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MUST VISIT ART GALLERYMUST VISIT ART GALLERY

LEVELS 3 & 5, ILHAM TOWER, NO 8, JALAN BINJAI, 50450 KUALA LUMPUR

EMAIL: INFO@ILHAMGALLERY.COM (FREE ADMISSION)

OPENING HOURS
TUESDAY – SATURDAY (11AM – 7PM) SUNDAYS (11AM – 5PM)  

CLOSED ON MONDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

ILHAM GALLERY KUALA LUMPUR
ILHAM is a public art gallery committed 
to supporting the development, 
understanding and enjoyment of  
Malaysian modern and contemporary art 
within a regional and global context.

MUST VISIT PUBLIC ART GALLERY

George Peabody Library
Formerly the Library of the Peabody Institute of the City of Baltimore, the 
library’s collection dates from the founding of the Peabody Institute in 1857. 
The library building opened in 1878 and was designed by Baltimore architect 
Edmund G. Lind, in collaboration with the Peabody Institute’s first provost, Dr. 
Nathaniel H. Morison. The stack room contains five tiers of ornamental cast-
iron balconies, which rise dramatically to the skylight 61 feet above the floor.

The library contains 300,000 volumes, mainly from the 19th century, with 
strengths in religion, British art, architecture, topography and history; American 
history, biography, and literature; Romance languages and literature; history of 
science; and geography, exploration and travel. The five-tier George Peabody 
Library  is considered so beautiful that sometimes weddings are held in its Neo-
Greco atrium. It was also funded by American financier and philanthropist 
George Peabody. 

artsandculture.google.com/story/hAUB7xhL5zT9rg

Grand Canyon
Fans of national parks should put the Grand 
Canyon on their travel bucket list. Big and 
beautiful, the Unesco World Heritage Site 
has some of the most magnificent vistas in 
the world. It is also home to a big range 
of flora and fauna, with the most famous 
animal here being the rare California 
Condor. On this tour, you will visit 
archaeological sites that lay mostly hidden 
for centuries. Archaeologists excavated 
the sites, exposing them for a few days 
or weeks during which time these images 
were taken. Immediately after excavation, 
the sites were reburied to protect them 
from further damage from exposure to 
the elements and possible damage from 
visitation. This tour is now the only way 
to experience these places where people 
once lived. Check out interactive 360° 
photos that show archaeologists at work, 
along with their tools.

nps.gov/features/grca/001/archeology

Virtual Tours

The Sistine 
Chapel
Hosted by the Musei 
Vaticani, everyone is 
able to go on a brilliant 
virtual experience, from 
Raphael’s Rooms to the 
Sistine Chapel. If you 
have a VR headset, you 
can get an even closer 
experience, as the tour is 
compatible with WebVR. 
You will feel like you’re 
actually there. 

museivaticani.va/
content/museivaticani/
en/collezioni/musei/
cappella-sistina/tour-
virtuale.html 

National Marine 
Sanctuaries 

Immerse yourself in the ocean and 
national marine sanctuaries without 
getting wet! These virtual reality voyages 
use 360-degree images to highlight the 
amazing habitats, animals and cultural 
resources you can find in each national 
marine sanctuary.

sanctuaries.noaa.gov/vr/

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITYENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITY



MUST VISIT MUSEUM

SASANA KIJANG  GALLERY

BANK NEGARA MALAYSIA MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY
The Art Gallery provides a rotating display of the Central Bank of 
Malaysia’s art collection. Selected paintings, prints, drawings and 
sculptures which chart the nation’s milestones and highlight the Central 
Bank’s support for the arts include works by early masters such as 
Hossein Enas and Yong Mun Sen, continuing up to the present day.

THE NAUTILUS ICON
One of the most striking features in Bank Negara Malaysia 
Museum and Art Gallery is the Nautilus Staircase that begins from 
the lobby and links every floor. This structure is the inspiration for 
the main graphic icon. The icon is actively applied and prevalent 
across all of Bank Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery’s 
communications material.

SASANA KIJANG, 2 JALAN DATO’ ONN, 
50480 KUALA LUMPUR

EMAIL: INFOMUSEUM@BNM.GOV.MY (FREE ADMISSION)

OPEN DAILY FROM 10AM TO 6PM.
CONTACT: +603 9179 2784

Hubble Space 
Telescope’s 
Control Centre
Take a 360-degree, virtual tour of 
the Hubble Space Telescope’s home 
for mission operations, the Space 
Telescope Operations Control Center 
(STOCC) at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. 
Begin in the lobby to learn about the 
orbiting spacecraft. Visit the Mission 
Operations Room, where the flight 
operators command and monitor 
Hubble. Step into the Operations 
Support Room, where the flight team 
investigates spacecraft anomalies 
and verifies new procedures. Then 
explore the exhibit hallway to view 
hardware that once flew in space 
aboard Hubble as well as tools 
that astronauts used to repair and 
upgrade the observatory.

nasa.gov/content/goddard/hubble-
360-degree-virtual-tour

Disneyland

Allow your inner child to let loose and 
experience the happiest place on earth, 
all within the comfort of your couch. Using 
state-of-the-art technology, this innovative, 
interactive tour lets you see everything 
there is to do in Orlando, including the 
world-famous theme parks and attractions, 
top hotels, dining and shopping hotspots, 
entertainment districts, and much more. 
Explore virtual thrills like riding the tallest 
roller coaster, zip-lining over alligators or 
experiencing what it’s like to stand on Main 
Street in front of Cinderella Castle.

visitorlando.com/en/things-to-do/virtual-
tours/walt-disney-world-resort

MPOPlaysOn @MPO TV
The MPOPlaysOn online series premiered last September with Beethoven’s Symphony No.4 on its MPO TV Youtube 

channel. The MPOPlaysOn campaign is an initiative to provide high-quality orchestral performances to the public 
digitally during the pandemic.

It is a continuation of digitalisation efforts by Dewan Filharmonik Petronas (DFP) and the MPO which started last 
April with MPO at Home. This was a digital campaign comprising a series of short videos featuring the MPO and the 

Malaysian Philharmonic Youth Orchestra (MPYO) musicians performing virtually from their homes.

Explore the Great Pyramid of Giza, 
Colosseum to the Kiyomizu-dera Temple

Through the beauty of Google Arts and Culture, users from all over the world are 
able to explore various destinations, such as the Great Pyramid of Giza to the 
mighty Collosseum and stunning Kiyomizu-dera Temple in Japan — all through a 
click of a button. 

artsandculture.google.com/
project/street-view 

Virtual Concerts 
and Shows

ENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITYENTERTAINMENT IN THE CITY



HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA
OCT 1

When Van Helsing’s mysterious invention, the 
“Monsterfication Ray”, goes haywire, Drac and his monster 
pals are all transformed into humans, and Johnny becomes 
a monster. In their new mismatched bodies, Drac, stripped 
of his powers, and an exuberant Johnny, loving life as a 
monster, must team up and race across the globe to find a 
cure before it’s too late, and before they drive each other 
crazy. With help from Mavis and the hilariously human Drac 
Pack, the heat is on to find a way to switch themselves back 
before their transformations become permanent.

Genre: Animation / Comedy / Adventure
Cast: Brian Hull, Selena Gomez, Asher Blinkoff, Andy Samberg, 
Sadie Sandler, Kathryn Hahn, Keegan-Michael Key, David 
Spade, Fran Drescher. 

THE LAST DUEL
OCT 15

In 14th century France, Norman knight Jean de Carrouges 
(Matt Damon) accuses squire Jacques Le Gris (Adam Driver) 
of raping his wife Marguerite (Jodie Comer). When Jacques 
denies the accusation, many doubt Marguerite’s version 
of the events, leaving her reputation in tatters. Against 
Marguerite’s wishes, Jean decides to challenge Jacques to 
a duel to the death, even though he knows that if he loses, it 
will leave his wife in a precarious position.

Genre: Historical Drama / Thriller
Cast: Matt Damon, Adam Driver, Jodie Comer, Ben Affleck, 
Nathaniel Parker, Harriet Walter, Sam Hazeldine, Michael 
McElhatton. 

AFTER WE FELL
OCT 19

The third instalment of the “After” franchise finds Tessa starting 
an exciting new chapter of her life. But as she prepares to 
move to Seattle for her dream job, Hardin’s jealousy and 
unpredictable behaviour reach a fever pitch and threaten 
to end their intense relationship. Their situation grows more 
complicated when Tessa’s father returns and shocking 
revelations about Hardin’s family come to light. Ultimately, 
Tessa and Hardin must decide if their love is worth fighting 
for or if it’s time to go their separate ways.

Genre: Romance / Drama
Cast: Josephine Langford, Hero Fiennes Tiffin, Rob Estes, Frances 
Turner, Carter Jenkins, Mira Sorvino. 

DUNE
OCT 22

A mythic and emotionally-charged hero’s journey, “Dune” 
tells the story of Paul Atreides, a brilliant and gifted young 
man born into a great destiny beyond his understanding, 
must travel to the most dangerous planet in the universe to 
ensure the future of his family and his people. As malevolent 
forces explode into conflict over the planet’s exclusive supply 
of the most precious resource in existence — a commodity 
capable of unlocking humanity’s greatest potential — only 
those who can conquer their fear will survive.

Genre: Sci-Fi / Adventure / Drama
Cast: Thimotée Chalamet, Zendaya, Rebecca Ferguson, Jason 
Momoa, Oscar Isaac, Dave Bautista, Javier Bardem, Josh Brolin.

MOVIE REEL OCTOBER 2021

 KL LIFESTYLE l 11 10 l KL LIFESTYLE



Space 4 ( Alif Ba Ta Series), Circa 1977
Etching on Paper, Edition 3/3 32 x 46 cm

RARE EARLY ARTWORKS FROM UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

AHMAD KHALID YUSOF’S
ALIF BA TA SERIES

Ahmad Khalid Yusof was an art academician, an artist and 
an activist all rolled into one. After graduating from the 
Malayan Teachers College in Kirby, Liverpool, England 

in 1957, he joined the Specialist Teachers Training Institute in 
Kuala Lumpur in 1963. He then pursued further education at the 
Winchester Art School from 1966 to 1969. The artist also won 
the 1st Prize in the Great Britain Reeves & Sons art contest in 
1967. Upon graduating, Ahmad Khalid went to Ohio University, 
where obtaining a master’s degree in fine arts in 1976. He 
taught at the Mara Institute of Technology (ITM), between 1970 
and 1989 for which he received an Excellence Award, retiring 
as Deputy Dean in Academic Affairs. He served as the director 
of Shah Alam Art Gallery from 1991 to 1997. In 1979, the artist 
founded and then became president of the Malaysian Artists 
Association, organising painting excursions to Vietnam and Tasik 
Cini, Pahang. In 1994, he was appointed by Dewan Bahasa 
dan Pustaka as its guest writer. Ahmad Khalid was also part of 

ALIF BA TA SERIES
Known as the foremost Malaysian artist using the khat 
calligraphy technique in his painting practice, Ahmad Khalid 
broke away from the prevailing style of Abstract Expressionism 
of his time with his Alif Ba Ta series, skillfully developed from 
1971. The two key elements in his works were the choice of 
khat motifs as pictorial forms and the dimensions of his pictorial 
method. Rhythmic optical images were in his compositions which 
essentially originated from the art of khat. Upon viewing Ahmad 
Khalid’s paintings, one’s perceptual sense is instantaneously 
aroused as the pieces transport the viewer into a meditative 
sensory experience.

Ahmad Khalid had produced some of the most spiritually 
sublimed paintings in a new genre inspired by the blessings of 
Allah in his life, including the hardship years when his father, 
Muhammed Yusof Ahmad was sent by the Japanese to teach the 
Malay language at Tenri University in Nara Prefecture from 1941 
to 1945. Muhammed Yusof brought his four children along with 
him. It was also during the aforementioned war years that his 
family suffered not only from food rationing and discrimination, 
but also abject fear of the dark, as the American bombers 
pounded Japan. He was between 7 and 11 years old then. It 
was perhaps this traumatic experience that spurred on some of 
his works. Ahmad Khalid, whose uncle was the great Malay 
literati Zaâba, infused his works with Jawi calligraphic squiggles 
based on the Islamic Alif Ba Ta alphabets even before the back-
to-roots exhortations of the National Cultural Congress in 1971. 
Such is the repetitive patterning caused by the truncated khat and 
often suffused with azure colours, that his works are like a visual 
azan and in Western eyes, a kind of optical art.

His works are a prayer in itself and it was imbued with even 
more emotions in works produced during the year after his wife’s 
death on March 27, 1989, when the loss was palpable. It was 
rather ironic as the year before, 1988 was a very happy time 
for the artist, coming a year before his retirement. Ahmad Khalid 
was selected for the Contemporary Paintings from Malaysia at 
the Asia-Pacific Museum in Pasadena in July-October 1988. He 
also took part in the 3rd Asian Invitational exhibition in Fukuoka, 
Japan, in July that year and was guest-curator of the Aseambankers 
Malaysia Berhad show that October to November.

Alif Ba Ta Series, circa, 1977
Oil on canvas 37.5 x 41.2 

the National Art Gallery of Kuala Lumpur’s board of trustees.

From the ‘American Experience: Malaysian Images, an art 
exhibition by the Embassy of the United States of America 
Kuala Lumpur’ book, a rare quote by Ahmad Khalid Yusof was 
featured in it, explaining his experiences as an artist in the 
Land of Opportunity. “My most memorable experience was 
the opportunity of meeting American contemporary artists and 
designers. My one-man show in Washington and as a visiting 
artist to Lake Placid University was an exposure in my creative 
activities. The group show with fellow American artists in West 
Virginia, Chicago, New York and Ohio widened my circle of 
artist friends in the U.S.A with whom I still have close contact. 
I took up camping as a hobby and outdoor life while in the 
US which made me feel that Americans in general are warm, 
friendly, frank and easier to talk to.”

Memories are Made of This (Alif Ba Ta Series), Circa 1977
Etching on paper, Edition 4/5 24 x 31 cm

Space 7 (Alif Ba Ta Series), Circa 1977
Etching on paper, Edition 2/4 27 x 47.5 cm

Alif Ba Ta Series, 1978
Acrylic on canvas 61 x 61 cm
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Abdul Latiff Mohidin was born on Aug 20, 1941 in Seremban, 
Negeri Sembilan and received his early education at 
Sekolah Melayu Lenggeng. He continued his studies at 

Kota Raja Malay School and Mercantile Institution, Singapore. 
Then in 1954, he joined Seremban’s King George V School and 

received his Cambridge certificate in 1959. Latiff studied at 
the Hochschild for Buldende Kunst in Berlin, Germany for four 
years in the 1960’s on a government sponsorship programme 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. It was natural that his 
early works mimicked German expressionism. The year 1969 

THE VOYAGE
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

ABDUL LATIFF MOHIDIN

Memory of Loyang (Voyage Series), 2005
Oil on canvas 137 x 162 cm

was when Latiff furthered his studies in printmaking at the Atelier 
La Courrier, Paris. In the same year, he received a John D. 
Rockefeller III scholarship to take up the same course at the Pratt 
Graphic Centre, New York, US.

 It was also in the 1960’s that he concurrently focused on 
poetry writing and continued with his wondrous prose while 

travelling extensively through to the 1970’s. His poetry emanates 
richness in imagery and metaphors. It is amazing how his 
expressions brought an air of freshness to the development of 
poetry in our country. To date, Latiff has produced an impressive 
repertoire of seven anthologies — Sungai Mekong, Kembara 
Malam, Wayang Pak Dalang, Pesisir Waktu, Serpihan Dari 
Pedalaman, Rawa-Rawa dan Sajak-Sajak Dinihari. He has also 
produced three books thus far, Garis, Catatan Latiff Mohidin and 
Catatan Dua Baris. His works have been translated into English, 
Mandarin, German, Italian, Danish and Tamil. 
 
Through a series of masterpieces such as the renowned Pago-
Pago, Mindscape, Voyage and Langkawi, Latiff has been 
recognised as one of the country’s prominent and most versatile 
painters. He has showcased his works across Asia and Europe, 
at more than 30 solo exhibitions. Latiff has embodied the true 
meaning of an artist, having the talent to draw, paint, write 
and sculpt. His innate talent for art and developed skills have 
rendered him like a chameleon, switching between genres like 
second nature. He continued to amaze the world by translating 
works like Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, poetry of Jalaluddin 
Rumi, Tao Te Ching of Lao Tzu, Gitanjali Tagore and Faust 
Goethe.

HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Latiff’s most recent accomplishment was when his renowned 
Pago-Pago Series (1960-1969) headlined a mega three-
month exhibition held at the prestigious Pompidou Centre in 
Paris in 2018, a collaborative organisation by the National 
Gallery Singapore and Pompidou. Latiff was awarded a major 
Retrospective at the National Art Gallery Malaysia in December 
2012 to June 2013, his second. His art studies were at the 
Hochschule fur Bildende Kunst in West Berlin. He won the John 
D. Rockefeller III Fellowship to study at Pratt Institute in New York 

(1965), and a French scholarship to study printmaking at the 
Atelier Lacouriere-Frelaut in Paris (1969). He also won 2nd Prize 
(Graphics) in the 1968 Salon Malaysia. In literature, he won the 
SEA Write Award twice (1984 and 1986) and the Malaysian 
Literary Awards from 1972 to 1976, and he was also appointed 
a guest writer at Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka in 1988.
 
HIS OEUVRE
As an artist, Latiff has been active since 1951 and has shaped 
and moulded the art scene  in Malaysia with his bodies of work. 
The artist’s oeuvre stretches from modern painting to poetry and 
literature. From as early as the 1970’s when he emerged onto the 
Malaysian art and literary scene with the collective, Kumpulan 
Anak Alam (Collective of Children of Nature) which counted 
amongst their activities performances and poetry recitals. Latiff 
has consistently found inspiration in nature. His breakout series 
of visual works, Pago-Pago, focusing on nature and monuments 
in Southeast Asia. More conceptual works followed, before the 
Voyages series of the 2000’s where he maintains an insatiable 
curiosity about the world around him. 
 
THE VOYAGE SERIES
The voyage series, contrary to what it indicates, was created 
in Latiff Mohidin’s studio. When he wasn’t travelling, the artist 
continued to explore the world through his imagination. The 
essence of Voyage is the recurrent element of a stylised boat 
whose origin can be traced to one of the earliest drawings of 
the Pago Pago series, entitled, Solitude, Bangkok, 1964. Nearly 
40 years later, Latiff embarked on a study of the boat as the 
main element of the composition, developing the first shapes in 
a preliminary sketch executed in 2003. The boat has become 
a symbol of the artist’s imaginary travels. Gestural like from the 
Gelombang Series, it reveals more ruminative impinges and 
with more glacial strokes. Voyage signifies passages of time 
and space, one not inhibited by time or geography, but maybe 
lodged in nature or evoking a time or place long, long past. 
So, it’s invariably given to symbols or signs or even recondite 
shapes, lacking in forms or even meanings, which are evident 
in the artist’s works. While pictorial designs in each of his series 
are distinct and  distinguishable, it is not exclusively advanced 
and thereby set apart. 

 

The past is neither severed nor separated from the present; it exists, it has not 
vanished. The past is always carried over into the present. However hard I try to create 
a gap —shifting, moving, turning, going away from the old series to the new — the past 
is palpable and visible: it rises again, sinks then surfaces again, forming a lively, fresh 
composition, as if to strengthen the present.

“

“Latiff Mohidin (1964-1969)

 KL LIFESTYLE l 15 

COVER STORY

14 l KL LIFESTYLE

COVER STORY



EDUCATION MAKETH THE WOMAN
Sharifah Fatimah pursued an education in fine arts at the Mara 
Institute of Technology (now UiTM), under the tutelage of Dr Jolly 
Koh and Dr Choong Kam Kow. Thereafter, she continued her 
education for the Bachelor of Fine Arts at Reading University in 
England from 1973 to 1976, followed by a master’s degree in 
fine arts at Pratt Institute in New York from 1976 to 1978, under 
the John D. Rockefeller III Fund fellowship. She became a full-time 
artist in 1973 and continued to collect a string of achievements.

NATURE, HER CONSTANT MUSE
Besides the wondrous and continuous muse that is nature, Sharifah 
Fatimah also found inspiration through many artists that she met 
throughout her career, such as National Art Laureate Datuk Syed 
Ahmad Jamal and her closest peer, German fine graphic artist 
Ilse Noor. Her travels and the serendipitous encounter with things 
off the beaten track and new experiences invigorated the artist. 
She has always sought out the quiet romance of Europe and 
revelled in its vibrant energy which she would translate onto 
canvas. 

Sharifah Fatimah’s favourite city in Europe is undoubtedly 
Paris because she appreciated its way of life and the lack of 
segregation there. Then there is the fact that European art is 
constantly improving because artists there have a great attitude 
towards art. Her favourite foreign artists include romanticist 
landscape expert Joseph Mallord, William Turner and Russian 
painter Wassily Kandinsky. Through the travel’s and visits to 
Sharifah Fatimah’s ancestral home and Islamic countries such 
as Iraq, Jordan, Indonesia, Yemen, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain in the earlier 2000’s, it birthed the bold ‘Garden of the 
Heart’ exhibition — an awe-striking departure from her usual 
niche expressions — featuring readymade textiles, embroidery, 
gold foil transfers and appliqué techniques.

HER ILLUSTRIOUS CAREER AND EXPERIENCE
The artist took on a museum management course at the University 
of London in 1987 to diversify her skills. Sharifah Fatimah forayed 
into this realm while holding the position of curator-coordinator 
at the National Art Gallery Kuala Lumpur (National Visual Arts 
Gallery now) from 1982 to 1990. During her stint at the gallery, 
she curated Ibrahim Hussein’s exhibition, ‘A Retrospective’. This 
however, diverted her from her destiny — art. She followed her 
passion, bid adieu to the office profession to become a full-
time artist and art consultant. She went on to become a writer, 
delegate, judge, external examiner and curator in numerous 
high-profile exhibitions at home and abroad.

The paintings of Sharifah Fatimah and her stature were formidably 
established when the pieces were hung on the hallowed walls 
of renowned institutions and museums including the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York; Jordan National Art Gallery of Fine Arts; 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Croatia; Sharjah Art Museum, 
United Arab Emirates; and Singapore Art Museum. The artist’s 
fervour for the craft and hard work was given due recognition 
in 2013 when the National Art Gallery held an exhibition in 
her honour entitled, ‘Pancawarna Karya Pilihan 1990-2012 
Selected Artworks’, illustrating 100 works from five of her main 
series, namely Touch the Earth (1992-1996), Mindscape (1991-
1993), Joy is the Theme (1997-2003), Garden of the Heart 
(2005-2011) and Celebration (2010-2012).

BOISTEROUS MASTERPIECES — ‘GREENSCAPE 1987’

Sharifah Fatimah’s early works are masterpieces in their own 
right, displaying her artistic prowess. Each piece concocted 
by the artist varies in terms of aesthetics, but shares a similar 
foundation that resonates vibrancy, liveliness and vivacity. It 
is executed in her typical exaggerated, loud and contrasting 
colours, featuring daring streaks, blocks and lines to beautifully 
frame the bold-coloured fragments and shapes. The differing 
elements and hues in her pieces are discourses between man 
and nature, representing the elements that make up flora and 
fauna, her eternal muse. Not one to shy away from colours, the 
artist’s works are often described as lyrically symbolic featuring 
a myriad of colours.

Sharifah Fatimah’s mastery of the craft is evident in works like 
‘Greenscape’, produced in 1987 which is one of her stunning, 
earlier masterpieces. Naturally, these early works are coveted by 
aficionados and are rather rare. The ‘Greenscape’ was executed 
in her usual loud-on-loud with contrasting colours, a beautiful 
spectacle featuring daring streaks. It resonates vibrancy, liveliness 
and vivacity. This painting commands the attention of viewers, 
inviting them to be lost in the wonderful realm concocted by 
the artist. The artist was prolifically producing paintings during 
her studies abroad and her talent was recognised when her 
etching was donated to the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) by 
the then president of the Museum, Mrs Blanchette Rockefeller 
lll. As a young adult, she was actively involved in international 
art exchanges, organising art exhibitions of Malaysian artworks 
abroad in her capacity as a curator at the National Art Gallery, 
Kuala Lumpur (1982 to 1989) and later as an art consultant.

CELEBRATION OF COLOURS
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

DATO SHARIFAH FATIMAH’S 
GREENSCAPE

There’s much exuberance and vibrance emitted by Datuk 
Sharifah Fatimah Syed Zubir’s works. Born in Alor Setar in 
1948, Sharifah Fatimah is an important second-generation 

artist alongside Latiff Mohidin, Datuk Ibrahim Hussein, Datuk 
Syed Ahmad Jamal and Dr Choong Kam Kow. Her love affair 
with nature started at the tender age of five, which became a 
revolving theme in most of her artworks. Armed with a tolerance 
for mud, dirt and mosquitoes, the young Sharifah Fatimah, allured 

by the flora and fauna, climbed trees and collected flowers from 
a hill close to her home. The intricate patterns of leaves intrigued 
her as much as the formation of pretty rocks chiselled by the 
rapid waters of the river. Heeding the call of nature, the artist 
preferred pressing freshly-picked flowers as a bookmark while 
other children were engrossed in the games of batu seremban 
and congkak. That was her idea of fun.

Greenscape, 1987
Acrylic on canvas 102 x 106 cm
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Regent Phu Quoc
Phu Quoc Island, Vietnam

The Standard
Abu Dhabi, United 

Arab Emirates

BACK TO BUSINESS
Hotel Openings Around the World

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Long esteemed for hosting discerning travellers, this distinctive hotel 
is being thoughtfully refurbished to an elevated level of luxury, 
contemporary style, and modern amenities. Reopening as Rosewood 
Villa Magna in 2021, the hotel is an inspired base for international 
travellers in an incomparable location within the very heart of Madrid. 
Rosewood Villa Magna is centrally located, perfect for exploring the 
neighbourhood on foot including the Serrano shopping district, the 
most trendy restaurants and bars, and landmarks such as the museums 
of the Golden Triangle of Art. Warmth and hospitality grace every 
aspect of Rosewood Villa Magna’s accommodations—from their 
chic aesthetic and understated elegance, to the flawless comfort of 
the furniture and bedding, to the fine amenities that contribute to a 
seamless stay. Each of the 154 guest rooms and suites are a calm 
haven of understated luxury and cosmopolitan surroundings in the 
vibrant core of the Spanish capital.

rosewoodhotels.com/en/villa-magna 

W Hotels Worldwide, part of Marriott International, is set to light 
up the capital and largest city in Hunan province, China, with the 
opening of W Changsha. W Changsha is the first W in central 
China and is strategically located in the buzzing heart of the city’s 
business and shopping district. The hotel reflects the bright spirit 
of the futuristic and multi-dimensional city with a provocative and 
playful design inspired by space travel.  The hotel’s 345 guest 
rooms and suites offer modern luxuries and new-tech conveniences, 
with walls depicting planets, constellations, and discovery of the 
nebulae through a “meow eye cabin” LED screen emulating space 
exploration. From 26th floor to the highest floor on 28, the triple-
story Extreme - WOW Suite (the brand’s take on the presidential 
suite) incorporates more than 1,000 square meters of living and 
leisure space, including a private garden and a swimming pool, to 
make for a brilliant venue for private events amplified by the hotel’s 
signature service. 

marriott.com/hotels/travel/csxwh-w-changsha/ 

The Standard, Hua Hin, The Standard’s first hotel in Thailand, will open on December 1, 2021. With 178 guest rooms and 21 pool villas with 
beachfront access, The Standard, Hua Hin will be a timeless destination for the Thai creative set and The Standard’s global network of loyal 
clientele. A beloved getaway dating back to 1911, Hua Hin emerged as a destination when the construction of the railroad that connects 
Bangkok with the South first arrived at the pristine little beach town. By the mid-1920s, it became the chosen holiday retreat for the nobility. 
With time, the sleepy fishing village has transformed into a popular seaside destination without losing its old-world charm. Today, Hua Hin is a 
favourite weekend escape for residents of Bangkok who have been waiting for exactly what The Standard promises to offer: a stylish and vibrant 
beachfront resort. One that respects Hua Hin’s understated Thai elegance, has appreciation of the history and local setting and combines it with a 
global sensibility and a bit of fun.

standardhotels.com/hua-hin/properties/hua-hin

Nestled on the white sands of Phu Quoc Island’s western coast, this 
Vietnamese enclave which is set to open in Q4 2021 holds a kind 
of captivating magic, where untouched tropical landscapes are 
interwoven with the rustic charm of an idyllic island life. Looking out 
over the terrace, the calm blue waters of the Gulf of Thailand stretch 
before you. An ideal position for taking in the islet’s famous sunsets, 
watching the skyline illuminate as day gives way to night. Set on 
the waterfront, Regent Phu Quoc is designed as a sublime haven, 
infused with the soul of the island, with suites, villas and facilities, 
world-class dining experiences, private beach, spa, pool and gym 
facilities. Nourishment is key, with six dining experiences which 
celebrate a world of culinary tradition including authentic Vietnamese 
and Chinese cuisine; Oku, a Franco-Japanese Salon de Boeuf; and 
apothecary-inspired cocktails crafted with fresh botanicals and an 
abundance of local Vietnamese herbs at Bar Jade.

phuquoc.regenthotels.com 

W Changsha
Hunan Province, China

Le Méridien Hotels & Resorts, part of Marriott Bonvoy’s portfolio of 30 extraordinary brands, along with Singaporean 
developer Chiu Teng Enterprises announce the opening of Le Méridien Maldives Resort & Spa, marking the Paris-
born brand’s debut in one of the world’s most captivating destinations. Located on Thilamaafushi, the southern pocket 
of Lhaviyani Atoll, the 141-villa resort celebrates the fabric of the Maldives, its people, nature and art, channeling 
its energy to uncover the charm of the destination through Le Méridien’s distinctive European-chic lens. The distinct 
timeless chic design at Le Méridien Maldives Resort & Spa is inspired by the brand’s roots in the glamorous halcyon 
days of travel, something that permeates throughout the Le Méridien experience. In a nod to its environs, the design 
also takes inspiration from the formation of the Maldives Archipelago, emulating the Atoll’s unique topography, its 
bordering reefs, coral gardens, marine life and underwater pinnacles known as “Thilas’’. The resort presents 141 
villas that are tucked amongst the tropical landscape and dotted over the Indian Ocean, featuring unparalleled views 
across the pristine beaches, the Indian Ocean or turquoise lagoon. A selection of one, two and three-bedroom villas 
unites the concept of art and industrial design with clean lines, a muted color palette and a contrast of renewable 
materials that fosters simplicity, openness and functionality. Guests can also relax and rejuvenate at the Explore Spa 
by Le Méridien and the two infinity pools at the resort.

marriott.com/hotels/travel/mlemd-le-meridien-maldives-resort-and-spa/  

Le Méridien Maldives Resort & Spa
Thilamaafushi Island, Maldives
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REDISCOVER KUALA LUMPUR CITY CENTRE

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

After almost two years of being confined to our homes and experiencing cabin 
fever, it’s time to venture outdoors, safely of course, and rediscover Kuala Lumpur 
City Centre and its offerings. Since we’re on the road to normalcy, it’s time to con-

tribute to our economy by visiting some of the places listed below.

Immerse in an Interesting Book at 
Kinokuniya Book Store
Kinokuniya Book Store, Malaysia’s largest 
bookstore is a haven for avid readers, 
offering books, magazines, music, CDs, 
Manga and much more. Akin to entering 
a book wonderland, we love perusing 
through the aisles, grabbing a book and 
settling ourselves in a cosy nook to immerse 
ourselves in an interesting book.

Get Lost in Sultry Tunes at 
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas 

Dewan Filharmonik Petronas is home to 
the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Malaysia’s first dedicated classical 
concert venue is located at the podium 

level between the Twin Towers. Designed 
with state-of-the-art acoustics, music lovers 

would appreciate the wide array of genres 
masterfully performed by local maestros and 

internationally-renowned collaborators.

Retail Therapy at the Golden 
Triangle

Kuala Lumpur is a shopping haven with a 
plethora of incredible shopping malls, from 

Pavilion KL and Suria KLCC that house all 
the top designer brands to Intermark Mall, 

Lot 10 and many more. It goes without 
saying that shopping in Bukit Bintang is 
quite a satisfying experience no matter 

what you are looking for. Even if you’ve no 
intention to shop, window shopping and 

walking about the mall is an experience of 
its own.

Stay at The Ruma Hotel and Residences
At the end of an adventurous day around the city centre, return to a literal home away from home, The RuMa. Merely steps away from 
the Petronas Twin Towers and KLCC, this hotel is a serene sanctuary amidst the downtown hustle and bustle, capturing all the intimacy of 
a home run by an accomplished host. A stay here will inspire you to uncover the city’s origins and colonial heritage in a contemporary 
setting that exudes soothing qualities of a true urban resort.

Dinner and Drinks and Marini’s on 57
Marini’s on 57 is hailed as one of Kuala 
Lumpur’s most iconic bars and its magnificent 
view of KLCC alone justifies the title. Bask in 
old-world Italian charm, it offers Italian cuisine. 
If you’re not here for the food, its rooftop bar 
makes for a lovely spot to enjoy a couple of 
sundowners.

Pamper Yourself at The Spa at Mandarin Oriental
Untie the knots binding the body and relieve stress at The Spa in Mandarin 
Oriental, Kuala Lumpur, the perfect urban escape. Here, East and West meet 
in harmony, reaching far beyond the traditional spa experience. Customers 
are treated to a holistic approach to wellbeing, providing a complete sensory 
journey. The extensive range of treatments ensures a personalised therapy, 
performed by professionals with international expertise. 

Learn About the Underwater World at Aquaria KLCC
Appealing to children and adults alike, Aquaria KLCC is a world-class 
oceanarium that has an impressive variety of marine life from Malaysia 
and around the world, guided tours, and even interactive feeding shows. 
Its 90-metre transparent tunnel is Malaysia’s first underground aquarium, 
allowing visitors full view of the marine life in their element.
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Shop for Arts and Crafts at 
Central Market
Central Market, also known amongst 
locals as Pasar Seni, is a firm location 
on the tourist map and was developed 
from a former wet market selling fruit, 
vegetables, and meat. Now, however, the 
area has undergone some changes and 
upgrades and includes dedicated sections 
to reflect the various influences and ethnic 
backgrounds present in Malaysia such as 
Malay, Indian, and Chinese areas selling 
local products like souvenirs and arts and 
crafts. On the upper floor there is also a 
food court selling local delicacies and the 
area in front of the market is known for 
street performers and musical shows.

Make Feathery Friends at the 
KL Bird Park
Spanning over 20 acres this enormous 
aviary is home to over 3000 birds 
and the focus is on promoting local 
species to visitors, although there are 
also some imported birds housed in 
the park. Visitors can enjoy learning 
about the local flora and fauna and 
bird watch in one of the largest public 
aviaries in the world. The park is also 
a well respected scientific location and 
there is an emphasis on conservation 
and education, and there are breeding 
programs and scientific studies of the 
birds in their natural habitat.

Saunter Around River of Life and Masjid Jamek
Built in the early 1900’s, Masjid Jamek is one of the oldest mosques in Malaysia and is often visited for its Moorish architectural style and 
for its location, as it sits at the site where the Klang and Gombak rivers meet. As such visitors can tour parts of the mosque (in appropriate 
dress) and can also take in the stunning views across the waters. For many years this was the primary Muslim place of worship in the city 
and has a proud history of famous preachers and religious leaders who have attended the mosque. The River of Life is one of the most 
iconic parts of Kuala Lumpur. Located near Masjid Jamek Sultan Abdul Samad, the oldest mosque in the city, it is a convergence point of 
two rivers — the Klang River and the Gombak River. The Klang River, known as Sungai Klang by the locals, streams through the regions 
of Kuala Lumpur and Selangor and eventually into the straits of Malacca. The Gombak River is another major river in the Klang Valley. 
What began as an expensive urban river restoration project has paid off, as the River of Life has been listed as one of the top 10 most 
beautiful waterfronts in the world!

Ramp Up Your Instagram Feed With Pictures at 
Kuala Lumpur Railway Station
No longer Kuala Lumpur’s main railway station, having been 
usurped by the more modern KL Sentral, come to Kuala Lumpur 
Railway Station to marvel at the classic British and Asian 
architecture or simply utilise it as your backdrop to ramp 
up your pictures. Built during the British colonial period and 
completed in 1886, the museum is a mix of European and 
Asian styles and now features antique exhibits in the Great 
Hall such as fire engines and steam trains. There are also 
models and replicas of trains and carriages and visitors can 
stroll around the platforms and learn about the history of the 
locomotive in Malaysia.

Meander Through Chinatown 
and Discover the Booming Food 
Scene
Kuala Lumpur, in addition to Malay and 
Indian nationals, has a large Chinese 
population and as such China Town has 
developed as a predominantly ethnically 
Chinese area of the city that is also well 
worth a visit if you are in town for a few 
days. Located in and around Petaling 
Street, the area features a market, 
Chinese food options, and Chinese 
cultural attractions such as temples. 
Chinatown is also seeing a revival in 
terms of its F&B scene with the birth of 
a plethora of interesting cafes and bars 
nestled in the heritage buildings, offering 
a cornucopia of offerings. It’s definitely 
worth meandering through Chinatown 
and stumbling upon some hidden gems. 

Conquer Your Fear of Heights at Kuala Lumpur 
Tower
Also known as Menara Kuala Lumpur, this tower stands at 
335 meters and has an observation deck that offers stunning 
panoramic views of the city. The towers serves many functions as 
well as acting as an observation tower for the sighting of the moon 
to mark the beginning of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, it 
acts as the highest BASE (Building, Antenna, Span, Earth) for the 
International Jump Malaysia event and there is even an annual 
race to the top to promote health and fitness. The visitor deck is the 
highest point in the city that is open to the public and it takes fifty-
four seconds for the lifts to ascend to the site. Popular times to visit 
are around dusk to observe night falling across the city.
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Back Alley Pasta
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANANI

For all the foodies out there, we know that there is always 
room for Italian food, but what about Asian-Italian 
food? Amidst the bustling lanes and streets of Ampang, 
inconspicuous to the unaware, lies the little kitchen of Back 
Alley Pasta. Working on a limited and carefully curated 
menu, the chef at Back Alley Pasta serves up pastas, rice 
bowls, and even antipasti to satisfy your cravings. So, if 
you are a comfort food seeker, we have found just the 
place for you. 

A key highlight of this establishment is that the pasta is 
freshly handmade in-house for all its dishes, ensuring 
each dish is served with the best quality and freshness 
of ingredients. From its menu, our favourite is the Squid 
Ink Tagliolini Carbonara, fresh tagliolini pasta handmade 
using premium Spanish squid ink, drenched and smothered 
in a creamy carbonara sauce and dressed with Grana 
Padano parmesan cheese and smokey pork bacon. Diving 
into the selection of bowls, we got to try its best-selling 
Pork Katsu with Asian Pesto Rice, crispy and juicy pork 
katsu breaded, fried and drizzled with the inhouse Yuzu 
tare served on a bed of Japonica rice tossed with Asian 
pesto and pickled torch ginger and lemongrass. It is then 
garnished with lard nuggets, red radish and even more 
pickled torch ginger and lemongrass.

Truly a fusion of an unlikely pair, Back Alley Pasta’s fusion 
of Italian and Asian influences is not to be missed.

Back Alley Pasta *Non-Halal
No 8 jalan 1/67b, Off, Jalan Mengkudu, 
55000 Kuala Lumpur.

Squid ink tagliolini

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

The Hungry Lab

Fusion food is never scarce in the melting pot that is the food 
scene in Malaysia. As restrictions ease, our palates are on 
the hunt for new flavours and The Hungry Lab just might be 
the place for you. Tucked away in Sri Petaling, The Hungry 
Lab is donned with a modern contemporary façade with 
the entrance being a stone cut-out.  Serving up the best of 
western café classics with a twist of their own, the creative 
minds behind The Hungry Lab reflects more Vietnamese 
influence in their dishes.

One of the fan favourites since the inception of The Hungry 
Lab is its all day Big Breakfast which features a big platter 
of eggs, smoked bacon, mushroom, pork sausage, grilled 
tomatoes, mixed green salad with honey truffle dressing and 
the toast of the day. A hearty breakfast meal which can be 
enjoyed any time of the day. If you choose to start the day 
with a light meal, they also serve up a surprisingly moreish 
Banh Mi, a Vietnamese sandwich stuffed with roast pork, 
pate, flows, tomatoes and garnished with cilantro to lighten 
the meal and give it a freshness. Easily consumed on the go, 
the Banh Mi goes down easy, especially with their Iced Tik 
Tik coffee.

An ode to the classics, the T.H.L Caesar Salad at The Hungry 
Lab is prepared to reflect a flavour profile much closer to 
home served with walnuts, bacon, garlic-infused parmesan, 
croutons, pickled red onions, pork lard, crumbled salted 
egg yolk, and their signature sauce. Looking at their mains, 
attention can’t help but be brought to the Roasted Lemongrass 
Spring Chicken. Flaunting a strong essence of the Vietnamese 
influence, the dish draws you in with its aromatic lemongrass 
notes.

The Hungry Lab *Non Halal 
38-G, Jln Radin Bagus 3, Bandar Baru Sri Petaling,
57000 Kuala Lumpur, Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 010-915 0577

lemongrass chicken

Jeda Cafe and Diner
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Kafe Kleptokrat a beautiful hidden gem in Jalan Tun HS 
Lee offers respite from the bustling city with its distinct and 
dreamy ambience, private pool at the heart of this cafe, all 
while 
evoking the nostalgia of yesteryear. Taking inspiration 
from the cafes in Melbourne, the accents of this century-old 
shophouse remain untouched, resulting in an old-meets-new 
charm.

The offerings are aplenty here ranging from Australian 
brunch classics and century-old Cottle Coffee that was 
founded by Richard Cottle, in Australia, to local-inspired 
renditions. Kafe Kleptokrat’s local specialties include the 
Malaysian staple — nasi lemak served up with crowd 
pleasers such as the ayam goreng berempah, beef rendang, 
mutton rendang and young jackfruit rendang for vegetarians 
and vegans. 

The Lontong Kering Pakcik Alam is pleasing to sight and 
palate. It’s an assemblage of nasi impit served with a 
choice of rendang ayam or rendang daging, accompanied 
with sambal pengantin, sambal bilis, kuah kacang and 
serunding. Vegans too can relish this deliciousness with the 
Lontong Vegan which sees rice cubes with traditional masak 
lemak cili api, Ulam, fried tofu, tempe and a spicy onion 
sambal. 

The epitome of fusion is embodied by the Laksa Johor. 
Customers can expect premium ingredients such as wolf 
herring fish, minced prawns and salted threadfin fish which 
culminates in an aromatic and spicy gravy. The thick and 
rich laksa gravy is served over a bed of spaghetti topped 
with a medley of fresh ulam. Pair these dishes with any of the 
cafe’s mocktails for a refreshing finish.

Kafe Kleptokrat *Fusion *Brunch *Casual dining (pork-free)
18, Jalan Tun H S Lee, City Centre, 50100 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 019-2220 262

Kafe Kleptokrat
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Jeda Cafe and Diner is a cheerful, eponymous neighbourhood 
cafe helmed by a husband and wife duo, Jessica (Je) and 
David (Da), that doles out various renditions of the beloved 
fried chicken. Its interior embraces the minimalistic concept, 
livened by a fun mural featuring a poised, above-it-all llama 
with ‘No Drama Llama’ writing, a range of cacti, pastel-
hued abstract art and plants in every nook and cranny. 

Weekday lunch sets here cater to the working crowd, 
featuring interesting dishes such as What’s the Mattah — 
fried chicken fillet with Balinese sambal ‘Matah’ on steamed 
rice, Obladi O Balado — eggplant cooked in sambal 
‘Balado’ a la Padang on rice and Nanbanman — fried 
chicken fillet served with Japanese tartar sauce and steamed 
rice. The lunch sets come with a side of iced tea to battle 
some of the fiery dishes here. 

The lunch offerings extends to our favourite, the Ayam 
Geprek Jeda which sees smashed fried chicken fillet with 
sambal bawang on steamed rice. It was the simplicity and 
the sweet yet spicy sambal that we appreciated in this 
dish. Dinner is when you can experience Jeda’s ode to the 
Nashville hot chicken through cayenne-spiced legs, breasts 
and wings slathered in degrees of fieriness the Tennesseans 
would approve of. 

Jeda Cafe and Diner *Fusion *International cuisine 
*Casual dining (pork-free)
24A, Jalan Datuk Sulaiman, Taman Tun Dr Ismail, Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-7732 1608

Kafe Kleptokrat 

Nasi Lemak with Sambal Petai with Prawns
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BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Mary Jane KL Lisette’s Café 
and Bakery

Joining the flurry of restaurants in Petaling Street is Mary 
Jane KL, an aesthetically-designed cafe set in a heritage 
building, perfect for picture taking and dining, of course. 
Spanning two floors, the interior sees a trope of florals 
and pink hues throughout the restaurant — a feast feast 
for the eyes in every nook. 

Boasting an extensive menu for brunch, dinner and drinks, 
there’s something for everyone to dig into. If you’re late 
starters to the day like us, Maru Jane KL offers decent brunch 
offerings such as the French Toast, dusted in powdered 
sugar and boasts a crispy texture complemented by the 
richness of Nutella, banana, coconut cream and honey. 
What a lovely dish to start the day with. For something 
on the heftier side, Breakfast at Mary Jane will keep you 
well satiated with its farm eggs cooked to your liking 
(scrambled, poached, sunny side up or omelette), sautéed 
mushrooms, roasted tomatoes, beef bacon or chicken 
sausage, baked beans, hash brown, bun and roll and 
Italian truffle butter. 

Then, the likes of the Kam Heong Clams will speak to 
seafood lovers, tantalising with its aromatic and bold East 
meets West characteristics. With just the right amount of 
chilli and curry leaves to bring out the sweetness of the 
clams, this is a dish you won’t be able to get enough of. 
Malaysians can probably attest to the fact that a week 
without eating nasi lemak doesn’t sit quite right. Throw 
calories to the wind and indulge in the restaurant’s house 
special Nasi Lemak, mindfully crafted to convey comforting, 
spicy goodness. Another ode to the local cuisine is Mary 
Jane’s Nasi Kerabu — a Kelantanese delicacy featuring 
chicken tossed with grated coconut, fish crackers, salted 
egg and a dash of acar jelatah (an essential condiment) 
that ramps up the taste of this delicious dish.

Mary Jane KL *Western and Local Cuisine *Casual Dining (Pork-free)
106 Jalan Petaling 50000 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 018-216 0968

Best known for its wall of flowers, Lisette’s Café and 
Bakery has long been established as one of the more 
instagrammable café in town. Greeted by greenery and 
the infamous wall of pink flowers, patrons have the option 
to dine at its al-fresco seating area and enjoy the tropical 
weather, sun beaming through the greenery, or walk further 
in and enjoy a dining experience with beautiful murals on 
the ceiling and beautiful decors. Lisette’s Café and Bakery 
gives a sense of a hideaway located within the city, paired 
with an ambience that makes it seem like time is frozen and 
all that is important is the dining experience there.

Lisette’s strives to source for natural and organic ingredients 
without compromising of flavour so that every bite is a 
delight. While their freshly baked pastries are delightful, 
we definitely recommend the cafe’s unique Nasi Lemak with 
Black Rice for something more substantial. For something 
more nourishing, the Burrata Beet Salad is right up your 
alley. A medley of mesclun leaves, burrata, beetroot, 
roasted walnuts, pears and red onion dressing is not only 
aesthetically-pleasing, but scrumptious too. 

If you need a pick-me-up in the morning besides coffee, try 
the Mumbai Eggs Kejriwal to truly wake up. Take caution, 
because this dish is not for the faint hearted, featuring spiced 
scrambled eggs with freshly sliced chillies and chilli flakes 
are beautifully presented on brown toast, topped with sunny 
side up and avocado alongside spicy terung (brinjal).

Lisette’s Café and Bakery *Café fare *Bakery 
*Comfort food (pork free)
No. 8, Jalan Kemuja, Bangsar, 59000 Kuala Lumpur, 
Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-2201 7772

Lisette’s assortment of pastriesThe Farm Foodcraft’s Offerings

House Special Nasi Lemak Lisette’s Nasi Lemak

Luckin Kopi
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Saunter into the kopitiam façade of 
Luckin Kopi to find a juxtaposition 
of old and new architecture. Its 

150-year-old seemingly intimate space 
opens to a bounteous dining area 
upon treading further in – revealing 
more of its heritage-meet-boho vibes. 
With a stance that connection can be 
developed with a cup of coffee, Luckin 
Kopi offers an experience, tradition and 
discovery centred around traditional 
coffee and good food. The menu here 
is a creative rendition of Malaysian 
classics and would evoke nostalgia for 
many. 

The hallmark of a typical Malaysian 
breakfast at a kopitiam is none other 
than half boiled eggs complemented by 
toast or the soft butter bun. Luckin Kopi 
brings us the Luckin Soft Bun, featuring 
six assortment of delicious fillings, from 

the classic kaya to Nutella and matcha. 
Order it as dessert and share it with 
your family or friends. Simple, sinful and 
scrumptious are the words that come 
to mind when describing the Salted 
Egg Chicken Chop. The chicken chop 
is fried to a delicious crisp, creating a 
crunchy outer layer and reveals a tender, 
succulent meat on the inside. Paired 
with a side of homemade salted egg 

sauce, drizzle it all over the chicken to 
experience subtle flavours boosting the 
chicken chop’s character. 

Those who relish in the simple things 
in life can rejoice with the introduction 
of Mi Sedaap Ayam Goreng — a 
matrimony of nasi lemak and mi 
sedaap. This intriguing dish sees an 
assemblage of mi sedaap at the centre 
of the plate, surrounded by the usual 
nasi lemak condiments including fried 
egg, cucumber, sambal, ikan bilis and 
kacang with delicious and crisp fried 
chicken. Seal the culinary experience 
with a glass of kopi kaw ice and thank 
us later.

Luckin Kopi *Local Cuisine *Casual Dining 
(Pork-free)
14, Jalan Panggong, City Centre,
50000 Kuala Lumpur.

Salted Egg Chicken Chop

Luckin Kopi’s revamped menu
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Rise and Shine 
by Tapestry
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Nippori Cafe paired with caramelised onions and a 
sriracha aioli, all sandwiched in between 
a toasted Hawaiian sweet bun. 

One of its best-selling items on the menu 
has got to be the Horchata Smoothie 
where the horchata, a Mexican sweet rice 
drink is blended up and served with all 
the fixings of a healthy breakfast. From 
the lunch menu, we enjoyed the Fried 
Chicken Burger, a crispy fried chicken 
thigh perfectly cooked to still retain all its 
juices, layered among purple slaw and 
gherkin, all comfortably cradled between 
two toasted buns.

Having an option for just about anybody, 
the Rise and Shine’s menu is of a wide 
range and yet uncompromising on 
flavour and quality, regardless of food or 
beverage.

Rise and Shine by Tapestry
28, Jalan Kamunting, Chow Kit,
50300 Kuala Lumpur, 
Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-7622 8720

Rise and Shine Egg Drop with Sarsi 
Glazed Beef Bacon

Bringing you a perfect blend of 
East and West, Rise and Shine by 
Tapestry KL embraces the value 

of modernity in featuring classic brunch 
dishes, enhanced by the flavours of 
Malaysian heritage. Located in the 
favourite locality of ardent breakfast and 
brunch goers, Rise and Shine by Tapestry 
sits amidst Malaysian heritage and culture 
and more importantly, food! 

Guaranteed the best quality food made 
from locally-sourced produce, paired with 
home-made breads and artistically and 
professionally brewed coffee, KL-ites will 
not be disappointed when dining at Rise 
and Shine. Our favourites from its menu 
are the Rise and Shine Eggs Benedict, 
a hearty breakfast of the classic eggs 
benedict served on a bed of bubble and 
squeak and drizzled with a creamy bunga 
kantan hollandaise sauce and a choice of 
salmon, beef bacon or halloumi cheese. 
Craving something a little lighter and 
easier on the stomach? The Rise and Shine 
Egg Drop is simplistically put, a scrambled 
egg sandwich. The dish is served with 
soft-scrambled eggs with cheddar cheese 

Smoothie Bowls

Banana Bread

A cosy Japanese home best 
describes Nippori. The relaxed 
energy here is mustered by young 

restaurateur, Daichi, who pays an ode to 
his Japanese heritage through this café. 
Nippori embodies Japanese tradition, 
from its façade to fare. Beyond the 
sliding doors, a quaint, modest interior 
transports patrons to a Japanese home 
with its wooden accents and tatami 
seating area. The extensive menu serves 
sets of true-to-tradition, home-cooked 
varieties, nigiri sushi, sashimi and 
creative additions for the adventurous. 

The crispy yet tender consistency of the 
fried salmon from the Fried Salmon with 
Tartar Sauce and Salmon Sashimi Set 
set was divine. This satiating set features 
a velvety homemade tartar sauce, miso 
soup, chawanmushi, fruits, generous 
salmon sashimi and most importantly, 

warm Japanese rice. Such comfort and 
deliciousness is born from a simple set 
meal — everything the Japanese cuisine 
is about. 

For unagi lovers, Nippori offers assorted 
renditions of this Japanese delicacy, 
from an entire fillet, maki to don or the 
Unagi HitsumaBushi – which we chose. 
The imported unagi is sliced, grilled and 
basted with kabayaki sauce and placed 
on a bed of Japanese rice and topped 
with shredded tamagoyaki. The well-
prepared unagi conveys rich flavours 
with an appetising texture — succulent 
and tender. The King Salmon Nigiri was 
a salmon affair and an oishi experience. 
Crafted by Chef Fukuzato, a trio of salmon 
nigiri allures with its generously long slice 
and pink hue. Atop the salmon slices are 
three differing condiments such as the 
tobiko mayo, aburi mentai and crabmeat 

gratin cheese. Sit back and allow 
your palate to encounter different taste 
profiles.

Nippori Cafe *Japanese Cuisine *Casual 
Dining (Pork-free)
Empire Damansara, G11, Jalan PJU 8/8, 
Damansara Perdana, 47820 Petaling 
Jaya, Selangor.
Tel: 03-7733 8592

Unagi HitsumaBushi

Salmon Fried with Tartar Sauce and Salmon Sashimi Set
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Spoiling their patrons for choice, the Feeka menu has a little 
something for everyone and perhaps a little more. Our favourites 
from the breakfast menu is the Feeka’s Breakfast, a hearty platter 
of chicken sausage, potato croquette, turkey ham, confit tomatoes, 
portobello mushroom and choice of eggs. It most definitely is a 
large platter to fuel a long day of hard labor. Looking on the 
lighter and healthier side of the menu, we thoroughly enjoyed 
the Tropical Smoothie, a bowl of Greek yogurt, house granola, 
coconut flakes, flaxseed and oats, fresh, nutty flavours to 
represent a juxtaposition to the Malaysian weather.

From their lunch and dinner menu, the Pan Seared Chicken and 
Couscous seems to be a fan favourite among patrons. The well-
seasoned and juicy chicken is dressed with a sauce vierge, a 
mix of fresh herbs, lemon juice, diced tomatoes, and olive oil to 
infuse a freshness into the dish as it is served on a bed of pillowy 
couscous. There is something to satiate every palate at Feeka 
Coffee Roasters and it is an experience not to be missed.

Feeka Coffee Roasters
19, Jln Mesui, Bukit Bintang, 50200 Kuala Lumpur,
Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-2110 4599

Embedded within Bukit Bintang, the pulsing heart of Kuala 
Lumpur, Feeka Coffee Roasters is conveniently hidden 
from the hustle and bustle of the busy city. Befitting to the 

very definition of its name, Feeka is named for the Swedish 
word for work, Fika, which means ‘to take a break’ and it 
stays true to its name by giving patrons an escape to enjoy 
serenity accompanied by good food and the aroma of coffee 
in the air.

Best known for their coffee, Feeka Coffee Roasters proudly 
boasts only locally roasted coffee beans which are seasonally 
rotated based on market availability in all their coffee-fueled 
beverages. The minds behind Feeka Coffee Roasters take the 
extra step to source and work closely with the local roasters 
to ensure a consistent quality and uncompromising flavour of 
their coffee, be it single origin or a blend. Their range of 
coffee drinks are extensive, ranging from the simple espresso 
and americano to the more intricate cold brews and even to 
the artisanal and creative coffee creations such as the sticky 
bun latte.

Salmon couscous

Feeka Coffee Roaster’s homemade Cold brew Coffee

Feeka Coffee Roasters
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Hagi Japanese 
Cuisine

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Hagi Japanese Cuisine is a love 
letter to The Land of the Rising 
Sun, purveying Edomae sushi 

authenticity. Named after the Japanese fall 
flower, beyond its sliding doors lie a sleek 
and warm interior with a sushi bar at its 
centre, meeting the idylls of an authentic 
Japanese experience.

We start with the Natsu Omakase course 
— a fluid ebb and flow of dishes from 
appetisers to dessert. Unlike the usual 
hefty Omakase price tag, Hagi offers 
affordability, allowing everyone a taste of 
indulgence. The Zensai (appetiser) whets 
our palates with a trio comprising mizu-nasu 
(water eggplant) topped with salted kombu 
(edible kelp), Mozuku (brown seaweed) 

tossed in vinegar and paired with mountain 
yam, garnished with ikura and finally, Ayu or 
sweet fish mixed with capsicum and onions. 

Next, prancing its way to the table was the 
Otsukiri or sashimi. Its stark simplicity in 
presentation made this platter even more 
alluring. Sitting on a bed of ice boasting 
butteriness were chutoro, kampachi (great 
amberjack), kuromutsu (Japanese bluefish) 
and hotate (scallops) served with sudachi 
lime — each varies according to season. 
Representing the Yakimono (grilled item) was 
the tachiuo (belt fish). Again, simplicity struck 
and teased our palates with its brininess, 
only neutralised by the pairing of green and 
purple tomato. 

Interjecting the picture taking and banter 
was the chawanmushi, one that’s unique 
and unparalleled. Hagi’s rendition is served 
cold, garnished with Junsai (watershield) 
and doesn’t take away from the essence 
of the dish. Then, the much awaited piece 
de resistance — Nigiri sushi presented on 
a beautiful plate showcasing torro (bluefin) 
aged for seven days, akami zuke marinated 
in soy sauce, hiramasa (king of yellowtail) 
marinated in  yuzu, sake, mirin and soy 
sauce, hirame (flounder fish) topped with 
engawa (flounder’s fin), saba (mackerel), 
shako sushi (manta ray) and lastly, anago 
(sea eel) — all freshly flown twice a week 
from Japan. 

Still reeling from the symphony of flavours, 
we were greeted with Hagi’s Hiyashi 
Somen, the restaurant’s specialty featuring 
cold somen in a moat of Hagi’s sauce made 
from dashi and topped with a spoonful of 
uni and ikura. We tip our hats to the creative 
genius behind this deliciousness. The final 
item before bidding farewell was the 
dessert, varying daily according to season 
and ingredients, and often homemade. We 
had the warabi mochi, concocted from 
kinako (soybean powder) and matcha, 
accompanied by gula Melaka syrup. 

Hagi caters to vegetarians and vegans 
alike, granted, advance booking is made. 
Those who are still unsure about stepping 
out and dining in restaurants can opt for 
the indulgent omakase experience in the 
comfort of home.

Hagi Japanese Cuisine, 18, Lorong Datuk Sulaiman 1, 
Taman Tun Dr Ismail, 60000 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 014-358 9434

Natsu Omakase Set

An assemblage of fresh nigiri sushi
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The Hana Tempura, also from the Delicacy 
segment is truly a fantastic twist to the 
tempura. Chunks of deep-fried zucchini 
flower is stuffed with truffle paste, cheese 
and mushroom to convey a nice crunch 
that comes with every bite, layered with 
tenderness from the mushroom. The 
ultimate main course to order is the Ika 
Pasta. Using squid ink pasta tossed in 
salted egg, lotus root, tobiko, curry leaves 
and chili padi, this is no ordinary pasta — 
it appeals lies in its local flavours.

Yugo *Japanese cuisine *Casual dining 
(pork-free)
12, Jalan 27/70A, Desa Sri Hartamas, 
Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 019-322-6063 

Yugo

Bold and brilliant is how we 
would describe Yugo. Though 
fundamentally Japanese, its 

namesake which literally translates 
to fusion, indicates a unique dining 
experience. Inside, a chic interior is only 
complemented by upbeat jazz numbers 
playing in the background. 

We start with a bowlful of freshly flow-
in sashimi from the Fukuoka Perfecture, 
featuring buttery Otoro (tuna belly), uni 
with caviar and salmon belly, salmon, 
blue fin akami, as well as scallop with 
ikura. Next comes the aesthetically-
pleasing and beautifully-plated Salmon 
Aburi Salad with black vinaigrette, 
strawberries, pistachio and avocado 
strewn about for freshness. This is a 
creative play of textures and flavours, 

where the vinaigrette grants a sweetness 
that unifies the other components of the 
salad. 

An exciting take on tradition comes 
in the form of the Yugo Makimono — 
three rolls comprising salmon, tobiko, 
sakura, denbu avocado and caviar 
are enveloped by Japanese rice made 
with apple cider vinegar and served 
alongside a homemade saffron sauce. 
The earthy yet sweet saffron sauce 
perks up the maki and the palate. For 
a mouthful of French meets Japanese 
goodness, the Unagi and Foie Gras 
from the Delicacy segment is our pick, 
boasting melt-in-the-mouth seared foie 
gras sandwiching the tamago and 
unagi in a sweet teriyaki sauce. 

Simplicity is a new sensation at Yugo Yugo’s Delectable OfferingsBY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Sushi Babe’s skilfully crafted Nigiri Sushi

Sushi Babe, the brainchild of the Master Sushi Chef and 
Tokyo Michelin-starred Chef Jeff Okada Ramsey, is a pop-
up sushi  counter experience as an ode to his roots at Japas 

by Jeff Ramsey. In this pop-up sushi experience, Chef Ramsey 
brings patrons on a journey of discovery, drawing on Japan’s rich 
natural produce from both the land and sea through an omakase 
counter experience. Staying true to the traditional roots of his 
sushi training, Chef Jeff Ramsey curates this bespoke experience 
with the culmination of the highest order of traditional technique 
and innovative creativity.

This is evident in his masterful technique of rolling and shaping the 
perfectly seasoned sushi rice, making it a perfect bed for which the 
slices of fish are perfectly draped over it. The smooth and precise 
knife action in slicing the various fishes, pure concentration almost 

Sushi Babe

like a mask he wears. This makes it seem like the entire food 
being preparation is an elegant dance, bringing together the 
worlds of traditional and contemporary just to make the perfect 
nigiri.

With his many years of experience and a plethora of techniques, 
Chef Ramsey plates every dish differently, each with its own 
unique flavour profile and method of preparation, giving each 
dish an identity of its own.

Sushi Babe 11th Floor
Work@Clearwater, Changkat Semantan,
Bukit Damansara, 50490 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 013-209 1330
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BUTTERNUT OLD FASHIONED

Method:
Cut the butternut squash into tiny pieces and lightly 
dust them with cinnamon and sugar and roast for 
about 20 minutes until dry and golden. Cool to 
room temperature, place in an infusion jar, then 
top with bourbon. Let the infusion sit for at least 
6 days. Test for flavour and let it infuse longer if 
needed. Once the desired intensity is reached, 
strain out the squash and bottle the bourbon. It can 
be stored like any liquor but should be enjoyed 
within a couple of months. In an old-fashioned 
glass filled with cracked ice, pour the butternut-
infused bourbon, maple syrup and bitters. Stir well 
and garnish with orange peel.

Ingredients:

For the Butternut-Infused Bourbon:
• 1 butternut squash
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1 teaspoon sugar
•  1 (750 ml) bottle bourbon whiskey

A fascinating autumn twist to an old-fashioned that 
incorporates butternut squash infusion with bourbon. 

For the Cocktail:
•  2 ounces butternut-infused bourbon
•  1/4 ounce maple syrup
•  1 splash maple bitters
•  1 splash aromatic bitters
•  Orange peel, for garnish

EUCALYPTUS MARTINI

Method:
To make the eucalyptus syrup, in a saucepan, bring 
the water to a boil and stir in the sugar until it’s 
completely dissolved. Reduce the heat and simmer for 
1 minute. Add the eucalyptus leaves and liquidise. 
Pour the syrup into a bowl and cover for 15 minutes. 
Once cooled, the syrup can be stored in a well-sealed 
container in the refrigerator for about two weeks. To 
make the cocktail, in a cocktail shaker, pour the gin, 
eucalyptus syrup, lime juice, egg white and fill with 
ice. Shake well. Double strain into a chilled cocktail 
glass. Garnish with a floating eucalyptus leaf. Serve 
and enjoy.

As indicated by its moniker, the key to making this martini 
rendition is the eucalyptus syrup. Pair that with a fantastic gin 
and a little lime juice and you have yourself a refreshing treat. 

Ingredients:

For the Eucalyptus Syrup:
•  2 cups water
•  2 cups sugar
•  1/3 cup fresh eucalyptus, optional

For the Cocktail:
•  1 1/2 ounces (50 ml) gin
• 3/4 ounce (25 ml) eucalyptus syrup
• 1/2 ounce (12.5 ml) freshly squeezed lime juice
•  3 drops egg white
•  Eucalyptus leaf, for garnish

Crafting Cocktails 
at Home

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

There’s no doubt that we’re cocktail 
connoisseurs. However, there are new drink 
recipes we haven’t tried and are dying to take a 
stab at. Here are some of the unique cocktails 
you should make right now.

Unique Cocktails for the Adventurous Drinkers

RUBY QUEEN

Method:
In a cocktail shaker, add the Scotch whisky, beet 
juice, honey syrup and lemon juice. Fill with ice. 
Shake vigorously for at least 30 seconds. Fine-
strain into a chilled cocktail glass. Garnish with a 
sprig of fresh dill or tarragon and a lemon twist. 
Serve and enjoy.

Ingredients:

•  1 1/2 ounces Scotch whisky
•  1 ounces fresh red beet juice
•  3/4 ounce honey syrup
•  3/4 ounce freshly squeezed lemon juice
•  Fresh dill sprig, or tarragon sprig, for garnish
•  Lemon twist, for garnish

Have you ever considered the matrimony between scotch 
and beet juice? While it sounds questionable, the surprise 
comes when you taste just how well scotch works against this 
sweetened vegetable profile.

BEER, BOURBON, BARBECUE 
COCKTAIL

Method:
To make the BBQ water, in a mixing bowl, combine 
the barbecue sauce with an equal part of steaming hot 
water. Whisk until fully incorporated. Let sit to cool, or 
refrigerate. Then, in a cocktail shaker filled with ice, 
pour the liquors and BBQ water. Squeeze the juice 
of a quarter of an orange into the shaker as well. 
Shake vigorously. Strain into a cocktail glass. Pour a 
quarter of a bottle of beer into a cocktail shaker and 
shake until foamy. Spoon the beer foam on top of the 
cocktail to garnish. Serve and enjoy!

Beer, bourbon and barbecue are three things that are 
relished separately. What if we tell you that combining this 
trio into a single glass results in a wonderful cocktail? Try it 
for yourself!

Ingredients:

For the BBQ Water:
•  1 (19-ounce) bottle barbecue sauce
•  19 ounces hot water, about 2 1/3 cups

For the Cocktail:
•  1 1/2 ounces bourbon whiskey
•  1 ounce honey whiskey liqueur
•  1 ounce BBQ water
•  3/4 ounce orange juice, from 1/4 orange
•  3 ounces hefeweizen beer
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COCO STEAMBOAT

Coco Steamboat is a homegrown brand that started with 15 tables back in 2005. 
It is regarded as the pioneer which introduced the traditional flavoured Pork Bone 
Broth and handmade delicacies for over a decade to date. Located in Old Klang 
Road, Coco Steamboat’s meat and vegetables are served fresh and its piece de 
resistance is undoubtedly the pork bone broth.  The broth is aromatic, flavourful 
and milky, packed with goodness and the perfect level of spiciness from the pepper.

Coco Steamboat, 25, Jalan 1/119, Taman Bukit Hijau, 56100 Kuala Lumpur.

YEZI STEAMBOAT

Yezi is the first of its kind concept steamboat in the country that uses 
a coconut-based broth and this concept was inspired by a famous 
Chinese steamboat restaurant in Shenzhen. With motivation from 
eating clean and healthy, Yezi’s great emphasis on the coconut-based 
broths is complimented by a wide repertoire of dishes using organic 
and semi organic ingredients fresh from the farm to the table. The 
unique offering of this specialty coconut-based broths are available 
in five unique variants for patrons, namely, Original Coconut Broth, 
Imperial Canton Broth, Aromatic Taiwanese Beef Spice Broth, Fragrant 
‘Shao Xing’ Wine Seafood Broth and Wild Forest Truffle Mushroom 
Broth. Yezi’s dishes are freshly prepared daily from the kitchen which 
includes homemade balls, dumplings and pastes. The vegetables are 
mostly organic or washed to be pesticide-free. Premium meat offerings 
such as the world-renowned Matsusaka beef are flown from Japan on 
a weekly basis.

Yezi Steamboat, First Avenue, Bandar Utama,
47800 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

There’s something comforting about huddling around a steaming pot of broth with a medley of 
vegetables and poultry of your liking on a rainy day. Indulging in a hot pot meal is an interactive 

experience that is derived from ancient China, when the generals and their armies had to eat their 
food on the battlefield. The heart of a hot pot lies in its broth and the exciting part is choosing and 
adding in the ingredients. We’ve curated a guide to the best hot pot restaurants in Klang Valley to 

satiate your hankering.

Hungry for Hot Pot
Best Hotpots in the Klang Valley

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

BEAUTY IN THE POT

Savour the essence of health and beauty with every 
steaming pot of soup at Beauty In The Pot. Inspired 
by the culture of food for health, the menu presents its 
own creation of nourishing soup bases, which includes 
the all-time favourite Beauty Collagen Broth and Spicy 
Nourishing Broth, with an array of premium ingredients 
and homemade specialties prepared by a team of skilful 
chefs. A divine experience of culinary finesse awaits 
diners at Beauty In The Pot.

Beauty In The Pot, Lot T – 201B, 3rd Floor The Gardens Mall, 
Mid Valley City, 59200 Kuala Lumpur.

HONG KONG HOT POT

Hong Kong Hot Pot, sticking true to its namesake purveys an 
extensive offering of Hong Kong-style broths. Boasting a warm 
interior reminiscent of Hong Kong, this restaurant is embellished 
with wooden furniture, Chinese traditional signage and liquor 
bottles displayed throughout the place. The crowd favourite at this 
restaurant is the sakura pork bone soup, alongside freshly made 
tomato soup and Szechuan spicy soup. Another must-try dish at 
Hong Kong Hot Pot is the imported bean curd roll bursting a crispy 
texture on the outside and tenderness from the fish meat inside. 

Hong Kong Hot Pot, Level 2, Telawi Square,
39 Jalan Telawi 3 59100 Kuala Lumpur.
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ENCORE MALAYSIA
Encore Malaysia has been attracting pastry lovers 
with its plethora of enticing pastries, from strudels to 
mille feuille, flan and many more. Nestled in Taman 
Bukit Desa, Kuala Lumpur, this patisserie’s fruit strudels 
come with a generous custard filling topped with fresh 
strawberries and blueberries with a dusting of icing 
sugar.

KENNY HILLS BAKERS
Strudels are a traditional Austrian pastry made from 
flaky pastry, which can be served sweet when filled 
with fruit and sweetened cream, or savoury. The 
peach strudel at Kenny Hills Bakers is delectable and 
what many queue up for during the weekends. It is 
rather sizable, swathed with sliced peaches and a 
sweetened Chantilly cream as its base. The cream 
isn’t overly sweet, with extra crispy and flaky pastry 
giving it a nice firm texture. This dessert alone is worth 
the visit.

FRUITY BAKERY AND CAFE
For 30 years, Fruity Bakery and Cafe has reigned 
as the top purveyor of apple strudel. Tucked away in 
Klang, their recipe is said to be based on an original 
recipe from Perth, Australia. It’s undoubtedly the most 
sought-after apple strudel for its incredible length of 34 
cm, the tender flakiness of the pastry that melts in the 
mouth and the heart of the strudel which is a generous 
filling of apple, whipped cream and custard. While 
Klang is rather far to travel to, Kl-ites can rejoice as its 
store in Mont Kiara, in collaboration with H Floriste, 
is open again to satisfy your apple strudel cravings. 
 

Scrumptious Strudels

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Best Strudels in Klang Valley

FOO FOO FINE DESSERTS
At Foo Foo Fine Desserts, one can expect exquisitely 
plated desserts paired with home-made ice cream 
for your sweet indulgence. Among the delectable 
offerings is their rendition of the apple strudel which 
comes in an unconventional presentation. Foo Foo’s 
apple strudel is presented in a puff pastry pouch 
with a refreshing apple filling, complemented with a 
velvety Black Pepper Mango Ice Cream that conveys 
a harmony of flavours. 

ICON BREWINGS
Hidden in Taman Bukit Segar, Cheras is 
a renowned bakery called Icon Brewings. 
Ask anyone living in Cheras and ninety 
per cent of them would probably say that 
they’ve certainly heard of this patisserie. 
Icon Brewings has earned its name in the 
local scene for its array of scrumptious fruit 
strudels. From mango with pomegranate to 
blueberries and even kiwi, its fruit strudels 
are pleasing to the eye and palate. If 
you’re unsure of what to order, get the 
Fruit Strudel Set which comes in a box of 
five strudels — kiwi, mango, blueberry, 
strawberry and peach. 

The history of strudel dates back to hundreds of years, as an easy yet satisfying meal of the poor. 
The name Strudel comes from the German word for “whirlpool” or “eddy”. It is also associated with 

Austrian cuisine, formerly belonging to the Austro-Hungarian Empire. However, it was the Viennese 
who made this dish famous with its delicate, thin layers of dough and sweet, tart apple filling. While 

some of the strudels in the world today can be found in Corica Pastries in Perth, Australia, we have our 
fair share of local contenders in Malaysia. Whet your appetite with these bakeries listed below. 
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AD - 03

With the majority of Malaysian 
states and territories 
progressing between phase 

two and three of the country’s National 
Recovery Plan, I would like to stress that 
all our airports nationwide are ready 
for full swing operation and raring to go 
to facilitate in the recovery of domestic 
tourism and travel. In fact, since the start 
of the Covid-19 pandemic Iast year, we 
have not closed any of our airports except 
for Melaka Airport due to zero flights. 
We expect domestic air traffic to gain 
traction once 70% to 80% of Malaysia’s 
population have been fully vaccinated while 
at Malaysia Airports, our target was to 
achieve full vaccination by end-September.

At Langkawi International Airport, we 
welcome the strong support from our 
local carriers, namely Malaysia Airlines, 
Malindo Air, AirAsia and Firefly in 
Langkawi’s reopening on Malaysia Day 
(16 September) as a travel bubble for fully 
vaccinated domestic travellers. I believe 
all these concerted efforts resulting in 
improved passenger and aircraft traffic 
movements will lend tremendous value to 
help resuscitate our aviation and tourism 

industries, which have been adversely hit by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The positive outlook for countries with high 
vaccine rollouts such as Malaysia and Turkey 
have witnessed an increase in air travel. On 
this note, we are cautiously optimistic that 
our group performance for the fourth quarter 
will be better than the previous quarter. The 
continued recovery of passenger traffic from 
ISGIA based on our latest data reveals growth 
of almost 71% growth to 3.2 million over 
August 2020, thanks to leisure travel during 
the summer holidays and acceptance of both 
the European Union Digital Covid Certificate 
and Turkish Covid-19 certificate. Of the 
total, 1.1 million came from international 
passengers, which exceeded the one million 
mark for the first time since March 2020 
while the balance of over two million domestic 
passengers was close to 90% of the volume 
handled in August 2019. 

Apart from ISGIA’s state-of-art Xovis PTS 
passenger flow management system to 
help reduce wait time and monitor physical 
distancing, as part of our group wide Airports 
4.0 initiatives, we have also rolled out the 
Automated Queue Management System 

Dato’ Mohd Shukrie Mohd Salleh
Group Chief Executive Officer (GCEO) of 

Malaysia Airports Holdings Berhad

that leverages on 3D sensor technology to 
manage and reduce passenger wait times 
to under 10 minutes earlier this year at the 
KL International Airport. You can expect 
more technological advances and refreshing 
terminal concepts to ensure seamless 
passenger journey through digitalisation 
and innovation to be forthcoming. They 
include the Digital Experience Showcase 
area scheduled for completion by end-
2022 and the use of robust technology 
infrastructure such as 5G gigabit ultra-fast 
wireless network much as our immediate 
priority is to ensure the safety of our staff, 
passengers and airport environment. 

We have selected Maxis as our sole 
telecommunication operator to co-develop 
a digital transformation roadmap for smart 
airport operations and manage both Wifi 
and 5G-related network services and 
solutions at KLIA’s two terminals. 5G will 
be the catalyst for connecting us to new 
business and economic opportunities, 
strengthening our foundation of new 
technologies and digitalisation of our 
airport operations. For our passengers,  
it means a smart travel experience with 
smart retail and smart security in mind. 

A corporate leader with diverse experience, he 
is harnessing the latest technological advances 
to spur Malaysia Airports to greater heights as a 
smart aviation regional hub. 

This month, Dato’ Mohd Shukrie Mohd Salleh 
shares the ever readiness of its network of airports 
in Malaysia for the reopening of international 
borders following the successful take-off of 
the country’s first travel bubble pilot project in 
Langkawi.  Moving forward into the last quarter of 
2021, the airport operator is optimistic of improved 
passenger and cargo traffic movements, including 
at Istanbul Sabiha Gokcen International Airport 
(ISGIA), especially with the ramping up of Covid-19 
vaccinations and its latest strategic partnership 
with Maxis Bhd for the co-creation of Malaysia’s 
first 5G digital airport.

Airport GCEO Speaks
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As Malaysia’s first domestic tourism 
bubble pilot project for those who 
have been fully vaccinated, the 

scrutiny on Langkawi’s reopening on 16 
September in conjunction with 58th Malaysia 
Day celebrations has been intense, receiving 
mixed feedback from the industry players. 
The first few days of tourist arrivals to 
Langkawi numbering above 2,500 every day 
by air and sea is strong testimony of what 
the reopening of this island resort could do 
to its local economy and the livelihoods of its 
approximately 108,400 population whose 
lives are very much dependent on tourism.    

The first day of the travel bubble initiative 
attracted 3,280 tourist arrivals to Langkawi 
while the second day saw 14 flights bringing 
in 2,640 passengers. On the third day, the 
island resort expected 2,943 tourists, of 
which 2,100 would fly in by air while the 
remaining balance of 538 tourists would 
come by ferry and 305 from the  
roll-on roll-off vehicle carrier ferry via  
Kuala Perlis.

NASARUDDIN ABDUL MUTTALIB
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of

Langkawi Development Authority

Flight schedules on 19 September show 
21 return flights to Langkawi by Malaysia 
Airlines, AirAsia, Malindo Air and Firefly. 
Supportive of the government’s efforts to 
reinvigorate the national economy through 
the travel bubble initiative, AirAsia Malaysia 
CEO Riad Asmat says the airline will be 
resuming its 90 weekly flights to and from 
Langkawi, departing from Kuala Lumpur 
(63 times weekly), Penang (14 times), Johor 
Bahru (seven times), Ipoh (three times) and 
Kota Bharu (three times).

Malindo Air, on the other hand, is mounting 
six daily flights to Langkawi, of which five 
are from Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport 
(SAAS) and one from the KL International 
Airport (KLIA). In order to create a safe 
travelling experience for both its crew and 
passengers, its CEO Captain Mushafiz 
Mustafa Bakri assures that its staff are fully 
vaccinated while its aircraft are equipped 
with high-efficiency particulate air filters 
which can remove more than 99.9% of 
microbes in the air. Besides the aircraft’s 
cabin air being refreshed every two to 
three minutes throughout the flight, other 
safety precautions such as enhanced cabin 
cleaning and rigorous disinfecting are also 
observed. 

Malaysia Airlines, which brings in around 
700 passengers daily through its five daily 
flights to Langkawi, is looking at promoting 
to its passengers the island’s tourist 
attractions as well as food and beverage 
outlets on the airline’s social media platforms 
in order to drive more traffic and footfall 
to these places and businesses as part of 
the recovery efforts not just for the aviation 
sector but also the tourism related sector. 
The national carrier hopes to kickstart 
this campaign from 22 September to 31 
October.
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Langkawi, A Testbed 
for Future Travel Bubbles

Last minute compulsory swab test 
The Health Ministry’s mandate just a day 
before Langkawi’s reopening that it is 
compulsory for travellers to be tested for 
Covid-19 before their trip at public/private 
healthcare facilities or departure at the 
airports or ferry terminals not only reversed 
Tourism, Culture and Arts Minister Datuk Seri 
Nancy Shukri’s earlier announcement that 
no such tests are required but also left many 
stumped, with the Federation of Malaysian 
Consumers Associations calling on the 
government to subsidise, if not bear, the cost 
of the test, for the locals.

According to Health Minister Khairy 
Jamaluddin, the polymerase chain reaction 
(RT-PCR) or Rapid Test Kit-Antigen (RTK-Ag) 
swab tests must be conducted 48 hours before 
departure and the results presented at the 
airports or ferry terminals for inspection. 

Self-test saliva kits purchased by tourists 
and brought to these ports of entry at the 
designated screening areas to undergo the 
Covid-19 detection test are also accepted. 
Otherwise, they can buy them from the private 
sector provider at the screening areas.

Despite the hue and cry from the industry 
players on the timeliness of the Health 
Ministry’s mandate, the swab test has been 
effective in detecting positive Covid cases, 
thus ensuring the safety of everyone and 
facilitating the success of Langkawi tourism 
bubble pilot project. The first day of the travel 
bubble programme saw five Covid-19 positive 
cases identified among those who underwent 
the RTK-Ag, of which three were detected 
at SAAS and one each at KLIA and Penang 
International Airport. 

Since these travellers were asymptomatic, 
they have been issued a 10-day home 
surveillance order. Meanwhile, the airlines, 
ferry consortium operators and hoteliers in 
Langkawi have agreed to allow these travellers 
to defer their flight, ferry ride and stay dates.
According to Malaysian Association of Hotel 
Kedah/Perlis chapter vice-chairman Razmi 
Rahmat, the majority of the five-star hotels 
on the island enjoyed between 60% and 80% 
bookings on the second day of the travel 
bubble while some of those hotels sited next to 
the beach were fully booked. Hopefully, when 
the Kuala Kedah ferry service to Langkawi 
resumes on 23 September after the cessation 
of the Enhanced Movement Control Order in 
Kuala Kedah, bookings for the four-star and 
below hotels, which now hovers around 40%, 
will pick up. 

With the reopening of Langkawi, the hotel 
guests can have access to facilities such as 
surau, swimming pool, gymnasium, lounge 
and halls. Holiday makers to the island resort 
are now allowed to engage in beach activities 
(such as water sports, snorkelling and scuba 
diving) besides other leisure, recreational, 
social and special interest activities like 
golfing, cycling, bird watching, angling 
and yachting. Family edutainment centres, 
recreation/extreme adventure/nature and 
theme parks, farms, aquariums, zoos as well 
as art, culture and heritage venues such as 
museums, libraries and galleries are also now 
open to them.

The Langkawi travel bubble pilot project 
has led to a clamouring for other islands in 
Malaysia to be reopened and the easing of 
interstate travel restrictions with the reduction 
of Covid-19 cases in the Klang Valley, Negeri 
Sembilan, Melaka and Kedah. The National 
Security Council will be deciding on this 
matter soon based on the reports submitted 
by the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture 
and state authorities as they review and 
monitor the situation in Langkawi, which had 
a massive immunisation exercise undertaken 
among its population since June to prepare 
the island to receive tourists. 

Indeed, if implemented well and supported 
jointly by all parties involved alongside 
the practice of wearing face masks and 
maintaining physical distancing by everyone, 
Langkawi’s success can be emulated with 
confidence by other local tourist destinations 
eager to reopen.
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Tourism Malaysia and LADA 
Gained International Recognition 

The joyous month of Malaysia Day 
celebration has started positively as 
Malaysia won two out of 25 categories 

presented at this year’s virtual PATA Gold 
Awards, namely through Tourism Malaysia for 
the Print Marketing Campaign category and 
Langkawi Development Authority (LADA) for 
the Heritage category.

Tourism Malaysia’s 2021 Desk Calendar with 
its “Dive into Your Dream – Malaysia 365 
Days” theme reminds its users of Malaysia’s 
picturesque natural beauty, from its dazzling 
blue seas, multi-colour sunsets, and mystic 
rainforests. The idea is to inspire the users of 
their next holiday in the country, away from 
the bustling city scenes and into the secret 
world of Malaysia’s off-the-beaten-track 
destinations.

The calendar also portrays Tourism Malaysia’s 
effort in embracing digitalisation by 
incorporating its digital platforms through 
QR codes and offering download options 
for each picturesque landscape displayed 
each month. The QR codes paired with every 
picture will bring users to dedicated articles 
on the locations along with recommendations 
for tourists. The downloadable pictures, on the 
other hand, allow users to utilise the calming 
sceneries as their desktop wallpapers, posters, 
and wall calendars.

Similarly, LADA has deservingly won the 
Heritage Award through its “Langkawi 
UNESCO Global Geopark: The Diverse 
Heritage of Kubang Badak Biogeotrail” 
project. Being the first UNESCO Global 
Geopark in Southeast Asia, Langkawi is 
not only home to idyllic beaches but also a 
community of rich culture and heritage. On 
the southwest part of the island, one can 
find Langkawi’s Kubang Badak Biogeotrail. 
The project has brought forth the geological, 
biological, and cultural wonders of Kubang 
Badak Village.

LADA has successfully brought to light the 
importance of biodiversity and how the 
local community responsibly rely on natural 
resources as their source of income, alongside 
their rich Malay-Thai culture that can be 
traced back to the 18th century. Carrying 
the influences of their Thai ancestors, 
Kubang Badak villagers are well-versed in 
the Thai language. Both the authorities and 
the community have worked together in 
conserving the environment and educating 
the public while practising responsible 
geotourism.

For more information, please visit 
www.tourism.gov.my

Source: Tourism Malaysia

Photo of Kubang Badak Biogeotrail courtesy of  
Langkawi Development Authority (LADA)

Saudi Tourism Authority 
Invests in Southeast Asia Commercial Office

The Saudi Tourism Authority (STA) has opened a commercial 
office in Malaysia covering the Southeast Asia region as part of 
its strategy to engage the tourism trade in key source markets 

and raise awareness of Saudi, the authentic home of Arabia, as 
travelers around the world dream of exploring exotic destinations 
once more.

STA is focused on enhancing its ability to deliver a truly global 
scale offering by investing resources today in the network that will 
drive our business for the future. We are building an integrated 
global team of professionals to showcase Saudi’s diverse offering of 
cultural adventures, world class heritage sites and authentic Arabian 
hospitality

FAHD HAMIDADDIN
CEO of the Saudi Tourism Authority

The Malaysia office will be responsible for trade and consumer 
marketing activities, expanding the reach and relevance of Saudi’s 
tourism offer and working with tour operators, travel agents and 
other industry stakeholders to build awareness and drive conversion 
in line with STA’s strategy and mission.

The Southeast Asia representative office is being set up with the 
support of the region’s leading aviation & destination marketing 
representative company, AVIAREPS Malaysia as its in-market 
representative covering the Southeast Asia region.

“Southeast Asian nations have a strong affinity with Saudi as 
a destination and many of the region’s travelers have already 
experienced the country’s legendary hospitality while visiting the 
country on pilgrimage.“ said Kelvin Ong, Vice President, Southeast 
Asia for AVIAREPS group. “We have already formed a dedicated 
STA team based in Malaysia to cover the region,” he added.
 
“Opening a dedicated office to serve this market creates an 
opportunity to expand the appeal of Saudi as a compelling leisure 
destination by sharing with travelers the diverse landscapes, bustling 
cities, abundant attractions and storied historical sites that make 
Saudi unique. We are confident that Saudi’s diverse offering will 
be appealing to all demographics from the region,” said Shazlin 
Ahmad, country manager for STA in Southeast Asia.

“We have already begun outreach into Southeast Asia’s tourism 
trade ecosystem and the response has been very positive. We are 
actively seeking opportunities to co- invest with partners who are 
keen to add Saudi as an exciting new destination in their portfolio.”

Since opening its borders to international tourism in September 
2019, Saudi rapidly established itself as the fastest growing tourism 
destination in the world, according to the World Travel and Tourism 
Council. Despite the global shutdown of leisure tourism in the wake 
of the coronavirus pandemic, STA continued to invest to prepare the 
destination for a return to normalcy.

For more information, please visit www.sta.gov.sa/en/ 
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Express Rail Link Sdn Bhd (ERL) has 
resumed its train services from 
September 13, 2021 following the 

announcement made by the Prime Minister, 
Yang Amat Berhormat Dato’ Sri Ismail Sabri 
bin Yaakob, to allow Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya 
and Selangor to move to Phase Two of the 
National Recovery Plan.

KLIA Ekspres and KLIA Transit will run as a 
combined service from 6.00am to 10.10pm 
every day. Trains will run at hourly intervals 
during the operation hours. The schedule 
will be adjusted accordingly later to suit the 
growing passenger ridership.

With the service resumption, ERL is offering 
again a Free Weekly TravelCard for every 
purchase of a KLIA Transit Monthly TravelCard 
with a registered MyKad. The promotion will 
start immediately and will run until November 

MAHB Launches Private Covid-19 
Screening Facility in KLIA

This new facility aims to ensure that the 
highest standards of services are maintained 
with the implementation of new travel SOPs. 
We hope to further restore the confidence 
of passengers flying via our airports 
by enhancing the level of comfort and 
convenience throughout their journey.

DATO’ SERI DIRAJA  
DR ZAMBRY ABD KADIR

Chairman of Malaysia Airports

“We have engaged the services of BP Clinical 
Lab, a top-class medical healthcare provider 
to run the Health Screening Centre which has 
been sanctioned by the Ministry of Health 
(MOH) and National Security Council. We 
will not compromise on the safety of our 
passengers. 

30, 2021 to encourage more people who 
are going back to their office or workplace 
to start using public transportation again for 
their daily commute. The Monthly TravelCard 
provides huge savings for commuters as it is 
heavily discounted, up to 83%.

ERL recently switched the TravelCard from a 
smart card ticket to the MyKad platform from 
May 1, 2021 in line with the national Go 
Cashless initiative. With the implementation, 
KLIA Transit users can use their MyKad directly 
at the gate and enjoy a more seamless user 
experience. They just need to register online at 
https://mykad.KLIAekspres.com, before they 
activate and reload their MyKad.

In prioritising the health and safety of all 
customers and staff, ERL has also urged all 
its staff to be vaccinated with the Covid-19 

I nternational passengers arriving at KL 
International Airport (KLIA) can now 
experience its new private Covid-19 

screening facility that promises safe, 
convenient and efficient testing procedures. 
This Health Screening Centre started operating 
on September 19, 2021 and is able to 
provide Covid-19 RTK, Rapid Molecular PCR 
and RT-PCR results within 15 minutes, 1 hour 
and 3 hours respectively, resulting in shorter 
wait times for passengers. This testing facility 
is available at five locations in KLIA Main 
Terminal and three at klia2. 

These 8 locations will start operating in 
stages with the first one starting at Gate G1, 
KLIA Main Terminal. All locations feature 
comfortable lounges for passengers to relax 
while waiting for their test results.

vaccine as it gears up for the service 
resumption.

To date, 99% of all ERL staff, including 
100% of its frontline and operations 
staff, have been fully vaccinated with the 
remaining few unvaccinated due to health 
and medical reasons. This is also in line 
with the government’s effort to vaccinate all 
workers in essential services such as public 
transportation, and in reaching the goal of 
herd immunity. With full vaccination and 
stringent daily cleaning of its trains and 
stations, the public can be assured of a safe 
and comfortable experience when taking the 
train services.

For the full train schedule and updates on the 
precautionary measures being taken by ERL, 
please visit www.KLIAekspres.com.

ERL To Resume Train Services from September 13, 2021

“Enabling this new facility is part of 
our continuous efforts to host joyful 
connections whilst upholding all safety 
measures aimed at curbing the spread of 
Covid-19.

“With the recently implemented 
Langkawi domestic travel bubble by the 
government, we look forward to the lifting 
of international travel restrictions in the 
near future. The private Covid screening 
facility will certainly facilitate safe travel 
practices for the higher passenger volume 
when travel resumes”. 

AirAsia Announces Key Initiatives to 
Support Langkawi Travel Bubble

and this is just one of the many things we 
look forward to collaborating with LADA in 
the long-term”.

“By the end of September, for the first time 
in Malaysia, customers can now order 
Langkawi duty-free products online and 
have them delivered straight to their hotel 
within the same day, via Teleport’s 6-hour 
express service. To create convenience for 
our customers, they can select their preferred 
delivery time or engage concierge services by 
our partner hotels to receive on their behalf. 
We will offer free delivery for all purchases, 
as well as special discounts to airasia guests 
at our partner hotels during our launch 
campaign.”  

Nasaruddin Abdul Muttalib, Chief Executive 
Officer, Langkawi Development Authority 
said: “We believe AirAsia’s initiative to 
mount new routes will help boost Langkawi’s 
potential as a premier island destination 
among domestic tourists. We hope their 
arrivals will help us to achieve our economic 
goals, other than to also ensure Langkawi 
remains as the top-of-mind holiday retreat for 
worldwide tourists.”

For more information, please visit 
www.airasia.com

T he Langkawi travel bubble 
which has been well-received by 
Malaysians since its announcement 

in early September will be a catalyst 
towards the revival of tourism and the 
AirAsia Group intends to play a strong 
role in further solidifying the return of 
travel. 

AirAsia Malaysia has resumed its flights 
to and from Langkawi with 90 weekly 
flights departing from Kuala Lumpur  
(63x weekly), Penang (14x weekly), Johor 
Bahru (7x weekly), Ipoh (3x weekly) and 
Kota Bharu (3x weekly).  

Riad Asmat, CEO AirAsia Malaysia said: 
“Since the government’s announcement 
of the Langkawi travel bubble’s SOP 
recently, we have seen very strong uptake 
for seats to Langkawi, especially with the 
RM12 low fares and RM99 SNAP deals 
by AirAsia. This clearly indicates a strong 
pent up demand for travel and AirAsia 
is committed towards working with the 
government, Tourism Malaysia, LADA 
and all tourism industry players to make 
this a success with more than 90 weekly 
flights to Langkawi.”

Our self-check-in system on the airasia Super 
App is our latest innovation that integrates 
data from certified healthcare providers to 
seamlessly verify a guest’s travel eligibility 
based on their test certificate and/or 
vaccination certificate. Our comprehensive 
travel procedures ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of our guests and employees as a 
result of our ongoing and continuous close 
cooperation and engagements with health 
and aviation authorities at the local, regional 
and international levels. This is certainly a 
step forward in our digital-led transformation 
journey and we cannot wait to welcome 
everyone safely on board again.

RIAD ASMAT
CEO of AirAsia Malaysia

Amanda Woo, CEO of airasia Super App 
said: “We are pleased to join hands with 
Langkawi Development Authority (LADA) 
to reinvigorate the economic and tourism 
recovery in Langkawi starting with the 
introduction of a new duty-free shopping 
experience for travellers with islandwide 
delivery. The digitalisation of duty-free 
shopping in Langkawi through our airasia 
super app will power Langkawi up as Asean’s 
first online duty-free shopping destination, 
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Fly Arna is Armenia’s New 
National Airline

Lakson Group and Air Arabia Starts
Pakistan’s New Airline

The Armenian National Interests 
Fund (ANIF) and Air Arabia Group 
announced on September 1, that  

the new national airline to be launched by 
their joint venture company will be named 
‘Fly Arna.’ 

Following a comprehensive review, the name 
of the airline was chosen as ‘Fly Arna’ – with 
the word ‘Arna’ being derived from the name 
“Armenian National Airlines” by combining 
the first two letters of the words “ARmenian” 
with the first letter of “National” and the first 
letter of “Airlines”. 

More than 800 participants suggested the 
500 names via email and on ANIF’s social 
media pages. The name was chosen to be 
most inclusive and reflecting the spirit of 
the joint venture company to transform the 
aviation sector of the country.

L akson Group, one of Pakistan’s 
leading business conglomerates and 
Air Arabia Group, the Middle East 

and North Africa’s first and largest low-
cost carrier (LCC) operator, announced 
their decision on September 5,  to form a 
joint venture (JV) to launch “Fly Jinnah”, 
Pakistan’s new airline. The proposed JV 
will see the establishment of a low-cost 
passenger airline serving domestic and 
international routes from Pakistan.

“I thank everyone for their active 
participation in the contest. It is both 
inspiring and a sign of a shared vision of 
a successful endeavour we all aspire for 
the project,” said David Papazian, CEO 
of ANIF. “Despite the current challenges 
of the pandemic, we are confident of the 
new opportunity that exists for “Fly Arna” 
to deliver a winning proposition that will 
benefit the nation and our people.”

Adel Al Ali, Group Chief Executive Officer 
of Air Arabia, said: “The new name 
represents the aspirations of the people 
of Armenia and is the result of a national 

Iqbal Ali Lakhani, Chairman of Lakson 
Group, said: “We are excited to partner 
with Air Arabia in launching Pakistan’s 
new low-cost carrier. “Fly Jinnah” will serve 
Pakistan’s travel and tourism sector and will 
play a constructive role in contributing to the 
nation’s economic growth.” He added: “This 
partnership also reflects our commitment to 
support the development of Pakistan’s air 
transport sector while providing the citizens 
and visitors of the country with a new option 
of value-for-money air travel. Air Arabia 
enjoys a track-record of reliable and efficient 
operations, and we look forward to working 
closely towards launching and developing the 
new airline.” 

Sheikh Abdullah Bin Mohammed Al Thani, 
Chairman of Air Arabia, said: “We are 
delighted at Air Arabia Group to partner 

competition, underlining how the joint 
venture company prioritises the interests 
of the community. “Fly Arna” will mark the 
beginning of a new era for Armenia’s aviation 
sector, and also create significant value to the 
economy by boosting the tourism, hospitality 
and business sectors.”

“Fly Arna” will operate as a low-cost 
passenger airline with Yerevan’s Zvartnots 
International Airport (EVN) as its base. The 
company will apply for the Air Operator 
Certificate and more details about the launch 
date, fleet, and destination network will be 
announced in due course.

with Lakson Group on this joint venture to 
launch Pakistan’s new low-cost carrier. We 
are confident that “Fly Jinnah” will add 
value to the air transport sector of Pakistan 
and directly contribute to the local economy 
through job creation and the development 
of the travel and tourism sector. We thank 
Lakson Group and the Government of 
Pakistan for their trust and we look forward 
to work hand-in-hand to develop the new 
airline, which will serve as a new value-for-
money air travel option for the country.”  

“Fly Jinnah” will initially be based in Karachi 
serving a range of domestic routes across 
Pakistan and then will expand its route 
network internationally. The new carrier 
will follow the low-cost business model and 
provide its customer base with a reliable 
operation and value-driven product.  

K orean Air has successfully operated 
10,000 cargo-only passenger flights as 
of August 1. The airline launched its first 

cargo-only passenger flight on the Incheon-
Ho Chi Minh route in March 2020 and has 
operated these flights on 65 routes to North 
America, Europe, Southeast Asia, China and 
Japan, transporting 400,000 tons worldwide. 
Approximately 40 tons are transported per round 
trip (20 tons one-way).

Through close cooperation with the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure 
and Transport and aircraft manufacturers, Korean Air has increased 
its cargo capacity by utilising overhead bin space by using “cargo 
seat bags,” a safety device that can load cargo on passenger seats, 
and removing seats to enable cargo floor loading.

Korean Air is also actively responding to emergency pandemic 
related demands, and the cargo-only flights are mainly transporting 
pandemic relief goods such as Covid-19 diagnostic kits, protective 
clothing and masks. More than 100 cargo-only aircraft were 
deployed to India, where Covid-19 cases were soaring, to transport 
pandemic relief supplies, and a charter flight was operated to deliver 
Covid-19 diagnostic kits to Baltimore-Washington International 
Airport, U.S, in April 2020. Korean Air is currently transporting 
pandemic related supplies to Indonesia, Singapore, Germany and 
Canada.

In the process of transporting pandemic relief products, Korean Air 

recorded its longest-distance flight - cargo flight KE8047, which flew 
13,405 km for a duration of 14 hours and 42 minutes from Incheon 
Airport to Miami Airport (U.S.) on June 12, 2021. To meet urgent 
demand, the airline continues to increase its capacity even if it means 
flying on new routes.

Cargo-only flights have also been contributing to resolving recent 
logistics challenges faced by many companies struggling due to 
shipping supply shortages. Korean Air has increased its cargo 
capacity to support urgent export and import logistics by maximising 
its flight operations through using available passenger aircraft. 
While the airline’s cargo volume transported using passenger aircraft 
sharply dropped to 16,000 tons per month right after the Covid-19 
outbreak, in 2021, this number has recovered to more than 40,000 
tons per month, close to pre-pandemic levels.

Korean Air is also actively supporting logistics for small- and 
medium-sized consignors. Last year, the airline operated charter 
flights for small- and medium-sized companies exporting goods 
to Indonesia and Japan in cooperation with the Ministry of Trade, 
Industry and Energy and Korea International Trade Association. 
The carrier has also secured space for small- and medium-sized 
companies on regular cargo flights bound for Los Angeles, U.S this 
year.

“We expect cargo-only passenger flights to play a more vital role in 
the second half of the year, when the volume of import and export 
cargo typically increases,” said a Korean Air representative. “As 
a Korean flag carrier, Korean Air will continue its efforts to create 
a stable logistics environment for imports and exports by actively 
securing cargo capacity.”

For more information, please visit www.koreanair.com 

Korean Air Operates 
10,000 Cargo-only Passenger Flights
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Jetstar Asia Takes Off to Phuket Again

J etstar Asia recommenced services to the 
popular leisure destination Phuket on 
September 3 from Singapore’s Changi 

Airport, welcoming on board a mix of local 
and international travellers. Announced in 
July, Jetstar Asia will commence operations 
twice a week every Friday and Sunday to 
Phuket as part of the Thai Government’s 
‘sandbox scheme’, where travellers fully 
vaccinated against Covid-19 are able to  
visit Phuket without the need to quarantine. 

It was great to resume services to the 
stunning Thai island, with the launch 
representing an important milestone in  
the rebuilding of Jetstar Asia’s network.

As we see border restrictions start to ease,  
it is fantastic to be able to take advantage  
of important initiatives like the Phuket 
sandbox scheme and to play a pivotal  
role in rebuilding the tourism industry  
across the region.

 

CLIVE ASHMORE BUTLER
Head of Commercial

Jetstar Asia

“We know low fares travel will drive the 
aviation industry’s recovery and as a 
leading low-cost carrier we are committed 
to seeking opportunities that allow us to 
provide our customers with more options 
to reconnect with families and friends or 
simply to take a much-needed holiday.

“It’s also great to see increasing numbers 
of transit passengers connecting between 
our partner airlines’ services out of Europe 
and the Middle East, and Jetstar Asia’s 
network to key destinations in Southeast 
Asia.

“To provide our customers additional 
peace of mind when travelling with us, 
we introduced Jetstar’s Fly Flexible and 
Fly Well programs, as well as confirming 
all Jetstar Asia team members will be fully 
vaccinated by October 1.”

Patsalin Swetarat, Director of Tourism 
Authority of Thailand Singapore Office 
also believes in helping boost the 
confidence of the traveling public.

“We are pleased to share that up to 70 
percent of the tourism workforce has been 
fully vaccinated and Phuket hotels, restaurants 
and tourism services, who are ‘SHA Plus’, 
have been certified as Covid-safe as well,” 
Swetarat said.

“As we welcome Jetstar Asia and their 
passengers back to Phuket, the launch 
is timely as we introduce the ‘Phuket 
Sandbox 7+7 Extension’ program where 
fully vaccinated travellers can reduce the 
mandatory stay in Phuket to only 7 days 
instead of 14. The remaining 7 nights can 
be spent in Ko Phi Phi, Ko Ngai or Railay in 
Krabi, Khao Lak or Ko Yao in Phang-Nga, or 
Ko Samui, Ko Pha-ngan or Ko Tao in Surat 
Thani.”

The Jetstar Group was recently named Asia 
Pacific’s best low-cost airline in 2021 by 
AirlineRatings.com. Jetstar Asia currently  
flies to ten key destinations in Southeast Asia.

For more information, please visit 
www.jetstar.com 

Johannesburg. Levels of travel demand 
– and therefore, capacity levels – will 
hinge largely on government decisions on 
alternative requirements to mandatory hotel 
isolation for fully vaccinated travellers.

Assuming current projections hold, and 
the 80 percent vaccine threshold is met 
in December, Qantas and Jetstar plan to 
trigger a gradual restart as outlined. In 
total, 10 of Qantas’ A380s with upgraded 
interiors are expected to return to service by 
early 2024, with timing dependent on how 
quickly the market recovers. Two A380s will 
be retired.

The prospect of flying overseas might feel 
a long way off, especially with New South 
Wales and Victoria in lockdown, but the 
current pace of the vaccine rollout means 
we should have a lot more freedom in a few 
months’ time.

ALAN JOYCE
Group CEO of Qantas

The Qantas Group provided more 
detail on preparations for restarting 
its international flights, with plans 

linked to the vaccine rollout in Australia 
and key overseas markets on August 26. 
For the current projections, Australia is 
expected to reach National Cabinet’s 
‘Phase C’ vaccination threshold of 80 
per cent in December 2021, which 
would trigger the gradual reopening of 
international borders.

Similarly, key markets like the UK, North 
America and parts of Asia have high 
and increasing levels of vaccination. This 
makes them highly likely to be classed as 
low risk countries for vaccinated travellers 
to visit and return from, under reduced 
quarantine requirements, pending 
decisions by the Australian Government 
and entry policies of other countries.

Flights to destinations that still have 
low vaccine rates and high levels of 
Covid infection will now be pushed 
out from December 2021 until April 
2022 – including Bali, Jakarta, Manila, 
Bangkok, Phuket, Ho Chi Minh City and 

“It’s obviously up to the government exactly 
how and when our international borders 
reopen, but with Australia on track to 
meet the 80 per cent trigger agreed by 
the National Cabinet by the end of the 
year, we need to plan ahead for what is a 
complex restart process.”

Qantas has recently extended its Fly 
Flexible policy, offering customers who 
book international flights before February 
28, 2022 with unlimited ‘fee free’ date 
changes when travelling before December 
31, 2022. 

Qantas has also extended credit 
vouchers for bookings made on or before 
September 30, 2021 to enable travel until 
December 31, 2023. Jetstar customers 
issued with a voucher due to Covid-19 
disruptions are able to use their voucher 
to book flights until at least December 31, 
2022, for flights up to the end of 2023.

For more information, please visit 
www.qantas.com 

Qantas Group Outlines Strategy 
for Restarting International Flights
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Having been with STB for over  
30 years, what are some highlights 
of your career?
The past 30 years of service feels like 
yesterday for me perhaps because I have 
always loved my job and my passion for 
tourism has not wavered at all. Promoting 
tourism is not as easy as many may think 
but it definitely is exciting and at most times 
challenging, especially during the current 
global conditions. 

My most memorable highlights were the 
opportunities to interact and meet dignitaries 
from the world over. I had the privilege to 
organise events for two of our Kings, other 
royalties and important guests. When I was 
the communication manager from 1991-
2005, I had the opportunity to handle film 
crews and production houses from BBC, 
National Geographic and Discovery that 
brought personalities such as Sir David 

Having moved from the rank and file 
within STB, Noredah Othman, 53,  
has chalked up almost 31 years 
with this 45-year-old organisation, 
amassing experiences in varied 
fields such as leisure travel, public 
affairs, event management, marketing 
communications and support services 
like information technology. Her 
managerial responsibilities involved 
marketing Sabah, the land below the 
wind, to the United Kingdom (UK), 
Europe, Australia, New Zealand and 
the United States. Her recognition 
in promoting Sabah’s nature-based 
tourism saw her recently appointed  
as Pacific Asia Travel Association 
(PATA) executive board member.

Aviation Interview with Noredah Othman
Chief Executive Officer of Sabah Tourism Board (STB)

Attenborough. In 2015, I was the lucky 
recipient of a PATA scholarship for the 
Executive Development for Tourism 
programme held in the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa. 

What are the strategies to speed 
up the recovery of Sabah tourism 
sector which has been impacted 
by the raging Covid-19 pandemic?
We are looking at speeding up the full 
vaccination status for all our tourism 
industry players besides offering safe 
and clean accreditation for our tourism 
products. We also need to provide a level 
of confidence and comfort to both the 
travellers coming to Sabah and our local 
players. 

Destination awareness and constant 
reminders to travellers about Sabah as  
their choice of holiday destination are 

one of our priorities, especially during this 
period where our travels have been limited. 
We do so through multiple digital platforms 
and campaigns working with our global 
stakeholders and partners in key markets.

What are some challenges faced 
by STB and how do you hope to 
resolve them?
One of the main challenges is the moderate 
vaccination rate in Sabah, which is 
hindering us from opening the state to 
visitors and tourists alike. However, we are 
confident the state government’s target of 
60% herd immunisation will be achieved 
by October as Sabah has reached 
55% vaccination rate of its targeted 
adult population in the second week of 
September. Meanwhile, we have started 
immunisation for children between 12 and 
17 years old.

Our next challenge involves rebuilding 
visitors’ confidence. In this respect, we are 
looking into providing accreditation for 
our tourism products and will be working 
with the National Institute of Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH) for safe and 
clean certification.  The readiness of our 
tourism players may also post a challenge 
after the long period of inactivity created by 
the pandemic. Through the Sabah Tourism 
Recovery Committee, we have conducted 
frequent meetings to engage with the 
stakeholders and tourism players to not 
only update them but also to gather their 
feedback and suggestions which will aid in 
the industry’s road to recovery. 

The new criteria for the Malaysia 
My Second Home (MM2H) 
programme have been reported to 
be damaging in terms of investment 
and tourism. Your Borneo sister 
state has set up its own Sarawak-
MM2H requirements. Will Sabah be 
following in her footsteps?
The Sabah state government is studying the 
impact of the new changes in the criteria 
of the MM2H programme announced by 
the Federal Ministry.  Sabah values the 
programme and we believe its continuity 
will contribute to the growth of our tourism 
industry and socio-economic development.   

Where were the majority of the 
MM2H applicants to Sabah from?  
According to data from the Immigration for 
2009 until 2019, the top five countries for 
MM2H were from China, South Korea, the 
UK, Japan and Australia.

STB led eight Sabah tourism 
industry players to participate in 
the virtual PATA Travel Mart (PTM) 
held in September. How successful 
was this event in promoting the 
state and locking in forward 
contract sales?
The objectives of participating in PTM were to 
reinforce Sabah’s presence in Asia Pacific’s 
tourism scene, show that we are optimistic 
of the future of travel and assure our tourism 
players and partners we are always ready 

for business. We managed to secure 27 
scheduled appointments with interested 
buyers and believe these appointments will 
eventually translate into prospects when 
travel restrictions are lifted. The chances of 
being seen by over 75,000 Chinese and 
international trade professionals through 
this event have proven to be a successful 
strategic branding exercise and product 
placement feat.

You mentioned trying to establish 
“isolation travel” in a recent 
PTM panel discussion during the 
on-going pandemic. Can you 
elaborate on this?
Isolation travel is a term akin to travel bubble 
or sandbox travel. Instead of going to a 
populated area or popular tourist attraction, 
isolation travel brings you to a premium 
tourism destination in Sabah. The main idea 
is that you will be isolated while travelling. 
You can be in a premium rainforest 
surrounded by nothing but nature or being 
surrounded by only sand and sea. 

Imagine spending several nights in a luxury 
jungle resort in a primary rainforest with 
a private butler in Danum Valley or on an 
island holiday with your own private beach. 
All this is done by observing privacy and 
strict standard operating procedures right 
from your arrival to your departure where 
contact with other people is limited. More 
details are being fine-tuned to meet the 
requirements of the current situation in order 
to make the whole arrangements workable, 
especially in ensuring a seamless point-to-
point journey. 

Kota Kinabalu (KK) has been 
included as part of the Hybrid City 
Alliance alongside Kuala Lumpur, 
Penang and Kuching by MyCEB. 
What will this mean for Sabah  
and how will it open up the 
state’s business event (BE) 
opportunities?

Sabah will be able to enjoy the benefits of 
connecting with global network partners 
and foster collaboration through knowledge 
sharing, innovation and tools to produce 
hybrid and multi-city events. We believe this 
alliance will increase the meeting, incentive, 
convention and exhibition (MICE) buyers’ 
confidence in KK’s ability to host such events, 
thus providing a new path for destination 
management companies and MICE suppliers 
in Sabah among the BE industry. 

STB’s successful participation 
in Jin Air’s Flight to Nowhere 
in promoting Sabah to the 
passengers onboard is expected 
to be replicated by other Korean 
airlines. Has it happened and 
what is the state promoting to the 
Koreans? 
Following the successful collaboration with 
Jin Air, we proceeded to work with Jeju 
Air and Air Busan on similar concepts to 
continuously refresh and keep Sabah’s 
presence in the market, reminding the 
Koreans that it is one of their favourite 
holiday destinations. Such collaborations 
also encourage the airlines to keep Sabah in 
their priority list once international borders 
reopen.

With the reopening soon of more 
domestic tourist destinations in 
Malaysia, where do you wish to 
take your family for a holiday this 
year-end?
My three children have been home and not 
attending their boarding schools for almost 
20 months due to the lockdown. When 
travel reopens, I would like to bring them to 
Sabah’s rural areas to see more of our local 
tourism products.
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PULAU GAYA, SABAH

Situated 10 minutes away from Kota 
Kinabalu, Pulau Gaya is an enclave 
surrounded by the majestic Borneo 
rainforest. Located within the Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Marine Park, it features 
a diverse array of colourful aquatic life 
– a snorkeller or divers paradise. On the 
other hand, for those who feel the call of 
verdant greenery, a 20km light trekking 
trail awaits, where one is surrounded by 
greenery.

PANTAI KERACHUT, PENANG

Have you ever pictured lying on the beach, 
stargazing and sleeping under the starry 
skies? You can make your dream come 
true at Pantai Kerachut in Penang. Forget 
about the overcrowded Batu Ferringhi and 
Tanjung Bungah and head to this beach 
instead. Merely 3 km away from Penang 
National Park, its location is ideal for 
BBQ nights and camping. It is the abode 
of the Penang Turtle Sanctuary and a rare 
meromictic lake. 
 

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

DESTINATION: 
UNDERRATED 

ISLAND GETAWAYS

It is a well-known fact that 
Malaysia overflows with 

comprehensive beauty, translated 
through its people, food, flora 

and fauna. That said, what 
many are uninformed about 

Malaysia (locals included) is its 
pristine, sun-dappled and highly 

underrated islands that could 
challenge the Maldives and the 

likes. In anticipation of the country 
returning to normalcy, we round 

up underrated breezy islands 
where you can bask in the sun, 
sand and sea, in Phase 3 of the 

Economic Recovery Plan.

PULAU SAPI, SABAH

Another addition to the Tunku Abdul Rahman 
Marine Park is Pulau Sapi in Sabah. The alluring 
scene here is right out of a postcard and makes 
for a heavenly site to get away and witness 
the underwater ecosystem. Activities for the 
water babies include snorkelling, diving and 
paragliding for the adventurous. Make most 
of your time at this island by camping and 
witnessing a surreal sunrise the morning after. 

PULAU TENGAH, JOHOR

Pulau Tengah Is a private island in Johor, gazetted as a marine 
park. Naturally, it is home to plentiful rare underwater flora 
and fauna. Its name, Tengah (translated as ‘middle’ in Bahasa 
Malaysia) is attributed to its location, nestled between two 
other islands, Pulau Besar and Pulau Hujong. Besides the usual 
snorkeling and scuba-diving activities, turtle-watching is highly 
recommended here. You can also spend some time volunteering at 
the island’s turtle conservation project called Turtle Watch Camp. 
It is the perfect place to bear witness to the breeding ground of 
leatherback turtles.  

PULAU LANKAYAN, SABAH

Lankayan is a tiny jewel-shaped island 
located on the northeastern coast of 
Sabah and joins the Sugud Islands 
Marine Conservation Area (SIMCA). 
Surrounded by azure water and coral 
reefs, it makes for one of Sabah’s top 
diving spots. There are two Lankayan 
wrecks and over 20 dive sites that you 
can go explore. Besides the diving crowd, 
this island attracts families with its dotted 
24 beachfront wooden chalets, complete 
with outdoor chaise lounges for some 
sweet, family-bonding time. PULAU KAPAS, TERENGGANU

Defined as cotton, its moniker, ‘Kapas’ aptly describes the 
characteristics of this paradise. It features white cottony beaches 
that your feet sink into and a scene of rustic, laidback charm. 
The island offers a tropical jungle as well as clear, glassy 
seawater, white sand beaches and coral reefs. It is promoted 
as a diving and snorkelling paradise besides activities such as 
turtle-spotting, and kayaking. 
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CLASH DE CARTIER

Clash de Cartier cultivates contrasts. The collection’s latest pieces intensify the clash of two 
opposing attitudes by amplifying the effect of the Maison’s great codes — precious beads 
and ultra-contemporary rose gold studs form a generously proportioned ring, earring, 
bracelet and necklace. The extravagant Clash de Cartier stud effortlessly attracts attention. 
Clash de Cartier combines rose gold with onyx and white gold with Tahitian pearls. Two 
dark shades, two aesthetics, two bold choices. Tahitian pearls take centre stage on limited-
edition rings, earrings and bracelets. Double XL volumes in linear rows of grey, green and 
plum shades, achieve total harmony with the white gold frames and lateral onyx studs.

RECLAIM YOUR YOUTH

With the advancement of technology and research, Laneige, a 
renowned South Korean skincare brand, has introduced the Perfect 
Renew Youth Retinol Eye Cream For Face as the latest addition to 
its anti-ageing range, Perfect Renew. With 27 years of research 
behind it, Laneige has perfected the formulation that does more 
than just prevent wrinkles, but also to reduce wrinkles and enhance 
skin’s firmness. This beginner-safe formula is suitable for the whole 
face with a safe Retinol purity of 95% that stimulates collagen 
production and reduces wrinkles and pores.

LONGINES X REGÉ-JEAN PAGE

Swiss watchmaker Longines has announced that actor Regé-Jean 
Page has joined the brand as its newest Ambassador of Elegance 
and it is impossible to imagine a more fitting appointment. Page 
has an elegance that transcends borders and generations, and 
an effortless sense of style. His Emmy-nominated performance 
as the Duke of Hastings in Netflix’s hugely successful Regency-
period drama Bridgerton captivated audiences all over the world. 
His portrayal turned him into one of the world’s most admired 
performers, garnering global praise for his role, with individual 
award nominations from the Emmy Awards and Screen Actors 
Guild Awards, among others, and a win for Outstanding Actor at 
the NAACP Image Awards.

BIRD’S EYE VIEW

Peter Philips, Creative and Image director of Dior Makeup, 
explores new colour combinations and effects for this new 
fall collection. His imagination was filled with images of 
spectacular birds and their plumage with iridescent tones. The 
new limited-edition 5 Couleurs Couture palettes reinterpret the 
shifting sheen of plumage and the colours of autumn with a 
new duo chrome finish and a creamy powder texture.

FASHION 
& BEAUTY 
NEWS 
All the must-knows 
and must-haves of 
the month

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

MEETINGS OF EXCELLENCE

The partnership between Versace and Venini dates back to 1997, 
when fashion icon Gianni Versace conceived a limited series of 
glass creations. Over the years, those iconic works, created in 
the 90s, have become true cult objects, particularly sought after 
by design enthusiasts from all over the world. Today, in 2021, in 
celebration of the centenary of Venini, key designs from the brand’s 
heritage have been reinterpreted and updated. The partnership 
between these two companies promotes the excellence of Italian 
craftsmanship and has given life to three prestigious creations: 
VVV, Smoking and Gessato. Editions of 149 pieces each were 
skilfully made following three different processing techniques. Each 
piece is numbered and characterised by the application of the 
iconic gold-leaf Medusa, Versace’s instantly recognisable symbol 
that is enchanting, seductive and captivating.
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“Perfume is like a new dress, it makes you quite 
simply marvellous.” — Estee Lauder

SCINTILLATING SCENTS

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

1. CALVIN KLEIN DEFY EDT
100ml

The new fragrance by Calvin Klein 
named Defy, embraces a new 

journey of defiance, while exploring 
authentic truths and the contrasts 

within. At the face of the campaign 
is award-winning actor Richard 

Madden who explores vulnerability, 
self-reflection and defying moments 

that culminate into a courageous leap 
of faith, a symbolic metaphor for 

personal defiance and daring to take 
risks. Experience a daring contrast of 

invigorating freshness and powerful 
woods; the opening notes see an 

addictive blend of citrus highlighted 
by crisp bergamot and fresh lavender 

absolute. The heartbeat of the 
fragrance and star ingredient, vetiver 
oil, is responsibly sourced from Haiti 

and provides a vibrant earthiness 
and irresistible rugged texture that 

compliments the fragrance’s amber 
notes.

RM411

2. BURBERRY HERO
150ml

Introducing Burberry Hero, Riccardo 
Tisci’s first scent for Burberry. 

Enigmatic and adventurous, Burberry 
Hero is an enthralling marriage 
of strength and subtlety, power 

and compassion, athleticism and 
creativity. Fresh, luminous and 

bold, the scent is brightened with 
sparkling bergamot and invigorated 

with juniper and black pepper. 
Juniper, a classic British ingredient 

of the perfumer’s palette, brings 
a vibrant freshness to the scent, 

and is deepened by a trio of warm 
cedarwood oils from three distinct 

mountain ranges: the Appalachians, 
the Atlas Mountains and the 

Himalayas.
RM535

3. BOSS ALIVE EAU DE PARFUM
80ml
The new BOSS Alive Eau de Parfum 
is designed to celebrate the new 
spirit of femininity, offering a unique 
perspective on the experiences 
that make you feel most alive. 
A fruity, woody composition 
by renowned perfumer Annick 
Ménardo, BOSS Alive Eau de Parfum 
makes a joyful fragrance and the 
perfect female accompaniment to 
the iconic BOSS Bottled male scent. 
It awakens the senses through 
notes of energetic apple, sharp 
blackcurrant, sun-kissed 
plum and warm cinnamon. At its 
floral heart, Indian jasmine sambac 
envelops the olfactory as it contrasts 
with thyme and the addition of natural 
Madagascan Vanilla becomes a 
marker of the perfume, a symbol of 
the joie de vivre that the Alive woman 
possesses, just like Emma Roberts.
RM449

4. CHRISTIAN DIOR EDEN ROC
125ml
Simply named Eden-Roc, the new 
Maison Christian Dior fragrance is a 
vibrant ode to the most emblematic 
of luxury hotels along the French 
Riviera: the Hôtel du Cap-Eden-
Roc. Eden-Roc is a woody floral 
fragrance, a simultaneously vegetal 
and mineral composition, a fresh and 
luminous evocation of the pleasures 
of the French Riviera. Its sunny trail 
of white flowers, its marine notes and 
aromatic accords bring to mind the 
radiant beauty of this landmark cape 
on the Mediterranean.
RM995

LEGACY MACHINE PERPETUAL

Launched in 2015, the LM Perpetual has been crafted in red gold, platinum, 
white gold, titanium and yellow gold. Six years later, in 2021, a new limited 
edition of 25 pieces joins the series, crafted in palladium 950 – combined with 
an aquamarine sunray dial varying between shades of pale blue, green and 
grey. The new Palladium edition also inherits the ergonomic corrector pushers 
first seen on the LM Perpetual EVO editions. The LM Perpetual features a fully 
integrated 581-component calibre − no module, no base movement − with a 
revolutionary new system for calculating the number of days in each month. 
And it holistically reinterprets the aesthetics of the perpetual calendar by placing 
the full complication on dial-free display underneath a spectacular suspended 
balance.

ALL THINGS ROSY

Let the world view you through rose-tinted glasses with Anastasia Beverly Hill’s 
brand-new Primrose Palette and Satin Lipsticks. If you’re looking for a perfect 
date night look, nothing screams romance like a soft and subtle look paired with 
a strong, bold lip. These two new stunners will help you kick it up a notch for 
your glamorous date nights, ensuring you wow your date before and after your 
mask comes off. The luxurious rose-inspired Primrose Palette features 10 all-new 
deliciously butter shadows and pigments and two new blush tones that are easy 
to blend with buildable coverage. The five brand-new satin lipsticks with red-
hued shades are highly pigmented with a new smooth, soft formula. Featuring 
a new emollient formula that is soft and smooth for comfortable wearability, you 
can now complete your effortless glam look with these babies for sure. These 
velvety smooth red shades also complement a wide variety of skin tones and the 
classic bullet tip provide excellent control for defining the lip line.

THE GOLDEN STANDARD OF SKINCARE

Retinol has earned a reputation for being a powerful 
skincare ingredient, earning itself adoring fans 
who can’t get enough of its anti-aging prowess. 
On the other spectrum, retinol has been a daunting 
ingredient for many, due to its perception of being a 
harsh ingredient. However, with the right application 
and knowledge, it is easy to integrate it into your 
skincare routine without any irritation. Enter leading 
dermatologist skincare brand Dr. Dennis Gross, who 
is proud to unveil its reinvented Advanced Retinol + 
Ferulic range, customised to meet you at any age 
stage — wherever that may be. Whether you’re in 
your ‘20s or in your ‘50s, Advanced Retinol + Ferulic 
has something that would benefit your skin. These 
safe and effective formulations are calibrated to be 
layered together to help you achieve your skin goals 
for life (looking brighter and fresher) and take the fear 
out of ageing. 

BEAUTY PRODUCT
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Add a playful hit of colour to your 
closet with these head-turning hues

GO FOR BOLD
The Ultimate Men’s Sweats

COSY UP,
BUTTERCUP

GIVENCHY
Urban Street Leather 

Sneakers
RM 2,109

CELINE HOMME
CT-02 Leather Sneakers

RM4,350

GIVENCHY
Oversized Printed 

Cotton-Jersey T-Shirt
RM2,403

SAINT LAURENT
Gold-tone bracelet

RM2,749

GIVENCHY
Wool-blend guipure lace mini 

dress
RM9,569

GIVENCHY
Slim-Fit Logo-

Embroidered Cotton-
Jersey Sweatpants

RM4,191

CELINE HOMME
Studded Denim Gilet

RM7,365

CELINE HOMME
Dylan Jeans
RM3,248

GIVENCHY
G Silver-Tone Chain 

Necklace
RM6,140

CELINE HOMME
Loose Printed Cotton-

Fleece Hoodie
RM3,757

SAINT LAURENT
Lou quilted leather shoulder 

bag
RM5,933

BOTTEGA VENETA
Leather Sandals

RM3,284

GUCCI
Capri leather-

trimmed 
embroidered 
macramé tote
RM10,065

GIANVITO ROSSI
Ribbon Beachclub leather 

espadrille sandals
RM3,382

ZIMMERMANN
Mae cutout tie-detailed printed 

linen maxi dress
RM3,396  KL LIFESTYLE l 65 
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Gulfstream‘s innovative G700 aircraft just set two international city-
pair records. Dubbed as the world’s largest business jet, the aircraft 
took off from Savannah, Georgia on Friday en route to Doha, Qatar 
— a distance of 6,711 nautical miles and made record time in 
just 13 hours and 16 minutes at an average speed of Mach 0.88. 
Thereafter, the test plane, dubbed N706GD, flew from Doha to 
Paris’ Le Bourget airport — 2,953 nm away,  in a swift ride that 
took merely six hours and 15 minutes at an average speed of Mach 
0.90, before heading home. To comply with the OEM’s sustainability 
commitment, the G700 used a combination of low-emission aviation 
fuel (SAF) and Gulfstream-purchased carbon offsets for both legs. 
Under the right conditions, Gulfstream’s G700 can fly from locations 
such as Dallas to Hong Kong or London to Chile non-stop, which is 
an incredible feat in modern aviation.

Transatlantic Record

Electric G-Class

The new Mercedes-Benz EQG bears the 
G-Class signature boxy design with the 
addition of futuristic glowing accents and 
22-inch polished aluminium rims. A closer 
look reveals a black panel grille illuminated 
by rounded LED blocks in a 3D effect and 
white illuminated bands that wrap around 
the exterior mirror housing and sides. 

Significant aesthetic changes are seen from 
the top view, revealing a gloss black roof 
cover with an unmistakable “G” placed in the 
centre, as well as an LED strip searchlight at 
the front of the roof and a red light strip on 
the rear of the roof rack. In terms of build, the 
EQG comes equipped with four individually 
controlled motors, an independent suspension 

on the front axle, a shiftable 2-speed gearbox 
delivering a dynamic off-road driving 
experience and batteries integrated into 
the robust ladder frame body to ensure a 
low centre of gravity. As all-electric vehicles 
deliver full power at the first revolution, the 
EQG provides considerable torque and 
controllability on steep terrain.

Family Adventure

Amansara, which was once a residence for guests of the Cambodia King, 
is a masterpiece of new Khmer architecture. The resort employs a modern 
and minimalistic style and basks in the tranquil atmosphere in the heart of 
Siem Reap. Guests can embark on an adventure with their family to create 
lasting memories at Amansara where a range of activities are combined for 
an unforgettable experience until March 31, 2022. These activities include a 
countryside jeep adventure with ox cart, archery and picnic lunch, as well as 
a private tour of Angkor Wat and Ta Prohm with an English-speaking guide, 
breakfast at a Khmer village house, with rice noodle-making and an organic 
garden visit. In addition, guests can also partake in a jungle temple cycling 
excursion and a private tour of Bayon Temple, also with an English-speaking 
guide.

Set within a 10-million-year-old rainforest on the edge of the 
Andaman Sea, The Ritz-Carlton, Langkawi ushers travellers into 
a pocket of the world where luxury and nature intersect. The 
exclusive villas at The Ritz-Carlton, Langkawi, invite the outdoors 
in. Measuring 465 square metres, the second largest villa in the 
resort, Villa Kenari, provides complete privacy and privilege in 
size and space. The villa boasts two bedrooms – each with a 
jungle and a spectacular sea view for the best of both worlds. It 
also features the resort’s largest 25-metre long private pool and 
an expansive sundeck that overlooks the entire bay. Located at 
the distant tip of a rocky tail between two coves is the spacious 
650-square-metre Villa Mutiara where complete privacy and 
enchanting 330 degrees’ ocean view await. An epitome of 
luxury, the spectacular villa offers access to a private beach 
with a dreamy cabana that beautifully combines the overwater, 
beach and jungle experience — everything that makes The Ritz-
Carlton Langkawi so unique. With three lavish bedrooms, a 
spacious dining area and two pools, it is the perfect hideaway 
for families and couples who appreciate the extraordinary.

Exclusive Home Away From Home
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DESIGN MEETS INNOVATION
World’s Most Beautifully-Designed Cars

Be they classic, innovative, iconic or futuristic, these featured cars have surpassed the necessities 
of transportation to become symbols of power and elegance since Karl Benz birthed his first ever 

‘vehicle powered by a gas engine’ in 1886. Since then, the automotive industry has remained as one 
of the most animated and lucrative sectors, which has led to some of the most beautiful, brilliant 

and lavish creations.

MERCEDES-MAYBACH EXELERO

Mercedes-Maybach redefines what luxury means in our 
time — the utmost grace and maximum comfort, attention 
to detail and the aura of grandeur. The Maybach Exelero 
combines the elegance and first-class quality of a high-
end limousine with the silky-smooth power of a sports 
coupé. The Exelero boasts a top speed of 218 mph and 
can accelerate from 0 to 62 mph in just 4.4 seconds. The 
car was commissioned by a tyre company that wanted to 
test its new line of tyre family. Needless to say, the tyre of 
the Exelero are of magnificent quality. Each tyre features 
a code, specifying its dimensions and limitations. And to 
prevent the wheels from locking up during braking, the car 
is equipped with ABS. The interior of the car is embellished 
with dark and red leather, neoprene and glossy black 
carbon fibre. The Mercedes-Maybach Exelero was 
featured in singer Jay-Z’s music video and the only model 
owned by the rapper Birdman.

LIMITED EDITION BUGATTI VEYRON BY MASORY VIVERE

Upgraded four times since its release in 2005, the Mansory Vivere edition of the Bugatti Veyron is a strictly limited edition masterpiece with an 
iconic ‘V’ shape that gives this supersport its name — Vivere. This car is worthy of delivering not only a truly fast driving experience, but also the 
impression of refined luxury. Mansory knows just how to combine luxury and engineering with the demands of an exclusive limited edition vehicle 
in a harmonious way. Traditional craftsmanship, hand-picked materials and a confident design come together and create a car interior in a class 
of its own. This German car has an awesome lacquered carbon-fibre body along with a new spoiler package providing new diffusers, a smarter 
cabin and front grill, larger side scoops, a shortened hood, and the likes. The contact with the road is ensured by striking alloy wheels with a five 
double-spoke design, harmonising perfectly with the production tyres, both visually and technically. The 8.0 litre Bugatti Veyron by Masory Vivere 
W16 engine can produce 1,200 horsepower and 1,106 pound-feet of torque.

BUGATTI CENTODIECI

The Centodieci continues Bugatti’s successful 110-year course of 
exceptional design and performance, while reviving the memory 
of the brand’s recent history. With the Centodieci – Italian for 
110 – Bugatti created a reinterpretation of the epochal EB110, 
which, when presented in 1991, was considered the fastest and 
most extraordinary supercar of its time. Inspired by the historical 
model, the Centodieci pushes all boundaries of imagination with 
its breathtaking performance and pioneering design. Featuring a 
modern interpretation of the classic wedge shape and with the iconic 
W16 engine, the Centodieci transports the EB110 gracefully into a 
new millennium. The ten limited-edition vehicles are distinguished by 
their perfect elegance and sculptural beauty, making the Centodieci 
a true, tangible work of art.

SWEPTAIL BY ROLLS ROYCE

The automotive equivalent of haute couture, Sweptail is the result of inspiration from a special patron’s admiration of his favourite cars of the 
early 20th century, as well as many classic and modern yachts. Svelte tapering, an elegantly falling waist-rail, the flowing roofline and a 
distinctive swept tail are all desires that Rolls-Royce honed and crafted into a motor car that, without question, fits to the marque’s DNA. Inside 
a modern-day icon, an uninterrupted glass roof floods the interior with natural light – an interior ruled by a philosophy that equates elegance 
with simplicity. Switchgear is minimal, making way for the richest of materials to rise to the forefront of attention. Polished Macassar Ebony and 
open-pore Paldao create visual and tactile contrasts with the light Moccasin and Dark Spice leathers of the seats, armrests and fascia surround.

LYKAN HYPERSPORT

The first hypercar created by W Motors, the Lykan HyperSport, 
catapulted the company to international stardom when it took 
centre stage in Universal Studios’ Furious 7. The “Lycan” is the 
most advanced species of Wolves in mythical legends. Written 
with a “k”, W Motors Lykan is an exceptional hypercar with an 
elegant yet agile look, able to transform at any given time into a 
beast, the most advanced of them all. With a hand-crafted carbon 
fibre body, the Lykan Hypersport has a timeless look and angular 
styling. Its patented reverse dihedral door system accentuates its 
lines, and the dynamic spoiler completes the exclusive design. 
With only seven units in existence, the Lykan HyperSport is one 
of the most exclusive cars on the planet. If that is not enough, the 
Lykan features the world’s first holographic mid-air display with 
interactive motion control and it has 440 diamonds lined in the 
LED headlights.
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In the heart of Les Trois Vallées, Aman Le Mélézin offers an 
exceptional ski experience with all the classic traditions of the 
finest French châteaux. Framed by snow-dusted pines and ragged 
mountain peaks, this luxurious hotel puts a contemporary spin on 
a classic ski lodge. Rising four storeys into the pine-scented air 
above the village of Courchevel 1850, the hotel enjoys an enviable 
setting directly on the Bellecôte Piste. A large outdoor terrace with 
a private Norwegian Hot Tub makes the Suite Ski Piste with hot tub 
one of Aman Le Mélézin’s most impressive rooms.The space offers 
a private living room, bedroom with king-sized bed, large dressing 
room and bathroom with twin vanities and a bathtub. Accessed 
through terrace doors that fill the room with natural light, the south-
facing outside space is ideal for nights spent admiring the view or 
simply retreating after a day of exploration.

www.aman.com/resorts/aman-le-melezin 

Set along the peaceful Hozu River, an authentic Japanese-style 
experience awaits at Suiran, a Luxury Collection Hotel, Kyoto. A 
harmonious blend of a relaxing haven and the modern conveniences 
of a vibrant city, this luxury hotel is perfectly poised to offer access to 
some of Japan’s most important national treasures. With an intimate 
collection of 39 rooms, including six specialty rooms, Suiran Hotel is 
inspired by traditional Japanese touches and culture, offering a truly 
enriching and indigenous experience. For a locally-inspired meal, the 
restaurant and comfortable café offer a variety of gourmet options. 

www.marriott.com/hotels/hotel-information/ukylc-suiran-a-luxury-
collection-hotel-kyoto/ 
 

Suiran Hotel, Kyoto
Kyoto, Japan 

BEAUTIFUL HOTEL DESTINATIONS
Somewhere along the way, hotels have become rightful destinations on their own. Here 
are some that are currently on top of our wander list.

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Nay Palad 
Hideaway

Siargao Island, Philippines

Fondly known as the “City of Lakes”, Udaipur, the erstwhile capital of the Kingdom of Mewar, 
is resplendent with vast hilltop forts, palaces, temples and gardens that serve as reminders of 
its majestic history. Falling in love with the charm of the “City of Lakes” is easy when you are 
staying at the best hotel in Udaipur — The Oberoi Udaivilas. Located on the banks of Lake 
Pichola, the 5-star hotel is spread over 30 acres of luxuriant gardens, with an intricate layout 
of interconnecting domes and corridors that reflect the layout of Udaipur itself; whose seven 
lakes are linked by canals. Superior accommodations, fine restaurants serving signature cuisine 
and a quiet emphasis on wellbeing with its daily yoga and personally curated spa therapies. 
These are brought alive by the sincere attention to your every need that is distinctively Oberoi.

www.oberoihotels.com/hotels-in-udaipur-udaivilas-resort/ 

The Oberoi 
Udaivilas
Udaipur, India

Scattered with Unesco-protected ruins, the beach-fringed Peloponnese has been at the heart of Greek culture for millennia. Amanzoe rests on its east 
coast, a modern-day Acropolis from which 360-degree views encompass the olive groves and Aegean blue. Pavilions and villas with 
private pools open onto fragrant gardens, and speedboats await at the beach to zip between nearby islands. Drawing on classic 
Greek architecture, Amanzoe’s standalone pavilions all open onto terraces with private plunge pools and views of the surrounding land and 
sea. Each pavilion is accessed via a stone-walled courtyard, leading to a high-ceilinged interior. The resort’s beach cabana offers all of this 
in a prime position on the beach, just steps away from the water, while Amanzoe’s villas feature open terraces with marble floors, dry stone-
clad walls and concrete columns and cornices with a chef and a host on hand to serve each guest. 

www.aman.com/resorts/amanzoe

The birthplace of Barefoot Luxury, Nay Palad Hideaway (formerly known as Dedon Island Resort), 
nestles between ancient mangrove forests and the soft white sands of Siargao, in the Philippines. 
In easy reach of the tropical jungle, underground caves, untouched beaches, deep-sea fishing 
and the legendary Cloud 9 barreling wave, Nay Palad Hideaway lets you create your own 
rhythm, turning each day into a different story. It’s an experience of hospitality, freedom and 
beauty that can never truly be described—only shared. This romantic resort showcases its origins 
as a maker of iconic outdoor furniture, from the hanging day-beds to the sculptural carved 
headboards, handcrafted from local materials. All the villas are soothing and airy, with indoor-
outdoor showers and a front glass wall to let in the light. Opt for one of the Deluxe Villas for 
unbeatable ocean views.
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HAUTE HOMEWAR
Luxury, At Home

# LOUIS VUITTON

Dreamed up by the Raw Edges designer duo Marcel Wanders and Gabriele Chiave for Louis Vuitton’s Objets Nomades collection, the 
Lounge Chair was created to be a portable oasis of relaxation. What looks like a travel bag is actually a nested set of three leather-
lined carbon fibre modules plus a cylindrical cushion. Held together by leather belts, they form an ultra-comfortable lounger. The three 
individual modules fit into each other like a puzzle, yet when laid out create a generous and ultra comfortable lounger.

#GUCCI DECOR

Gucci’s new homeware collection, available on its official website and in boutiques worldwide, is an eccentric ode to entertaining as 
the world joyfully re-embraces the dinner party. Their plateware, from dessert dishes to chargers, is crafted by Ginori 1735 (the storied 
Florentine ceramicist the brand bought in 2013) and adorned in a series of signature motifs, like their surrealist “Star Eye”. New sets 
of forks and spoons come chiselled with lion heads, a process so intricate that the utensils go through 20 manufacturing stages. Other 
serving oddities, from soup tureens to teapots, come bathed in the house’s famous Herbarium print. Their cushions — a cult collector’s 
item since Gucci decor launched it in 2017, are back and to the maximalist. One has a floral print with pink tassels, another features 
a lounging tiger patch plastered onto tartan. # ARMANI/CASA

The Armani/Casa aesthetic 
philosophy focuses on simple 
lines and perfect proportions, 
enriched by precious 
materials, refined finishes, and 

elegant textiles. The distinctive style incorporates a harmonious 
combination of different inspirations and design codes to form 
a sophisticated atmosphere. Each limited and individually 
numbered piece signed by Mr. Armani offers a display object that 
is both fully functional and pleasing to the eye, featuring excellent 
craftsmanship, high-quality materials and a meticulous attention 
to detail. For example, the limited edition of the Club cocktail 
cabinet, released in a series of only 50 numbered and signed 
pieces are completely handmade. The design of the Club takes 
inspiration from vintage travel furniture featuring X-shaped legs. 
Presented with legs in Canaletto walnut, it features a structure in 
technical pearl gold fabric and details (like handles and frames) 
in metal. The doors are made in the exclusive ocean lacquer, 
completely hand painted and inspired by The Great Wave off 
Kanagawa (1830-1831) by the Japanese artist K. Hokusai.

# ELIE SAAB MAISON

One of the world’s leading names in haute couture and a red 
carpet favourite has found a home for Elie Saab Maison in 
the international design capital that is Milan. Today, Elie Saab 
has evolved into a lifestyle brand, through the development of 
diversified product categories that deliver a unique experience 
of the brand’s universe. Elie Saab Maison, through a long-term 
licence contract with Corporate Brand Maison S.A, creates 
timeless signature furniture collections and interior design projects 
that embody Elie Saab’s DNA and touch every aspect of “living”.
The Lebanese brand first introduced its home collection in 2019. 
The Elie Saab Maison Rug Collection takes one on a whimsical 
voyage through the iconic shapes and distinctive signature lines of 
the brand combined with extraordinary elements that characterise 
the Middle Eastern landscapes, creating captivating designs with 
a timeless appeal. Nature and art in all of the forms are a source 
of inspiration shaping living spaces to relax and unwind in style.

# VERSACE VERNINI

The partnership between 
Versace and Vernini dates 
back to 1997, when 
fashion icon Gianni Versace 
conceived a limited series of 
glass creations. Over the years, those iconic works, created 
in the 90s, have become true cult objects, particularly sought 
after by design enthusiasts from all over the world. Today, in 
2021, in celebration of the centenary of Venini, key designs 
from the brand’s heritage have been reinterpreted and 
updated. Each Versace creation is characterised by a strong 
design aesthetic capable of expressing strength, seduction 
and glamour. The partnership between these two companies 
promotes the excellence of Italian craftsmanship and has 
given life to three prestigious creations: VVV, Smoking and 
Gessato. Editions of 149 pieces each were skilfully made 
following three different processing techniques. Each piece 
is numbered and characterised by the application of the 
iconic gold-leaf Medusa, Versace’s instantly recognisable 
symbol that is enchanting, seductive and captivating. 
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EXTRAORDINARY LIVING
Posh Penthouses

THE PEAK, HONG KONG
$102 MILLION

You would think that the world’s priciest 
real estate is in Manhattan, London, Paris 
or Moscow, but surprisingly, it’s in Hong 
Kong, in a neighbourhood called The 
Peak. Short for Victoria Peak, this is a 
neighbourhood that has been synonymous 
with wealth, luxury, and exclusivity since 
the colonial era. Named House No.1, the 
luxurious home features a large private 
swimming pool, jacuzzi, garden and 
rooftop terrace, offering breathtaking views 
of Victoria Bay. There’s even an elevator 
to help the owners get around. At 4,661 
square feet, the apartment is by no means 
huge. But considering its hefty price tag, it 
is the world’s most expensive dwelling per 
square foot.

CITYSPIRE PENTHOUSE, NEW YORK
$100 MILLION

Joining the eye-catching CitySpire building 
on New York City’s West 56th Street, 
this 8,000-square-foot octagon-shaped 
penthouse boasts six bedrooms and nine 
bathrooms. Reminiscent of a Roman villa, 
the embellishments and decorations were 
done by acclaimed interior designer Juan 
Pablo Molyneux. This veritable palace 
in the sky spans three floors, including a 
separate guest apartment on the floor 
below. Amenities include a media room, a 
20-person dining room, a formal gallery, a 
conference room, storage for 1,000 bottles 
of wine, an interior elevator exclusive to the 
three floors, and the city’s highest terraces. 

PENTHOUSE D, ONE HYDE PARK, LONDON
$237 MILLION

The property, one of four at One Hyde Park, in the affluent Knightsbridge 
area, in the heart of London is one of the world’s most expensive apartment 
complexes. While the 16,000 sq ft ‘core and shell’ property comes with 
some pretty impressive perks including 24-hour residential concierge, a 
21-metre stainless steel ozone swimming pool and very high levels of 
security, the penthouse didn’t come with any furnishings, flooring, or even 
internal walls — the cost of which could be in the tens of millions. The 
owners can decide on their preferred layout for their needs or lifestyle — 
how many bedrooms, kitchens, or whatever they please. The property runs 
the length of the building, from the park side to the city side. On one end 
are views of Hyde Park and at the other are views of Knightsbridge and 
Harrods and so on.

RITZ-CARLTON PENTHOUSE, NEW YORK
$118 MILLION

Sitting atop the Ritz-Carlton in New York, 
this penthouse comprises three separate 
apartments, which taken together might 
be the Big Apple’s most expensive home. 
The unit has a total area of 15,434 square 
feet, with an additional 2,193 square feet 
of terrace. It is fully furnished and tastefully 
decorated, and boasts amazing views from 
the 400 feet of floor-to-ceiling windows to 
bring in sweeping views of New York’s most 
iconic landmarks, from the Statue of Liberty 
and One World Trade to the Empire State 
and Chrysler buildings. Building amenities 
include a 24-hour doorman, bellman, an 
on-site garage with valet parking, a fitness 
centre and a bike room, among others.

ODEON TOWER PENTHOUSE, MONACO
$440 MILLION

With a whopping $440 million price tag, 
the uber exclusive Odeon Tower Penthouse 
in Monaco is probably one of the most 
expensive luxury homes in the world. Sitting 
atop the second tallest building on Europe’s 
Mediterranean coastline, the 35,500 sq. ft. 
five-storey penthouse takes luxury living to 
dazzling new heights. Rising majestically above 
the azure waters of the Mediterranean, this 
resplendent penthouse embraces unprecedented 
360-degree views over the sea with a stunning 
outdoor rooftop circular infinity pool linked to a 
balcony by a waterslide, making it the epitome 
of a luxurious lifestyle beyond imagination.

The beautiful houses across the world serve as an example and inspiration for extraordinary architecture 
— they are works of art in their own right—and invite viewers and visitors to marvel at their intricacies. 
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CLASSIC COMEBACKS

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Designer Bags You Need In Your Arsenal

GUCCI JACKIE 1961
This iconic Gucci handbag was first created in the 1950’s and made popular by 
its namesake, Jackie Kennedy. It has seen a revival on multiple occasions since the 
height of the 70’s and it has become an important focus for the brand in 2021. 
Creative Director Alessandro Michele doled out different renditions of the classic 
in different sizes and various finishes, varying from monogram canvas to python 
print to buttery-soft pastel leathers. Today, the Gucci Jackie 1961 cling from the 
shoulders of agenda-setting celebrities.

With the restrictions lifted and the hope of normality in our sights, many of us are taking the 
opportunity to update our wardrobes to reflect our new routines, away from the world of 

loungewear. If you're thinking of splurging on a new designer handbag, it is worth considering 
a style that will stand the test of time, rather than just a one-season wonder that will 

eventually end up gathering dust at the back of your wardrobe.

LOEWE FLAMENCO
Launched in the 1970’s, the 
Flamenco Clutch cinches 
closed using drawstring pulls 
finished in signature coiled 
knots. Beautifully crafted with 
enough design detail, Loewe 
Flamenco is both tactile and 
functional. The Flamenco 
Clutch, a soft-as-a-pillow from 
nappa calfskin, drawstring-
fastened, extra-roomy clutch 
in nature-inspired tones that 
we’d all be thrilled to cuddle 
up to. Whimsical pastel 
shades abound for spring 
2021.

CELINE TABOU
The new ‘it’ bag from the Celine’s Spring/Summer 2021 Collection, the Tabou 
is a very chic flap-fronted bag that features a little gold padlock detail to bring 
a tougher edge to a prim satchel style. Directly inspired by the brand’s archives 
and reimagined for the autumn 2021 collection, this vintage-feel saddle is now 
available and comes in an array of go-with-everything hues like white, navy and 
tan. This bag looks simple, but simplicity is the reason why this bag fits perfectly 
with any outfit in your wardrobe. Be it chic or street wear, it will match.

PRADA CLEO
The Prada Cleo bag with sophisticated 
allure reinterprets an iconic design of the 
brand from the 1990’s. Sleek curved lines 
emphasised by the particular construction 
rounded on the bottom and sides give 
this hobo bag a soft, light look. Brushed 
leather, a modern and versatile material 
that is distinctive in Prada collections, 
is ideal for creating new combinations 
and contrasts. The enamel triangle logo 
decorates the silhouette.

DIOR CARO
Dior’s Caro bag embodies all the hallmarks of a modern classic. A tribute to Christian 
Dior’s sister, Catherine – known affectionately as Caro – the Dior Caro bag is clad in 
the iconic Cannage motif. An original expression of Dior codes, this object of desire 
is made in the House’s workshops in Italy, with virtuoso craftsmanship combining 
the beauty of the gesture with exceptional materials. The design is crafted in black 
calfskin and is distinguished by its original quilted-effect Macrocannage stitching. The 
bag features a flap adorned with a ruthenium ‘CD’ twist clasp, inspired by the seal 
of a Christian Dior perfume bottle. The detachable chain shoulder strap with ‘CD’ 
signature links allows the large bag to be carried by hand or worn over the shoulder 
and may be replaced by one of the House’s wide embroidered straps for day or 
evening attire.

CHLOÉ WOODY TOTE
Chloé Woody Tote is all about being laidback and chic in the most traditionally 
French way. So it makes sense that this casual Chloé-stamped canvas tote is 
enjoying such adoration. The Woody Tote comes in various sizes and colours, as 
well as in a raffia basket-style carryall and a bucket style. It’s the ultimate summer 
piece. This handbag is made from a woven fabrication adapted to leather goods 
requirements. A water-repellent treatment was applied to the fabric, but rain 
exposure should be avoided.
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LIGHT FOR YOUR SKIN

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

All You Need to Know About LED Light Therapy 

Sweared by the Kardashians and Kate Moss, 
LED light therapy is getting all the buzz for 
its promise (and results) in fighting against 

acne and the signs of ageing. What was once 
confined to the four walls of beauty and aesthetic 
centres have now made its way to the mainstream 
market, with several industry heavyweights offering 
LED face masks that one can use at home with 
performative results. 

# WHAT IS LED LIGHT THERAPY?
An abbreviation of light-emitting diode, LED 
works by emitting infrared lights (causing heat) in 
different wavelengths or spectrums, which results in 
varied skincare benefits. The amber light stimulates 
collagen and elastin while red light is commonly 
used to promote blood circulation. White light 
penetrates the deepest and works to tighten and 
reduce inflammation while blue light kills bacteria.

# WHAT DOES IT DO FOR YOUR SKIN?
Numerous research have proven that LED face 
masks have the ability to effectively target and 
treat a multitude of skin concerns. It is particularly 
successful in boosting collagen production and 
management of mild to moderate acne. One 
study has even discovered that green light therapy 
shows promise when it comes to fading melasma 
and hyperpigmentation — conditions that are 
famously tricky to tackle. According to renowned 
dermatologist Dr. Dennis Gross, the benefits of 
LED light therapy are plentiful and include treating 
acne, regulating natural oil production, stimulating 
collagen and elastin, and minimising redness and 
wrinkles. Certain wavelengths have even been 
shown to reduce dark spots and uneven skin tone.

# AT HOME VS IN SITU LED LIGHT THERAPY
With at-home LED devices becoming more and 
more accessible, treating the aforementioned skin 
problems can be done on your own. While at-
home LED devices are easier and always available 
(you don't need to book any appointments), the 
intensity of the treatment isn’t the same as going to 
a facialist. These devices are usually a fraction of 

the in-office cost and can be beneficial in adding 
incremental benefits to your existing treatment. 
For first-time users, insitu treatments are always 
recommended as those take the complication out of 
using a device. You don’t have to do much except 
lie there. The treatment is pretty much painless, and 
the colours can be quite relaxing. Eye protection is 
also placed to protect your eyes and the treatment 
will last for about 15 to 20 minutes. You might 
experience some warmth at first but don’t worry, it 
doesn’t cause any burns or skin damage.

# WHAT LED COLOUR SUITS YOUR SKIN’S NEEDS?

Red
The majority of at-home LED masks offer a red 
light setting. At the lighter end of the spectrum, red 
light works to soothe inflammation and redness, 
while deeper shades penetrate the skin further to 
prompt cellular repair and circulation, resulting in 
a plumper, more vibrant complexion.
Blue

This antibacterial light is used to kill the bacteria 
that causes breakouts, making it ideal for treating 
acne-prone skin. Blue light also helps purify the 
skin and regulate the oil glands. It's commonly 
combined with red light in at-home devices, and 
can often be found in targeted pens, which are 
ideal for bringing down breakouts.

Amber
Less common in at-home devices, this colour works 
to revitalise the skin, reducing any swelling and 
increasing radiance.

Infrared
Invisible to the naked eye, this light penetrates 
deeper than any other colour in the spectrum. It 
combats the signs of ageing by replenishing the 
dermal and epidermal cells, stimulates the natural 
production of collagen and elastin, and speeds up 
the recovery process. You'll find near-infrared light 
in the most advanced at-home LED masks.
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DAILY DETOX 

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

If you’ve heard or own a gua sha or 
jade roller, you’re probably familiar 
with the term lymphatic drainage. 

This technique dates back to the 1930’s, 
when it was developed by Emil Vodder, 
a physical therapist from Denmark. 
Essentially, lymphatic drainage consists 
of massaging the skin manually to 
encourage lymphatic circulation and 
help remove waste and toxins from the 
body.

# WHAT IS LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE?
As the name suggests, lymphatic 
drainage is the process of draining and 
circulating fluid from your lymph nodes 
using massage techniques. The massages 
encourage your lymphatic system to 
deliver fresh nutrients to your cells and 
will really wake up your skin. Typically 
done in the mornings, the result is clear, 
depuffed and glowing skin. The benefits 
of lymphatic drainage are not limited to 
your face and neck as lymph nodes are 
located throughout the body, with large 
clusters in the underarm and groin areas. 
To achieve a head-to-toe glow, indulge 
in a full-body massage. 

# LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE TECHNIQUES
Now that you have a better understanding 
of how the lymphatic system works, read 
on to learn the techniques in draining 
it, so you can maximise its detoxifying 
effect and improve your skin's health.

1. Circular movements toward lymph 
nodes
In order to drain the lymphatic fluid, 
massage your face with the tip of your 
fingers or pads and while doing this, 
always work upward and from the 
middle of the face towards the lymph 
nodes around the neck and ears. The key 
to a good lymphatic drainage massage 
is using gentle movements. It's important 
to apply very light pressure to stimulate 
tissues, as the lymph vessels are just 
below the skin. Repeat each step six 
times for best results.

Facial Lymphatic Drainage

2. Massage without oil or cream
To optimise drainage, this should be a dry 
massage, which means doing it without 
applying oils or creams to the skin. So, 
if you want to incorporate lymphatic 
drainage into your skincare routine, start 
by cleansing your face, then perform your 
massage before applying any further 
skincare products.

3. The golden rule of lymphatic drainage — 
use upward and outward motions
If there's one rule you must remember, 
always work upward and outward when 
massaging. Start with the neck, then move 
up to the jawline and chin, gradually work 
up to the mouth, nose, eyes and glabella 
(the space between the eyebrows), and 
finish by massaging the forehead.

 

# THE BENEFITS OF LYMPHATIC MASSAGE

• Reveals skin’s radiance
Lymphatic drainage helps diminish the 
toxin buildup below the skin surface. When 
practised regularly, it promotes blood 
flow, smooths the features and improves 
the complexion. Lymphatic massage is 
particularly recommended for anyone 
prone to dull skin. 

P/S: Upon completing the lymphatic 
drainage massage, continue to massage 
your face as you apply your skincare 
products. Do this by using a gua sha 
massage tool, made from rose quartz. It's 
perfect for boosting circulation, stimulating 
skin cell renewal and giving your 
complexion a newfound glow.

• Reduces signs of fatigue
Boasting a soothing and firming effect, 
lymphatic drainage massage helps restore 
energy and vitality to your skin while also 
reducing the appearance of dark circles 
and puffiness below the eyes. So, if you’re 
looking puffy or swollen after a restless 
night, lymphatic drainage will immediately 
help by decongesting tissues.

• Prevents skin ageing
By stimulating little-used, sagging muscles, 
lymphatic drainage can give a fuller 
appearance to facial features. Facial 
massages also help to boost the skin's 
natural collagen production, improving 
density and elasticity.

• Desensitises the skin
In addition, lymphatic drainage can also 
reduce both rosacea and skin reactivity. 
Lymphatic massage is often recommended 
for very sensitive skin that can't tolerate 
deep massage movements, as well as skin 
that suffers from dermatitis.

• Purifies the skin
The act of massaging improves the 
circulation of lymph in the subcutaneous 
tissue. Draining the waste and toxins 
beneath the skin regularly makes it 
easier for the body to eliminate them. 
Those who suffer from acne breakouts 
are recommended a lymphatic drainage 
massage. If you have blemish-prone skin, 
massage it for five minutes every day 
before applying your skincare products.
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SUSTAINABLE WEIGHT LOSS
Why You Need To Be On a Calorie Deficit to Slim Down

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

While bodies at any size should be celebrated, many 
of us would like to lose a kilogramme or two to 
look good — and there’s nothing wrong with that 

either. The generic principle of weight loss is eating fewer 
calories than your body burns each day. When you eat fewer 
calories than you burn, you create a calorie deficit, also called 
an energy deficit. This is because calories are a unit of heat 
or energy. Many nutritional and fitness experts believe this is 
the best way to a sustainable fat loss. It seems simple enough 
but what’s not so easy is actually doing it. How do you know 
if you’re eating fewer calories than your body burns? Exactly 
what size of a “calorie deficit” should you aim for? Read on to 
learn all about calorie deficit.

# WHAT IS A CALORIE DEFICIT? 
Many people consume more calories than they need to maintain 
their weight each day. When you consistently eat more calories 
than your body needs, the extra calories are stored as fat. So 
how do you get rid of extra fat and lose weight? You create a 
calorie deficit. This energy deficit happens when you eat less 
during the day. If your body doesn’t get the calories it needs 
to perform all of its necessary functions, you create a calorie 
deficit. When you create a calorie deficit, your body turns to 
stored fat (extra weight accumulated throughout the body) for 
energy and fuel. 

# CALORIE DEFICIT TO LOSE WEIGHT
While it seems simple to create a calorie deficit and lose 
weight, many people who are trying to lose weight struggle 
with the process. It’s not as easy as it seems. You need to create 
a specific energy deficit for weight loss to happen. Researchers 
estimate that you need a calorie deficit of 3,500 calories per 
week to lose 0.5 kg of fat. That seems like a lot of calories, 
doesn’t it? While the total number seems high, the weekly 
energy deficit can be broken down into daily deficits to make 
weight loss more manageable. If you create a calorie deficit 
of 500 calories per day, you’ll reach a total deficit of 3,500 
calories per week. It isn’t necessary to drop 500 calories a day 
from your diet because any deficit will lead to weight loss. It’s a 
matter of time, depending on how great the deficit is. 

# HOW DO YOU CALCULATE A CALORIE DEFICIT FOR WEIGHT 
LOSS?
There are a lot of different ways to figure out your calorie deficit, 
and some are more accurate than others. There are different 
ways of calculating calorie needs, such as  the Harris-Benedict 
Equation, Mifflin-St Jeor Equation or Katch-McArdle Formula. 
There are many formulas out there to help you calculate 
your calorie needs, but a study found that the Mifflin-St. Jeor 
equation is very accurate. That equation calculates your basal 
metabolic rate (BMR), which is the minimum number of calories 
your body burns at rest.

If you don’t like doing the maths, you can turn to many online 
calculators that will do the work for you. It takes in your current 
weight and fitness level, along with your weight loss goals, 
and helps map out how many calories you need to take in to 
lose the weight over the period of time you specify.

# ACHIEVING A CALORIE DEFICIT
There are a few different ways you can go about creating a 
calorie deficit and ideally, factor in a combo of all the following 
changes:

• Do more strength training
Exercise in general can help burn more calories, but strength 
training helps to boost your body’s energy needs, increasing 
the calories you burn at rest. Muscles require calories or energy 
24/7, so if you have more lean muscle mass, you burn more 
calories to maintain your weight. As a result, you won’t have 
to cut back on as much food to create a deficit.

• Reduce your carb intake
The body converts most carbohydrates in your body to sugar 
and those calories are always absorbed or stored in your body 
for later use. Cutting back on your carbs means your body will 
store less away for the future.

• Add more protein, fibre and healthy fat to your diet
Incorporate high-fibre foods such as fruits and veggies, so 
you are satiated longer even though your entree size may be 
smaller and helps you eat less. Adding more fibre, protein and 
healthy fat to your meals has the same effect.

• Stop eating after dinner
The best way to get a deficit is to stop yourself from eating 
after dinner. Most people would have met their calorie needs 
by then, so snacking after dinner or before bed just adds extra 
calories.

• Keep a food journal
You’ve probably heard it before, but it actually works. Most of 
us are blissfully unaware of what we eat, so writing down what 
you eat on a regular basis can be eye-opening and help you 
plan where you can cut back.

For women, the Mifflin-St. Jeor equation is: 
BMR = (10 x weight in kg) + (6.25 x height in cm) – (5 
x age in years) – 161.

So, the BMR equation for, a 25-year-old woman who is 163 
cm and weighs 68 kg would be the following:

BMR= (10 x 68) + (6.25 x163) - (5 x 25) -161 = 1,413 
calories
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IN A MINUTE
Ways to Improve Your Health in 

Less Than a Minute
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

# FLOSS SMARTER
With practice, you can floss in under a minute. The sides of the teeth are 
where food and bacteria collect and cause problems. If regular flossing 
is hard, try a water flosser that sends high-pressure H2O between teeth. 
While not as efficient as floss, it’s much better than not using anything.

# SWISH MOUTHWASH FOR 30 SECONDS
Sloshing mouthwash for at least 30 seconds allows enough time for all 
your teeth to be exposed to the antibacterial properties of the rinse. While 
you can do it any time, doing it before bed is advised. When you sleep, 
your mouth is drier, which allows bacteria to do most of the damage so, 
mouthwash can help blunt the effects.

# DRINK H2O WHEN YOU WAKE UP
Before you reach for your coffee, drink a large glass of water when you 
wake up in the morning. It hydrates your body after sleeping all night and 
wakes up your brain, kidneys and gut faster than coffee does. You’ll find 
yourself sharper and alert more quickly, this way. 

# LEVEL UP YOUR BREAKFAST
Add three tablespoons of hemp seeds to your yogurt, smoothie or oats 
to shoehorn in 10 extra grams of plant-based protein. Eating protein in 
the morning helps keep blood sugar and energy levels stable all morning, 
which means your hunger and mood are more stable too.o.

# BODYWEIGHT SQUATS
No time for a full workout? Do one minute 
of body-weight squat instead. Squats 
strengthen your legs; improve hip, ankle 
and spine mobility; and increase blood flow 
throughout your body. They also target your 
core. Make sure your heels are flat on the 
floor, your back is straight, and your hips 
are open, so your knees are in line with your 
toes. If you’re a beginner, work up to 25 
squats in a minute. For more support as you 
stand up, place a chair in front of you with 
your hands on the back.

There are many things 
we’re supposed to do to 
keep ourselves at peak 

health like cooking healthy 
meals, having a good 
night’s rest and doing 

aerobic as well as strength 
exercises. These, frankly, 
can be time- consuming, 

but worry not as there are 
plenty of super-quick things 
that will boost your health. 

We have rounded up tips 
and tricks to level up your 

health at home and they 
only take a minute or less 

and yield big results.

# RINSE THE BEANS
That liquid your canned beans and veggies 
are swimming in is mostly salt and starch. A 
strain followed by a quick 10-second rinse 
will remove about 40% of the sodium. Then 
you can add ½ cup to pretty much anything 
you’re eating for lunch or dinner every day. 
Fold into sauces and salads, add to veggie 
side dishes and mix with ground meat and 
more. Eating beans or legumes every day 
is the single common dietary factor among 
people who live the longest, most disease-
free lives.

# TAKE A BREAK MID-MEAL
When you sit down to eat, take a moment 
to physically divide your food in half before 
you begin eating. Consider the divide a 
speed bump. When you hit the bump, it 
reminds you to pause and slow down to 
reassess your hunger and fullness level, and 
stop before you’re too full. It’s very helpful to 
avoid overeating.

# A CUP OF TEA
There are many varieties of green tea in the 
market and just one minute of brewing is all 
that’s needed for a beverage that packs a 
big health punch. In fact, drinking green tea 
at least three times a week has been linked 
with an approximately 25% lower risk of heart 
disease and stroke.

# PREP VEGGIES AS SNACKS
Carve out some time each morning or the 
previous night to cut up at least one fruit and/
or vegetable to snack on during the day. It’s 
such an easy way to increase your intake of 
fibre, vitamins, minerals and anti-inflammatory 
phytochemicals, which do things like improves 
digestion, supports healthy skin, helps keep 
blood sugar stable and makes your body more 
resilient against everyday damage.
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# THE BANJARAN HOTSPRINGS RETREAT

This is by far one of our favourite forest resorts. This hidden 
gem nestled in the Sunway City of Ipoh offers garden and 
water villas, enveloped by paleozoic limestone hills, a 
restaurant in a well-preserved cave, exquisite greens, and 
geothermal hot springs that flows to the Jacuzzi in your 
villa. This resort is perfect for a Valentine excursion and 
rejuvenation. Dust the cobwebs of the city by pampering 
each other to a slew of spa treatments and holistic 
programmes

No. 1, Persiaran Lagun Sunway 3, Sunway City Ipoh, 
31150 Ipoh, Perak Darul Ridzuan, Malaysia.

# THE SHOREA

Set within the thick Berembun Forest Reserve is a boutique 
eco-resort for you to discover. This beautiful establishment 
comprises 8 villas, accommodating up to 40 adults. Its 
open-concept allows natural light, air and breeze in. 
If that isn’t appealing enough, the Shorea offers two 
main infinity pools that spread across the Shorea Estate 
and Shorea Resort wings and a breathtaking view you 
wouldn’t want to leave. The greenery paired with the 
blue sky is simply picture-perfect. 

Village Kolam Air, Mukim Pantai, Jalan Jelebu, 71770 
Seremban, Negeri Sembilan.

#MULU MARIOTT RESORT AND SPA

Mulu Marriott Resort and Spa (previously 
known as the Royal Mulu Resort) is 
just a five-minute walk from Gunung 
Mulu National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in Sarawak Borneo. It’s 

the only five-star luxury resort in the 
entire Mulu region. The resort offers 
everything from a banquet hall, 
Balinese spa and cooking classes 
to cultural demonstrations. Activities 
include rainforest hikes and the awe-
inspiring Mulu caves tours. This resort 

and its walkways are also built on 
wooden stilts.

Sungai Melinau PO Box 1145, Mulu, 
Gunung Mulu National Park 98008 
Sarawak.

BACK TO NATURE

In this day and age where everyone is busy juggling work, family and other commitments, 
it is quite a feat to break away and unwind physically and mentally. In this issue, with 

the hope that normalcy is just around the corner, in this issue, we guide you through an 
excursion into wilderness. What better way to reconnect than to be cut off from the world 
for a day or two, surrounded by giant, ancient towering trees, fascinating fauna and most 

importantly, the tranquillity. Lucky for you, our beautiful country is brimming with beautiful 
nooks and crannies for you to escape to. Following are our top 5 picks.

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

# MALIHOM PRIVATE ESTATE

Perched 1000 metres above sea level, this resort stands 
sturdily amid a mountainous highland rainforest. Bask in the 
crisp and cooling temperatures ranging from 18-25 degrees 
celsius all year round and cosy up to your other half. This 
utopia offers a unique experience, such as the 18-hole 
Hornbill Golf Course and therapeutic Jungle Spa. With these 
fantastic facilities and amenities, cloud nine is merely at 
arm’s length.

Village Kolam Air, Mukim Pantai, Jalan Jelebu, 71770 
Seremban, Negeri Sembilan.

Rainforest Retreats

# BORNEO HIGHLANDS RESORT

Cocooned in lush jungle and snuggled within the hills 1000 meters 
above sea level is a distinct retreat and a wellness sanctuary for you 
and your partner to seek solace in. It is situated amid virgin, green 
Bornean tropical rainforest, a perfect getaway within Malaysia. 
Offer your partner solace this Valentine’s in a natural surrounding 
teeming with unique flora and fauna and take pleasure in the 
relaxing serenity that is the Borneo Highlands Resort. With crisp 
and cooling temperatures ranging from 18-25 degrees celsius all 
year round, this eco paradise offers a one-of-a-kind experience, 
made infinitely better with attractions like the incredibly picturesque 
18-hole Hornbill Golf Course and therapeutic Jungle Spa. You’ll be 
on cloud nine up here, literally.

Jalan Borneo Heights, 94200 Padawan, Kuching, Sarawak, 
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Sun-Dappled Serenity

flavours of his hometown, Abruzzo. Allow 
the tantalising aromas of fresh bread and 
pizza baking in a wood-fired oven to sweep 
you off your feet to Italy. Then, the Valhalla 
of international cuisine, Seasonal Taste offers 
a brilliant spread of buffet dining as well as 
à la carte options. A live, interactive kitchen 
creates a bespoke dining experience that 
will have you returning. Leave the stress of 
the city behind at the Beach Bar where the 
sweeping view of the sea is complemented 
by tantalising tipples, and a flavourful menu 
which features seafood barbecue and light, 
healthy cuisine. While waiting between 
meals or simply yearning for a fresh cuppa, 
the MIX Lounge makes for a relaxing spot 
with soothing music at its background to 
enjoy your beverage.

Westin Kids Club
Cementing itself as a family resort, parents 
can leave their children at the Westin Kids 
Club – a bright and cheerful space for kids 
to make new friends, learn, discover and 
explore through fun and educational activities 
organised by dedicated associates.

The Westin Desaru Coast Resort Jalan Pantai 3, 
Desaru Coast, Bandar Penawar, 81930 Johor.
Tel: 07-838 3333

Our favourite fitting in the bathroom is the 
shower system; while modern, it exudes an 
antiquated aesthetic, complete with brass 
hue and phone receiver-like shower head. 
The evenings at Liu Men Melaka warrant 
a libation in hand, at the rooftop lounge 
area to bask in the tropical breeze and 
wind down while people-watching.   

Breakfast at the Courtyard is not only 
stunning, it’s delicious. Sit under the 
glass ceiling that allows natural sunlight 
to stream in and indulge in a mélange 
of local as well as Western breakfast. 
Being true-blue Malaysians, we ordered 
the Nasi Lemak and with the first bite, it 
immediately earned our seal of approval 
for its authenticity. For something lighter, 
opt for the American Breakfast or relish in 
fresh fruits and yoghurt. 

Liu Men Melaka – by Preference, 48-56, 
Jalan Tokong, 75200, Melaka.
Tel: 06-288 1161

from indulging in a spa to a full-blown 
movement incorporating F&B, textiles, 
bathroom amenities and fitness programmes. 
Speaking of spas, the Heavenly Spa by 
Westin renders a decent variety of treatments 
including a Swedish massage and heated 
compress that focuses on meridian points 
to release tension and break up muscle 
knots. Take relaxation up a notch at the 
hydrothermal pools – featuring a combination 
of 38°C temperature and water jets to 
provide unique benefits including cleansing 
and detoxification of skin, relieving tired and 
aching muscles and increasing circulation, 
thus renewing the mind and body. Work 
off the sinfully delicious meals at the Westin 
Workout Fitness Studio, furnished with an 
impressive range of machines to work up 
a sweat. Alternatively, soak in nature’s 
offerings through the Run Westin programme 
that takes guests on a curated route along 
Desaru Coast. Fill your social media feed 
with stunning pictures of the infinity pool and 
indulge in cocktails or a bite in between laps. 

Dining
The food and drinks offering at this resort is 
strong with its signature Italian restaurant, 
Prego  which provides a casual and vibrant 
ambience and is helmed by Italian chef, 
Massimiliano Asciano who brings forth 

Malacca River as your backdrop and 
embark on a short tour of the city on a 
beca (trishaw). On weekend evenings, 
Jonker Street comes alive with the hawker 
stalls until a little after midnight, giving you 
a peak into Melaka’s multifaceted culinary 
offerings.  

Liu Men Melaka captures the spirit of 
Malaysia’s past and present through the 
warmth of itsrooms. Offering five room 
categories – Jebat, Hang Tuah, Kapitan, 
Cheng Ho Suite and Parameswara Suite, 
each takes a nod to the yesteryear of 
Melaka. We entered the Hang Tuah Room, 
which felt like a pied-à-terre – conceptually 
simple and unfussy. In the spacious attic-
like room, pre-war colonial influence 
is evident in its wooden furnishings, 
integrated with modern amenities of a 40” 
TV and minibar for your everyday comfort. 

The contemporary-designed bathroom is 
enviable and strikes inspiration. White 
tiles run through the walls, complemented 
by a dark-wood vanity with marble top 
and hexagonal chandeliers on either side. 

Liu Men Melaka Facade

Lekir Room

Presidential Suite 
Bedroom copy

The beach view

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

THE WESTIN DESARU
COAST RESORT

Framed by a buttery white sand beach 
facing the South China Sea and with 
tropical foliage as its backdrop, The 

Westin Desaru Coast is the latest addition 
to the booming seascape that is Desaru 
Coast, attracting barefoot beach lovers 
and sun chasers. This luxe slice of paradise 
makes a staggeringly good first impression. 
A total of 275 family-friendly rooms across 
nine categories offer clean lines and 
calming shades in natural materials that are 
sympathetic to the picturesque surroundings. 
Elsewhere, lush gardens and tended grounds 
give reason to pause.

Rooms
Mornings at The Westin Desaru Coast 
are peaceful and undisturbed, only to be 
awakened by the gentle laps of the waves 
crashing ashore, the melodic cooing of 
birds and the sun tickling the eyelids. The 
capacious rooms are adorned with warm 
tones, a colossal-sized bed and beguiling 
artwork that spans across the headboard. 
The room opens up to a private balcony 
equipped with lounge chairs to get some sun 
or bask in the beachscape.  
 
Heavenly Spa by Westin
Westin’s Six Pillars of Wellbeing forms a 
wholesome wellness experience for guests, 

Liu Men Melaka is a storied pre-war 
shophouse-turned-hotel in Jalan 
Tokong. All its architectural clout and 

historic grandeur have been maintained, 
and its interiors are contemporary 
renditions of 1930’s colonial art deco. 
The hotel embraces geometric shapes and 
bursts of vibrant reds – symbolising joy or 
luck in playful chaos, a representation of 
the Chinese Peranakan culture. Geometric 
nuances perpetuate its interior, from 
cylindrical chandeliers to hexagonal 
tiles. White walls embellished by dark, 
trimmed wood emanate elegance while a 
collection of Chinese Peranakan antiques 
fill the space with old world charm.

Translating to six doors, Liu Men is a 
unification of six shop houses into a 
behemoth residence – once a family 
home. This lavish boutique hotel sits 
strategically a few kilometres away from 
the famed Jonker Street, Cheng Hoon 
Temple (oldest Taoist temple), A’famosa 
fort and the Stadthuys building. Saunter 
between the buildings reeking of history 
and character, take a picture with the 

A Celebration of Cultures
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

LIU MEN MELAKA 
– BY PREFERENCE
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MARY JANE KL
106 Jalan Petaling

50000 Kuala Lumpur.

FEEKA COFFEE ROASTERS
19, Jln Mesui, Bukit Bintang, 50200 
Kuala Lumpur, Wilayah Persekutuan 

Kuala Lumpur.

Bar Trigona
145, Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur
+603-2382 8670

Mantra bar
Rooftop Bangsar Village II.
+60 17-344 8299 

The Roof
1 First Avenue Bandar Utama, 
Petaling Jaya
+60 3-8605 3388

4, Jln Delima,kl

Hotel . Non-Halal . Private Dining

                Jasons Food Hall 
is a favourite with shoppers, as it 
offers an extensive range of fresh and 
international food brands.  
10am - 10pm daily.

Tel: 03-2117 3111

Tel: 03-2691 6599

Tel: 03-2782 3800

Tel: 03-2142 6636

Tel: 03-5633 2530

Tel: 03-6201 6553

Tel: 03-2786 9333

10am - 10pm dayly

Tel: 03-6211 7877

/ 2430 / 2431

Tel: 03-2697 9312

Tel: 03-8949 6288

Centre 03-2148 8744

03-2782 3875

KL’s Best Bar

Avenue K Shopping Mall
156 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala 
Lumpur. Tel: 03 2168 7800
Avenue K is Kuala Lumpur’s coolest 
urban hub where life and creativity are 
celebrated. The new Avenue K aims to 
indulge your retail desires, cater to your 
entertainment needs and satisfy your 
appetite for top-notch dining in comfort. 
Far from a regular mall, it offers exciting 
experiences and a trend setting venue 
where shoppers can relax and treat 
yourself to a good time. With over 60 
exciting dining options including Fresca 
Mexican Kitchen, Dolly Dim Sum, 
Samba Brazilian Steakhouse, Sushi 
Zanmai, Nene Chicken, Boat Noodle, 
Sushi King and Bankara Ramen. there 
is no doubt that Avenue K is a foodie’s 
heaven.  • 10am to 10pm

IOI City Mall
Management Office, Unit T2-3A-3 & 
Unit T2-3A-3A, Level 3A, IOI City Tower 
Two, Lebuh IRC, IOI Resort City, 62502 
Putrajaya, Sepang, Selangor. 
Tel: 03-8328 8900
The multi award-winning IOI City Mall, 
located within IOI Resort City, is the 
largest mall in Southern Klang Valley. It 
is easily accessible via major highways 
and public transport. Its 1.5 million sq. 
ft. of lettable space is occupied by trendy 
fashion brands, supermarket, cineplexes 
and F&B outlets offering exquisite local 
and international dining experiences.  • 
10am to 10pm

MyTOWN Shopping Centre
No.6, Jalan Cochrane Cheras, Seksyen 
90, 55100 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-2710 0057
MyTOWN is located in Kuala Lumpur, 
anchored by IKEA Cheras. Visit us 
easily by bypass or take a ride on the 
MRT to the Cochrane underground 
MRT station. The blend of fashion 
forward retail, amazing amenities, 
stylish alfresco events make MyTOWN 
the premier shopping destination in the 
heart of Kuala Lumpur. It’s more than 
just shopping… It’s an experience for 
everyone in the family!
• 10am to 10pm

The Starling Mall
6, Jalan SS 21/37, Damansara 
Utama, 47400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
Tel: 03-7730 7000
Built in an organic form with a fluid 
façade and natural setting, The Starling 
is a space where nature is immersed 
into urban retail environment to create 
a unique space for togetherness in 
harmony with nature. 

Celestial Court
03-2717 9988
• Jalan Sultan Ismail • Sheraton 
Imperial Kuala Lumpur Hotel  
• Oriental Cuisine • Casual Dining

FLOUR Restaurant
012-960 0053 • Unit No. 69 & 71G, 
Jalan Medan Setia 1, Bukit Damansara, 
50490 Kuala Lumpur. • Fine Dining
• Pork-free

Shang Palace
03-2074 3904 • 11 Jalan Sultan Ismail  
50250 Kuala Lumpur  • Pork-free 
• Shangri-La Hotel KL • Cantonese 
Cuisine

Yun House 
03-2382 8888 • Four Seasons Place, 
145 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala 
Lumpur. • Pork-free • Four Seasons 
Hotel Kuala Lumpur • Dim sum

Opium KL
03-2142 5670 • 50, Changkat Bukit 
Bintang, Kuala Lumpur. • Casual Dining
• Oriental

Wan Chun Ting
03 2720 6688 • No. 6 – Jalan 
Damanlela, Bukit Damansara, 50490 
Kuala Lumpur. • Sofitel Kuala Lumpur 
Damansara Hotel • Dim Sum
• Casual Dining

Din Tai Fung Pavilion
03-2148 8292 • 168, Bukit Bintang 
Street, Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala 
Lumpur. • Dim Sim  • Casual Dining

Luk Yu Tea House
03 2782 3850  • Starhill Gallery 181, 
Jalan Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala 
Lumpur  •  Dim Sum  • Tea House
•  Casual Dining

Tao Chinese Cuisine
03-2782 6000  •  65, Jalan Ampang, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur  •  Intercontinental 
Hotel Kuala Lumpur  •  Oriental Cuisine
•  Casual Dining

Sunway Velocity Mall
Lingkaran SV, Sunway Velocity, 55100 
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-2786 3970
Sunway Velocity Mall is earmarked to 
be the leading destination in KL South 
with its cutting-edge architecture, neo 
futuristic façade and contemporary 
interior. Built with connectivity in mind, 
the mall is easily accessible through 
major roads and highways and is 
well-serviced by public transportation 
including 1 LRT and 2 MRTs.
• 10am to 10pm

The LINC KL
360, Jalan Tun Razak, 50400  
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-92130388
The LINC KL is an escape, a hideaway, a 
preferred destination for when you want 
to take a break from your busy life and 
reconnect with nature. It is a place full 
of such possibilities. Room for nature. 
Room for coming together. Room for 
celebration. Space to grow. Space to 
simply be yourself.
• 10am to 10pm

Shoppes at Four Seasons Place
145 Jalan Ampang, 50450  
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-2391 9655
Shoppes at Four Seasons Place is an 
elegant showcase spanning over six 
levels of retail, restaurants, a boutique 
grocer, and more. Immerse yourself in 
seamless accessibility with your every 
convenience within comfort’s reach. 
Take your time to explore the collection 
of carefully curated brands uniquely 
housed amidst wide spaces, marble 
halls, and comfortable lounge areas. 
Strategically located in the Golden 
Triangle of Kuala Lumpur, the mall 
welcomes you to indulge in an idyllic 
experience.
• 10am to 10pm

Nadodi KL
03 2181 4334 • Lot 183, 1st Floor, Jalan 
Mayang, Off Jalan Yap Kwan Seng, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur. • Fine Dining 
• Pork-free

Qureshi Malaysia
03-2011 1007 • Ground Floor, East 
Wing, TPC Kuala Lumpur No 10, Jalan 
1/70D, Off Jalan Bukit Kiara, 60000 
Kuala Lumpur. •  Casual Dining
• Halal

Cé La Vi
03-2770 3360 • Ilham Tower, No 8, Jln 
Binjai, 50450 Kuala Lumpur • Pan-Asian
• Pork-free  • Casual Dining

Open House
03-2162 0888  • G48 Suria KLCC, 
Lakeside, 50888 Kuala Lumpur  
• Malaysian  • Pork-free
• Fine Dining

Barat Lifestyle Vegetarian 
Restaurant
010-288 2654  • 19, Lorong Kurau, 
Taman Bukit Pantai, 59100 Kuala Lumpur.
• Fusion Vegetarian Restaurant
• Casual Dining • Halal

Chez Gaston KL by Rendez-Vous
011-3993 0036 • 12G, Jalan Bangsar 
Utama 9, Bangsar, 59000 Kuala Lumpur.
• Non-halal  • Casual Dining

Entier French Dining
03-2268 3819  • Level 41 at Alila 
Bangsar No 58, Jalan Ang Seng, 
Brickfields, 50470 Kuala Lumpur.
• Pork-free  •  Fine Dining

Bistro à Table
03-7931 2831 • 6, Jalan 17/54, 
Seksyen 17, 46400 Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor. • Fine Dining • Pork-free

Contango
03-2785 8000 • 5, Jalan Sultan 
Hishamuddin, Tasik Perdana, 50000 
Kuala Lumpur • The Majestic Hotel KL 
• Pork-free  •  Casual Dining

Babe by Jeff Ramsay
013 209 1330  • 11th Floor, Work@
Clearwater, Changkat Semantan, 
Damansara Heights, 50490 Kuala 
Lumpur  • Fine Dining
• Pork-free

Huckleberry Food and Fare
03-2098 7933 • Plaza Damansara, 
Jalan Medan Setia 2, Bukit Damansara, 
50490 Kuala Lumpur  • Casual Dining
• Pork-free

Mr Chew’s Chino Latino
The Penthouse, WOLO, Bukit Bintang 
Street, 55100 Kuala Lumpur
+60 3-4065 0168

Marinis on 57
Level 57, Menara 3 Petronas, 
 Persiaran KLCC.
+60 3-2386 6030
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Four Seasons Hotel Kuala Lumpur
+603-2382 8888  .  Four Seasons Place, 
145, Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur 
www.fourseasons.com .Yun House (Chi-
nese Restaurant) .Curate (All Day Dining) 
.Bar Trigona (Bar) .The Lounge At Four 
Seasons(International) .Pool Bar & Grill

W Kuala Lumpur
+603-2786 8888  .No. 121, Jalan 
Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur 
www.mariott.com .Yen (Chinese 
Restaurant) .Flock (All Day Dining) 
.Woobar (Bar)

Four Seasons Hotel Kuala Lumpur
145, Jalan Ampang

03-2382 8888

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723 1000
Jalan Stesen Sentral

Nook (International), MAI Bar (Bar 
Menu), w xyz(SM) Bar (Cocktails & 
Snacks)    From RM270 - RM388
www.starwoodhotels.com/alofthotels

Philea Mines Beach Resort

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA
03-8787 3333

Degrees (Int), Traveller’s Bar & Grill, 
Palmz Lounge (Wn) .  From RM570++
www.samasamahotels.com

Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182 1234    Jalan Pinang
   KLCC    JP Teres (Malaysian), 
THIRTY8 (International), Poolside
From RM550 - RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

Istana Negara, Jalan Duta
Located along Jalan Duta, it is the of-
ficial residence of Malaysia’s king since 
Nov 11, 2011.  Influenced by both Is-
lamic and traditional Malay architecture, 
this unique structure is the latest addition 
to the country’s architectural wonders.

Raja Chulan

03-2020 5499 03-2267 1111

Makana Restaurant

03-20201708

Pullman Kuala Lumpur

03-2162 2233

Flavours Restaurant (Int’l), Green 
Treats Delicatessen (Int’l), T@ste 6 
Restaurant (Int’l) . From470+

Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa

Tamarind Springs
03-4256 9300  .  Jalan 1 Taman 
Tun Abdul Razak, Ampang
Halal . Fine Dining

Nobu Kuala Lumpur
03-2164 5084  .  Menara 3 Petronas
Persiaran KLCC  .  Fine Dining

Fukuya Restaurant
03-2144 1022  .  9, Jalan Delima,  
Imbi, Kuala Lumpur .  Casual Dining

Haru Japanese Restaurant
03-2011 8783  .  124A, Jalan Kasah, 
Medan Damansara .  Casual Dining

Nippori Cafe
03-7733 8592  .  102 (First Floor), 
Empire Damansara, Jalan PJU 8/8, Da-
mansara Perdana, 47820 Petaling Jaya, 
Selangor .  Casual Dining

Yuzu
03-2284 7663  .  The Gardens,  
Mid Valley City .  Casual Dining

The St. Regis Kuala Lumpur
03-2727 1111  .  Jalan Stesen Sentral 2, 
Kuala Lumpur Sentral .  From RM850

Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara
03-2720 6688  .  6, Jalan Damanlela, 
Bukit Damansara, 50490 Kuala Lumpur 
.  From RM330-RM820  . www.sofitel-
kualalumpur-damansara.com

Hotel Capitol Kuala Lumpur
03-21437000  .  Jalan Bulan Off  
Jalan Bukit Bintang  
.  www.capitol.com.my

Element by Westin Kuala Lumpur
03-2771 3388  .  Ilham Tower, 8, Jln 
Binjai, Kuala Lumpur, 50450 Kuala 
Lumpur .  Trace Restaurant & Bar .  
From RM343 . www.marriott.com 

Sunway Resort
+603 7492 8000 . Sunway Resort, 
Persiaran Lagoon, Bandar Sunway, 
47500 Selangor . www.sunwayhotels.
com . The Resort Cafe (All Day Dining)

Kokufu
Sri Pan Pacific KL

Villa Samadhi Kuala Lumpur
+603 2143 2300 . No. 8, Persiaran 
Madge Off Jalan Madge, 55000 Kuala 
Lumpur . www.villasamadhi.com.my 
. The Dining Room (All Day Dining)

Hilton KL
+603 2264 2264 . 3 Jalan Stesen 
Sentral, 50470 Kuala Lumpur 
. ww3.hilton.com . Chynna (Chinese 
Restaurant) . Vasco’s (All Day Dining) 
Graze (European) . Zeta Bar (Bar) 
. Iketeru (Japanese)

The Ruma Hotel and Residences
+60 3 2778 0888  . 7 Jalan Kia Peng, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur . www.theruma.
com . ATAS Modern Malaysian Eatery 
(Modern Malaysian) .  Santai Pool and 
Lounge . Seven Lobby Bar and Lounge 

Sheraton Petaling Jaya
+60 3 7622 8888  . Jalan Utara C, 
Petaling Jaya, 46200 Selangor 
. www.mariott.com/sheraton-petaling-
jaya . Yue (Chinese) . Feast (Interna-
tional) .  Miyabi (Japanese) .  Sala 
(Bar) .  Chime (cigar and whisky bar)

EQ 
+603 - 2789 7777 . Equatorial Plaza
Jalan Sultan Ismail 50250 Kuala Lum-
pur . Nipah . Kampachi
. www.eqkualalumpur.com

Sunway Pyramid Hotel
+603 7492 8000 . Persiaran Lagoon, 
Bandar Sunway, 47500 Selangor
.  The Resort Cafe, The Lobby Lounge, 
Cherootz

Tao (chi)

03-2782 6000

.OneSixFive(Japanese)

www.ihg.com
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KL Lifestyle 
31 Jalan Utara, 

46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, 
Malaysia

Tel: +603 7932 0668
 Email: info@mediate.com.my

Craft Complex Craft Complex 
03- 2164 834403- 2164 8344
 Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. •  Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. • 

Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik 
printing and pottery from the 13 states printing and pottery from the 13 states 
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily. 
• E9 FREE• E9 FREE

Telekom MuseumTelekom Museum
03-2031 996603-2031 9966
 Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan  Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan 

• Displays interesting exhibits of • Displays interesting exhibits of 
  telephones and evolution of their   telephones and evolution of their 
  designs over the years.   designs over the years. 
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays • Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays 
• E6 FREE• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad BuildingSultan Abdul Samad Building
 Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan  Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan 

Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big 
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and Ben of KL, this historical landmark and 
heritage building is well known for its heritage building is well known for its 
Moghul architecture dating back to Moghul architecture dating back to 
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial 
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme 
Court. • E5Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers PETRONAS Twin Towers 
03- 2615 818803- 2615 8188

 KLCC • KL City Centre • The  KLCC • KL City Centre • The 
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at 
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL 
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped 
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is 
open to visitors between 9am-7pm open to visitors between 9am-7pm 
daily, closed on Monday • D8daily, closed on Monday • D8

03-2274 6542

03-2089 3400

MUSEUMS

RM 32 for adults and RM11 for children  RM 32 for adults and RM11 for children  
3 to 12 years old3 to 12 years old

03-2267 1111

03-2331 7007

03-2094 1222

03-9200 0039

Berjaya Times Square Theme Park
1 Jalan Imbi, Level 5 & 7, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2117 3118

Sunway Lagoon Theme Park
3 Jalan Pjs 11/11, Bandar Sunway,  
Petaling Jaya . Tel: 03-5639 0000

Skytropolis Indoor Theme Park
First World Plaza, Resorts World Genting,
Level 1, Genting Highlands, 69000 
Tel: 03-2718 1118

District 21
Level 1, IOI City Mall, Putrajaya
Tel: 03-8328 8888

CONTACT:

TO
ADVERTISE

IN
THIS

SPACE

BARATHAN AMUTHAN

P H O T O G RA P H E R

+60 12-244 6797
 IG : framesbybarathanamuthan

9am-6pm   F4

          Entry Mykad Holder 
- RM49(Adult), RM39 (Child), General 
Admission -  RM69 (Adult), RM59 (Child)

03-6200 1000
03-7967 3936

03-7957 4341

03-2092 7070

03-6187 8786

Casino De Genting
03-6101 1118

Flight Training
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Heineken Marketing Malaysia Sdn. Bhd. Company No. 196501000156 (5971-D) 
Sungei Way Brewery, Lot 1135, Batu 9, Jalan Klang Lama, 46000 Petaling Jaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia.

Strongbow Magazine FPFC Ad
Size: 275(H) X 210(W) mm     Text Area: 245(H) X 180(W) mm     Bleed: 285(H) X 220(W) mm

9 MRT LALUAN SUNGAI BULOH - KAJANG
MRT SUNGAI BULOH - KAJANG LINE

10 Dalam
pembinaan
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

KTM LALUAN TERMINAL SKYPARK
KTM TERMINAL SKYPARK LINE

Penumpang perlu keluar daripada bangunan
stesen untuk pertukaran ke laluan yang lain.*

Penumpang TIDAK PERLU keluar daripada
bangunan stesen untuk pertukaran ke laluan
yang lain. *

Stesen Pertukaran

Interchange Station

Passengers are required to exit station building
to switch lines.*

Passengers are NOT REQUIRED to exit
station building to switch lines. *

*

*

Penumpang digalakkan untuk menggunakan kad MyRapid Touch ‘n 
Go (bagi laluan rel Rapid KL) atau kad Touch ‘n Go semasa 
menggunakan perkhidmatan tren bagi perkiraan tambang yang lebih 
rendah dan pertukaran yang lebih lancar di stesen pertukaran.
Penumpang yang menggunakan tiket/token sehala yang ingin 
membuat pertukaran ke laluan lain di stesen pertukaran adalah 
tertakluk pada arahan penggunaan yang ditetapkan seperti yang 
berikut:
- membuat pertukaran di stesen pertukaran selepas keluar dari pintu  
 automatik
- mendapatkan tiket/token sehala baharu di mesin jualan tiket (TVM)  
 yang telah disediakan sebelum membuat pertukaran.  

Passengers are advised to use MyRapid Touch ‘n  Go (for Rapid KL rail 
lines) or Touch ‘n Go cards during their journey on the train to enjoy 
lower fares and convenience of switching line(s) at interchange 
station(s).
Passengers with one-way tickets/tokens that need to switch to other 
lines at the interchange station is subject to user instructions as below:
- change lines at interchange station after exiting the automatic gate
- purchase new one-way tickets/tokens at Ticket Vending
Machines (TVM) before switching lines.

Sultan Ismail dan Medan Tuanku
Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen Sultan Ismail (jika dari Laluan LRT Ampang / Sri Petaling) dan stesen Medan Tuanku (jika 
dari Laluan Monorel KL). Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

KL Sentral (LRT Laluan Kelana Jaya), KL Sentral (Laluan Monorel KL) dan Muzium Negara (MRT Laluan Sg Buloh-Kajang)
Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen KL Sentral atau Muzium Negara (di laluan di mana anda berada).
Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

Dang Wangi dan Bukit Nanas

NOTA :

Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen Dang Wangi (jika dari LRT Laluan Kelana Jaya) dan stesen Bukit Nanas (jika dari
Laluan Monorel KL). Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (Laluan Monorel KL) dan Bukit Bintang (MRT Laluan Sg Buloh-Kajang)
Beli token untuk perjalanan hingga stesen Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (jika dari Laluan Monorel KL) dan stesen Bukit Bintang (jika dari MRT
Laluan Sg Buloh - Kajang). Keluar dari stesen destinasi tersebut dan beli token perjalanan baharu untuk memasuki stesen sambungan. 

Sultan Ismail and Medan Tuanku
Purchase tokens up to Sultan Ismail (if from LRT Ampang / Sri Petaling Lines) and Medan Tuanku (if from KL Monorail Line).
Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connecting station.

Dang Wangi and Bukit Nanas
Purchase tokens up to Dang Wangi (if from LRT Kelana Jaya Line) and Bukit Nanas (if from KL Monorail Line).
Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connecting station.

KL Sentral (LRT Kelana Jaya Line), KL Sentral (KL Monorail Line) and Muzium Negara (MRT Sg Buloh-Kajang Line).
Purchase tokens up to KL Sentral or Muzium Negara (on the current line you are on).
Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connecting station.
Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (KL Monorail Line) and Bukit Bintang (MRT Sg Buloh-Kajang Line).
Purchase tokens up to Air Asia - Bukit Bintang (if from KL Monorail Line) and Bukit Bintang (if from 
MRT Sg Buloh-Kajang Line). Exit station upon arrival and purchase another new token to enter connectiing station.

Sila ikut langkah berikut apabila menggunakan stesen sambungan Rapid KL :
 

Bagi pengguna kad MyRapid Touch ‘n Go, tambang akan ditolak berdasarkan perjalanan anda. For MyRapid Touch ‘n Go card users, fare will be deducted accordingly as you travel.

NOTE :
Please observe the following steps for journey between Rapid KL connecting stations :-
 

KAJANG

Sungai Gadut
Rembau
Tampin
Batang Melaka

(Lapangan Terbang
Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah)

Kajang 2

Ecocity 

Akan datang.
Stesen Projek
Laluan Terminal Skypark
COMING SOON. STATIONS ON
TERMINAL SKYPARK LINE

GEMAS

TERMINAL
SKYPARK

10

10

Setia
Jaya

SUBANG
JAYA

2 1

2

(Akan Datang  COMING SOON)

(Akan Datang  COMING SOON)

Kampung
Selamat

SUNGAI BULOH

Kwasa
Damansara

Kota
Damansara

Surian

Mutiara
Damansara

CHAN
SOW LIN

TTDI

Bandar
Utama

Phileo
Damansara

Pusat Bandar
   Damansara

Muzium
Negara

Merdeka

Semantan

Kwasa
Sentral

Cochrane

Bukit Bintang

Taman
Pertama
Taman
Midah
Taman
Mutiara
Taman
Connaught
Taman
Suntex
Sri Raya
Bandar Tun
Hussein
Onn

Tun Razak
Exchange (TRX)

9

9

PUTRA HEIGHTS

SUNWAY-SETIA JAYA 

Kerinchi

Lembah
Subang

Ara
Damansara

4

Batu 11
Cheras

Bukit
Dukung
Sungai
Jernih

Stadium
Kajang

Glenmarie

B1
B1

B1



Therapy from the comfort of your home

Like and follow our facebook page 
themindconsultant.my

Contact us now: 
themindconsultant.com

The Mind Consultant - a brand compromising professionals in the mental helth field provide easy, specifically-tailored 
online counselling service. Seek online counsellinng from the comfort of your home today.
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