have seen and understand Nai 
Tong’s paintings would agree that he was a 
man who had his own way of art. His first 

solo show was in Kuala Lumpur back in 1964 
and since then, he has perfected his strokes 
and created a persona for himself and his 
passion. There are few artists who paint their 
passion with their own trademark techniques. 
Nai Tong was truly one of the few who have 
changed the landscape of Malaysian art. Born 
in 1936, Klang, Tew Nai Tong started his early 
education at the Peng Hwa Chinese School at 
the age of seven. At 18, he decided that he 
wanted to pursue his dream of being an artist, 
a proper artist. With his mind set on painting as 
a means of living, he moved to Singapore and 
enrolled at the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts 
(NAFA) and spent two years there to complete 
his studies. Focusing on sketching, watercolours 
and landscape painting during his early years 

Deemed a National Artist in 1998, Prayat Pongdam was a Thai printmaker. He was recognised for his excellence in printmaking art and for co-
working with five other artists in illustrating Mahajanaka — His Majesty the King’s literary work depicting the story of one of the previous lives of Lord 

Buddha. In addition to his contribution to the book, prayat’s works included paintings that depicted the atmosphere of the daily Thai life. 

The artist was born in Sing Buri on Oct 28, 1934. His upbringing in the countryside inspired some of his most famous works. Prayat travelled to 
Bangkok to study painting at the Pohchang Academy of Arts and Silpakorn University under the tutelage of Prof. Silpa Bhirasri. Upon his graduation, 
the artist continued his education at the Academia di Belle Arti di Roma in Italy in 1961. In 1963, Prayat received the Accademico Onorario Classe 

Incisione (engraving) award from L’Accademia Fiorentina Delle Arti Del Disegno in Italy.

Upon returning to Thailand from Italy, he regularly produced paintings and prints, and was among the first in a group of Thai artists to introduce 
printmaking techniques to the public. He was declared an artist of distinction for his printmaking in 1981. His artworks explored ideas of nature, ways 

of life and the Thai rural spirit through simple human and animal symbols expressing themes of warmth, affection, and love. 

Usually foregrounding his paintings with animal subjects, his backgrounds consisted of landscapes such as temples, churches, vihara, heritage 
sites, local villages, fields of rice, gardens, and forests. Prayat harmonised these themes and techniques within the unique character of his woodcut 
techniques. Using line, colour, and composition, Prayat blended plainness, purity and sincerity with nature, religion, and the folk cultures of rural 

societies.

Market Scene, 1963

Illustrated in this painting is the late artist’s 
penchant for depicting rural settings, scenes 
from the everyday trade, agricultural 
activities and depictions of the simple life, 
evident in ‘Market Scene’, 1963’. The 
artist had an exemplary way of perceiving 
the simple life, enriching the visualisation 
of villages through his profound, vibrant 
paintings. The coarseness of colour and 
texture in his paintings also bring the mind to 
the countryside and Tew Nai Tong’s affection 
for the countryside is palpable. This piece 
captures blissful quiescence and peace, and 
tells of life led with simplicity and being close 
to the community and nature.

Prayat Pongdam, ‘Untitled’

The Thai rural spirit is exposed for all its beauty in this work, portraying the artist’s flair for colour and composition. Shades of brown sweeps 
across the canvas, with wooden houses on stilts and thatched roof, a glimpse of a pagoda and people walking about, some shading from the 
sun with an umbrella. On the foreground, villagers are seen rowing their boats, transporting goods while some docked at the pier, presumably 
awaiting passengers. There’s something nostalgic and vintage about this painting, depicting that Thai everyday life and culture. Through his 
paintings, Prayat transports viewers to this bygone era and invites them to view the world through his lenses. 

TEW NAI TONG PRAYAT PONGDAM
MALAYSIA’S MOST INFLUENTIAL ARTIST A STORYTELLER OF THE RURAL THAI LIFE

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022 
Market Scene,1963
Oil on canvas 
13.5 x 17.5 cm
RM 18,000 - 38,000

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
Untitled
Mixed Media on board  
45 x 60cm
RM 5,000 - 12,000

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
Untitled
Acrylic on canvas  
20 x 50cm
RM 5,000 - 12,000

watercolour on canvas, playful collages within oil 
paintings to geometrical abstracts depicting rural 
living, local culture and landscapes.

In 2009, Nai Tong was awarded the prestigious 
Grand Prize Asia Art Award in Seoul, South 
Korea in recognition of his many contributions 
to the Malaysian art scene as well as exposing 
the rich cultural heritage and the Fine Arts of 
Malaysia to the international community. He is 
considered by some to be one of the top 10 artists 
in Malaysia and his works have been auctioned 
at Christies and Sotheby’s as well as through 
Malaysia’s own Malaysian Art Auction presented 
by KL Lifestyle Art Space. Highly collectible, many 
of Nai Tong’s paintings are in private collections 
both locals and internationals. Institutions that 
have acquired his artworks include the National 
Art Gallery Malaysia, National Art Museum 
Singapore and the Sarawak Museum in Kuching.

at NAFA, he, along with his contemporaries, 
became part of the watercolours movement in 
Malaysia, promoting the art style to the people.

It was customary for NAFA graduates to further 
their studies in Paris and following that rule 
of thumb, Nai Tong spent the next two years 
studying oil and figurative painting at the Ecole 
Nationale Superieure Des Beaux- Arts de Paris. 
From 1967 to 1968, Tew Nai Tong immersed 
himself in the kaleidoscope of arts and culture 
in France and across Europe, visiting museums 
and art galleries in search of inspiration for 
new pieces. His time in Paris instilled in him a 
newfound creative stance, which he fully made 
used of as he went through an experimental 
phase on forms, compositions and colours, 
which shaped his unique art style: an interesting 
and beautiful combination of Oriental charm 
and Parisian elegance injected into dreamy 

ART FEATURES

 KL LIFESTYLE l 87 86 l KL LIFESTYLE

ART FEATURES



The late Khalil Ibrahim, artist extraordinaire was versatile 
and multifaceted. He forayed into many art mediums 
and excelled in each, proving his legendary status. 
Aptly named as a multifaceted maestro, Khalil was born 
in 1934 In Kubang Krian, Kelantan. He was one of the 
earliest Malaysians to receive a full scholarship to study 
art at the prestigious Central St Martins School of Art and 
Design in London. Throughout his long career, Khalil had 
held a number of solo and group exhibitions in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia and Switzerland.

His masterful skills in drawing, watercolour and acrylic, are 
styles that move from the almost real to the almost abstract. 
Owning a piece of his artwork is truly a gift of beauty 
through the artist’s eyes. Khalil’s preference for the human 
figure and his deep affection for the East Coast had led 
him to create iconic images of men and women in the East 
Coast Malay fishing villages against stark backgrounds of 
blues and greens and watercolour landscape of villages.

KHALIL IBRAHIM
MALAYSIA’S MOST VERSATILE MAESTRO

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Primordial Days

Khalil’s rich Malay cultural background in the East Coast and the 
discipline of Islamic values that he learnt at the Pondok school 
shaped his primordial artistic journey. These values stuck by him 
which then merged with with the freedom of expression that he 
encountered later on through his formal education at St. Martins 
in London. Though he did not receive any formal education during 
the early years in Kelantan, Khalil’s awareness of modern art was 
cultivated through a period of colonialism and the experiences of 
pioneering artists from the Nanyang Academy. 

With an innate passion for making wayang kulit, his artistic talent 
flourished. He would make the wayang kulit by drawing on a 
big leaf with the addition of a cardboard, which would then be 
used to play with his friends. Khalil took this newfound interest 
and competed in events and shows held almost every month. 
Unfortunately, his mother disapproved of his interest while his father 
urged him to become a teacher. Despite his parents’ disapproval, 
Khalil remained steadfast to his passion. 

Landscape Works

Khalil formal education in art began when he would attend art classes every Sunday in Kota Bharu under the tutelage of art inspector, Nik Mahmud 
Idris who had a formal art education in Singapore between 1945 and 1947. Together with artists Yusoff Sulaiman and the late Nik Zainal Abidin, 
Khalil learnt the fundamentals of painting — drawing and painting first in watercolours and later in oils. The revolving theme in this class was the 
pastoral setting of kampungs and it was through this experience that Khalil enhanced his ability of capturing nature in all its glory. Now equipped 
with the techniques he learnt in art classes, the artist allowed his creativity to blossom, which resulted in scenic landscapes of the Malaysian East 
Coast in his works, such as the undulating hills and the padi fields. Evident in most of the artist’s East Coast landscapes, he possessed the ability to 
transform a humble rural scene to a sweeping visions of beauty using a display of colours and showcased his established precision.

Khalil Ibrahim’s landscapes and their meticulous detailing is a celebration of nature. Besides European masters, it could also be presumed that 
Khalil was influenced by English landscape painter, John Constable, known for revolutionising landscape painting and whose works are sold for 
millions of pounds. In the 1950s, the self-taught painted regularly while working as a primary school teacher in Kelantan and Pahang, before he 
was awarded a Pahang state scholarship to study art in England. Seeing this, army officers and civil servants became interested and went on to 
purchase many of Khalil’s early works. The artist’s early genre of paintings such as ‘Sunrise, 1950’s’ and ‘Sunset, 1950’s’ emphasised much of 
his Kelantanese heritage and depicted the influence of traditional mid twentieth style of realist painting at the time. These works also became a 
representation of Khalil’s response to traditional art concepts while highlighting Kelantan’s cultural environment.

Early Style 

Khalil’s ‘English’ or post St Martin 
artworks reveals a comparatively 
different style from his earlier 
landscapes and portraits. Influenced 
by his peers, lecturers, and his foreign 
surroundings, the early 1960’s saw 
him experimenting with abstraction in 
works like Destruction and Destruction 
II and Abstract I. The artist would 
experiment with abstract forms drawn 
into his sketch book and demonstrating 
his attempt at bringing portraiture 
and concepts of abstraction together. 
Khalil’s art works were still in flux as he 
sought styles and methods which spoke 
of his own unique journey. Like many 
aspiring artists, Khalil participated in 
numerous group exhibitions organised 
by St. Martins’s as well with the 
Malayan Art Circle and at Malaysia 
Hall.

With Khalil Ibrahim’s legendary 
status and sheer talent, his works 
across all mediums are highly 
valued till today. More importantly, 
his landscape works of the 1950’s 
are beauty captured on canvas and 
a rarity. Only a limited number of 
artworks were produced by the artist 
and remains highly coveted by art 
collectors and institutions alike. 

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
East Coast landscape, 1997
Oil on canvas 
60 x 73cm
RM 35,000 - 70,000

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
Abstract, 1998
Ink on paper  
45 x 57cm
RM12,000 - 22,000

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
East Coast Series,2006

Watercolour on paper
27 x 33.5cm

RM 5,000 - 12,000

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
Ink on paper 
19 x 19cm
RM 2,800 - 5,500

KLAS ART AUCTION, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
Potrait of a Lady, 1981
Mixed Media on board  

20.9 x 18cm
RM 3,000 - 6,000
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Bica _ Co

Rooftop Pool

Dining Space

Room Hall

Care for a Parisian getaway without having to leave the city? Arte by Thomas Chan checks the ideals of a romantic French getaway and brings it 
to life. From meticulously handcrafted Baroque-inspired columns, poetic hand-painted frescos and exceptional artistic finesse, Arte by Thomas Chan 

is a tribute to the French opulence, warmth and joy of life. As the tallest hotel in the international, cosmopolitan enclave of Mont Kiara, Arte by 
Thomas Chan connects you to a plethora of foreign experiences, premium shopping outlets, newest restaurants, exciting nightlife and key locations 
such as the Malaysian International Trade and Exhibition Centre (MITEC —the largest exhibition centre in Southeast Asia, perfect for both business 

and convention travellers). 

Where old world splendour meets new world creativity and innovation, Arte By Thomas Chan offers classic French luxury refined for the modern 
tastes of business, leisure and family travellers alike. Featuring artistically inspired rooms and suites, a 24-hour fitness facility and a luxurious infinity 
pool. This distinct hotel offers 74 rooms and suites you’ll never want to leave, especially with its stunning views of the Kuala Lumpur skyline from the 

tallest hotel in Mont Kiara. Immerse yourself in the distinct feel of the renaissance as you stretch out in your pillow-top king bed, entertain in your 
living room, lounge on the velvet sofas or soak in the oversized tub to the elegant Baroque, Palatial and Parisian-inspired interiors.

The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur has always been 
one of the top destinations for many since its 
opening in 1997. Located within the Golden 

Triangle, the hotel has long commanded an enviable 
address. But, it’s much more than its address as it 
offers easy access to the trendy, upscale business and 
entertainment hub of Bukit Bintang. The hospitality 
and impeccable service has it recognised as one 
of the ‘Top Five Butler Hotels in the World’ by The 
Independent and one of ‘The Greatest Hotels in the 
World’ by Travel + Leisure. It has also secured a spot 
in the prestigious ‘Gold List’ in Condé Nast Traveler.

# THE ROOMS
Exquisite furnishings, spacious rooms, opulent 
marble bathrooms and premium appointments 
speak of timeless luxury, creating a haven of 
tranquillity in the midst of a busy city. The all-
butler hotel comprises 364 elegant rooms and 
suites. Soft neutral palette provides a taste of 
home while expansive windows allow natural 
light in while also treating guests to views of 
the Kuala Lumpur skyline or the swimming 
pool; comfortable beds with fine linens, and 
feather and down comforters. The hotel’s 
signature butler service is available for you 
round the clock. From shoeshine services and 

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN 

Parisian Allure in the Heart of Mont Kiara
ARTE BY THOMAS CHAN

Dining
The opulence and aesthetic continues at the Art 66 Bar. Be 
mesmerised by the embellished hand-crafted Baroque-styled 
columns and hand-painted frescos ceilings at the tallest bar 
in Mont Kiara. At Arte 66, be greeted by the stunning views 
of the Kuala Lumpur city skyline as you order your morning 
espresso, a relaxing cup of afternoon tea or a signature glass 
of Arte’s premium cocktail. Whatever you desire, the barista 
cum bartender is always at your service. When staying in a 
French-inspired hotel, it is expected that the dining experience 
would be an immersive, French flair in modern, Rococo-styled 
contemporary dining restaurant — Arte 66 Restaurant. Embrace 
the premium French cuisine and hearty classics delivered with 
robust and vibrant flavours. Felicia’s Lounge or he exclusive La 
Salon Lounge is for thoughtful reflections and intimate afternoon 
teas inspired by the ornate French-styled cathedral windows and 
high ceilings of Notre Dtame. The lounge was lovingly crafted 
and named after the fair Lady Felicia, the love and life of the 
architect.

car transfers to organising the perfect itinerary 
for a day out, the highly trained butlers will 
deliver every request with the touch of a button.

# THE RESTAURANTS
Dining experiences at The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala 
Lumpur are exceptional. The gastronomic 
showcase includes the quintessential afternoon 
tea at The Lobby Lounge; fine dining at The 
Library in the evenings and lively Sunday Roast 
on weekends — every moment is thoughtfully 
crafted. The Cobalt Room is where breakfast 
takes place, featuring local and international 
flavours with diverse theatre or food stations 
offering cooked-to-order preparations catering 
to your preferences. For a cosy lunch or dinner, 
indulge in authentic, award-winning Chinese 
cuisine and the finest Hong Kong dim sum at 
Li Yen. The Library, the hotel’s signature fine 
dining restaurant, is where guests are taken on 
a journey through the continents with innovative 
seasonal menus. A truly elegant and refined 
space ideal for a leisurely afternoon, The 
Lobby Lounge speaks of conversations and 
the pure enjoyment of the moment through its 
quintessential afternoon tea experience. The 
Chef-on-Call is also available for bespoke 

corporate or private affairs at The Private Dining 
Room, making for truly memorable events.

# THE SPA
An oasis of regeneration and beauty, Ritz-
Carlton’s spa offers a mix of the world’s most 
sophisticated therapies integrated with the 
healing practices of the region. Paying tribute 
to the cultural diversity and rich healing 
heritage of the area, this most stylish of 
spas blends ancient practices with modern, 
using natural local ingredients to provide a 
blissful relaxation and recovery opportunity. 
Immerse in a Sensory Sound Bath experience 
— a one-of-a-kind combination of traditional 
healing practices using a full body deep 
tissue massage combined with hot stones, and 
comes to a close with a 10-minute “Sound 
Bath”, leaving you feeling rejuvenated.

The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur 168, Jalan Imbi, 
55100 Kuala Lumpur. 
www.ritzcarlton.com/kualalumpur
Tel:+60 3 2142 8000 

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

THE RITZ CARLTON KUALA LUMPUR
Redefining Luxury

Two Bedroom Suite, Master Room

BathroomThe Lobby Lounge

Fitness Centre
Keep to your fitness goals at the hotel’s state of the art and fully 
equipped Palestra gym complete with weights and treadmills. 
Check on your progress against black marble and be awed by 
the Kuala Lumpur city skyline through the floor-to-ceiling windows.

Rooftop Infinity Pool
Step through the vines of the rooftop garden to the exclusive Les 
Belles Piscine, an outdoor infinity pool to the stunning panoramic 
views. Dive in, unfurl and unwind in the shimmering water or 
enjoy the sun and relax peacefully on Arte by Thomas Chan’s very 
own sun loungers 59 floors above ground. The rooftop infinity 
pool is reserved exclusively for guests.

Arte by Thomas Chan, Level 66, Tower 2, Jalan Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah, 
Mont Kiara, 50480 Kuala Lumpur. 

Tel: 133 988 815
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NOBU
KUALA LUMPUR

L4A-05, Level 4A Shoppes at Four 
Seasons Place Kuala Lumpur No, 145, 
Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.

POSITANO RISTO
AT PUBLIKA

Block C1, Lot 2, Level 3, Publika 
Shopping Gallery Kuala Lumpur.

Bar Trigona
145, Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur
+603-2382 8670

Mantra bar
Rooftop Bangsar Village II.
+60 17-344 8299 

The Roof
1 First Avenue Bandar Utama, 
Petaling Jaya
+60 3-8605 3388

4, Jln Delima,kl

Hotel . Non-Halal . Private Dining

                Jasons Food Hall 
is a favourite with shoppers, as it 
offers an extensive range of fresh and 
international food brands.  
10am - 10pm daily.

Tel: 03-2117 3111

Tel: 03-2691 6599

Tel: 03-2782 3800

Tel: 03-2142 6636

Tel: 03-5633 2530

Tel: 03-6201 6553

Tel: 03-2786 9333

10am - 10pm dayly

Tel: 03-6211 7877

/ 2430 / 2431

Tel: 03-2697 9312

Tel: 03-8949 6288

Centre 03-2148 8744

03-2782 3875

KL’s Best Bar

Avenue K Shopping Mall
156 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala 
Lumpur. Tel: 03 2168 7800
Avenue K is Kuala Lumpur’s coolest 
urban hub where life and creativity are 
celebrated. The new Avenue K aims to 
indulge your retail desires, cater to your 
entertainment needs and satisfy your 
appetite for top-notch dining in comfort. 
Far from a regular mall, it offers exciting 
experiences and a trend setting venue 
where shoppers can relax and treat 
yourself to a good time. With over 60 
exciting dining options including Fresca 
Mexican Kitchen, Dolly Dim Sum, 
Samba Brazilian Steakhouse, Sushi 
Zanmai, Nene Chicken, Boat Noodle, 
Sushi King and Bankara Ramen. there 
is no doubt that Avenue K is a foodie’s 
heaven.  • 10am to 10pm

IOI City Mall
Management Office, Unit T2-3A-3 & 
Unit T2-3A-3A, Level 3A, IOI City Tower 
Two, Lebuh IRC, IOI Resort City, 62502 
Putrajaya, Sepang, Selangor. 
Tel: 03-8328 8900
The multi award-winning IOI City Mall, 
located within IOI Resort City, is the 
largest mall in Southern Klang Valley. It 
is easily accessible via major highways 
and public transport. Its 1.5 million sq. 
ft. of lettable space is occupied by trendy 
fashion brands, supermarket, cineplexes 
and F&B outlets offering exquisite local 
and international dining experiences.  • 
10am to 10pm

MyTOWN Shopping Centre
No.6, Jalan Cochrane Cheras, Seksyen 
90, 55100 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-2710 0057
MyTOWN is located in Kuala Lumpur, 
anchored by IKEA Cheras. Visit us 
easily by bypass or take a ride on the 
MRT to the Cochrane underground 
MRT station. The blend of fashion 
forward retail, amazing amenities, 
stylish alfresco events make MyTOWN 
the premier shopping destination in the 
heart of Kuala Lumpur. It’s more than 
just shopping… It’s an experience for 
everyone in the family!
• 10am to 10pm

The Starling Mall
6, Jalan SS 21/37, Damansara 
Utama, 47400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
Tel: 03-7730 7000
Built in an organic form with a fluid 
façade and natural setting, The Starling 
is a space where nature is immersed 
into urban retail environment to create 
a unique space for togetherness in 
harmony with nature. 

Celestial Court
03-2717 9988
• Jalan Sultan Ismail • Sheraton 
Imperial Kuala Lumpur Hotel  
• Oriental Cuisine • Casual Dining

FLOUR Restaurant
012-960 0053 • Unit No. 69 & 71G, 
Jalan Medan Setia 1, Bukit Damansara, 
50490 Kuala Lumpur. • Fine Dining
• Pork-free

Shang Palace
03-2074 3904 • 11 Jalan Sultan Ismail  
50250 Kuala Lumpur  • Pork-free 
• Shangri-La Hotel KL • Cantonese 
Cuisine

Yun House 
03-2382 8888 • Four Seasons Place, 
145 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala 
Lumpur. • Pork-free • Four Seasons 
Hotel Kuala Lumpur • Dim sum

Opium KL
03-2142 5670 • 50, Changkat Bukit 
Bintang, Kuala Lumpur. • Casual Dining
• Oriental

Wan Chun Ting
03 2720 6688 • No. 6 – Jalan 
Damanlela, Bukit Damansara, 50490 
Kuala Lumpur. • Sofitel Kuala Lumpur 
Damansara Hotel • Dim Sum
• Casual Dining

Din Tai Fung Pavilion
03-2148 8292 • 168, Bukit Bintang 
Street, Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala 
Lumpur. • Dim Sim  • Casual Dining

Luk Yu Tea House
03 2782 3850  • Starhill Gallery 181, 
Jalan Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala 
Lumpur  •  Dim Sum  • Tea House
•  Casual Dining

Tao Chinese Cuisine
03-2782 6000  •  65, Jalan Ampang, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur  •  Intercontinental 
Hotel Kuala Lumpur  •  Oriental Cuisine
•  Casual Dining

Sunway Velocity Mall
Lingkaran SV, Sunway Velocity, 55100 
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-2786 3970
Sunway Velocity Mall is earmarked to 
be the leading destination in KL South 
with its cutting-edge architecture, neo 
futuristic façade and contemporary 
interior. Built with connectivity in mind, 
the mall is easily accessible through 
major roads and highways and is 
well-serviced by public transportation 
including 1 LRT and 2 MRTs.
• 10am to 10pm

The LINC KL
360, Jalan Tun Razak, 50400  
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-92130388
The LINC KL is an escape, a hideaway, a 
preferred destination for when you want 
to take a break from your busy life and 
reconnect with nature. It is a place full 
of such possibilities. Room for nature. 
Room for coming together. Room for 
celebration. Space to grow. Space to 
simply be yourself.
• 10am to 10pm

Shoppes at Four Seasons Place
145 Jalan Ampang, 50450  
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-2391 9655
Shoppes at Four Seasons Place is an 
elegant showcase spanning over six 
levels of retail, restaurants, a boutique 
grocer, and more. Immerse yourself in 
seamless accessibility with your every 
convenience within comfort’s reach. 
Take your time to explore the collection 
of carefully curated brands uniquely 
housed amidst wide spaces, marble 
halls, and comfortable lounge areas. 
Strategically located in the Golden 
Triangle of Kuala Lumpur, the mall 
welcomes you to indulge in an idyllic 
experience.
• 10am to 10pm

Nadodi KL
03 2181 4334 • Lot 183, 1st Floor, Jalan 
Mayang, Off Jalan Yap Kwan Seng, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur. • Fine Dining 
• Pork-free

Qureshi Malaysia
03-2011 1007 • Ground Floor, East 
Wing, TPC Kuala Lumpur No 10, Jalan 
1/70D, Off Jalan Bukit Kiara, 60000 
Kuala Lumpur. •  Casual Dining
• Halal

Cé La Vi
03-2770 3360 • Ilham Tower, No 8, Jln 
Binjai, 50450 Kuala Lumpur • Pan-Asian
• Pork-free  • Casual Dining

Open House
03-2162 0888  • G48 Suria KLCC, 
Lakeside, 50888 Kuala Lumpur  
• Malaysian  • Pork-free
• Fine Dining

Barat Lifestyle Vegetarian 
Restaurant
010-288 2654  • 19, Lorong Kurau, 
Taman Bukit Pantai, 59100 Kuala Lumpur.
• Fusion Vegetarian Restaurant
• Casual Dining • Halal

Chez Gaston KL by Rendez-Vous
011-3993 0036 • 12G, Jalan Bangsar 
Utama 9, Bangsar, 59000 Kuala Lumpur.
• Non-halal  • Casual Dining

Entier French Dining
03-2268 3819  • Level 41 at Alila 
Bangsar No 58, Jalan Ang Seng, 
Brickfields, 50470 Kuala Lumpur.
• Pork-free  •  Fine Dining

Bistro à Table
03-7931 2831 • 6, Jalan 17/54, 
Seksyen 17, 46400 Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor. • Fine Dining • Pork-free

Contango
03-2785 8000 • 5, Jalan Sultan 
Hishamuddin, Tasik Perdana, 50000 
Kuala Lumpur • The Majestic Hotel KL 
• Pork-free  •  Casual Dining

Babe by Jeff Ramsay
013 209 1330  • 11th Floor, Work@
Clearwater, Changkat Semantan, 
Damansara Heights, 50490 Kuala 
Lumpur  • Fine Dining
• Pork-free

Huckleberry Food and Fare
03-2098 7933 • Plaza Damansara, 
Jalan Medan Setia 2, Bukit Damansara, 
50490 Kuala Lumpur  • Casual Dining
• Pork-free

Mr Chew’s Chino Latino
The Penthouse, WOLO, Bukit Bintang 
Street, 55100 Kuala Lumpur
+60 3-4065 0168

Marinis on 57
Level 57, Menara 3 Petronas, 
 Persiaran KLCC.
+60 3-2386 6030
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Four Seasons Hotel Kuala Lumpur
+603-2382 8888  .  Four Seasons Place, 
145, Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur 
www.fourseasons.com .Yun House (Chi-
nese Restaurant) .Curate (All Day Dining) 
.Bar Trigona (Bar) .The Lounge At Four 
Seasons(International) .Pool Bar & Grill

W Kuala Lumpur
+603-2786 8888  .No. 121, Jalan 
Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur 
www.mariott.com .Yen (Chinese 
Restaurant) .Flock (All Day Dining) 
.Woobar (Bar)

Four Seasons Hotel Kuala Lumpur
145, Jalan Ampang

03-2382 8888

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723 1000
Jalan Stesen Sentral

Nook (International), MAI Bar (Bar 
Menu), w xyz(SM) Bar (Cocktails & 
Snacks)    From RM270 - RM388
www.starwoodhotels.com/alofthotels

Philea Mines Beach Resort

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA
03-8787 3333

Degrees (Int), Traveller’s Bar & Grill, 
Palmz Lounge (Wn) .  From RM570++
www.samasamahotels.com

Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182 1234    Jalan Pinang
   KLCC    JP Teres (Malaysian), 
THIRTY8 (International), Poolside
From RM550 - RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

Istana Negara, Jalan Duta
Located along Jalan Duta, it is the of-
ficial residence of Malaysia’s king since 
Nov 11, 2011.  Influenced by both Is-
lamic and traditional Malay architecture, 
this unique structure is the latest addition 
to the country’s architectural wonders.

Raja Chulan

03-2020 5499 03-2267 1111

Makana Restaurant

03-20201708

Pullman Kuala Lumpur

03-2162 2233

Flavours Restaurant (Int’l), Green 
Treats Delicatessen (Int’l), T@ste 6 
Restaurant (Int’l) . From470+

Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa

Tamarind Springs
03-4256 9300  .  Jalan 1 Taman 
Tun Abdul Razak, Ampang
Halal . Fine Dining

Nobu Kuala Lumpur
03-2164 5084  .  Menara 3 Petronas
Persiaran KLCC  .  Fine Dining

Fukuya Restaurant
03-2144 1022  .  9, Jalan Delima,  
Imbi, Kuala Lumpur .  Casual Dining

Haru Japanese Restaurant
03-2011 8783  .  124A, Jalan Kasah, 
Medan Damansara .  Casual Dining

Nippori Cafe
03-7733 8592  .  102 (First Floor), 
Empire Damansara, Jalan PJU 8/8, Da-
mansara Perdana, 47820 Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor .  Casual Dining

Yuzu
03-2284 7663  .  The Gardens,  
Mid Valley City .  Casual Dining

The St. Regis Kuala Lumpur
03-2727 1111  .  Jalan Stesen Sentral 2, 
Kuala Lumpur Sentral .  From RM850

Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara
03-2720 6688  .  6, Jalan Damanlela, 
Bukit Damansara, 50490 Kuala Lumpur 
.  From RM330-RM820  . www.sofitel-
kualalumpur-damansara.com

Hotel Capitol Kuala Lumpur
03-21437000  .  Jalan Bulan Off  
Jalan Bukit Bintang  
.  www.capitol.com.my

Element by Westin Kuala Lumpur
03-2771 3388  .  Ilham Tower, 8, Jln 
Binjai, Kuala Lumpur, 50450 Kuala 
Lumpur .  Trace Restaurant & Bar .  
From RM343 . www.marriott.com 

Sunway Resort
+603 7492 8000 . Sunway Resort, 
Persiaran Lagoon, Bandar Sunway, 
47500 Selangor . www.sunwayhotels.
com . The Resort Cafe (All Day Dining)

Kokufu
Sri Pan Pacific KL

Villa Samadhi Kuala Lumpur
+603 2143 2300 . No. 8, Persiaran 
Madge Off Jalan Madge, 55000 Kuala 
Lumpur . www.villasamadhi.com.my 
. The Dining Room (All Day Dining)

Hilton KL
+603 2264 2264 . 3 Jalan Stesen 
Sentral, 50470 Kuala Lumpur 
. ww3.hilton.com . Chynna (Chinese 
Restaurant) . Vasco’s (All Day Dining) 
Graze (European) . Zeta Bar (Bar) 
. Iketeru (Japanese)

The Ruma Hotel and Residences
+60 3 2778 0888  . 7 Jalan Kia Peng, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur . www.theruma.
com . ATAS Modern Malaysian Eatery 
(Modern Malaysian) .  Santai Pool and 
Lounge . Seven Lobby Bar and Lounge 

Sheraton Petaling Jaya
+60 3 7622 8888  . Jalan Utara C, 
Petaling Jaya, 46200 Selangor 
. www.mariott.com/sheraton-petaling-
jaya . Yue (Chinese) . Feast (Interna-
tional) .  Miyabi (Japanese) .  Sala 
(Bar) .  Chime (cigar and whisky bar)

EQ 
+603 - 2789 7777 . Equatorial Plaza
Jalan Sultan Ismail 50250 Kuala Lum-
pur . Nipah . Kampachi
. www.eqkualalumpur.com

Sunway Pyramid Hotel
+603 7492 8000 . Persiaran Lagoon, 
Bandar Sunway, 47500 Selangor
.  The Resort Cafe, The Lobby Lounge, 
Cherootz

Tao (chi)

03-2782 6000

.OneSixFive(Japanese)

www.ihg.com
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KL Lifestyle 
31 Jalan Utara, 

46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, 
Malaysia

Tel: +603 7932 0668
 Email: info@mediate.com.my

Craft Complex Craft Complex 
03- 2164 834403- 2164 8344
 Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. •  Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. • 

Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik 
printing and pottery from the 13 states printing and pottery from the 13 states 
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. 
• E9 FREE• E9 FREE

Telekom MuseumTelekom Museum
03-2031 996603-2031 9966
 Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan  Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan 

• Displays interesting exhibits of • Displays interesting exhibits of 
  telephones and evolution of their   telephones and evolution of their 
  designs over the years.   designs over the years. 
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays • Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays 
• E6 FREE• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad BuildingSultan Abdul Samad Building
 Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan  Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan 

Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big 
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and Ben of KL, this historical landmark and 
heritage building is well known for its heritage building is well known for its 
Moghul architecture dating back to Moghul architecture dating back to 
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme 
Court. • E5Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers PETRONAS Twin Towers 
03- 2615 818803- 2615 8188

 KLCC • KL City Centre • The  KLCC • KL City Centre • The 
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped 
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is 
open to visitors between 9am-7pm open to visitors between 9am-7pm 
daily, closed on Monday • D8daily, closed on Monday • D8

03-2274 6542

03-2089 3400

MUSEUMS

RM 32 for adults and RM11 for children  RM 32 for adults and RM11 for children  
3 to 12 years old3 to 12 years old

03-2267 1111

03-2331 7007

03-2094 1222

03-9200 0039

Berjaya Times Square Theme Park
1 Jalan Imbi, Level 5 & 7, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2117 3118

Sunway Lagoon Theme Park
3 Jalan Pjs 11/11, Bandar Sunway,  
Petaling Jaya . Tel: 03-5639 0000

Skytropolis Indoor Theme Park
First World Plaza, Resorts World Genting,
Level 1, Genting Highlands, 69000 
Tel: 03-2718 1118

District 21
Level 1, IOI City Mall, Putrajaya
Tel: 03-8328 8888

CONTACT:

TO
ADVERTISE

IN
THIS

SPACE

BARATHAN AMUTHAN

P H O T O G RA P H E R

+60 12-244 6797
 IG : framesbybarathanamuthan

9am-6pm   F4

          Entry Mykad Holder 
- RM49(Adult), RM39 (Child), General 
Admission -  RM69 (Adult), RM59 (Child)

03-6200 1000
03-7967 3936

03-7957 4341

03-2092 7070

03-6187 8786

Casino De Genting
03-6101 1118

Flight Training
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The Mall

PWTC

Pertama
Complex

Sogo

Coliseum 
Restaurant

Mydin
Emporium

Kota Raya

Pudu
Plaza

Pudu
Cinema

Shaw Parade

Star Cinema

Ampang
Plaza

Star Hill Plaza

Bintang Walk

Pavilion Hotel 
Kuala Lumpur 

Pavilion
Kuala Lumpur 

Lot 10

Berjaya Times
Square

The Weld

Sun 
Kompleks

Sungei
Wang
Plaza

Imbi Plaza

Big A Supermarket

Campbell
Shopping
Complex  

S&M
Plaza

Duty Free 
Emporium

STAR

STAR

STAR

STAR

STAR

STAR

STAR

STAR

Pasar Seni

Bangsar

Ampang Park

KLCC

Kg. Baru

Dang Wangi

Damai

Titiwangsa

Chow
Kit

Medan
Tuanku

Bukit Nanas

Raja Chulan

Bukit Bintang

Imbi

Hang Tuah

Maharajalela

Tun
Sambanthan

Bandar Baru Sentul

PWTC

Sultan Ismail

Bandaraya

Masjid Jamek

Plaza Rakyat

Hang Tuah

Pudu

 

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
2A Putra World Trade Centre, Level 2, 45, Jalan Tun Ismail, 50480 Kuala Lumpur.  Tel: 03-4041 1295
4C Malaysia Tourism Centre (MTC), 109 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.

Tel: 03-2164 3929
2E Stesen Sentral Kuala Lumpur, Lot 21, Level 2, Arrival Hall, Kuala Lumpur City Terminal,

Stesen KL Sentral, 50050 Kuala Lumpur.  Tel: 03-2274 3135

i

PLACES OF INTEREST
1C ASEAN Sculpture Garden
4D Bintang Walk
1D Bird Park
3C Bukit Nanas
2D Butter�y Park
2D Central Market
3D Chinatown
2D Dataran Merdeka
2D Dayabumi Complex
1D Deer Park
1C Experimental Theatre

1D Hibiscus Garden
2E Istana Negara (National Palace)
5C Kompleks Budaya Kraf
2C Masjid Jamek
3D Maybank Numismatic Museum
3C Menara Kuala Lumpur
3A National Art Gallery
5C National Heritage Trust
2D National History Museum
4A National Library
1C National Monument
2D National Mosque

1E National Museum
1E National Planetarium
3A National Theatre
1D Orchid Garden
1D Panggung Anniversari
2C Selangor Club
3E Stadium Merdeka
3D Stadium Negara
2D Sultan Abdul Samad Building
1D Tun Abdul Razak Memorial
2C Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra 

Memorial

MUSEUMS
5B ArtCase Galleries
5B ArtFolio Galleries
2C Bank Negara Money Museum
3A Biomedical Museum

5B Galleriwan 
2D Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia
2D Islamic Exhibition Centre
5A Malaysian Armed Forces Museum
5C MISC Museum

5A Royal Malaysian Air Force Museum
1D Royal Malaysian Police Museum
3C Telekom Museum
1D Tun Abdul Razak Memorial

BUS, TAXI, RAILWAY 
STATIONS, POST OFFICE

5B AAM (Automobile Association 
of Malaysia)

2D General Post O�ce
2E KL Sentral (main transport terminal)

2D Klang Bus Station
2E Kuala Lumpur Railway Station
4C Malaysia Airlines
2B Medan Mara Bus Station
2A Pekeliling Bus Station
3D Puduraya Bus & Taxi Station

2A Putra Bus Stand
2D Tra�c Polis HQ

STAR LRT Station
PUTRA LRT Station

HOSPITALS
3D Chinese Maternity Hospital

3A Kuala Lumpur Hospital
3A National Heart Institute

2D Tanglin Dispensary
3D Tung Shin Hospital

EMBASSIES
4B Australia
4B Bolivia
5B Britain
5B Finland

5B France
5D Indonesia
5C Japan
5D Kuwait
3C Mexico

4C New Zealand
3B Pakistan
5C Philippines
5C Singapore
5B United States of America

HOTELS
4D Agora Hotel
4D Allson Genesis Hotel
4D Berjaya Times Square Hotel
4D Bintang Warisan Hotel
4C Banyan Tree 

Hotel & Residence
1D Carcosa Seri Negara
5B Centra Hotel & Apartments
3C Chamtan
3D China Town Inn
3A City Villa Kuala Lumpur
4C Concorde Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
4D Corona Inn Kuala Lumpur
5B Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur
4C Crown Plaza Mutiara Hotel
5B Crown Princess Kuala Lumpur
5D Dorsett Regency

Kuala Lumpur
2A Dynasty Hotel Kuala Lumpur
4D Emerald
3C Eastern
2A Elegant Inn
4D Federal Hotel Kuala Lumpur
2A First Business Inn
4D Fortuna Hotel
3D Furama Hotel

2B Grand Centrepoint Hotel
2B Grand Continental Hotel

2A Grand Paci�c Hotel
4D Grand Plaza Parkroyal
3A Grand Seasons Hotel
3C Hotel Champagne
4C Hotel Equatorial

Kuala Lumpur
4B Hotel Grand Maya
3D Hotel Grand Olympic

Kuala Lumpur
4C Hotel Istana
3E Hotel Malaya
5E Hotel Maluri
3E Hotel Midah
5B Hotel Nikko Kuala Lumpur
4D Hotel Nova
2A Hotel Putra
4D JW Marriott Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
3D Katari Hotel
4C KL Lodge Hotel
2C Kowloon Hotel
1E Kuala Lumpur Hilton
3A Kuala Lumpur International Hotel
1E Le Meridien

3E Mandarin Court Kuala Lumpur
4B Mandarin Oriental

Kuala Lumpur
3D Mandarin Paci�c Hotel
4D Melia Kuala Lumpur
5B Micasa Hotel
3E Mirama Hotel
4D Orkid Hotel

4C Pavilion Hotel Kuala Lumpur 

5C Pullman Kuala Lumpur
2B Prescott Inn
3D Puduraya Hotel
2B Quality Hotel City Centre
3C Renaissance Kuala Lumpur
2B Residence Hotel
4D Royale Bintang
4C Shangri-La Hotel
3B Sheraton Imperial
3B Stanford Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5B Sucasa Service Apartments
3D Swiss-Garden Hotel
3D Swiss-Inn Kuala Lumpur

4D The Coronade Hotel
4C Traders Hotel Kuala Lumpur

Kuala Lumpur
2E The Heritage Station Hotel
2A The Legend Hotel
4C The RuMa Hotel & Residences

2B The Plaza Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5D The Ritz-Carlton
2A Vistana Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5E Wenworth Hotel
4D Westin Hotel
2A Wira Hotel Kuala Lumpur
2E Wisma YMCA
3D YWCA
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Seremban & South
To Petaling Jaya

Ipoh & North

To National Zoo

Garden City

Royale Bintang

Grand Seasons Hotel

Mandarin Oriental 
Kuala Lumpur

Elegant Inn

Hotel 
Putra

Wira Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

First Business Inn

City Villa Kuala Lumpur

Hotel Istana

Stanford Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

Brisdale Hotel

Kuala Lumpur
International Hotel

Sheraton
Imperial
Kuala Lumpur

Katari Hotel

Puduraya Hotel

Hotel Grand
Olympic Kuala
Lumpur

YWCA

Mirama Hotel
Hotel Malaya

Hotel Midah

Hotel Nikko
Kuala Lumpur

Micasa Hotel
Apartments

Sucasa Service
Apartments

Corus Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

Crown
Princess 

Grand Millennium
Kuala Lumpur

Fortuna
HotelAgora

Hotel Allson
Genesis

Cardogan
Bintang
Warisan

Hotel
Equatorial

Kuala
Lumpur

Shangri-La Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

KL Lodge
Hotel

Malaysia
Grand Plaza
Parkroyal

The Coronade Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

JW Marriott Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

Westin Hotel

The
Ritz-Carlton

Dorsett Regency Kuala Lumpur

H H

Banyan Tree Hotel 
& Residence

H
The RuMa Hotel 
& Residences

Pullman Kuala Lumpur

H
Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur

H
Traders Hotel Kuala Lumpur

Federal Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

Emerald

Melia
Kuala Lumpur

Berjaya Times
Square Hotel

Vistana Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

Wenworth
Hotel

Hotel
Maluri

Orkid
Hotel

Concorde Hotel Kuala Lumpur

Crown Plaza Mutiara Hotel

Centra Hotel
& Apartments

Eastern

Hotel Grand
Maya

Renaissance
Kuala Lumpur

Carcosa
Seri 
Negara

Wisma YMCA

Grand Central
Hotel

The Pan Paci�c Hotel Kuala Lumpur

The Legend
Hotel

Residence
Hotel

Dynasty Hotel
Kuala Lumpur

The Plaza Hotel Kuala Lumpur

Paradise B&B

Prescott Inn

The Champagne

Quality Hotel
City Centre

Chamtan
Palace Hotel

Furama
Hotel

The Heritage 
Station
Hotel

Le Meridien

Kuala Lumpur
Hilton

Mandarin
Paci�c Hotel

Grand Paci�c Hotel

Grand Continental Hotel

Grand Centrepoint Hotel

Kowloon Hotel

Swiss-Inn
Kuala Lumpur

China
Town Inn

Swiss-
Garden

Hotel Kuala
Lumpur

Corona Inn
Kuala Lumpur

Mandarin Court
Kuala Lumpur

Hotel 
Nova

AAM (Automobile
Association of 
Malaysia)

Putra Bus
Station

Medan Mara
Bus Station

Puduraya Bus
& Taxi Sation

Pekeliling
Bus Station

KL Railway
Station

Tra�c
Police HQ

Klang
Bus Station

Malaysia
Airlines

General 
Post O�ce

Suria 
KLCC

National Heritage
Trust

Tun Abdul Razak
Memorial

Central
Market

National History
Museum

Kompleks
Budaya Kraf

Maybank
Numismatic
Museum

Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra
Memorial

Open
University

National
Museum

Bukit Nanas

ASEAN Sculpture
Garden

Experimental
Theatre

Selangor Club

National
Library

National Art Gallery
National Theatre

National
Planetarium

National Monument

Panggung
Anniversari

Butter�y
Park

Orchid
Garden

Hibiscus
Garden

Deer Park

Bird Park

Sultan Abdul
Samad BuildingDataran

Merdeka

Masjid Jamek

Dayabumi
Complex

Chinatown

Stadium
Negara

Stadium
Merdeka

Istana Negara
(National Palace)

National Mosque
(Masjid Negara)

Tourism
Malaysia

Malaysia Tourism Centre
(MTC)

City Square
ArtFolio Galleries
ArtCase Galleries

Galleriwan

MISC
Museum

Royal Malaysian
Air Force Museum

Malaysian Armed
Forces Museum

Telekom
Museum

Islamic
Exhibition

Centre

Royal Malaysian
Police Museum

Biomedical
Museum

Bank Negara
Money Museum

Islamic Arts
Museum 
Malaysia

Tung Shin
Hospital

Kuala Lumpur
Hospital

Tanglin
Dispensary

Chinese
Maternity
Hospital

Japan

Australia Finland

Britain

France

Bolivia

Pakistan

USA

Singapore

Kuwait

Indonesia

Mexico

New Zealand

Philippines

i

i

i

Road / Jalan ............  J.
Lane / Lorong ..........  L.
River / Sungai ..........  Sg.
Village / Kampung ...  Kg.

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

KL MONORAIL

1 2 4 53
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D
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KUALA LUMPUR

ENTERTAINMENT/SHOPPING
5B Ampang Plaza
4D Berjaya Times Square
3A Big A Supermarket
4D Fahrenheit88
2C Campbell Shopping Complex
5B City Square
2C Coliseum Restaurant
2E Duty Free Emporium

4D Imbi Plaza
3D S & M Plaza
4D Shaw Parade
3D Kota Raya
4D Lot 10
3D Mydin Emporium
2B Pertama Complex
4D Pudu Cinema
4C Pavilion Kuala Lumpur 

5E Pudu Plaza
2A Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC)
2C Sogo
5E Star Cinema
4D Star Hill
4D Sun Complex
4D Sungei Wang Plaza
4B Suria KLCC
2A The Mall
4C The Weld

2C Palace Hotel

2A The Pan Paci�c Hotel 

4D Grand Millennium Hotel
4C Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur

H

Fahrenheit88



Heineken Marketing Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. Company No. 196501000156 (5971-D) 
Sungei Way Brewery, Lot 1135, Batu 9, Jalan Klang Lama, 46000 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.
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9 MRT LALUAN SUNGAI BULOH - KAJANG
MRT SUNGAI BULOH - KAJANG LINE

10 Dalam
pembinaan
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

KTM LALUAN TERMINAL SKYPARK
KTM TERMINAL SKYPARK LINE

Penumpang perlu keluar daripada bangunan
stesen untuk pertukaran ke laluan yang lain.*

Penumpang TIDAK PERLU keluar daripada
bangunan stesen untuk pertukaran ke laluan
yang lain. *

Stesen Pertukaran

Interchange Station

Passengers are required to exit station building
to switch lines.*

Passengers are NOT REQUIRED to exit
station building to switch lines. *

*

*

Penumpang digalakkan untuk menggunakan kad MyRapid Touch ‘n 
Go (bagi laluan rel Rapid KL) atau kad Touch ‘n Go semasa 
menggunakan perkhidmatan tren bagi perkiraan tambang yang lebih 
rendah dan pertukaran yang lebih lancar di stesen pertukaran.
Penumpang yang menggunakan tiket/token sehala yang ingin 
membuat pertukaran ke laluan lain di stesen pertukaran adalah 
tertakluk pada arahan penggunaan yang ditetapkan seperti yang 
berikut:
- membuat pertukaran di stesen pertukaran selepas keluar dari pintu  
 automatik
- mendapatkan tiket/token sehala baharu di mesin jualan tiket (TVM)  
 yang telah disediakan sebelum membuat pertukaran.  

Passengers are advised to use MyRapid Touch ‘n  Go (for Rapid KL rail 
lines) or Touch ‘n Go cards during their journey on the train to enjoy 
lower fares and convenience of switching line(s) at interchange 
station(s).
Passengers with one-way tickets/tokens that need to switch to other 
lines at the interchange station is subject to user instructions as below:
- change lines at interchange station after exiting the automatic gate
- purchase new one-way tickets/tokens at Ticket Vending
Machines (TVM) before switching lines.

Sultan Ismail dan Medan Tuanku
Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen Sultan Ismail (jika dari Laluan LRT Ampang / Sri Petaling) dan stesen Medan Tuanku (jika 
dari Laluan Monorel KL). Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

KL Sentral (LRT Laluan Kelana Jaya), KL Sentral (Laluan Monorel KL) dan Muzium Negara (MRT Laluan Sg Buloh-Kajang)
Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen KL Sentral atau Muzium Negara (di laluan di mana anda berada).
Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

Dang Wangi dan Bukit Nanas

NOTA :

Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen Dang Wangi (jika dari LRT Laluan Kelana Jaya) dan stesen Bukit Nanas (jika dari
Laluan Monorel KL). Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (Laluan Monorel KL) dan Bukit Bintang (MRT Laluan Sg Buloh-Kajang)
Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (jika dari Laluan Monorel KL) dan stesen Bukit Bintang (jika dari MRT
Laluan Sg Buloh - Kajang). Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

Sultan Ismail and Medan Tuanku
Purchase tokens up to Sultan Ismail (if from LRT Ampang / Sri Petaling Lines) and Medan Tuanku (if from KL Monorail Line).
Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connecting station.

Dang Wangi and Bukit Nanas
Purchase tokens up to Dang Wangi (if from LRT Kelana Jaya Line) and Bukit Nanas (if from KL Monorail Line).
Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connecting station.

KL Sentral (LRT Kelana Jaya Line), KL Sentral (KL Monorail Line) and Muzium Negara (MRT Sg Buloh-Kajang Line).
Purchase tokens up to KL Sentral or Muzium Negara (on the current line you are on).
Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connecting station.
Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (KL Monorail Line) and Bukit Bintang (MRT Sg Buloh-Kajang Line).
Purchase tokens up to Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (if from KL Monorail Line) and Bukit Bintang (if from 
MRT Sg Buloh-Kajang Line). Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connectiing station.

Sila ikut langkah berikut apabila menggunakan stesen sambungan Rapid KL :
 

Bagi pengguna kad MyRapid Touch ‘n Go, tambang akan ditolak berdasarkan perjalanan anda. For MyRapid Touch ‘n Go card users, fare will be deducted accordingly as you travel.

NOTE :
Please observe the following steps for journey between Rapid KL connecting stations :-
 

KAJANG

Sungai Gadut
Rembau
Tampin
Batang Melaka

(Lapangan Terbang
Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah)

Kajang 2

Ecocity 

Akan datang.
Stesen Projek
Laluan Terminal Skypark
COMING SOON. STATIONS ON
TERMINAL SKYPARK LINE

GEMAS

TERMINAL
SKYPARK

10

10

Setia
Jaya

SUBANG
JAYA

2 1

2

(Akan Datang  COMING SOON)

(Akan Datang  COMING SOON)

Kampung
Selamat

SUNGAI BULOH

Kwasa
Damansara

Kota
Damansara

Surian

Mutiara
Damansara

CHAN
SOW LIN

TTDI

Bandar
Utama

Phileo
Damansara

Pusat Bandar
   Damansara

Muzium
Negara

Merdeka

Semantan

Kwasa
Sentral

Cochrane

Bukit Bintang

Taman
Pertama
Taman
Midah
Taman
Mutiara
Taman
Connaught
Taman
Suntex
Sri Raya
Bandar Tun
Hussein
Onn

Tun Razak
Exchange (TRX)

9

9

PUTRA HEIGHTS

SUNWAY-SETIA JAYA 

Kerinchi

Lembah
Subang

Ara
Damansara

4

Batu 11
Cheras

Bukit
Dukung
Sungai
Jernih

Stadium
Kajang

Glenmarie

B1
B1

B1



Therapy from the comfort of your home

Like and follow our facebook page 
themindconsultant.my

Contact us now: 
themindconsultant.com

The Mind Consultant - a brand compromising professionals in the mental helth field provide easy, specifically-tailored 
online counselling service. Seek online counsellinng from the comfort of your home today.
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