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THE POWER OF WOMEN
Asia’s Influential Women
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Who runs the world? Girls! Across the globe, women are finally recognising
their worth, proving to be a force to be reckoned with and climbing the ranks
in business oand politics. In marking International Women’s Day, we list Asia’s
influential women, some of whom have made their way into Forbes’
100 Most Powerful Women List.

1.Sri Mulyani Indrawati

3. Aung San Suu Kyi

Minister of Finance, Indonesia
Sri Mulyani held the title of managing
Ddrector of the World Bank from 2010
until 2016, overseeing operations and
loans in Asia, Africa, Europe, Latin
America and the Middle East. She
paid particular attention to middleincome countries such as her home
country, Indonesia and the BRIC
nations, tapping her experiences as
the Indonesian Minister of Finance
from 2005 to 2010. During her tenure
as minister, Sri Mulyani managed
to reduce Indonesia’s debt in half
and helped its reserves reach an
unprecedented high of $50 billion.
Since July 27, 2016 she has assumed
the role of Minister of Finance of
Indonesia again.
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Chair and Parliamentarian, National
League for Democracy, Burma.

2. Ho Ching

Executive Director and CEO, Temasek,
Singapore
Ho Ching, from SIngapore helms
Temasek Holdings, as the executive
director and CEO. She oversees
the investment company’s $308
billion portfolio of assets in areas
such as technology, real estate and
agribusiness. The company launched
its first retail private equity bond in
2018 and has since invested big
stakes in other female-led companies
such as Singtel and Ctrip. With an
engineering background, Ho also
serves as the wife of Singapore’s Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong and keeps a
low profile, aside from appearances
at state dinners and sporadic bursts of
activity on her Facebook page.

Aung San Suu kyi is synonymous for
being the beacon of universal human
rights. She is a principled activist who
was willing to stand up to the ruthless
generals who governed Myanmar for
decades. Also known as ‘The Lady’,
Aung was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1991, and the committee
chairman called her an oustanding
example of the power of the powerless.
Her significant contribution to the
democratization and development of
Myanmar and beyond makes Suu Kyi
a well deserving figure in the list.

4. Tsai Ing-Wen
President, Taiwan

Tsai Ing-Wen is a Taiwanese politician and professor
who is serving as the President of Taiwan. She is the
first woman to be elected to the office, the seventh
president of the Republic of China under the 1947
Constitution and the second president from the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), part of Taiwan's
Pan-Green Coalition. Tsai was the Democratic
Progressive Party candidate in the 2012 and 2016
presidential elections. Tsai previously served as party
chair from 2008 to 2012, and from 2014 to 2018.
She was re-elected for a second term on Jan 11, 2020
after emerging victorious in the presidential election.

6. Tan Hooi Ling

Co founder and CEO of Grab Holdings Inc, Malaysia
Tan is a Harvard MBA graduate who prior to
founding her company, was a business analyst
at McKinsey & Company. Together with fellow
co-founder, Anthony Tan, they established Grab
Holdings Inc, a ride-hailing company. She serves as
the company’s COO and together with Tan, has led
the company to raise over S$9 billion dollars since
its launch in 2012. In March 2018, Grab bought
Uber's Southeast Asian operations in a deal
worth 'several billion dollars’, according
to Uber.

5. Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

Founder, Chair and Managing Director of Biocon, India
Mazumdar-Shaw is India's richest self-made woman and has
made her way to Forbes list for her role in founding India's
largest bio-pharmaceutical firm in 1978. The firm has also
successfully ventured into the lucrative US biosimilars market,
catching the attention of investors. Biocon also became
the first company to gain approval from the US Food and
Drug Administration (USFDA) for two different biosimilars
of drugs used in certain cancer treatments. With the aim of
establishing a deep R&D-based biotech firm, MazumdarShaw has invested in its research infrastructure as well as
scientific talents. She has a philanthropic initiative under her
wing, The Mazumdar-Shaw Medical Centre, built under the
founder of creating sustainable and affordable cancer-care
model.
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