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What’s Happening in December
Dec 6 and 7

Ultimate Music Crawl

Dec 6 to
Jan 1

After a long musical journey, KLPac
Symphonic Band celebrates its tenth year
with some profoundly memorable band
repertoire the band has performed in the
past decade. Get ready to have Godzilla
attacking klpac (again!), a music script,
“A Halloween Ghost Sory”, by fellow
Malaysian arranger Jiin Joo Ong, some
beautiful wildflowers from Lincolnshire,
the pumped March “Wind of Provence”
from the famous anime “Hibike!
Euphonium”, and many more.

Dec 1

Dec 6

Sik-K FL1P World Tour

We Rose You Live in Kuala Lumpur

Catch Korean heartthrob and hip-hop artist
Sik-K in his World Tour Asia entitled “FL1P”.
Sik-K, a former contestant in the fourth
season of ‘Show Me The Money’, debuted
on July 20, 2016 under Jay Park’s global
label H1GHR Music with his first EP, Flip.
Best known for hits such as “Iffy”, “Party”
and “Rendezvous”, the 25-year-old artiste
has also collaborated with huge talents
such as Jay Park, Loco, Crush, Giriboy,
Ravi (from VIXX), Basick, Changmo and
Gaeko. Sik-K was also nominated for ‘Best
New International Act’ at the 2018 BET
Awards. His latest track, “Wet the Bed”,
featuring Coogie and GXXD, was released
in September 2019.

South Korea’s popular Korean indie band,
The Rose will kick off their long-awaited
Southeast Asia tour this December. In
response to requests on fan-initiated concert
making platform MyMusicTaste, The Rose will
visit two cities across Southeast Asia, starting
with a stop in Kuala Lumpur.

Great British
Circus Malaysia
Great British Circus
brings its First
Circus on Ice in
Malaysia. An elegant,
temperamental ballet
on ice combined with
magnificent traditional
British circus acts.
It is a real magical
performance for all
ages. For the first time
in Circus Tent.

Tickets: RM45
Venue: Pentas 1, The Kuala Lumpur
Performing Arts Centre (klpac)

Tickets: RM280 to RM700
Venue: KL Live

Tickets: RM380 to MR545
Venue: KL Live at Life Centre

Tickets: RM25 to RM80
Venue: Laman Lanai
@ MaTiC

Dec 7 and 8

Modern Reflections
World events and pop culture find their way
into our collective memory through music.
Glass applies his trademark minimalism to
David Bowie’s songs in “Heroes” Symphony,
while Adams imagines a foxtrot for Chairman
and Madame Mao. Conductor-composer
Dirk Brossé presents his War Concerto – a
musical condemnation of war featuring the
clarinet’s voice of hope.
Tickets: RM56 to RM141
Venue: Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

Dec 7 to 15

A Man for All Seasons
The Actors Studio wraps up its
extraordinary two-year celebration for its
30th birthday with an all-time favourite, a
Robert Bolt classic. It will be bringing back
A Man for All Seasons for the third time.
The play premiered at the Globe Theatre
in 1960 and it was later made into a film
which won six Oscars, a Golden Globe for
Best Motion Picture – Drama, as well as
Best Film and Best British Film at the BAFTA
Awards.
The Actors Studio first staged it in 1991
at the Old Town Hall which featured Leslie
Dawson, Mano Maniam, Tiara Jacquelina,
the late Ramli Hassan and Patrick Teoh in
his acting debut. The 2004 production at
The Actors Studio @ BSC starred Ari Ratos,
Zahim Albakri, Jit Murad, Susan Lankester,
Fahmi Fadzil, Reza Zainal Abidin, Sharifah
Aleya Al-Yahya, among others.
Tickets: RM60 to RM100
Venue: Pentas 2, The Kuala Lumpur
Performing Arts Centre (klpac)

MUST VISIT ART GALLERY
KL LIFESTYLE ART SPACE

KL Lifestyle Art Space (KLAS) is an art gallery that boasts modern and contemporary
artworks from Malaysia and around the region. Through its gallery, KLAS intends to
inculcate awareness about Malaysian artists and their works. This establishment will
also provide the service of receiving consignments from artists or individual collectors,
thereby making their artworks available to interested parties. Today, KLAS is one of
the leading auction houses in Malaysia that sells high volumes of prized artworks
during every auction.

FOR ENQUIRIES CONTACT
INFO@MEDIATE.COM.MY T: +603 7932 0668 FREE ADMISSION
FOR MORE INFO VISIT
WWW.KL-LIFESTYLE.COM.MY 31 JALAN UTARA, 46200 PETALING JAYA, SELANGOR
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Dec 10

Dec 14

Chamber
Concert IX

Halestorm Live in Malaysia

Tickets:RM28
Venue: Dewan
Filharmonik
Petronas

Dec 15

Halestorm is an American rock band from Red Lion, Pennsylvania,
comprising of lead vocalist and guitarist Lzzy Hale, her brother
drummer and percussionist Arejay Hale, guitarist Joe Hottinger and
bassist Josh Smith.

Relax after work
and explore the
richness and depth
of chamber music
repertoire in the
Chamber series,
featuring the
MPYO musicians
performing in small
ensembles.

Since its inception in 1998, Halestorm has toured extensively with a
diverse variety of artistes, including Eric Church, Joan Jett, Avenged
Sevenfold, Alice Cooper, Rob Zombie, ZZ Top and Evanescence. The
band has played around 2,500 dates around the world so far, and
performed at festivals like Taste of Chaos, Download Festival, Rock
Am Ring Festival and Rockstar Energy Drink Uproar Festival.
Most recently, the band scored a 2019 Grammy nomination for “Best
Rock Performance” for “Uncomfortable,” marking their second after
their 2013 Grammy win for “Best Hard Rock/Metal Performance”.

Dec 11

Dylan Moran Live in KL

Tickets: RM228 to RM588
Venue: PGRM Tower, Star Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur

Dylan Moran is an Irish comedian, writer,
actor, filmmaker and artist. He is best known
for his observational comedy, the television
sitcom Black Books (which he starred in and
co-wrote) and his work with Simon Pegg in
Shaun of the Dead and Run Fatboy Run. He
appeared as one of the two lead characters
in the Irish black comedy titled A Film with
Me In It in 2008.
BAFTA and Perrier award-winning
comedian Dylan Moran embarks on his
brand-new tour – Dr Cosmos. Moran will
offer his unique take on love, politics, misery
and the everyday absurdities of life, all
served with poetical panache from one of
the finest comedians of his generation.

Dec 13 and 14

The Music of Star Wars

Moran has been called the Oscar Wilde
of comedy and his famed style – deadpan,
witty and crackpot lyricism – promises
to be an unmissable journey through his
interpretations of the world, swerving cliche
to offer a cutting blow to our idiosyncrasies.

Luke, Leia, and Darth Vader! These
unforgettable characters come alive
under the epic score of John Williams.
Long after the 1977 release of the very
first Star Wars movie, his compelling
music makes its symphonic home in
the concert hall. Conductor Dirk Brossé
presents this Star Wars spectacular.
May the Force be with you!

Tickets: RM130 to RM270
Venue: Galaxy Banquet Hall, KL

Tickets: RM361.60 to RM406.80
Venue: Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

Air Supply The Lost In Love
Experience In Genting 2019

Dec 15

MPYO:
Visionary
Masterworks
Future stars shine
bright at DFP
with the MPYO
poised to take
the stage! Join
them and Maestro
Gerard Salonga
for an illuminating
afternoon of
delightful classics.

Return of rock duo Air Supply who took
centre stage in the eighties for producing
chart-toppers including “Lost in Love”
and “All Out of Love”. Now over four
decades in the scene, their star power
and fan base have grown tenfold,
reaching audiences globally with their
unique and majestic sound. As they take
over Arena of Stars, expect nothing less
of a thrilling evening from these Hall of
Fame rock stars.
Tickets: RM180 to RM600
Venue: Arena of Stars, Genting
Highlands

Tickets: RM56 to
RM94
Venue: Dewan
Filharmonik
Petronas

MUST VISIT PUBLIC ART GALLERY
ILHAM GALLERY KUALA LUMPUR

ILHAM is a public art gallery committed
to
supporting
the
development,
understanding
and
enjoyment
of
Malaysian modern and contemporary art
within a regional and global context.

LEVELS 3 & 5, ILHAM TOWER, NO 8, JALAN BINJAI, 50450 KUALA LUMPUR
EMAIL: INFO@ILHAMGALLERY.COM (FREE ADMISSION)
OPENING HOURS
TUESDAY – SATURDAY (11AM – 7PM) SUNDAYS (11AM – 5PM)
CLOSED ON MONDAYS AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
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Dec 20 and 21

Chasing Colours
by Tunas Tari

Atop a mountain range, overlooking scenic
views surrounding them, sit two pigeons, Merdu
and Manis, lamenting their plight. With their
coats of grey feathers, they feel a little downcast,
especially today. They have always felt inferior
of themselves, envious of other birds with more
colourful feathers. As they gaze across the
horizon, richly-coloured birds merrily soar into
the sky, splashing vivid hues as far as the eyes
can see.
Merdu and Manis decide to venture down to the
edge of the tropical forest to watch other birds
play and forage for food. Multi-coloured birds
dance merrily, extending their beautiful wings in
glee. As the colourful birds begin to fly away,
some of their feathers drop onto the ground.
Merdu and Manis are thrilled and begin to
furtively collect the beautiful vivid quills to cram
within their own plumes, hoping that they can
replicate the majestic peacocks earlier seen
passing by.
Ticket: RM58
Venue: Black Box, DPAC

Races of Malaysia

This is the tenth annual Family Christmas
Concert to be directed in Penang by Martin
Rutherford and the seventh to be presented
here on Stage 1, penangpac. The first three
of the Christmas Concerts were presented
in the Eastern and Oriental Hotel Grand
Ballroom and many of the performers were
singing and playing at the first concert in
2010.

Fifty teams, including 36 full-season 2019-2020 FIM EWC
entries (21 in Formula EWC, 15 in Superstock) will be on
the track in Malaysia, alongside 12 Asian teams seeking to
qualify for the 2020 Suzuka 8 Hours.

There is a traditional pattern associated with
Christmas festivities – carol singing prior
to the day itself, hanging up of stockings
for children, attending church services on
Christmas Eve and Christmas morning and
enjoying Christmas dinner with turkey and
plum pudding, to name a few. The annual
Christmas Concert follows this pattern: it
includes old favourites (for example, the
opening and closing carols are always the
same), some new carols, and the closing
sequence which is built around the arrival
of Santa.

Dec 14 and 15

Dec 13 to 15

Family Christmas Concert

Venue: Stage 1, Performing Arts Centre
of Penang (penangpac)

Dec 25

Christmas
The Christmas spirit is made merrier
with Malaysia’s tropical weather
and friendly people. Visitors will be
spoilt for choice as there are many
restaurants, bistros, shopping malls
and hotels that offer great promotions
planned specially for the occasion.

A pre-eminent entry will be Malaysian squad – Yamaha
Sepang Racing, with a line-up featuring MotoGP rider
Franco Morbidelli (Petronas Yamaha SRT), Malaysia’s star
rider Hafizh Syahrin, who competes in MotoGP with Red
Bull KTM Tech3, and Michael van der Mark, fourth overall
in the FIM Superbike Championship and fourth-time winner
of the Suzuka 8 Hours.
Several Japanese teams will be front and centre during this
ocassion. Honda Asia Dream Racing with Showa, a Top
10 rider in the Suzuka 8 Hours over the past few years,
will field Malaysian rider Zaqhwan Zaidi, their number-one
racer since 2016, alongside Indonesian rider Gerry Salim,
who competes in the Moto2 European Championship, and
Thai Moto2 world championship rider Somkiat Chantra.
A couple of all-Japanese teams will also be worth keeping
an eye on: Kawasaki-mounting RS Itoh (Akira Yanagawa,
Kasuki Ito and Hitoyasu Izutsu) and Team Plus One (BMW)
with racers Taro Sekiguchi, a former GP250 rider, like his
teammate Daisaku Sakai (who rode for Suzuki Endurance
Racing Team in 2011) and Kousuke Nagoe.
Several FIM EWC teams will be seeking revenge at the 8
Hours of Sepang with three favourites who had to withdraw
from the Bol d’Or targeting victory in Sepang. F.C.C. TSR
Honda France, halted by engine failure while in the lead,
and Webike SRC Kawasaki France and YART Yamaha, who
both subsequently fell victim to oil spillage from the Honda,
have to catch up with the Bol d’Or winner Suzuki Endurance
Racing Team as well as Wójcik Racing Team, the surprise
runner-up of the opening round, and the ambitious new
factory squad, BMW Motorrad World Endurance Team,
who finished in 3rd place at the Bol d’Or.
The Superstock class will also see a close fight between
Moto Ain, the winner of the 2018-2019 World Cup and
the Bol d’Or, and Japanese team Tone RT (BMW), the top
Superstock of the 2019 Suzuka 8 Hours (14th past the finish

line). The first practice sessions will take place on Wednesday, Dec 11 at the
Sepang International Circuit.
The first edition of the 8 Hours of Sepang, to be held on Saturday, Dec 14 is
a key component of an all-new dual event in Asian motorsport history. For the
very first time, Sepang International Circuit and Eurosport Events will bring
together two- and four-wheel action on the same weekend from day to night:
FIM EWC, with the 8 Hours of Sepang, and the 2019 super finale of the
World Touring Car Race (WTCR) presented by OSCARO.
Venue: Sepang International Circuit

MUST VISIT MUSEUM
SASANA KIJANG GALLERY
BANK NEGARA MALAYSIA MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY
The Art Gallery provides a rotating display of the Central Bank of
Malaysia’s art collection. Selected paintings, prints, drawings and
sculptures which chart the nation’s milestones and highlight the Central
Bank’s support for the arts include works by early masters such as
Hossein Enas and Yong Mun Sen, continuing up to the present day.

THE NAUTILUS ICON
One of the most striking features in Bank Negara Malaysia
Museum and Art Gallery is the Nautilus Staircase that begins from
the lobby and links every floor. This structure is the inspiration for
the main graphic icon. The icon is actively applied and prevalent
across all of Bank Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery’s
communications material.

SASANA KIJANG, 2 JALAN DATO’ ONN,
50480 KUALA LUMPUR
EMAIL: INFOMUSEUM@BNM.GOV.MY (FREE ADMISSION)
OPEN DAILY FROM 10AM TO 6PM.
CONTACT: +603 9179 2784

MUST-WATCH MOVIES of the month

JUMANJI: THE NEXT LEVEL

CATS

STAR WARS: THE RISE OF SKYWALKER

SPIES IN DISGUISE

Bethany, Martha and Fridge re-enter the game “Jumanji” after
discovering that Spencer has been sucked back into it. When
Spencer’s friend, Milo, and grandfather, Eddie, hear the
commotion, they check up on it and end up being unwittingly
dragged into the game too. In the game world, the gang realises
that the game has changed, even their avatars are jumbled
up now. Nothing is what they expect. They will have to brave
unexplored arid deserts to snowy mountains to make their way
out of the world’s most dangerous game.

Over the course of a single night, a tribe of cats called the Jellicles
make what is known as “the Jellicle choice” and decide which cat
will ascend to the Heaviside Layer and come back to a new life.
This musical comes from Academy Award winner Tom Hooper,
director of Les Misérables and The King’s Speech. The storyline is
based on the legendary Andrew Lloyd Webber musical.

A year after the events of The Last Jedi, the remnants of the
Resistance face the First Order once again—while reckoning
with the past and their own inner turmoil. Meanwhile, the
ancient conflict between the Jedi and Sith reaches its climax,
altogether bringing the Skywalker saga to a definitive end.
The surviving Resistance faces the First Order once more as
Rey, Finn and Poe Dameron’s journey continues. With the
power and knowledge of generations behind them, the final
battle commences.

Super spy Lance Sterling (Will Smith) and scientist Walter Beckett
(Tom Holland) are almost exact opposites. Lance is smooth,
suave and debonair. Walter is… not. But what Walter lacks in
social skills he makes up for in smarts and invention, creating
the awesome gadgets Lance uses on his epic missions. But when
events take an unexpected turn, Walter and Lance suddenly
have to rely on each other in a whole new way. And if this odd
couple can’t learn to work as a team, the whole world is in peril.
‘Spies in Disguise’ is an animated comedy set in the high-octane,
globe-trotting world of international espionage.

DEC 5

Cast: Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black, Kevin Hart, Karen Gillan,
Nick Jonas, Awkwafina, Danny Glover, Danny DeVito.
Genre: Action / Adventure / Comedy

12 l KL LIFESTYLE

DEC 19

Cast: Idris Elba, Rebel Wilson, Ian McKellen.
Genre: Animation / Comedy / Drama

DEC 19

Genre: Action / Adventure / Fantasy
Cast: Daisy Ridley, Lupita Nyong’o, Mark Hamill, Oscar
Isaac.

DEC 26

Genre: Animation/Comedy
Cast: Will Smith, Tom Holland, Karen Gillan, Goldie Hawn,
Rashida Jones, DJ Khaled.

KL LIFESTYLE l 13
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ROEN CIAN
& CAREY NG
Finding Success In Love and Life
Having had their dream wedding
two years ago following a proposal
at the glaciers of Iceland, here
is Roen and Carey’s happy life –
parenting their young children Shae
and Bella, travelling the world and
focusing on the joys of being a
family. And in this festive season,
they tell us about the greatest gift
of their lives – the company of each
other.

ON ROEN:
TUXEDO, LORD’S 1974;
SHOES, DUNE LONDON;
TIMEPIECE, G STAR RAW
ON CAREY:
SEQUIN DRESS, NEEDLE & THREAD;
SHOES, CHIARRA FERRAGNI
14 l KL LIFESTYLE

WORDS BY SARA YEOH
PHOTOGRAPHER: BARATHAN AMUTHAN
@ FRAMESBYBARATHANAMUTHAN
HAIRSTYLIST: DEREK TAN @ ANAGEN
MAKE-UP: KERRY BEH
VENUE: ROBINSONS @ FOUR SEASONS PLACE KUALA LUMPUR
KL LIFESTYLE l 15
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HOW IS MARRIED LIFE?
R&C: I think married life didn’t change as much, as we
were going out for a long time. But having kids did.
We’ve been together since the end of 2012, so its seven
years now. The major shift is when we have two children
close together, because we’ve been living together from
the start of our relationship. So, what’s the difference
with being married? I proposed to Carey because I felt
like we were ready to move to the next stage. I took her
up to the furthest point in the glaciers of Iceland for the
big proposal. So, if she said no I would have left her
there – thank god, she didn’t.
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE WAY TO WASTE A DAY?
R&C: Netflix and chill (laughs). We spend more time at
home now because of the kids. Our youngest will be
eight months soon. So, you can’t go far, or stuff like that.
But now we’re homebodies. Before the children, we like
to go out on date nights
DO YOU GUYS MAKE TIME TO TRAVEL OFTEN?
R&C: Not as much as we’d like to now. Travelling
has always been our thing. Since we’ve met, we’ve
been travelling everywhere together. Now with the
kids, everything has to be strategic when we plan our
holidays. Like last year when Carey’s sister was getting
married in Korea, we tried to kill a few birds with one
stone – so we flew to Korea to catch up with the family,
attend the wedding and to squeeze in a holiday as well.
Currently, we’re planning a trip to the UK, where we
have friends there with children, so we will move around
with them.
WHAT ARE YOUR FAVOURITE SPOTS THUS FAR?
R: I like New York.
C: For me, it’s Iceland. I would go back there at some
point. It’s a different world out there. We’re so used to
the city, and we’ve been to beaches – we’re so used to
all these environments. But Iceland is a different thing
altogether. It’s a good retreat from wherever you are.

ON ROEN:
JACKET AND PANTS,
BENJAMIN BARKER;
TURTLENECK SWEATER,
NUDIE JEANS CO;
TIMEPIECE, SEVEN FRIDAY
ON CAREY:
DRESS, NEEDLE & THREAD

16 l KL LIFESTYLE

YOU GUYS ARE SUCH A STYLISH PAIR, TELL US ABOUT
YOUR PERSONAL STYLES.
R: I like certain brands like Kenzo, Alexander McQueen
and Hugo Boss – so I think the design aesthetics of these
brands have sort of become my personal style. I don’t
really need to dress up because I’m an entrepreneur, so I
can go to work as I am.

C: Now, being a mum of two, of course being stylish is
important, but comfort is key. So, I think my current look
kind of stems from that into something confident and
relaxed.
WHO IS THE MORE STYLISH BETWEEN THE TWO OF YOU?
R: Shae (their eldest daughter) is. She’s a rebel, and she
chooses what she wants. It doesn’t even have to match!
I can’t say who’s the more stylish between the two of us
because we both have a similar vibe. We don’t compete.
RAISING TWO CHILDREN SOUNDS LIKE A HANDFUL,
ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU’RE ALSO BUSY BEING ROEN
CIAN AND CAREY NG. HOW IS PARENTHOOD GOING
FOR YOU?
R: Parenthood is a lot tougher for Carey. She spends a
lot of time with the kids since Carey owns and runs the
school that the kids are at, which is Curious Child at Citta
Mall. The kids are there first half of the day from Monday
to Friday – which is good because it tires them out. It’s
also important that they’re spending time with other kids,
and they don’t get away with things when the teacher tells
them to do it like as they do at home.
C: We’re at the infancy of parenting as well. Now, we’re
being a mother and father to babies. We don’t really
need to think about the discipline yet, or creating values
and principles – all these things will only happen once
they start to understand. Now, we’re just at the very
beginning with our first daughter, so we’re still trying to
figure it out. It is definitely intense because we know that
these two human beings are the most important people in
our lives, and we only have one chance to mould them.
I think we both feel the anxiety sometimes, but we are
taking it one step at a time, just going with the flow and
we try to talk to as many people as we can to draw good
examples.
R: We speak about it a lot to compare notes with other
parents. If I can give one advice to other new parents
out there – don’t be afraid to ask for help. In Malaysia,
we’re fortunate we can get help from maids and parents,
and I don’t think that’s cheating. We have a great
support system where both of our parents whom we’re
so lucky to have around helps out, the school help out,
and occasionally my brother and his wife help out. It’s
important to tap into this support system so that we can
have time to focus on ourselves too.

KL LIFESTYLE l 17
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WHAT ARE YOUR CHILDREN LIKE?
C: Based on what we know now, I think the older one is
a lot like her father – a bit feisty, naughty and rebellious,
impatient... all the positive traits of the father. And the
younger one is a lot like me – even though she’s only
eight months and it might be too early to tell, it just seems
like it is based on what I observed.
R: Yeah, looks-wise and attitude-wise. But I’m sure it will
all change as time goes by. I’m happy with them looking
like their mum, because they are girls, right? Right now,
Shae has the characteristics of a first child (feisty, and a
little bit of a diva) – I think it developed from when she
was an only child. And now, she has to come to terms
with this other baby, who’s not going to be sent back to
the hospital, btw. So, we’ve understood that we were
going to give mad attention to Shae. We’ve brought
her to the hospital when Carey gave birth to our second
daughter, Bella, and went through the whole process of
introducing her to the new baby.
WHO DO YOU THINK THEY WILL TAKE AFTER, MUMMY
OR DADDY’S FOOTSTEPS?
R: I’m sure they will take a bit from here and there – that’s
how kids are, right?
C: I don’t think we think too much about who will be
following who’s footsteps. If they can forge a path on
their own and be happy with it and do well in it – we’re
more than happy.
HOW ARE YOUR DATE NIGHTS LIKE AFTER HAVING
CHILDREN?
R: We found this babysitting app. And it helps when we
go out for not too long. We choose the restaurants we go
to wisely, because we don’t get to go out as a couple that
much, and then have a nice meal there. We often end up
in Circa, which is a new bar I opened, and have a few
drinks there with other friends who have children as well.
And then we’ll call it a night. It won’t be a terribly late
night because the kids will wake up at the same time at
7 in the morning, no matter how many gin and tonics we
had the night before.
SO HOW WOULD AN IDEAL DATE NIGHT BE?
C: Not coming back to the kids for one night (laughs).
A staycation, preferably.
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R: I’d say good food – we went to Nadodi for our last
date – good wine, and good conversation.
BOTH OF YOU HAVE SUCH SUCCESSFUL CAREERS; CAN
EACH OF YOU TELL US WHAT WAS THE TURNING POINT
OF YOUR LIFE THAT MADE YOU SUCCESSFUL?
C: For me, the real turning point in my life was probably
joining the pageant. I was in architecture for four years
before I ventured into pageantry, and that propelled me
into a whole different profession and scene of people.
That was also how I met my husband, and he led my
hand into business and opened up new doors for me. I
wouldn’t call myself “successful” because I don’t know
what success is right now – monetary, or whatever. But
I’m comfortable growing in wherever I’m planted.
R: As a businessman since 2008 when I opened my
first bar, the turning point for me was when I stopped
being just an F&B guy – opening bars, restaurants and
stuff, and started building football fields, conceiving
Commonground and so on. I realised I shouldn’t be a
one-trick pony at an early stage because, truth be told,
the amount of time you put into a singular business may
not get you the same returns.
WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE BOTH OF YOU, CAREER-WISE?
R: Recently, I started doing bubble tea. I’m not going to
be bullish, since I’m married with two kids. I would love
to travel with the kids, although it’s not career-related,
but that’s just the stage I’m at in life right now.
C: If 80% of my career right now is my kids, does it
mean I have to make more kids? (Laughs). I think I just
need to balance it out now. I am almost a full-time mum
and I feel like this is the time for me to take good care of
my kids. But otherwise, it is to see Curious Child grow.
SINCE YOU GUYS ARE A MULTICULTURAL FAMILY, WHAT
ARE FESTIVE SEASONS LIKE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD?
R: For Christmas, we do all of it – put up a Christmas
tree, put presents under it and the likes. I’m half-Indian
and half-Chinese, so we celebrate Deepavali by having
meals with the family and Chinese New Year doing
all the rituals as well. But otherwise, the holidays in
Malaysia are for us to spend more time with the family
and just enjoy the festive mood.

IT IS THE END OF THE YEAR, WHAT ARE
SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS FOR YOU
GUYS IN 2019?
R&C: 2019 literally flew by! The highlight
of 2019 was definitely Bella, who came
into our lives. We actually met Bella
Hadid at a dinner and told her that we’re
gonna name our youngest daughter, Bella.
“You’re lying!” She told us, “I’m gonna
follow up and I’m gonna check up on
you.” So, we got scared and we were like,
“OMG, we have to name our daughter
Bella!”

ON ROEN:
JACKET AND PANTS, BENJAMIN BARKER;
TURTLENECK SWEATER, NUDIE JEANS CO;
TIMEPIECE, SEVEN FRIDAY
ON CAREY:
DRESS, NEEDLE & THREAD

IS THERE ANYTHING THAT YOU LOOK
FORWARD TO IN 2020?
R: I think you just have to look forward
to life and live in the moment, so I don’t
really come up with New Year’s resolutions
and all that. You have to just enjoy the
meal, enjoy the night out and enjoy the
holiday!
FINALLY, ON A MORE CANDID NOTE,
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE CHRISTMAS
SONG?
R: I listen to Westlife’s renditions of
Christmas songs. I’m not that into the
old-school stuff. I like it when boy bands
do Christmas songs, and I’d just play it on
Spotify.
C: I come from a Christian family, so our
family has always celebrated Christmas
first before Chinese New Year, and that’s
our main festivity. I remember the night
before Christmas, our parents would
always play Silent Night to wind us down.
So, the song would always give me
goosebumps and a sense of nostalgia.
WHAT DO YOU PLAN ON GIVING EACH
OTHER ON CHRISTMAS?
R&C: We’re not that big on presents, but
we like to talk about where we want to go
together. So, I guess that’s our gift to each
other. Like for our next birthdays, we’d like
to go to Japan together – we’ve not been
there, so I’d like it to be both our first time.
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LET’S LOOK BACK ON 2019!
Memorable highlights throughout the year
BY AGNES AUI

It seems as though it was just last week that 2019 started. Now we’re here, about
to experience the final month of this eventful year. It’s not uncommon that the year is
filled with times of peace and chaos, each event different from the years before. As
Malaysia prepares to usher in the new year, we thought we’d just press rewind and
recap on some highlights that made 2019 worth remembering:

FOOD

SPORTS

The one thing that all food
lovers (especially bubble tea
addicts) will not forget this year
is the emergence of multiple
bubble tea brands throughout
Malaysia. These brands even
opened outlets next to each
other, creating multiple streets
full of boba goodness! This
year, Malaysians witnessed
the opening of famous brands
like Xing Fu Tang, The Alley,
Tiger Sugar, Chatto, Daboba,
Pin Tea, 2D Café and more.
Some of the more adventurous
hearts took it upon themselves
to try as many brands in a day,
rating them from the scale of
one to 10. Others preferred visiting these shops for their photo-worthy
aesthetics, interactive games and unique drinking steps. Whatever it
may be, boba enthusiasts are definitely keeping their eyes peeled for
more.

Malaysia has produced famous and talented athletes that have
represented the country in various competitions worldwide.
Last year, local directors even filmed the movie ‘Ola Bola’
which showcased Malaysia’s legendary football team. Since
then, many others have appeared like divers Pandelela
Rinong and Ooi Tze Liang plus figure skater Julian Yee and
Paralympic sprinter Mohamad Ridzuan. However, 2019
witnessed the retirement of two irreplaceable sport figures –
squash player Datuk Nicol Ann David and badminton player
Datuk Lee Chong Wei. Though heartbreaking, we thank these
legends for putting Malaysia in the spotlight whenever they
competed internationally.

TECH

MUSIC
Twenty-nineteen saw growth in the local hip-hop scene with
countless rappers and artists making headlines, catching the
attention of those around the world. Homegrown YouTube
series ’16 Baris’ (16 Lines) went live with its second season
this year and has inspired youths to embrace the hip hop
scene and get involved in its culture. Malaysian rapper Noor
Ayu Fatini Mohd Bakhari who goes by the name Bunga
(Flower) made international headlines for performing in
a hijab and baju kurung as mentioned by Channel News
Asia, while Malaysian rapper Yogeswaran Veerasingam
whose stage name is Yogi B, won a Gold Mic Award Icon of
Inspiration for Rap Music in India.

ENVIRONMENT
It’s goodbye plastic straws this year as
Selangor and the Federal Territories
issued a ban on it that was effective
from 2019. The policy was implemented
to increase environmental awareness
of the long-term impact of plastic on
the environment, eliminate single-use
plastics and to reduce plastic pollution.
Restaurants and eateries are no longer
allowed to place plastic straws in drinks
or provide them on tables and counters
for consumers to take. Ever since the ban,
many have moved to reusable straws
made from metal or silicone and singleuse paper straws that can be recycled
after being used. So, if you’re still using
plastic straws, don’t hesitate to ditch it for
the love of Mother Earth.
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Whether it’s smart watches, phones, cameras, laptops or televisions
– there’s always new gadgets available in the market almost every
month each year. In 2019, it was all about combining high-definition
cameras and smart phones together while introducing wireless
earphones to the audience as well. This led to the launch of the
Huawei P30 Pro in the first quarter of the year and the iPhone 11
Pro just a few months ago. One of the similarities is camera qualities
of both phones, giving joy to tech fans and photo enthusiasts. Other
new items in the tech industry this year are the wireless earphones like
earbuds by Huawei, Redmi, Xiaomi and more alongside airpods by
Apple.
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BRING ON THE NEW YEAR
20 things to look forward to in 2020
BY AGNES AUI

Starlux Airline

A New Decade

Amazon opens
grocery store

Coachella 2020

1. START OF A NEW DECADE
Say hello to a new decade, most likely
called the 2020’s (pronounced as ‘twentytwenties’). This decade may also signify a
new generation as the customary gap is of
approximately 20 years.

5. 2020 SUMMER OLYMPICS
Something that athletes look forward to,
the 2020 Summer Olympics will be held
in Tokyo, Japan with an expected 206
participating nations and 11,091 athletes.

2. LEAP YEAR
Rejoice leap year babies, it’s your time to
shine! The wait is over and now you can
celebrate on your actual birth date.

6. NASA’S MARS 2020 MISSION
This coming year, NASA will launch a robot
to Mars between July 17 to August 15 2020
to seek for signs of habitable conditions and
past microbial life.

3. FESTIVE CELEBRATIONS
Bring out the festive food and fashion
because the Chinese New Year, Hari Raya
and Deepavali celebrations are coming
again!

7. THE US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Incumbent president Donald Trump of the
Republican party will run again in the US
Presidential Election, scheduled to be held on
November 3 2020.

4. MORE ELECTRIC BUSES IN MALAYSIA
Following the 2020 Budget, the Malaysian
government aims to invest RM450 million
in acquiring up to 500 electric buses
nationwide.

8. RARE CONJUNCTION OF JUPITER AND
SATURN
Named the great conjunction, this
occurrence will happen on December 21
in the night sky for seven arc minutes. This
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happens once every 20 years and the next is
expected in 2040.
9. JAPAN WILL FINISH BUILDING A ROBOT
MOON BASE
Built by robots for robots, Japan’s plan of
an unmanned lunar base should be up and
running by 2020 according to Popular Science.
The base will act as a working or living space
for future robots.
10. RARE SOLSTICE RING OF FIRE ECLIPSE
The Solstice Ring of Fire Eclipse which actually
happens annularly will have the Sun 99%
obscured this year, lasting up to a minute and
making it a rare event.
11. PS5 RELEASE
According to Sony, the new PS5 will be
released between October and December
2020. The console, officially called PlayStation
5, will still play discs and is compatible with
PSVR hardware.

NASA
Mars 2020
mission

12. IPHONE 12 DROPS
The iPhone 12 is set to be released in
September 2020 and may feature Sony’s
new camera sensor, the IMX686. There
is also speculation on a fourth lens but
nothing has been confirmed so far.
13. TAIWAN’S STARLUX AIRLINES LAUNCH
Airline startup by former EVA Air
chairman, Chang Kuo-wei will begin
operations on January 23 2020 to three
destinations namely Da Nang, Macao and
Penang.
14. LAUNCH OF THE ONLY AFRICAN
AMERICAN NEWS NETWORK IN AMERICA
Black News Channel (BNC), co-founded
by J.C. Watts and CEO Bob Brillante will
be launched on January 6 2020. The
network aims to inspire and empower
African American viewers.

15. GENTING OUTDOOR THEME PARK
OPENS
Genting’s outdoor theme park is expected
to open in the Q3 of 2020. There will be
various types of tickets available including
annual, day, priority and VIP tour passes
according to the management.

18. POSSIBLE RETURN OF VS FASHION
SHOW
In 2019, Victoria’s Secret shockingly
cancelled the VS Fashion Show, a first in
23 years since 1995. It’s been rumoured to
come back in 2020 though nothing has been
confirmed.

16. WORLD’S FIRST ROTATING SKYSCRAPER
TO BE BUILT
Proposed in 2008 by architect David Fisher,
the 80-storey Dynamic Tower will finally be
built. It will be the world’s first skyscraper
made up of separate rotating floors

19. AMAZON GROCERY STORE
The Verge has said that Amazon would be
opening a grocery store chain in Woodland
Hills, California. It was reported that the store
might be housed in what was once a Toys R
Us shop.

17. MET GALA 2020
Met Gala is where celebrities go all out on
red carpet looks to fit extravagant themes.
Its 2020 theme is “About Time: Fashion and
Duration”, so be ready to spot some nostalgic
pieces.

20. COACHELLA 2020
Coachella 2020 will be held over two
weekends in April 2020 at the Empire Polo
Club in Indio California. Tentative lineups
are Rage Against The Machine and Frank
Ocean.
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ROTTNEST ISLAND, WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Located 18 kilometres off the coast of
Western Australia, Rottnest Island is a
25-minute ferry ride from Fremantle and
90 minutes from Perth’s Barrack Street
Jetty.
Aside from service vehicles, Rottnest
Island is a car-free zone with wide
paved roads designed for easy, breezy
cycling.

TWO-WHEELED
TRAVELS:

BEAUTIFUL
DESTINATIONS TO
EXPLORE BY BIKE
BY CRYSTAL CHONG

P

art of the appeal of travel is being
able to see and simply be in a new
place. To experience it all, from the
sights to the food and culture. Beyond
taxis, trains and buses, cycling can often
be a great alternative for locals and
travellers alike to get around.
Whether you’re off to a must-see
monument or a must-try ice cream shop,
by taking away the doors and windows
separating you from the world outside,
cycling gives you a chance to truly
know a place, breathe its air and feel its
energy.
If you’re looking for a bigger adventure
and at the same time lessen your impact
on the environment, consider these
bike-friendly destinations for your next
holiday.

Upon arriving at the ferry terminal,
you’ll find a bike rental shop just a
short walk away. There on, you’re free
to explore the nature reserve as you
please, discovering along the way
soft-sand beaches, snorkelling spots,
waters in the most beautiful shades of
blue, a pink lake, and not to forget,
unique wildlife, such as fur seals and the
famous quokka.

COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

Known as the first ‘bike city’ in the
world, Copenhagen has over 390
kilometres of bike lanes and about half
of the people living in the city travel
to work by bike. This means there are
ample facilities to ensure a safe and
comfortable introduction to the Danish
capital’s biking culture.
Rent a bike and ride over to the
picturesque harbour of Nyhavn where
you can sit at a cafe and people
watch. Stop by at The Round Tower
(Rundertaarn) for panoramic views
of the city, or pedal your way to the
iconic Little Mermaid statue, built in
1913 based on the fairy tale by Hans
Christian Andersen.

trails, secret lanes and small village roads
awaiting cyclists.
As some sections of the journey may
require sharing the road with cars,
consider joining a bike tour for added
safety and support.

THE DANUBE, EUROPE

For a multi-day, multi-country cycling
adventure, the Danube River makes a
great choice for both beginners and pros.
Stretching from Germany to the Ukraine
and crossing through 10 countries, the
Danube offers many beautiful landscapes
and charming villages you’d want to take
your time to admire.
The well-developed bike path is mostly flat
(apart from a few hillside villages), with
signages making it a breeze to move from
town to town.
The most popular and easiest route starts
from Passau, Germany and ends in
Vienna, Austria. But, if you’re looking to
wander further, you can opt to ride an
extra 60 km to Bratislava, Slovakia. This
journey takes around a week, but, if you’d
like to take it slow and really get to know
each and every single stop that interests
you, give yourself two weeks or more.
An alternative route is to start in Vienna
and cycle to Budapest, where there are
thermal baths waiting to ease any muscle
aches.

HELSINKI, FINLAND

See the word ‘Finland’ and you might think
Santa Claus, the Northern Lights, saunas,
or maybe even the film, Confessions of a
Shopaholic.

If you’re up for it, you can even go
beyond the city limits with the network
of Cycle Superhighways leading you to
nearby suburbs.

But beyond that, Helsinki is also home to
a 1200-kilometre network of bike paths
that makes it easy to get around on two
wheels.

UBUD, BALI

Cycle through the Balinese countryside
and say hello to the friendly locals going
about their daily routines.

From the bustling city to the quiet fields
and forests, and even to the islands, cycle
past beautiful sights and when something
catches your eye, park your bike and set
off to explore on foot.

A variety of terrain exists in Bali and
while biking in Denpasar and Kuta
might not be the best choices due to
the chaotic traffic, Ubud presents a
serene setting with paddy fields, forest

When the legs get tired, know that you can
always head back to your hotel with your
bike on the trains. That’s always a good
back-up plan.
Copenhagen
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CAN’T STOP SHOPPING?
How to control impulsive shopping
BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL

I

mpulsive shopping is a benign
version of retail therapy, where
spending beyond your means and
making unnecessary purchases may
lead you to either feeling buyer’s
remorse or falling into a debt trap.
Impulsive shopping stems from the
need for instant gratification. Sure, it
does feel great at first but how long
does that last? The moment you start
regretting it and it badly affects your
finances, you know something isn’t
right. However, it’s not too late to take
back control. Here are some mindful
practices to consider the next time you
feel the need to spend impulsively.

1. WAIT FOR IT
More often that not, you may regret
the things you buy than the things you
don’t. So, if you do find something you
like, get the shop to reserve it or leave
it in your shopping cart for at least 24
hours. When you have time to think
about it, you are more likely to make a
clear and uninfluenced decision about
your purchase.

2. TELL YOUR WARDROBE, “YOU’RE
ENOUGH.”
Fashion changes every single day. So,
catching up with the latest trends isn’t a
feasible task unless you were born with
a silver spoon. Most of us have enough

to wear and reminding ourselves of it
is more empowering in the long run. If
you do have something special coming
up, reach out to your friends or a
community swap meet for a new look.

3. MAKE A WANT OR NEED LIST
A list is great to keep you on track with
your purchases. It will help you to resist
the allure of sales and promotions.
Update it monthly if you do find an item
you need during a season sale but aim
to not buy it immediately and focus on
the needed items first.

4. UNSUBSCRIBE TO NEWSLETTERS
AND NOTIFICATIONS
Newsletters and app notifications go
through stringent marketing processes
and algorithms to ensure that you end
up making a purchase. When you do
go online to browse, use incognito
mode to browse so the platform doesn’t
get the chance to save your data.

5. DON’T SHOP AS RETAIL THERAPY
Evaluate your mood and feelings before
you consider going shopping. Whether
you are feeling excited or having a bad
day, understand that shopping isn’t a
means to make it better. In some sense,
it might make it worse when you regret
buying something you didn’t need or
couldn’t afford.

Photo by katemangostar on freepik
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Clockwise: Rojak, ABC, Luckin
Kopi Kaw, Petai Pasta, Hainanese
Chicken Chop, Luckin Toast and
Nasi Lemak

If Only Restaurant’s highlights
and bestsellers

If Only Restaurant

Luckin Kopi

Home of Comfort Food and Specialty Coffee

Bites of Nostalgia

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

S

aunter into the kopitiam façade of Luckin Kopi to find a juxtaposition
of old and new architecture. Its 150-year-old seemingly intimate Nasi Lemak
space opens to a bounteous dining area upon treading further Those who relish in nasi lemak, mee siam and Indo mee can rejoice
for its customisable option that sees an array of delights to cater to any
in – revealing more of its heritage-meet-boho vibes.
palate preference. These include a choice of chicken karaage, ayam
With a stance that connection can be developed with a cup of coffee, berempah, curry chicken, rendang chicken, buttermilk chicken, prawn
Luckin Kopi offers an experience, tradition and discovery centred sambal, sambal sotong, sambal petai and buttermilk prawn. Seal the
around traditional coffee and good food. The menu here is a creative culinary experience with a glass of kopi kaw ice and thank us later.
rendition of Malaysian classics and would evoke nostalgia for many.
Hainanese Chicken Chop
Rojak
Simple, sinful and scrumptious are the words that come to mind when
We picked the rojak as our light starter, washing the palate with its describing the Hainanese Chicken Chop. The chicken chop is fried to
sweet and savoury repertoire, balanced with a hint of spice and built a delicious crisp, creating a crunchy outer layer and reveals a tender,
appetite for what came after. The medley of local fruits created a succulent meat on the inside. Paired with a side of homemade sauce,
delightful crunch.
drizzle it all over the chicken to experience subtle flavours boosting the
chicken chop’s character.
Luckin Toast
The hallmark of a typical Malaysian breakfast at a kopitiam is none Petai Pasta
other than half boiled eggs complemented by toast. Luckin Kopi brings The pièce de résistance at this charming café, in our opinion is
us the Luckin Toast, an assemblage of five pieces of Hainan bread that undoubtedly, the Petai Pasta – a stroke of genius which rendered us
goes perfectly with its four generous accompaniements – kaya, peanut complete awe. Don’t scrunch your noses just yet because the bold and
butter, Nutella and butter.
unique matrimony of petai sambal and aglio olio pasta concocted an
avant-garde dish. Locals will approve the spiced sambal with prawns
Luckin Kopi Kaw
and petai as it gives the pasta a truly Malaysian kick.
The aroma of the Luckin Kopi Kaw lingered and tickled our noses even
before it reached the table. A sip of this kopitiam staple will have you
prancing down memory lane. Its traditional and familiar taste of coffee Luckin Kopi *Casual dining *Local Cuisine *Halal
14, Jalan Panggong, City Centre, 50000 Kuala Lumpur.
is blended with necessary ‘kawness’ – a true treat for the senses.
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estled in Regal House, Jalan U Thant is a spanking new
restaurant – If Only. Escaping the clatter of hotels, restaurants
and street-food stalls along Jalan Tun Razak, If Only embraces
the quietude of its surroundings and offers solitude, besides offering
brilliant fare and specialty coffee.

and curry leaves in a spicy creamy sauce that seals the deal. Dip the
rustic bread in the sauce and top it off with a clam for an exquisite
experience.

If Only Big Breakfast Was This Big
Mighty and hearty it arrived, boasting its well-assembled platter of two
eggs cooked to your liking (scrambled, fried/ 63-degree Celcius), beef
bacon, two chicken sausages, sautéed mushrooms, half an avocado,
vegetable, hash and grilled tomatoes served with homemade rustic
bread. Whether shared or indulged individually, this breakfast for
champions will have you soaring through the day.

Grilled Chicken Sandwich
Canoodling the flavourful, grilled marinated chicken thigh are
handmade crusty breads on either side. Its taste profile is elevated by the
addition of mesclun salad, tomato, cheddar, tomato relish, homemade
mayo and a generous serving of handcut potato fries. Every mouthful
was tender and packed with intended piquancy – what a simple yet
wonderful treat for the palate.

Ooh Lala
A waft of creamy deliciousness greeted our noses first, followed by
the arrival of a bowlful of steaming Ooh Lala. Best eaten while hot, its
delectable flavours are owed to the incorporation of Bentong ginger

If Only Restaurant *Fusion *Casual Dining
Ground floor, Regal House, 1, Jalan U Thant,
Taman U Thant, 55000 Kuala Lumpur.

Gohma Mee Hun Kueh
For comfort seekers, If Only’s Gohma Mee Hun Kueh will have you
Inside, wood grains, granite and distressed whites dominate the space, missing your gohma’s cooking. The culinary team has brilliantly
inviting a minimalist feel. Every nook and crevice of this eatery has captured the flavours and nostalgia of this classic dish. Choose between
been styled for the gram with its inspiration being the tropical vibe of soup or dry rendition and relish in the tender, hand-pulled duck egg
Bali. Close your eyes and you could be in Bali. The playful menu sees noodles paired with the typical chicken mince with mushroom, black
a blend of local and global influences, with each dish carrying its own fungus, fried beancurd skin, 63-degree Celcius egg, bok choy and
identity.
anchovies, served with dried prawn chilli paste.
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Garage 51 x Häagen-Dazs
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Embracing the holidays and the jolly season, Garage 51 has teamed up
with famed ice cream brand, Häagen-Dazs to bring forth Christmas joy and
wonder through ice cream. Charmingly entitled, ‘A Messed-Up Holiday’,
this collaboration evokes nostalgia – of the good old days when we would
run out to meet the ice cream man to get an ice cream sandwich or ‘roti
aiskrim’ and the melting ice cream would contribute to a glorious mess.
Co-founder of Garage 51, Kar Heng, relates that ice cream is the closest
way we can experience the cold apart from mountaintop holidays. In a
true Garage 51 style, they have given the humble ice cream sandwich a
contemporary and festive twist where the toppings are like ornaments on a
Christmas tree.
The Messed-Up Holiday range sees a variety of ice cream to choose from
such as matcha, Belgian chocolate, salted caramel, mango and raspberry
to name a few. The ice cream flavours are customisable according to your
preference, so don’t be afraid to experiment. Select between a charcoal
cone or charcoal bun to experience a joyous mess. In the spirit of sharing,
gather up the clan and head over to Garage 51 for a messy treat!

Garage 51 *Dessert *Pork-free
51, Jalan PJS 11/9, Bandar Sunway, 47500 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

VietThai’s elegant interior

VietThai’s offerings are a marriage of Thai, Vietnamese and Chinese cuisine

Viet Thai

Kampung Contemporary Dining
BY CRYSTAL CHONG

Sit back, relax and enjoy a meal in your home away from home at
Kampung Contemporary Dining in Section 17, Petaling Jaya. Set in a
comfortable space with rattan chairs, hanging plants and plenty of natural
light, the humble restaurant serves Melaka nyonya dishes passed down
from the Peranakan-Hokkien head chef’s mother.
From classic to contemporary recipes, the husband-and-wife team is
committed to sourcing ingredients locally and making their sauces from
scratch.
For lunch, we started with the Melaka Pork Satay – chunky, organic pork on
sticks, dipped in peanut sauce with pineapple bits.
Next were the mains, delicious dishes best savoured with a plate (or two) of
steamed rice. In the mood for seafood, we ordered the wild-caught Assam
Fish, where instead of sugar, starfruit is used to give a fruity, sweet taste.
Adding to that was the Pineapple Prawn Curry, thoughtfully prepared in a
way that makes shelling the prawns with your fork and spoon easy. To get
our dose of vegetables, we had the Charred Eggplant, served with carrot
and cucumber cubes in homemade salsa.
If you’re dining alone, opt for the individual set meals, featuring nasi lemak
with pork curry, chicken rendang, or lean siu yuk topped with crunchy pork
lard. Whatever you choose, remember to end your meal with the Melaka
Cendol Ice, served with fragrant gula Melaka, in-house cendol, fresh
coconut milk and a dollop of red beans.

Kampung Contemporary Dining
*Modern Melaka Nyonya *Non-halal
11, Jalan 17/45, Seksyen 17, 46400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
012-737 2085
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Hongkie Chef Honours Neighbouring Cuisines
BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL

O

ne of the biggest upsides of the
raining season of late is having an
excuse to head out for a bowl of Tom
Yum soup or Pho. You can have both at Viet
Thai, located at the corner of Jalan Datuk
Sulaiman. The kitchen is helmed by Chef
Kam, a Hong Kong citizen who received his
training in Switzerland while his Malaysian
wife, Carine manages the restaurant with
genuine hospitality.

Fried Siakap (Seabass) with Hot & Sour Sauce
Viet Thai practices a la minute preparation
which explains why this fried seabass had
a perfectly crispy exterior with tender flesh
marinated with the house-made hot and sour
sauce. A bit of Thai flair is apparent with the
toppings of fresh sliced mango, onion, mint,
parsley, peanuts and fresh tomatoes. This is a
fish swimming in a myriad of flavours that will
keep you digging in for more.

Having a restaurant in Taman Tun Ismail is
no easy endeavour but clearly with almost
hitting five years of operation and having
a steady regular customer base, there must
be something Viet Thai is doing right. To
investigate, we paid a visit to the restaurant.
Here are our thoughts on Viet Thai’s signature
dishes:

Vietnamese Lamb Rack
It doesn’t just take a good eye for premium
cuts or the right cooking technique.
Marination is key and that’s why Chef Kam
invests an hour to marinate his lambs which
are grilled to medium rare. The evenly
portioned lamb racks are doused in a lighttextured dark sauce that tingles the tastebuds
with thin diced chillies adding a mild heat.

Vietnamese Spring Rolls
The restaurant’s most popular starter earned
its laurels in each bite we took. It was utterly
addictive with the sublime combination of
crispy, sweet, tangy and fresh flavours known
to be quintessential in Vietnamese cuisine.

Seafood Tom Yum Pot
The star of our visit was undoubtly the
Seafood Tom Yum, presented with massive
freshwater prawns which are locally sourced
for optimal freshness. Served in a hot pot
style, the dish is the perfect succour for a

dreary or rainy day. Unlike most Tom Yum
soups, Viet Thai’s Tom Yum has a thicker
consistency. It has a delicate sweetness
underneath the layer of comforting spices
which we suspect is because of the fresh
seafood – prawns, squid and chicken. My
favourite scallop mushrooms are also found in
this massive pot that could feed three to four
people.
It’s no wonder there are so many regulars
at this charming restaurant. Even royals are
said to dine here to enjoy their favourite dish
– French Oxtail Pot that uses Australian beef,
made tender from five hours of braising. Be
sure to leave room for dessert, the French
Toast with Ice Cream will give texture lovers
an out-of-this-world experience. If you prefer
a more local approach, then have the Mango
Cincau with Ice Cream that caresses your
palate with smooth and fruity sweetness.

Viet Thai *Halal *Thai *Vietnamese *Chinese
4, Jalan Datuk Sulaiman, Taman Tun Dr Ismail,
60000 Kuala Lumpur
03-7733 7718
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Jing Ze Contemporary
Asian Restaurant
Culture on Every Plate
BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL

A

t 30, Chef Nicholas Scorpion has travelled and worked in over nine cities, done jail time for preferring
to cook than go through national service, worked in a Michelin-star restaurant, and today he runs his
eponymous restaurant in Seksyen 17, Petaling Jaya. He is also in the midst of opening a slightly more
minimalistic version of the establishment in Bali. What does the young Singaporean have to offer to Malaysia’s
culinary scene? We ventured to Jing Ze Contemporary Asian Restaurant to find out.

Roast Duck

The interior featured rustic furnishings with wicker accents and live greenery. There are two levels to dine in
with a private room upstairs available with prior booking to celebrate your special moments in an intimate
space. Chef Nick aims to transform the open kitchen upstairs into a pastry kitchen where his guests can enjoy
dessert degustation as an extension of the Jing Ze experience.
With a seat at the Chef’s Table, we knew we picked the right spot to understand Chef Nick’s unorthodox
culinary approach. Our seats gave us the view of the open kitchen with Chef Nick and Chef Kelvin (junior sous
chef) preparing our meal right in front of us. We started off with the Lo Mai Kai Wings, which takes a playful
yet brilliantly creative approach to a local favourite by reverse engineering the Lo Mai Kai cooking process.
A boned chicken wing deep-friend in breadcrumbs has with fermented pork sausage filling and served with
a curry-flavoured sauce to tentalise the tastebuds. Up next was a Filipino-inspired Pork Chicharon, deep-fried
pork skin, which seamlessly crumbled in our mouths, bursting with flavour.
Crispy Pork Bossam

Smokey Old Bastard

The next dish might look simple but the ingredients indicted otherwise. The Chicken Liver Mousse was served
with housemade sourdough. The chicken liver was frozen, then grated which gave it a unique airy texture
accentuated by the Szechuan oil and locally-sourced mulberry. That’s right, Malaysia does have its very own
mulberry farm in Pahang. Having Chef Nick and Chef Kelvin gleefully share the story of how they discovered
Little Farm on the Hill was priceless. Which is what the Chef Table is mostly about from what I’ve gathered so
far. Creating connections that go beyond food, connecting with cultures and people filled with passion.
Seared Tuna crusted with pepper served with horseradish cream to add an exciting new way of enjoying
wasabi flavours eschew the fear of having too much. For small appetites, the Crispy Pork Belly Bossam is an
apt choice. A Korean-inspired dish to be devoured in asam style. First, put the lettuce in your palm and layer
with the fresh herbs, then place the pork belly, kimchi, sauce and enjoy it in one bite. We also recommend the
Bunga Kantan Seabass, a Balinese-inspired dish served with wing bean salad and doused in Menega Bakar
glaze and Kecombrang sauce.
We were pretty glad to end the year with Jing Ze’s culinary offerings. We got to taste so many parts of
Southeast Asia without leaving Petaling Jaya. The vibe of the restaurant is cozy and inviting so you don’t have
to worry about dressing up for the occasion. When evening fell, as we savoured each drop of the tipples
(Coconut Espresso Martini and Smokey Old Bastard), we realised we had uncovered more than we bargained
for given how close Jing Ze is to our office. So, don’t be surprised to catch us there stuffing our faces.

Jing Ze Contemporary Asian Restaurant
*Non-Halal *Southeast Asian Cuisine
No.22A Ground & Mezzanine Floors, Jalan 17/54, Section 17, 46400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
03-7931 4801

Molten Chocolate Cake
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Seared Tuna’
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Contaminated Omakase

Black Mussels

Taka

Ladurée

BY SARA YEOH

BY SARA YEOH

There was no flashy sushi at Taka at the St. Regis Kuala Lumpur.
But the omakase here was an understated luxury, where top-notch
ingredients made polished dishes and the unassuming counter is
made of 300-year-old hinoki wood to elevate your senses while you
dine.

Perhaps a salad, chia pudding and turmeric lattes are not what you
might expect when you pay Ladurée as visit. But the iconic pastel
green-wrapped sweets and house pastry might be going even
greener with its new health-focused, vegetarian menu. Like a box of
its macarons, Ladurée is certainly full of surprises – and so we were
pleasantly surprised when we had its Rainbowl, a beautiful salad with
a spelt seed base, topped with colourful ingredients like sweet potato,
avocado, edamame and red cabbage to meet our 5 a day.

The courses here are designed to make you appreciate the quality of
the ingredients, from the freshest bafun uni from Hokkaido on its own
to start the course, steamed abalone to be eaten with its liver sauce,
to the sweetest hairy crab in a roll, and a steamed octopus enhanced
by a sweet flavour.
Taka’s omakase is broken up with appetisers served in between
sushi courses, so that the meal feels lighter. And when the sushi chef
does put a sushi on your tray, they have a 10-second rule for you to
put it in your mouth, so that you can enjoy the sushi at its optimum
temperature, taste and texture. With that in mind, we have tasted the
best of a fatty tuna with pickled radish sushi, black throat sushi and
many more.
It is typical here to end the omakase with the heavier-flavoured
anago or sea eel, a seaweed roll and tamagoyaki, which comes last.
Having tamago at the end of the course functions like a dessert, and
sushi connoisseurs will tell how good the chef is by his tamago. In that
case, we have no doubt that Suzuki-san, the man behind Taka’s sushi
counter, will pass the test.

Taka
*Pork-free *Japanese Cuisine
Level 3A, The St. Regis Kuala Lumpur No. 6,
Jalan Stesen Sentral 2, Kuala Lumpur Sentral,
50470 Kuala Lumpur,
012-330 3600
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Soft-shell crab briyani

Jhann

Serving Indian Savoir-Faire
BY SARA YEOH

F

For the savoury-inclined, there is an avocado toast with smoked
salmon and soft-boiled egg on a mousseline brioche, as well as
vegetarian options like the tomato rigatoni pasta. And for those who
are watching their diet, the coconut yogurt topped with strawberries,
raspberries and coconut flakes, or the almond milk chia pudding with
banana, cocoa granola and chocolates are far from dreadful, as
some healthy choices may be.

eel like a modern-day Manish Aroraclad Delhi princess while you sip on
Jhann’s Bombay-forward cocktails,
each uniquely spiced with Indian twists
like chai and chutney – and this is how we
like to start our nights at Jhann.

Finally, what is a visit to Ladurée without the macarons – all diet aside?
Sugar and calories may raise such gaieté de coeur while you cheat
on your carb-free diet at Ladurée. But indulging in its macarons while
infusing health and beauty benefits have never been this effortless
with its four new flavours made from “super” ingredients. The super
macarons come in flavours like anti-ageing matcha and moringa,
antioxidant pomegranate chocolate, vitamin-rich baobab mango
passion and mineral-abundant amande lucuma. Just like the French,
we like things to be effortless, even sneaking in healthy touches in our
guilty pleasures!

Looking at the flamboyantly-outfitted
restaurant reminiscent of a mansion with
its black-and-white marble tiles, custommade Iranian marble tables, velvetupholstered dining chairs, and Roman
poles – it is no wonder that the in-crowd of
KL loves to flock to this spot to satisfy their
Indian cravings.

Laduree
*Pork-free *Healthy
Lot 3.32 Level 3, Pavilion Kuala Lumpur, 168,
Bukit Bintang Street, Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala Lumpur
03-2110 3747

Interior

Like its interior, Jhann’s menu puts a
polished and contemporary flair to
traditional North Indian cuisine. Despite
the modern interpretations, the feast that
you have here will not look out of place
on the table under a chhatri. To start, there

was a papadum affair, a variety of the thin,
crispy treats served with an array of chutneys
like tamarind, mint and mango. You must
also order the keema, or minced mutton that
packs a punch with its robust spices, served
on top of romaine lettuce as opposed to the
traditional naan or roti to make a lighter
appetiser. For something classic and familiar,
order their onion bhaji, or as they playfully
call it – onion beignet.
Trust the Indians to infuse incredible flavours
into vegetarian dishes. We loved the curried
cauliflower, cooked in the richest cashew and
butter gravy – perfect on its own, with a plain
naan, or with briyani. Vegetarians can also
opt for the roasted aubergine steak, topped
with pan-fried shallots, red chilli and mustard
oil for its intense flavours. Speaking of the
briyani, the star at Jhann is definitely the soft
shell crab briyani – an unusual but charming
pairing with the fragrant rice dish.

Kizmet

The fun you will experience at Jhann
is mixing and matching the mains with
naan or rice. One perfect match we
encountered was the velvety black
mussels curry with a truffled naan. If you
are having the squid picante cooked in
masala, pair it with a buttered naan to
balance out the spiciness.
To end the feast, there was rasgulla, a
syrupy ball-shaped dumpling that arrived
along with the theatrics of liquid fire
poured on top when served. Otherwise,
have the light and airy coconut sorbet with
tandoor-grilled pineapple on the side, for
a more delicate ending.
Jhann
*Pork-free *Indian Cuisine
6, Jalan Medan Setia 2, Bukit Damansara,
50490 Kuala Lumpur
017-324 4323
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FLOUR
North Indian dishes passed
through
generations
are
reinvented to create the ultimate
fine dining experience at
FLOUR.

Best of Fine Dining 2019

It is said that North Indian
food is richer and more
colourful with spices. Couple
that with the fervour and
dedication of Chef Yogi and his
team, and we have carefully
crafted explosions of flavours
delighting us throughout the
10-course dinner.

Chef-curated courses that have captured our hearts
BY CRYSTAL CHONG

ED.JU OMAKASE
As omakases go, ed.ju would be one of our
top recommendations. Its name is derived
from a combination of executive chef Eddie
Ng’s name and the Japanese word for ten.

This year has been a wild gastronomical adventure
for us. Between exploring new culinary offerings and
revisiting old favourites, we had the chance to experience
some of the city’s best fine dining restaurants.

Why ten? Because there are only ten seats in
the restaurant, giving guests a more intimate
and immersive dining experience.

Here, we round up the ones that stood out most to us.

As a unique take on the Japanese tradition,
the omakase here is said to be ‘contaminated’
with techniques and flavours reflecting the
team’s diverse backgrounds.

DC RESTAURANT
As one of the most celebrated fine dining experiences in Kuala Lumpur, DC
Restaurant deserves a place at the top of anyone’s list.
We were there to try its 7-course spring menu, and from the amuse bouche
of sensational tartlets to the seafood medley that served as a channel for the
chef’s artistic expression, each bite taken was a journey on its own.

What’s to note is that ed.ju is also the first
aged sushi omakase experience in KL. As
Eddie shared with us, ageing sashimi causes
enzymes to break down the meat, which
softens the texture and produces natural
glutamate for increased umaminess.

With the union of French techniques and high-quality local ingredients, the
food at DC is complex yet honest, and modern yet respectful of tradition.
SAINT PIERRE
True to its name, the 10-course Adventure
menu at the renowned Saint Pierre was an
experience for the books. From the Osietra
caviar to the juicy Alaskan king crab cooked
to perfection, the courses were bursting with
modern French flavours notably laced with
Asian influences.
The highlight, however, was when Chef
KimKevin De Dood showcased the Dessert
Tile. While seated at our table, we were
mesmerised by his technical mastery
showcased live with intricate desserts and
‘Celebrate at Saint Pierre’ spelt out in
chocolate. The finale was a smokescreen,
created by the strawberry stones in liquid
nitrogen.

36 l KL LIFESTYLE

Two dishes to note are the
Machher Jhol, a well-balanced
fish with fresh mangoes,
mustard and chilli, and the
Khichdi, a comforting and
healthy dish made primarily of
rice and lentils.

That in itself earns ed.ju a place on any
sashimi fiend’s list.

SUSHI ORIBE
The second Japanese restaurant to make it to our list, Sushi Oribe at Vipod Residences gives
KL-ites a quiet escape from the bustling city. Here, guests can relax with servings of sushi and
sashmi made with only the freshest of ingredients.
If you choose the omakase experience, you can look forward to Master Chef Naoya Kawasaki
crafting your meal, demonstrating his culinary prowess and showmanship with dishes that will
leave an imprint on you for years to come.
With the menu at Sushi Oribe changing according to the seasons in Japan, perhaps now’s the
time for us to revisit the restaurant for a taste of their winter selection!
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NIGHTLIFE

NIGHTLIFE

Gridiron Sports Café and Lounge

to park your spirits for the year with
a minimum spend of RM10,000. A
worthwhile spend especially if you are
a fan of cigars, premium whiskey labels
and acoustic entertainment.
For your next tête-á-tête, we recommend
starting off with the Lychee Martini.
A light and easy drink to kickstart
your evening, with a fruity entry on
the palate and a delightful malty
finish. Our palates were perked up to
pick up a cigar but with our lack of
experience, we turned to the in-house
cigar sommelier, Jeremy Tay (co-owner
who stocks Humidor and founder of
Puros Asia). He regaled us with tales
of revelry on the colourful history of
cigar and the inception of cigar-whiskey
pairings.
Our next drink was the Irish Mist, a
well-bodied concoction made from Irish
Whisky, gingerbread syrup, lemon
juice, egg white and angostura bitter.
Perfectly balanced, the drink is piquant
with a tart finish. What followed was a
more floral taste profile in the form of
the Elderflower Yuzu Collins. The ginbased cocktail had us applauding the
brilliant marriage between juniper berry
and elderflower. Finished with sweet
notes of yuzu, and balanced with thyme
and lemon juice.

The Cabinet KL
Cigars, Cocktails and Whiskey
BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL

T

ucked in the unassuming Lorong
Maroof between a Sri Lankan
restaurant and a sundry shop,
The Cabinet KL offers a wide range of
whiskey, cigars and cocktails. There isn’t
a big neon sign to show you where the
bar is but with the valet right out front,
we don’t think you will struggle with
finding the place. We walked in feeling
like we were transported into a film noir
set, as the room was filled with amber
lighting, dark wood and vintage leather
chesterfield sofas.
The intimate space manages to be
dark, sultry and sexy for dates, with
phenomenal tipples on offer to mean it is
also a spot to bring friends for a tête-átête. As aptly described by its moniker,
there is a dedicated wall of cabinets,
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For those abstaining spirits, the X’mas
Cooler made from orange, pineapple
and lemon juice, topped with grenadine
syrup has all the makings to bring you
festive joy in each sip. Utilising Asia’s
most bona fide ingredient, lemongrass,
the Asian Delight is a refreshing,
carbonated and smooth drink with a
zesty finish.
The Cabinet KL is a treasure trove for
convivialists looking for a nonchalant
evening. Stick around till 9.30pm on
select nights and you will be treated
to the melodious sounds of acoustic
performances. To find out the exact
dates, be sure to follow The Cabinet
KL (@thecabinetkl) on Facebook and
Instagram.

For a good time and good drinks
BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL

I

f you are paying close attention to the
nightlife scene in Kuala Lumpur, you
might have noticed a resurgence of
sports bars. One that stands out the most
in Bangsar, is Gridiron, a watering hole
with over 30 HD screens broadcasting
live sports games. On the night of our
visit, the scene was lively even when there
wasn’t a major match going on. With a
strategic location and seductive offers,
it’s no wonder you’d find the after-work
crowd hitting the pool table and making
good use of the happy hour deals.

Depending on the day of your visit,
Gridiron always has something interesting
up its sleeves. On Tuesdays, you can
join or witness a Quiz night with cash
vouchers and drinks up for grabs. Ladies
night which falls on Wednesday, expect
to be surprised with expressed manicures
or complimentary polaroids (Note: the
activities change weekly, so keep up
with the latest offers on www.facebook.
com/gibangsar). There are even pool
tournaments with cash prizes to be won.

Other than the beers, the cocktails are also
a crowd favourite. Try the Gula Melaka
Mojito to kickstart your bibulous evening.
The heady drink is complex to decipher,
with a medley of sour, sweet and tangy
flavours. We also enjoyed the Kaya
Colada, well balanced with coconut milk,
notes of pineapple and rum which offer
a comforting finish to the palate. Another
great palate starter is the Lychee Martini,
which is herby in nature with a subtle
sweetness from the lychee liquor balanced
with white rum to add some punch. Of
course, a neighbourhood watering hole
wouldn’t be complete without a locallyinspired cocktail. The Asam Boi Mojito
excites the palate with pungent sourness
and a mild tart finish.

Gridiron Sports Café and Lounge
11 & 15, Jalan Telawi 2, Bangsar Baru,
59100 Kuala Lumpur
012-332 4820

The Cabinet KL
80A, Lorong Maarof, Bangsar Park,
59000 Kuala Lumpur
018-960 2008
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COFFEE SPOTLIGHT

COFFEE SPOTLIGHT

Luwak Coffee
Discover one of the world’s most expensive coffee
BY AGNES AUI

I

t’s no surprise that the smell of coffee has the ability to
heighten senses, waking us up almost immediately
before we even take a sip. Different types of coffee like
americano, latte, macchiato, cold brew and more would
ring bells in every caffeine fanatic’s mind. But making waves
all across the world this century is the unusual yet luxurious
luwak coffee that is produced mainly on Indonesian islands
like Sumatra and Bali.
How did luwak coffee get its name? Well, luwak is what
locals call the Asian palm civet – a catlike animal found in
Sumatra that produces the luwak coffee beans. The beans are
basically its poop and yes, you read that right. The process
begins when the civet feeds on coffee cherries for its pulp, the
bean inside the cherries are then fermented in the animal’s
intestines and passed out.
Though I still wonder who came up with the idea to brew
animal droppings, rest assured that the partially digestedcoffee beans collected are washed clean, dried and then
roasted before the coffee-making process even begins. This
tedious process is said to be practised by Indonesian farmers
back in the 18th century when the country was colonised by
the Dutch.
Those who have tried luwak coffee have said that the taste
of the drink appears to be more on the acidic side, making
it one for distinct palates. The beverage also contains lesser
caffeine than normal coffee which is perfect for those who
are unable to consume high caffeinated drinks or who just
prefer something light for their weekend brunch.
Due to its rarity, the luwak coffee has been labelled as one
of the most expensive coffee in the world by Forbes and
according to The New York Times, a pound of it could be
sold at US$100 (RM415.35) to US$500 (RM2076.75) in
2010. Even a single cup of it in Malaysia would cost you
approximately RM180 as mentioned by Poskod, and all of
this has much to do with the low level of production of the
luwak coffee because of the labour intensive process to make
the coffee beans.
However, many questioned the ethics of producing luwak
coffee as there had been a spike in curiosity on whether Asian
palm civets were being forced to consume coffee cherries in
large amounts for profit. This resulted in the halt of serving
luwak coffee in countless coffee havens across the world and
throughout Malaysia.
Nevertheless, there are still producers who process the
beans ethically – allowing civets to naturally digest the beans
without harming them. In fact, there are even local producers
of the uncommon luwak coffee like Jeff Tan who manages
Lonbay Coffee in Paradigm Mall while churning out the rare
coffee beans on his land back in Johor. Thanks to the rise in
ethical awareness, Asian palm civets are left unharmed while
luwak coffee turns into a beverage that will possibly remain
special for years to come.

40 l KL LIFESTYLE

If you’re intrigued and would like to try luwak coffee
yourself, you can purchase some from these few places:
Isetan @ KLCC
201A-C, Jalan Ampang,
Kuala Lumpur City Centre,
50088 Kuala Lumpur
03-2382 7777
Asian Secrets Gift & Premiums
Shop-G33-34, Ground Floor,
Central Market, Jalan Hang Kasturi,
50050 Kuala Lumpur
03-2201 8899
Lonbay Coffee
Lot LG-13, LG Floor,
Paradigm Mall, Jalan SS7/26A,
47301 Kelana Jaya, Selangor
03-7887 5258
Doi Chaang Cafe Taipan
7-g, Jalan USJ 10/1c,
Taipan Business Centre,
47620 Subang Jaya, Selangor
03-8021 6588
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Ringing in the Yuletide
FEAST-tivities
Christmas Buffets

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

SKY HIGH AT ELEMENT KUALA LUMPUR
This Yulitude Season, Element Kuala Lumpur shares the joy of Christmas
with breathtaking views of the Petronas Twin Towers and Kuala Lumpur
city. Soak in the festive atmosphere with merry music, Christmas tree
decked out in splendor and festive lights. Relish in a slew of festive
goodies and merry feast at TRACE Restaurant and Bar. Round up
the family and treat yourself to a Christmas ensemble of appetizers
and soups, a selection of cold cuts, terrine or whet the diner’s appetite
with cheese and crackers to kick-start the merriment. Diners can select
their choice of main course; which includes highlights such as Roasted
Turkey, Prime Beef Ribs, Venison Saddle with pommery mustard sauce,
and many more. Don’t miss out on the Australian Angus Prime Rib –
marinated with Texan spices and sous-vide for 12-hours. The meat is
tender, juicy and packed with flavour. Lastly, complete your meal with
an array of Yuletide desserts including Christmas Fruit Cake and not
forgetting the two-metre long Yule Log Cake. It is the perfect time to eat,
drink and celebrate till your heart’s content.

EXQUISITE FESTIVITIES AT
THE ST. REGIS KUALA LUMPUR
The most wonderful time of the
year calls for the convening of
friends and families to relish in
a dazzling spread of traditional
roasts, live cooking stations
such as foie gras and risotto, an
assortment of cheese, an oyster
bar, Christmas dessert corner and
more. Christmas Day brunch will
have you transported overseas.
Be serenaded by carolers singing
old Christmas classics and meet
Santa!
Price: RM368.00+ per person
for food only (Christmas Eve
Dinner) RM368.00 + per person
for food only (Christmas Day
Brunch)

Price: RM138nett (Christmas Eve Dinner)
RM 128 nett (Christmas Day Brunch)

CHOCOLICOUS CHRISTMAS AT THE WESTIN
KUALA LUMPUR
The end of the year beckons you to celebrate
in style and to create sweet moments. Start with
a Chocolicious Christmas which features an
assortment of chocolate pastries at any of The
Westin Kuala Lumpur’s signature restaurants; The
Living Room (All Day Dining), Five Sen5es (Chinese)
and Prego (Italian). The merriment continues with
an extensive Chocolate Factory buffet where
must-try main courses are carefully curated to
tantalise the taste buds. The must-try highlights
this Christmas include the Chicken Galantine with
Fruit Pickles and Passion Fruit Dressing, HoneyGlazed Spiced Brined Roast Turkey with Granny
Smith Apple, Chestnut and Sage Stuffing, Sautéed
Brussel Sprouts with Streaky Beef, Roasted Root
Vegetables, Dutchess Potato, Thyme Jus and
Béarnaise Sauce, Oven-Baked Whole Salmon
Norwegian Style Served with Honey Roasted
Parsnip and Celeriac, Roasted Prime Ribs, Truffle
Mashed Potato, Asparagus with Pink Peppercorn
Sauce.
Price: RM288nett per person
(Christmas Day Dinner)
RM288 net per person (Christmas Eve Dinner)
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CHRISTMAS COUTURE AT SOFITEL KUALA LUMPUR DAMANSARA
Inspired by the world of “Haute Couture”, Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara transforms into a
fashion maison to ‘Live the French way’. Recreating timeless French elegance and glitz joie
de vivre, the hotel becomes the designer of a glamorous Christmas. For a gastronomic feast,
indulge in lavish Christmas feasts with traditional festive favourites and delightful gourmet
presentations at Kwee Zeen. Featuring a decadent spread of local and international dishes
including fresh seafood, a cheese selection, an extensive choice of entrées, an elaborated
mouth-watering Christmas delights, Christmas turkey with traditional stuffing and more that
would even impress Santa. Sweeten the celebration with a wonderful selection of French
pastries and traditional Christmas desserts.
Price: RM228.00 nett per adult (Christmas Eve)
RM228.00 nett per adult (Christmas Day)

THE GREATEST CHRISTMAS SHOW AT
SUNWAY RESORT HOTEL AND SPA
This year, Sunway Resort Hotel and
Spa takes inspiration from the Greatest
Showman and presents the theme, “The
Greatest Christmas Show”. Sunway City
will be transformed into a Christmas
carnival-themed setting to celebrate the
most magical time of the year starting from
Nov 29, 2019 to Jan 1, 2020. The Resort
Café intensifies its merry spirits for the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Buffet
with beloved, celebratory favourites. The
show-stopping centrepiece this year is the
Seafood Tower featuring fresh selections
like live Irish oysters, scallops, abalone
clams, green mussels, tiger prawns, squid,
flower crabs, baby octopus, white clams,
bamboo clams, white tuna sashimi, yabby,
seared tuna, crab meat salad, salmon
gravlax and salmon sashimi served with
a variety of condiments. Over at the meat
section, diners are in for a treat with the
Slow-Roasted Wagyu Beef Striploin, OvenRoasted Wagyu Beef Karubi and the
Braised and Glazed Wagyu Ribs, and other
time-honoured favourites such Roasted
Brined Turkey with Dried Fruit Stuffing,
Grilled Lamb Shoulder with Pommery
Mustard Jus, Slow-Cooked Duck Breast
with Truffle Jus, and a Middle Eastern twist
– Whole Lamb on Briyani Rice. That’s not
all -- other highlights include the Seared
Salmon Fillet on Mussel-Saffron Broth,
Baked Tiger Prawns with Garlic Butter and
Mozzarella Cheese, White Bean Casserole
with Smokey Beef Bacon and Eggplant
Parmigiana.
Price: RM128 nett (Christmas Day
Dinner) RM168 nett per adult
(Christmas Eve Dinner)

KL LIFESTYLE l 43

Best of 2019 Sweet Indulgences
Sweets for my Sweet
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

Sometimes, you have to look back in order to realise how far you have come. KL Lifestyle takes
a look back at the sweet indulgences relished throughout 2019 and nominates our favourites to
commemorate the end of a sweet year.

Mr. Chew’s Dessert Degustation

Mr Chew’s 6-course dessert degustation was as enchanting as its ambience.
Dessert lovers can choose to pair the course with tea or alcohol. With ample
sunlight from the glass windows and the dessert chef behind the bar, we started
our sugar-coated degustation, which the manager Nikola described as “a roller
coaster ride” and indeed it was. We experienced a playground of textures and
flavours which rendered us in awe.

Kind Kones

“Taste the pleasure, not the guilt.” Kind
Kones is the purveyor of handcrafted,
all-natural vegan ice cream. Every bite
screams passion and love. Just as the
name implies, Kind Kones is kind to
your body. Instead of using refined
cane sugar or artificial preservatives,
stabilisers, emulsifiers, colouring or other
synthetic additives, the owner, Serina S
Bajaj uses coconut sugar, maple syrup
or agave instead. If ice cream doesn’t
float your boat, you can also enjoy a
generous selection of raw cakes, bread
and more – without the guilt.

LISTINGS OF CITROEN
SHOWROOMS
& SERVICE CENTRE
NAZA EURO MOTORS HQ
(GLENMARIE)
NEM Glenmarie Showroom(1S) No
15, Jalan Pelukis U1/46 Seksyen U1,
Glenmarie 40150 Shah Alam Selangor
www.citroen.com.my
Sales : 03-5566 3685
NAZA EURO MOTORS (PUCHONG)
Lot No. 18, 19 & 20GF, IOI BUSINESS
PARK, Persiaran Puchong Jaya
Selatan, Bandar Puchong Jaya, 47170
Puchong, Selangor
Sales : 03-8076 1788

Crème de la Crème

Crème de La Crème, or affectionally
known as CDLC, is a sweet tooth’s
wonderland, rendering handcrafted
petit gateaux and mouth-watering ice
cream. Matching stylish interior and funky
furniture pieces, CDLC creates a fun and
hip ambience to relish in an array of 18
lush, homemade ice cream. Personifying
the definition of its moniker, this dessert
bar prioritises in procuring the cream of
the crop – from exceptionally skillful and
passionate pastry chefs to insisting on
100% natural ingredients, and using only
top-of-the-line machinery – all to bring to
Malaysians unrivalled quality ice cream
texture and taste.

SING HUAT PREMIUM SDN BHD

Tanuki by Crustz

Another dessert bar we fell in love with early this year was Tanuki by Crustz, a
charming nook tucked away in Taman Bukit Indah. If its moniker sounds familiar
to you, you’re not far off because Tanuki by Crustz is the sister patisserie of
the famed Xiao by Crustz. Tanuki by Crustz embodies similar French influence
as its sister, yet differs in offerings. You would find petite, individual-sized
ice cream cake. This dessert bar reflects Japanese concept with a Japanese
racoon, sliding door, wooden accents in the furniture, and dim lights for a cosy,
indulging ambience. The creations here are a labour of love – each dessert is
intentional, layered with different textures and flavours to create a heightened
dining experience as well as an intimate conversation with the pâtissier.

No. 11, Jalan Satu, Off Jalan Chan
Sow Lin, Sungai Besi, Wilayah
Persekutuan, 55200 Kuala Lumpur
Sales : +60 3-9222 9126
CITROEN SERVICE CENTRE
NAZA EURO MOTORS SDN BHD
(PUCHONG 2S)
No: 10, Jln Serindit 3, Bandar Puchong
Jaya, 47170, Puchong, Selangor
After sales - 03-5891 1310

44 l KL LIFESTYLE

MAKAN-MAKAN WITH THE STARS

Blogger Eats
For the year-end issue,
we turned to food experts,
bloggers Elana Khong,
Nicholas Ng (of Food For
Thought) and KY Speaks
for their recommended
restaurants for the month.
Happy reading and
eating!
COMPILED BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN
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MAKAN-MAKAN WITH THE STARS

BEAUTIFUL INSTAGRAMABLE FAROZ CAFE
By Elana Khong @elanakhong

LIP-SMACKING TOM YAM MAGGI AT LITTLE RARA
By KY Speaks @kyspeaks

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: JUNGLEBIRD, THE RUMAH RUM
NAMED AFTER MALAYSIA’S ONLY NATIONAL COCKTAIL
By Nicholas Ng @foodforthoughtmy

Located strategically in TTDI, Faroz Cafe is a brand-new cafe that deserves
a spot on your Instagram feed. The gorgeous cafe is adorned with crystal
chandeliers, marble tables, velvety soft-fabric chairs, and boasting a luxurious
and elegant interior with a European style. The private event space on the
upper floor can accommodate up to 80 guests, perfect for memorable events or
celebrations.

We’re blessed with a great selection of street food in
Malaysia, from your typical char kuey teow stalls to burger
tepi jalan, and nasi lemak shacks. If you look hard enough,
you can also find authentic street food from neighbouring
countries, case in point – Little Rara with its authentic Thai fare.

If you’re a frequenter of your local cocktail bar, you might have
come across a cocktail bar named JungleBird. If that sounds like
a coincidence to you, it isn’t, as the bar was named after the
cocktail. As Malaysia’s only national cocktail, we dive deeper
into what’s so special about this bar, as well as the drink that it
takes its namesake from.

The restaurant is located at the car park next to Menara HLA
in Jalan Kia Peng, a stone’s throw away from Pavilion KL. The
setup is as “authentic” as it gets – seemingly assembled by
someone who happened to have a set of table saw, hammer
and nails. There’s no such thing as air conditioning or tinted
windows, but you are somewhat shielded from rain should it
start pouring.

JungleBird is a tiki-themed bar located in Damansara Heights,
which specialises in rum. As one of the very few rum bars in
Malaysia, JungleBird has been lovingly called Rumah Rum by its
fans, and you can see why so. For fans of interesting rums, they
have one of the more profound collections of rum.

Besides their amazing ambience, Faroz Cafe also serves great food and
coffee. Their extensive menu offers everything, from a hearty breakfast,
appetisers, noodles, rice, pasta to Malay cuisine and Western food. Our
gastronomic journey started with a fragrant, fluffy blue rice infused with
butterfly pea flowers. The visually appealing Malay rice dish was served with
ulam, daging bakar, budu, fish crackers and sambal. If you fancy a little more
indulgence, you can opt to add on ikan goreng (fried fish) or ayam percik. Our
next dish was a famous Indonesian grilled oxtail served with sambal penyet,
vegetable soup and steamed white rice. Although the chargrilled braised oxtail
may not be aesthetically pleasing, it was downright delicious and went well
with the super fiery sambal. So spicy, but so good!
The highlight of our meal was the hearty, slightly spicy, Sup Tulang Merah.
Incredibly tasty and rich in flavour, the lamb bone marrow, simmered with
chef’s special aromatic red gravy comes with mantou bun (steam/fried). Unlike
a typical sup tulang merah which is usually bright red in colour, their version
contains no artificial colouring, without compromising taste – good to the last
drop. Generously laden with prawns, mussels and squid, this Asian version
Seafood Oriental Pesto was given a spicy twist with bird’s eye chilli and the
addition of daun kesum, peanuts and torch ginger flower which further elevate
its flavours. We also opted to add on soft shell crab (RM10).

The place starts operating by 5:30 pm and quickly works up
a crowd. While the setup is old school, they have a proper
digital queuing system – colour me impressed. Like most
proper “street food” stalls, the kitchen is pretty much open.
There’s a BBQ grill where they prepare beef/chicken/corn, a
stall for noodles (wet & dry), plus a drinks’ kitchen.

The cocktail JungleBird was first invented at the Aviary Bar at
the old Hilton Kuala Lumpur but has since taken a life of its own.
This classic tiki cocktail is made from these 5 ingredients - a
dark rum, Campari, sugar, pineapple juice and lime. As to what
classifies as dark rum, it would make more sense for you to
enquire within JungleBird as they will be able to educate you on
what classifies as dark rum; it’s not as simple as you think.

We started off with their famous tom yam talay meggi (RM19
for small), which was basically tom yam maggi on steroids.
Packed with prawns, mussels, squid, egg, and ultra-strong
tomyam flavour. We also had the seafood pad thai (RM12)
which I thought was quite competent, and the mango sticky
rice dessert (RM8) which turned out to be just average.
Overall, I really liked the place and the intense flavour from
their tom yam and corn. I’ll order those dishes again when I
revisit, and perhaps try some of their other dishes.

For rum aficionados, JungleBird is one of those bars that offers
an interesting selection of rums from the Caribbean, as well
as other artisanal distillers in the region. So, in all honesty,
do drop by to learn more about their offerings, from the rum
flights to their brilliant tiki cocktails, there’s always something
for everyone. And if you’re real nice, they might even sneak
you a taste off their unreleased menu, so do ask if they have the
Strawberries and Cream, an homage to Cameron Highlands,
made from clarified milk punch, strawberries and Boh tea.
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AIRPORT TALK
In our preparations for the celebration of the nation’s Visit Truly Asia
Malaysia 2020 campaign, Malaysia Airports has been working
closely with various ministries not only to achieve our targets in terms
of tourist arrivals and receipts but most importantly to extend the
warmest welcome to our guests when they step into Malaysia, our
beloved country.
The Ministries and Government agencies involved include the Ministry
of Home Affairs, Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Tourism, Arts
and Culture, The Royal Malaysia Police, Department of Immigration
Malaysia, Royal Malaysian Customs Department and the Land Public
Transport Agency.
At our klia2 terminal, among the major initiatives we have undertaken
is the relocation of the Eraman emporium to cater to the expansion
and reconfiguration of the immigration arrival area. To ensure a
smoother flow of immigration process for the convenience of our
guests, we will have 50 immigration counters and 10 auto-gates
that will be reconfigured. We expect to complete the reconfiguration
work by 31 December as to usher the New Year and our country’s
campaign.
I am happy to observe that airlines such as Citilink Indonesia that
started flying into Malaysia last year continue to see the potential in
our destination by introducing the Denpasar-Kuala Lumpur (KUL) route
on the same day it launched its Denpasar-Perth sector. Considering
that Australia is an important market for us, this will make it easier for
foreign tourists in Bali to travel onwards to our capital city. It is worth
noting that the total passenger movement for the Indonesia-Malaysia
route has seen an increase of 4.9% from January to October 2019 to
7,947,329 as compared to the same period last year.

Airport CEO Speaks
Experience the world
like never before
Fly with Qatar Airways and embark on an incredible journey to
more than 160 destinations worldwide. Enjoy delectable meal
choices, over 4,000 entertainment options and world-class
hospitality – all on-board one of the youngest fleets in the sky.
Now flying from Langkawi.

A leading cor por at e leader wit h
s tr ong f inancial bac kg r ound and
ext ensi ve exper ience in var ious
f ields, he is cur r ent l y s t eer ing
Mala ysia A ir por t s t o g r eat er
height s.
This month, Raja Azmi Raja Nazuddin
shares how the airport operator has
been busy gearing up to usher in the
country’s Visit Truly Asia Malaysia
2020 campaign to ensure a seamless
passengers’ experience and providing
more new routes to cater to the
increasing demand for air travel.

I am also pleased to announce that our latest statistics show that
our total network of airports, including Istanbul Sabiha Gokcen
International Airport, registered 9.2% growth for October with 11.7
million passenger movements. This is the highest growth recorded so
far in 2019.
On a different note, Malaysia Airlines has resumed its codeshare
agreement with Turkish Airlines that benefits both parties since 21
October. With the latest development of Turkish Cargo expanding its
Boeing freighters 777F cargo flight network to KUL with effect from
31 October, this augurs well with our aspiration in developing KLIA
Aeropolis into a fully integrated air cargo network comprising air, sea
and land connectivity under our Air Cargo and Logistics cluster.
If all goes well for these remaining months especially during holiday
season, we should be on our way to achieve our passenger movement
targets for this year. I would like to take this opportunity to wish
our guests and visitors to our airports Happy Holidays and many
memorable, joyous moments to bring home.

qatarairways.com/my
Company Reg. No.: 994096-P
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Will Aviation
Biofuels Take Off in Asia?
Over the past decade, air travel
has been increasing exponentially
with the number of air passengers
poised to double over the next
twenty years. Aviation demand
in Asia-Pacific especially, has
grown tremendously; for
example, the International Air
Transport Association estimates
that the region will experience
an additional 2.35 billion annual
passengers by 2037, for a
total market size of 3.9 billion
passengers. Meanwhile, Airport
Council International predicts that
by 2040, the Asia-Pacific region
will contribute more than 42%
of all international travellers.
All this means that such a rise will account
for 3.5% of global energy related CO2
emissions by 2030, up from just over 2.5%
in 2019, despite current improvements in
aviation efficiency. The global aviation industry
expansion emphasises the need for the industry
to tackle its carbon emission, these include
airlines, airports and airplane manufacturers.
Global aviation industry committed
to usage of sustainable aviation
fuel use
Recent developments within the International
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) have
included two key international standards: the
CO2 emissions efficiency standard (2013) and
the Global Market-Based Measure (GMBM)
scheme (2016). The global market-based
mechanism, Carbon Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA),
was adopted in October 2016, and is set
to be enforced in 2020. This scheme will
implement a carbon off-setting mechanism,
aiming to stabilise aviation CO2 emissions at
2020 levels to 2036.
In addition to cutting carbon emissions, one of
the key reasons why airlines are interested in
biofuel is to reduce their exposure to the price
volatility of kerosene. Several European airlines
such as KLM, Lufthansa, and British Airways
amongst others have commenced early stages
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of aviation biofuel development, forming
partnerships with biofuel manufacturers. In
addition to this, there are stakeholders such as
airports, aircraft manufacturers, governments,
biomass and biofuel producer and suppliers
that are in the fray working to boost the
alternative fuel’s deployment.
Recent aviation biofuel partnerships and
initiatives include Cathay Pacific with Fulcrum,
United Airlines with AltAir, KLM and Lufthansa
with Neste, TOTAL with Air France, and many
more. Although, some of these airlines have
commenced a long-term partnership with
biofuel manufacturers, they have mostly begun
after 2016 and thus, constitute volumes below
100,000 tonnes per year.
Technological development critical
for aviation biofuel availability
Chemically, there are at least half a dozen
pathways to producing aviation biofuel. Two
stand out: HEFA (Hydroprocessed Esters and
Fatty Acids) and the other is the FischerTropsch process. The raw material for
HEFA is plant oils, for example cast offs, like
used cooking oil.
On the other hand, the Fischer-Tropsch process
invented in 1925, is a well-established set
of chemical reactions that have been used to
convert both coal and natural gas into liquid
fuels.

created by refining and burning aviation fuel
made from petroleum. For the Fischer-Tropsch
process, using fast-growing grasses known as
energy crops, the saving is around 85-90%.
Opportunities for aviation biofuel
production in Malaysia
Innovations in engine efficiency, air traffic
management and other operational efficiencies
are forecast to contribute only 0.8% in
emissions reductions annually up to 2050,
despite ambitious targets from the industry to
improve CO2 efficiency standards. Therefore,
biofuel represents one of the few opportunities
to offset commercial aviation carbon emissions
over the long-term.
Thus, it is likely the only way that aviation
biofuel can become economically viable is to
substantially increase in scale and number of
production facilities, expediting technology and
cost reductions. If governments, airlines, aircraft
manufacturers, biofuel manufacturers and other
stakeholders work towards stimulating this,
change is expected to necessitate substantial
policy incentives to realise the full potential of
the biofuel.
In April 2019, in a move to fulfill Malaysia’s
commitment as a member of the International
Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) to adopt
and employ the Carbon Offsetting and
Reduction Scheme for International Aviation
(CORSIA), Primary Industries Minister Teresa
Kok said the ministry is planning to produce
aviation biofuel using palm oil. “The usage
of palm oil biofuel has been accepted by
CORSIA as one of the initiatives to reduce
carbon emissions,” said the Minister.
On the other hand, Director General of the
Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB), Datuk
Dr. Ahmad Kushairi Din said that the board
has conducted a collaborative study with an
American company to identify and screen
the suitable feedstock from palm for biojet
fuel production, to the production of aviation
biofuel.

According to a report published by Imperial
College London in 2017, preparing and
burning aviation fuel made by HEFA from
used cooking oil yields a 69% savings of
carbon-dioxide emissions compared with those

The Director General is advocating for another
form of pathway production via conversion of
biological resources such as oil, fats, palm fatty
acid distillate (PFAD), algae and biomass. He
stated, “PFAD and palm oil have been tested
under this study in Chicago, US, for pilot plant
trials. Based on the study, both have shown
good conversion into aviation biofuel with

by-products such as diesel, naphtha, propane
and others”.
He further added, “But what we can affirm is
that Malaysian palm oil industry’s commitment
in participating in the CORSIA implementation,
by developing sustainable aviation fuel using
PFAD, used cooking oil, oil palm biomass and
algae”. In addition, the MPOB is currently
conducting a separate feasibility study on
aviation fuel for the economy and its impact
to airline operators, bearing in mind that any
effort to protect the environment comes with a
cost. “For example, a Malaysian-based airline
would require 60,000 tonnes per year of
aviation biofuel to meet the 2% blending ratio
requirement. Currently, the ASEAN region has
no aviation biofuel plant”.
Malaysia Airports poised to
capitalise on biofuel opportunities
Currently, there are only five airports regularly
distributing biofuel, those are Bergen Airport,
Brisbane Airport, Los Angeles International
Airport, Oslo Airport and Stockholm Arlanda
Airport. While the first aviation biofuel hub
in Asia-Pacific is found wanting, there is a
lot of significant potential for the Malaysian
stakeholders to capitalise on the large resource
of palm.
In 2010, Malaysia Airports initiated the
Environmental Masterplan outlining the
strategy in reducing Malaysia Airports’ carbon
emission level towards the commitment made
by the key players of the aviation industry.
Some of the initiatives included Environmental
Management, Climate Change/Energy
Management and Water Management.

It is also the same year Malaysia Airports
passed the requirements to be recognised
as an Earth Check Benchmarked Airport for
the sixth year in a row. In addition, Malaysia
Airports (Sepang) was also recertified for the
second year for EMS ISO 4001:2004 for its
environmental management system.
Since then, Malaysia Airports have
implemented measures to achieve ‘carbon
neutral growth’ by 2020 in KL International
Airport and all four of its Regional International
Airports (RIAs) namely Kota Kinabalu
International Airport, Kuching International
Airport, Penang International Airport and
Langkawi International Airport. It is clear
that Malaysia Airports has an abundance
of resources, historical competency, and an
extensive network to carry out measures to
distribute biofuel and become one of the first
aviation biofuel hub in the Asia-Pacific region.
With recent developments in Malaysian
aviation stakeholder as well as the urgency
to adhere to the guidelines and emission
levels outlined by ICAO, Malaysia stands a
likely chance of investing in biofuels as the
vast expanse of palm plantations and other
farms can be well capitalised. Adoption of the
biofuel will bring advantages to the sector and
the country at large.
By bridging the price gap between jet fuel
and biofuel, it is expected that environmental
pollution, water requirements, deforestation and
food competition with food production will be
significantly reduced. Thus, the actualisation
of these measures will place the country and
Malaysia Airports at the centre of one of Asia’s
first aviation biofuel hub.
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Qatar Airways Operates
New Service to Langkawi

Qatar Airways’ new service
to Langkawi marks the airline’s
third destination in Malaysia
after Kuala Lumpur and Penang.
Operating from Doha, the airline will initially
start with four-time weekly Langkawi tag
services via Penang with an increase up to
five-time weekly services from 27 October
2019 on its state-of-the-art Boeing 787
Dreamliner aircraft, featuring 22 seats in
Business class and 232 seats in Economy
class, with spacious cabins and speciallydesigned interiors.
The press conference held in Langkawi
on October was hosted by Qatar Airways
Group Chief Executive, His Excellency
Akbar Al Baker, and attended by the Qatari
Ambassador to Malaysia, His Excellency
Fahad Mohammed Kafoud; Charge
d’Affaires of the Embassy of Malaysia in
Qatar, Mohamad Shahir Sabarudin; General
Manager, Airline Marketing of Malaysia
Airports, Mohamed Sallauddin
Md Sah; and Chief Executive Officer of
Langkawi Development Authority (LADA),
Dr Hezri Adnan.
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His Excellency Akbar Al Baker said, “We
are very pleased to launch our new direct
service to Langkawi, our third gateway into
Malaysia. Langkawi is both an important
tourist destination and a growing conference
and exhibition centre which is becoming
increasingly popular with international visitors.
This new gateway will offer our Malaysian
passengers even more convenience and
enhanced connectivity to an extensive choice
of destinations on our global route network.
We invite all our global passengers to
experience the ‘Jewel of Kedah’, and we look
forward to welcoming you all on board”.
Also at the press conference, General
Manager, Airline Marketing of Malaysia
Airports, Mohamed Sallauddin Md Sah said,
“We take immense pleasure in welcoming
Qatar Airways to Langkawi International
Airport (LGK) who has been our airline
partner at the Kuala Lumpur International
Airport for the past 18 years. Early last year,
Qatar Airways began flying direct to Penang
International Airport from Doha. This new
flight to LGK, which is an extended route via
Penang, will definitely be a great addition
to the international airlines operating at LGK.
Being the first Middle Eastern carrier to operate

IndiGo Receives
1000th A320neo Family Aircraft

at LGK, this long-haul flight will expand the
tourism opportunities in Malaysia, particularly
in Langkawi, The Jewel of Kedah. We look
forward to creating many more memorable
moments with Qatar Airways”.
Chief Executive Officer of Langkawi
Development Authority (LADA), Dr Hezri Adnan
said: “We are thrilled to welcome Qatar
Airways’ direct flights to Langkawi, which will
surely become a game changer to position
Langkawi as one of the preferred tourist
destinations in the world. It will definitely mark
Langkawi as an important air connectivity hub
to more than 160 international destinations
world-wide. We look forward to offer an
amazing, natural and luxurious experience for
all visitors in Langkawi”.
Qatar Airways began direct services to Kuala
Lumpur in 2001, and launched its Penang
service in 2018. The airline currently provides
more than 25 flights per week to Malaysia. In
October 2001, Qatar Airways announced its
codeshare agreement with Malaysia Airlines,
and expanded it in 2018.
For more information,
please call 03 – 2118 6100

IndiGo is the world’s largest
customer for the A320neo Family
with orders totalling 430 aircraft.
Since its first NEO was delivered
just a few years ago in 2016,
its fleet of A320neo Family has
grown into the world’s largest
with 96 aircraft operating
alongside 129 A320s. In a
competitive aviation industry,
IndiGo has chosen the A320
Family as an essential aircraft for
fuel efficiency as the airline has
risen to become India’s largest
airline in terms of fleet size and
passenger numbers.
According to CAPA Centre for Aviation,
IndiGo has now overtaken Air India to become
the largest single international airline operating
to/from India in terms of seats deployed,
accounting for 11.7% of total capacity and
now the leader in both the domestic and
international markets in India.

With almost half of the market share of
India’s domestic market within their grasp and
climbing, IndiGo is certainly not resting on its
laurels. Capacity on international routes has
risen by 60%, compared with 24% domestic
growth, to about a fifth of the total. In 2014,
IndiGo held just less than 30% of the country’s
domestic market and has risen steadily
since. Now, the carrier seeks to expand
their dominance beyond their home country’s
borders.
Thus, the reception of the A320neo aircraft
signals IndiGo’s plans to fly medium-haul
routes, placing regions such as the Middle
East and East Asia as well as some parts of
Europe within reach. Furthermore, steep fuel
taxes levied only on domestic flights and shorthaul tickets that sell for just a few rupees make
overseas routes a relatively attractive option for
the airline as most domestic LCCs are cautious
when it comes to expanding their international
presence. As IndiGo has a fleet of single-aisle
planes and no-frills services, their prices for
future routes would certainly be very attractive
for low-cost travellers.

The A320neo Family is assembled at Airbus’
four global sites: Toulouse, France; Hamburg,
Germany; Tianjin China, and Mobile, USA.
The A320neo programme was designed
with fuel efficiency in mind. Building on the
A320neo’s popularity, the aircraft delivers
20% reduced fuel burn as well as 50% less
noise compared to previous generation
aircraft. With seating up to 240 passengers,
depending on cabin configuration, the
A320neo Family features the widest single
aisle cabin in the sky and incorporates the
very latest technologies, including new
generation engines and Sharklets.
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Citilink’s Introduces
New Denpasar-Kuala Lumpur Route

Vietnam Airlines’ 100th Aircraft
With the delivery of its 100th
aircraft at a ceremony in October
in Hanoi, Vietnam Airlines
affirmed its position as among the
leading airlines in the Asia-Pacific
region.
The aircraft is the third out of eight Boeing 78710’s to be delivered between August 2019
to March 2021. The airline’s first two aircraft
were lauded for their efficiency by operating
more than 140 flights, with approximately
83,000 passengers on the Hanoi - Ho Chi
Minh City and Vietnam – Korea routes.
Pham Ngoc Minh, Chairman of the Board
of Directors, Vietnam Airlines said at the
ceremony, “Delivery of our 100th aircraft has
affirmed our leading position coupled with
owning the largest fleet in Vietnam and ranking
among the top Asia-Pacific airlines. This opens
up new development opportunities for Vietnam
Airlines on its quest to leverage Vietnam’s
aviation industry among leading airlines in the
region and the world”.

Denpasar-Perth and
Denpasar-Kuala Lumpur
have become the 7th and 8th
international flight routes of
Citilink Indonesia alongside
Jakarta-Penang, Jakarta-Kuala
Lumpur, Surabaya-Kuala Lumpur,
Jakarta-Phnom Penh, DenpasarDili and Denpasar-Kunming.
At the launch in November, Citilink’s CEO
Juliandra Nurtjahjo said that the routes were
considered strategic and expected to attract
the millennial travellers. He continued, “In
addition to Australia, the route from Denpasar
to Kuala Lumpur also has quite a promising
market, especially foreign tourists from Kuala
Lumpur who want to take a vacation to Bali”.
Juliandra also explained that Citilink Indonesia
is optimistic of reaching its Seat Load Factor
(SLF) target of 75% in Denpasar-Perth and
77% on the Denpasar-Kuala Lumpur route
considering that Bali is Indonesia’s most
well-known tourist destination.
Group chief executive officer of Malaysia
Airports, Raja Azmi Raja Nazuddin said,
“Citilink Indonesia is one of the airlines
that has been actively opening new routes
from Indonesia to KL International Airport
and Penang International Airport.
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Vietnam Airlines operates the second-largest
wide-body fleet of Airbus A350 and Boeing
787 in Southeast Asia and ranks among the
top airlines in Asia-Pacific, comprising
14 Airbus A350-900s, 11 Boeing 787-9
and 3 Boeing 787-10 Dreamliners.
While the wide-body fleet plays a crucial
role in domestic and international routes,
the narrow-body fleet of 52 Airbus A321,
14 Airbus A321neo, and 6 ATR-72 have

been effectively utilized on low-capacity
and short distance routes or at airports with
limited infrastructure.
Vietnam Airlines currently operates the
Airbus A321 on the Kuala Lumpur-Hanoi
and Kuala Lumpur-Ho Chi Minh City routes.
For more information,
please call 03 – 2031 1555

Turkish Cargo Adds Kuala Lumpur
to Flight Network
Denpasar-Kuala Lumpur is the airline’s fourth
international route between Indonesia and
Malaysia after Jakarta-Penang, Surabaya-Kuala
Lumpur and Jakarta-Kuala Lumpur”.

period. Malaysian tourists rank first place
with the highest number of visits, reaching
2.34 million visits and Australian tourists rank
fourth with 1.02 million visits.

He continued, “At present, there are five
other airlines that are operating this route
from Kuala Lumpur. The total passenger
movement for the Indonesia-Malaysia route
has seen an increase of 4.9% from January
to October 2019 as compared to the same
period last year”.

Citilink operates Denpasar-Perth and
Denpasar-Kuala Lumpur flights daily, both using
the Airbus A320 aircraft with a capacity of
180 seats. Additionally, Citilink also operates
flights to Jakarta and Surabaya at 11 times
weekly and daily respectively from KLIA.

According to Indonesia Central Statistics
Agency (BPS), foreign tourists from Malaysia
and Australia has the highest number of visits
to Indonesia during January-September 2019

MS Elite Global is the appointed GSA for
Citilink Indonesia in Malaysia.
For more information, please email to
gsa.malaysia@citilink.co.id

As the world’s fastest growing
air cargo brand, Turkish Cargo
continues to expand its cargo
flight network and has added
Kuala Lumpur (KUL) among its
new direct flight destinations.
With Kuala Lumpur regarded as a destination
with considerable import and export potential,
Turkish Cargo’s aim is to carry electronic
products, medical products, and spare parts
to various cities around the world, especially
cities like Frankfurt and Amsterdam in Europe
and Chicago, Atlanta, and Houston in the
United States.
Turkish Cargo’s Kuala Lumpur flights will be
operated with Boeing 777F cargo aircraft, on
the Istanbul-Kuala Lumpur-Ho Chi Minh-Istanbul
route, thus creating a strong import-export line
in the region.

With a flight network of over 319 destinations
in 126 countries, Turkish Cargo is growing
steadily, supported by its infrastructure,
operational capabilities, fleet, and specialist
teams.

For more information,
please visit www.turkishcargo.com.tr/en
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STARLUX Airlines Receives
A321neo for 2020 Take Off

Japan Airlines Collaborates to Bring
3 Michelin-Starred Chef to KL

STARLUX Airlines, a start-up carrier
from Taiwan is due to be launched in
January 2020. The new airline has
taken its first delivery of A321neo at a
ceremony in Hamburg in October.
STARLUX Chairman K.W. Chang was at the
ceremony together with Airbus Chief Commercial
Officer Christian Scherer and GECAS Executive Vice
President & Regional Manager Commercial, Greater
China, Li Liu.
Chang said, “This exciting day has finally come.
From the examination and test flight over the past few
days, I am once again very confident that STARLUX
has made the right choice in selecting the A321neo
as the first member of our fleet. I am sure that with the
outstanding performance and the cabin configuration,
it can provide the safest journey to our passengers,
giving rise to new vitality to the airline industry in
Taiwan”.

Japan Airlines (JAL) has
been engaging master chefs
to serve exquisite cuisines for its
Business Class passengers, and
for the first time the airline is
collaborating with award-winning
restaurant, Kampachi and Hotel
Equatorial Kuala Lumpur (EQ) to
bring Sushi Shin by 3 Michelinstarred Chef Miyakawa to the
city.

Christian Scherer said, “Congratulations to STARLUX
Airlines on their first ever aircraft delivery! We are
thrilled that STARLUX has selected the most efficient
A321neo to start operations in Asia. Our best seller
will bring the highest levels of efficiency to the airline’s
operations with no compromise on comfort. And with
the A350 joining the fleet in 2021, STARLUX will
benefit from the commonality of operating single aisle
and widebody aircraft together offering a seamless
experience for both passengers and crew. Thank you
STARLUX for aligning these two stars – the A321neo
and the A350”.
Li Liu said, “We are privileged to support the launch
of STARLUX Airlines’ operations with new technology
aircraft. As the airline’s first A321neo, it will showcase
STARLUX Airlines’ luxury travel experience, while
providing the fuel efficiency and technology
enhancements of CFM’s LEAP-1A engines”.
STARLUX will complete delivery of its ten A321neos in 2021,
expanding its network to more major cities within Asia, aiming at
providing convenient services in regional tourist and transfer markets
with its high flight frequency. The seventeen A350 XWBs that were
ordered in March this year will begin to be delivered in the second

58

In October, Chef Miyakawa said at the
launch, “We enjoyed a comfortable flight
being served with quality dining and services
and are very excited to have this opportunity
to bring the authentic Sushi Shin dining
experience directly to customers in Malaysia
for the first time, in a lovely venue
at the EQ Hotel”.

half of 2021. STARLUX will then continue adding destinations to
North America and Europe.
STARLUX Airlines plans to commence a service to Penang in 2020,
subject to the approval of its Air Operator’s Certificate (AOC).
For more information,please visit www.starlux-airlines.com

Chef Miyakawa’s team was led by Chef
Kazuo Ogura from the acclaimed Sushi Shin
in Hokkaido who will be presenting the same
omakase menu offered at his restaurants in
Japan.
From 1 – 10 November, the world-class
sushi experience was limited in an exclusive
pop-up style to just 8 seats at Kampachi’s
200-year-old Hinoki wood sushi counter

during lunch and dinner for guests to watch
as the chefs honed their knife skills and
prepared dishes. An additional 12 persons
can be accommodated in the private dining
area just next to the sushi counter without
compromising the exclusivity of the overall
dining experience.
Chef Miyakawa said, “The innovative menu
allows guests to experience unique, seasonal
sushi and tsumami dishes (appetizers) packed
with umami – their delicate flavours extracted
precisely from each ingredient”.
To celebrate the first ever gastronomic Michelin
experience in Kampachi, JAL is extending an
exclusive discount of 23 percent off for all

Business Class fares for the Malaysia-Japan
route to all diners in Kampachi for the month
of November for the travel period between
1 November 2019 and 31 March 2020.
Passengers can pamper themselves with a
delicious meal at Kampachi while enjoying
premium travel experience and great value
with JAL.
JAL operates daily non-stop flights between
KLIA and Narita Airport, Tokyo. Travellers in
Business Class can indulge in the creations by
two Michelin-starred chefs Shinobu Namae
and Jun Kurogi.
For more information,
please contact 1 800 81 8674
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K-Pop Group SuperM Stars
in Korean Air New Safety Video

Malaysia Airports Elevates Airport Shopping
with #ShopLAH

Several airlines have introduced witty safety
videos featuring national celebrities, however,
Koren Air has introduced the first safety video
in music video form that features influential
K-pop artists. Korean Air’s new safety video is
unconventional, innovative and entertaining.
“Safety does not have to be serious or boring,” said a Korean Air
spokesperson who led the creation of the safety video. “We hope to
deliver clear safety messages to our passengers through the brand-new
safety video.”
On November 4, the new safety video starring SuperM, a global
K-pop group, was aired on all Korean Air flights, starting with KE621,
which departed from Incheon at 7:45am to Manila.
In-flight safety videos are required to present necessary safety
information such as luggage storage, items banned during the flight,
electronic device restrictions, no-smoking regulations, seatbelt signs,
emergency exits, actions to take when cabin pressure rises, and how
to wear the life jacket.

value shopping experiences with a sense of
exclusivity and personalisation.”

Korean Air expects to deliver essential safety information more effectively
by grabbing passengers’ attention with its new safety video.
For more information, please visit www.koreanair.com

Visit Malaysia 2020 Makes Presence
at World Travel Market London
At the World Travel

Market (WTM) in London
recently, Malaysia outlined
more than 100 events for next
year’s celebrations to showcase
Malaysia’s diverse culture and
traditions in promoting Visit
Malaysia 2020.

Chairman of Malaysia Tourism Promotion
Board, Datuk Ahmad Shah Hussein
Tambakau said, “This year’s participation
in WTM is significant as we promote the
Visit Malaysia 2020 campaign with targets
of 30 million tourists and RM100 billion or
approximately 18 billion pounds in terms of
tourist receipts. This campaign focuses on
ecotourism, arts and culture, befitting with the
National Ecotourism Plan 2016-2025 and
the National Culture Policy”.
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To facilitate travel to
Malaysia, Tourism
Malaysia is working
with international
airlines to increase
connectivity. Currently,
the London-Kuala
Lumpur route is
served by Malaysia
Airlines totalling 14
flights a week and
British Airways with
seven flights a week.
Through the Joint
International Tourism Development Programme
(JITDP), Malaysia has signed an agreement
with Etihad Airways to increase accessibility
to Malaysia as well as the furthering of
partnerships with other airlines which in the
pipeline.

The ‘Shop Like A Hero’ campaign
or #ShopLAH is spearheading
Malaysia Airports’ commercial
reset strategy that envisions its
airports as vibrant, luxurious, and
exciting destinations.
Launched in October, #ShopLAH reimagines
the airport from a mere transportation hub
into a shopping destination in its own right
by crafting premium shopping and dining
experiences that will encourage passengers
to “arrive earlier at the airport so that they can
shop like there’s no tomorrow.”

Similarly, Tourism Malaysia is engaged in
discussions with key industry players including
TUI, Kuoni and British Airways to develop
more holiday packages and to drive more
traffic into Malaysia.
For more information,
please visit www.malaysia.travel

Malaysia Airports’ senior general manager for
commercial services, Nazli Aziz, said, “We
have yet to realise the full potential of what our
airports could be beyond our traditional
revenue streams. Globally, retail concessions
are the largest source of non-aero revenue
and we aim to emulate that with our airports.
The downtown retail sentiment is very
sombre but travel retail at airports continue to
go on an upwards trend. So, there is mass
potential for us to leverage on this, while also
addressing passenger behaviours that now

Nazli added, “Our focus is to provide a
retail experience like no other by designing
every part of their journey – evoking a sense
of excitement and wonderment as they
pass through our terminals. Hence, we are
revamping the retail make-up of our locations
to close the gap between what the consumer
demands and what Malaysia Airports can
offer.”

to Win (LTW). There will be more planned in
the following months in its other international
airports including Kota Kinabalu International
Airport (BKI), Kuching International Airport
(KCH), and Penang International Airport (PEN).
Guided by its commercial reset strategy,
Malaysia Airports has been steadily
transforming how its international airports are
perceived by repositioning itself as a premier
retail destination.

Through the #ShopLAH campaign, passengers
can expect more ‘firsts’, brands and offerings
of luxury goods exclusively at its airports, as
well as the convergence of online and offline
retail experiences through the introduction
of e-reward programmes, cashless payment
solutions, and ensuring reliable, free internet
access in all of its properties.
The revamp includes introducing new retail
zones that simplify the shopping experience
at the airports, where it will be divided into a
fashion avenue; duty-free, retail-tainment and
dining zones. Concurrently, Malaysia Airports
will have its very own Sense of Place which
will come to life once ‘Sense of Malaysia’
launches at all its international airports in the
second quarter of 2020.
Already on the cards for this campaign is
the establishment of new retail and dining
options in Langkawi International Airport (LGK)
and Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KUL),
as well as retail-tainment attractions such as
HIMPUN 2019, Hershey’s Flotilla and Licence
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AVIATION INTERVIEW WITH SU-ANN LEE
Country Manager of Etihad Airways Malaysia

A driven and well-experienced woman in the world of commercial aviation, Su-Ann Lee has proven herself to be a successful
leader for Etihad Airways. Interestingly, Su-Ann is among just a few Malaysian female country managers to helm an international
airline in this part of the world and she recently shares with Airlink her unique perspective on the Malaysian aviation industry,
Etihad’s journey in Malaysia and what she loves about her job.
In order to succeed, an airline must
understand the culture of a country to
which they service. What are some of
the key characteristics of Malaysian
travellers that are constantly in mind
when Etihad implements key initiatives?
Malaysian travellers are considerably mature
travellers compared to neighbouring developing
countries, with many travelling regularly to their
preferred countries. The UK is one of the top
destinations, while many others look to new
destinations and experiences. Many of our travellers
are also well versed with the different airlines and
their offerings. Mainly seeking safety, comfort and
affordability when choosing their airline. Etihad
Airways is perfectly positioned as a safe, premium
full-fledged serviced yet competitively priced airline
and this has always been our key considerations.
Our fleet is the youngest in the industry
with an average age of 5.6 years and
having achieved the ICAO Safety Audit,
Etihad Airways consistently ranks as one of
the safest airlines globally. Our Guest Service
team are relentlessly improving and exceeding
guest expectations throughout their journey with
Etihad Airways.
What sets Etihad Airways apart from its
competitors?
I strongly believe our people sets us apart from our
competitors. At merely 16 years old our team is seen
to consistently go above and beyond, ensuring our
guests are prioritized at all times.
The loyalty of our people has to be admired.
Our company is transforming and our employees
have come together under the direction of our CEO
and the Senior Management, setting our heads and
hearts in unity to rebuild Etihad Airways. With the
strategies in place, we have positioned the airline in
an upward trend.
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How has Etihad Airways been
performing for the past few years?
Since we started our service into Malaysia
13 years ago, Etihad Airways has came a long
way. We have trialled strategies over the years,
yielded positive results and learning from the
rest. In Malaysia, we are performing very well.
Ultimately, it is crucial to understand our position
in the market and where there are areas to
improve and to stay focused.
Over the years, we have built great business
partnerships with the trade, corporate and
direct customers. Through these partnerships,
we have evolved and constantly seek new
avenues to explore. This is especially true as we
are in an ever-changing dynamic environment.
In order to be sustainable, we need to learn
and collaborate even more with one another.
The Airport Council International
predicts that by 2040, the AsiaPacific region will contribute more
than 42% of all international air
travellers. What are Etihad’s future
plans for Malaysia?
Like all airlines, Etihad constantly assesses
its network and makes informed adjustments
to meet passenger demand and commercial
opportunities. Right now and for the
foreseeable future, we will continue to focus
on our key Asian gateways, while leveraging
the expanded network provided by key
partnerships like our codeshare to connect
people from across the region to the global
Etihad network.
And we will see more opportunities for
Malaysian travellers as we look to the
future. Though I can’t go into specifics now,
we’ll continue to evolve and build our network
to create more choice and opportunity to
connect Malaysia with the world, via our
hub Abu Dhabi.
In 2017, Etihad launched a fiveyear restructuring process for the
purpose of strengthening their
balance sheet and streamlining the
cost base. Has this initiative manage
to offset the recent tough market
conditions?
Indeed we underwent a difficult period and
in order to turn things around, the airline had
to make some drastic changes. A lot went into
ensuring the sustainability of Etihad Airways

and thanks to the leadership of our CEO and
his Senior Management, the airline is on the
right track. The mantra within the company
“One team. One direction” is the essence of
our goal to rebuild Etihad Airways.
Personally, I am very proud to be part of
this company. Each employee has a role
to play and it is amazing to see the culture
we have, to stand and fight to achieve that
one goal.
You have worked in the industry
for almost 15 years now, please
tell us more about your experience
in the aviation industry and what
drives your passion for it?
I started my career with Qatar Airways in
Abu Dhabi for 2 years before returning to
Malaysia to resume my role in the industry.
Having the opportunity to be part of Pricing,
Revenue Management, Reservation &
Ticketing, Sales, Marketing and later in People
Management, I was privileged to get an
understanding and a feel into the different
areas of the Commercial department.

This industry is extremely dynamic and the
ever-changing environment thrills me. There
is a paradigm shift in the aviation industry
as many other industries today. What worked
before doesn’t necessarily work today and
we have to sometimes take a step back and
digest what’s required before taking a leap
of faith. Never be afraid to take chances
and never be afraid to get your hands dirty.
People play such a huge part in the success
and sustainability of the business.
I am passionate about people; my team,
partners and customers alike, are the most
important make-up to the business.
What are your favourite
destinations to go for a holiday
and why?
Italy. Italy is rich in history and culture and
every place has its distinct character. Rome,
Florence, Vatican City, Lake Como, Tuscany,
Naples, Amalfi Coast and Positano are simply
magnificent. Jon (my husband) and I enjoy the
cuisine, architecture and the feeling of being
transported to the ancient Roman Empire and
Renaissance era is priceless.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE
It is the most wonderful time of the year! For anyone that’s made
it onto your list, we’ve got a series of gift-giving guide to see you
through the holidays.
BY SARA YEOH

1

10
2

THE FINER THINGS

9

3

For lovers of all things luxe.
Here’s the guide to pleasing the
hard-to-please.

6
4
8

5
7

1. BUCCELLATI 18-karat yellow and white gold, diamond and peridot brooch RM454,092 2. LUIS MORAIS Gold chain bracelet RM19,845
3. GIRARD-PERREGAUX Laureato 38mm RM156,986 4. BUCCELLATI 18-karat yellow and white gold, sapphire and diamond necklace
RM454,092 5. PIAGET Possession 18-karat rose gold, diamond and carnelian cuff RM49,118 6. JESSICA MCCORMACK Botanical Heirloom
Jewelry Box RM1,225,340 7. TIFFANY & CO Tiffany 1837 Makers 18-Karat Gold Necklace RM58,177 8. DEAKIN & FRANCIS 18-Karat
Gold Emerald Cufflinks RM23,250 9. MAD PARIS Rolex Oyster Perpetual Ruby RM514,999 10. CARTIER Panthère de Cartier Manchette 22mm
18-karat gold watch RM155,145
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DECK THE HALLS

STOCKING FILLERS

From festive ceramics to velvet cushions, here are the merriest
gifts for gifting the stylish homemakers.

Sometimes, the best things come in small sizes.
For when it’s the thought that counts.

1. CERAMIC & BRASS BY KLEVERING Leopard candle stick RM692 2. CHRISTOFLE Mood Kitchen Cupboard RM6,711 3. NICK VINSON X

1. CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN Beauty Velvet matte lip colour in Jackie RM315 2. ACNE STUDIOS Cassiar logo-print virgin wool scarf RM689

Roksanda X Linck Ceramics Vase 34 RM6,195 4. FRAME BY IBRIDE Ambroise Tray RM644 5. BITOSSI HOME Volta plate RM208 6. REISSUE 50’

3. FENDI Intarsia cashmere and wool-blend beanie RM1,745 4. TOM FORD Knitted silk tie RM976 5. GUCCI Fumus star eye candle RM1,353

BY GUBI Matégot wall coat rack RM854 7. VANESSA MITRANI Bee ball pot RM1,387 8. GUCCI Leopard velvet cushion RM5,192 9. PULCINA

6. SIMONE ROCHA Crystal-embellished hair clip RM574 7. TTURNBULL & ASSER Paisley-print silk twill pocket square RM457

Italian espresso maker RM332 10. MAGIS COLLECTION ME TOO Puppy medium decoration (Limited Christmas 2019 Edition) RM525

8. CHLOÉ Chloé C leather cardholder RM706 9. PRADA Mohair-trimmed RM1,841 10. L’OFFICINE Universelle Buly 1803
Saint Joseph the Carpenter eau de toilette RM716
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FASHION
& BEAUTY
NEWS
All the must-knows
and must-haves of
the month
BY SARA YEOH

SUPREME SYNERGY

Following the unprecedented success of Rimowa’s
2018 partnership with Supreme for one of the
most covetable pieces of luggage of all time, they
team up once again for a limited-edition luggage
collection. Customised especially for Supreme, the
latest special edition features a throwback spiderweb design from Supreme’s Fall/Winter 2016
collection, carefully anodised into the suitcases’
aluminium surface. Based on the iconic Rimowa
aluminium suitcase, the cases are available in two
sizes, Cabin Plus and Check-In L.
www.rimowa.com

COLE HAAN X RODARTE

Combining Cole Haan’s breakthrough
engineering and Rodarte’s dreamy aesthetics,
they released a limited-edition capsule
collection inclusive of high-fashion accessories
that meet your comfort needs. The collection
– their second collaboration now – features
Rodarte’s romantic and soft colour palette
applied to Cole Haan’s Grand Ambition
bootie, lace-up sneaker, circle bag and bucket
bag styles. Each silhouette is embellished with
perforated hearts, while the bucket bags are
adorned with playful bows, just in time for the
holiday season.
www.colehaan.com
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A BEIJING DAYDREAM

For the fashion house synonymous with the colour red, Valentino’s special haute couture show in Beijing, China – a country
known for its penchant for red – seemed befitting. The collection especially created for the city, titled Daydream, married the
Italian spirit of the Renaissance with the opulence of Chinese splendour. Valentino’s design DNA was heightened at the Beijing
show with flamboyant gowns, larger-than-life bows and extravagant appliqués, coupled with Chinese references like gold and
silver embroidery, and oriental floral motifs. Despite taking place in the foreign land, the maison’s creative director Pierpaolo
Picciolo insisted it was still “a real Italian haute couture collection”.

RED LIGHTS

For its 2019 “Red Line”
Holidays Collection,
Givenchy offers an
exclusive face & eye palette
celebrating the maison’s
DNA with an iconic 4G logo
design. An authentic musthave in the collection, this
sparkling red case holds a
surprising combination of four
deep creamy shades: intense matte red, bright matte pink, luminous
matte peach and metallic gold to highlight the eyes and prominent
facial features. This multipurpose palette can be used as a blusher,
highlighter, or even as eyeshadow, offering an infinite variety of
combinations.
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IN FESTIVE
SPIRITS
4

SPARKLE AND SHINE

To celebrate this most wonderful time of the year,
Peter Philips, creative and image director for Dior
Makeup, draws inspiration from fireworks and
reveals a vibrant “HAPPY 2020” collection. For
the lips, the iconic Diorific comes in four new
shimmering, festive shades housed in a limitededition golden case. And for the eyes, the special
5 Couleurs Happy 2020 palette is imprinted in
bursting firework motifs and available in two
harmonies, one in warm gold tones and the other
in silver, to let you create dazzling eye makeup
looks.

5

BY SARA YEOH

6

IN ANTICIPATION OF
CHRISTMAS

Countdown to Christmas with Jo
Malone’s much-coveted advent
calendar with 24 gorgeous windows
filled with scented surprises. Within
the windows, you will have colognes,
bath and body products, and home
scents, including Blackberry & Bay
Cologne, Bronze Wood & Leather
Intense, English Freesia & Pear Body
Crème, Peony & Suede Bath Oil, and
Sweet Almond & Macaroon Mini
Candle, among others, to make your
countdown to Christmas smelling a
whole lot better.
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In the spirit of the holidays, it is
time to be unapologetically decked
out in glitter and rock bold festive
colours. From YSL’s classic Christmas
red Rouge Pur Couture to Chanel’s
Ombre Première metallic gold
eyeshadow, here’s our hotpicks for
the holiday season.

1. CHANEL Ombre Première Limited
Edition Creamy Powder Eyeshadow in 56
Grandeur
Embossed with a vintage Chanel button
ornament on its surface, this powdery
cream eyeshadow is as charming in its
case and on your eyes. When applied
softly like a halo, this antique metallic gold
shade will make the eyes twinkle. Price
unavailable.
2. PAT MCGRATH LABS Skin Fetish
Sublime Perfection Foundation
This long-wearing foundation features
Diamond Core Powder Technology which
imparts a filtered, soft-focus luminosity,
blurring the appearance of fine lines,
pores and imperfections to get you
camera-ready. RM280.

4. FENTY BEAUTY Diamond Bomb II
Highlighter
Look like a winter goddess in this limited
edition diamond dusted highlighter for
face and body. A swipe of it on your
cheekbones will leave you glowing in an
iridescent peachy-pink shade for a frosty
look. RM169.
5. HUDA BEAUTY Lottie #19 Luxe Silk Lash
Triple stacked for extra drama, this pair of
lashes will give your eyes incredible length
and volume, perfect for achieving a full
glam look. RM115.
3. YVES SAINT LAURENT BEAUTY Rouge
Pur Couture High On Stars Edition in 01 Le
Rouge
Adorned with stars for the holiday season,
YSL’s iconic Rouge Pur Couture in this red hue
will have you sorted for a classic Christmas
look. To switch things up, you can apply
red glitter on top for a more dazzling look.
RM140.

6. TOO FACED Peaches & Cream Palm
Springs Dream Eyeshadow Palette
These 12 extreme colour payoff matte,
shimmer and glitter shades blend easily
and leave a soft, velvety texture. With
glittery shades from gold to hot pink to
blue, you are well on your way for any
party. RM213.
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TIME TO SHINE

NOUVEAU NOEL
Gear up for a new party wardrobe, and opt for a modern festive look in monochromic
tones and party suits, finished with just the right touch of glitter and shimmer.

Take centre stage at your year-end celebrations in anything that catches
the light for maximum glitz and glamour, and channel the spirit of Christmas
in hues of copper and emerald and festive patterns.
BY SARA YEOH

BY SARA YEOH

ROTATE BIRGER CHRISTENSEN
Masha embellished stretch-jersey mini
dress RM873

ATTICO
Draped stretch-lamé mini dress
RM2,257

ALTUZARRA
Fenice cady blazer
RM4,428

SIES MARJAN
Sander satin shirt
RM3,862

TOM FORD
Copper slim-fit satin-trimmed
zebra-jacquard tuxedo jacket
RM16,738

PRADA
Wool-gabardine
bustier top
RM2,507

CHRISTIAN DADA
Feather embroidery shirt
RM1,684

JOHN
VARVATOS
Distressed
signet ring
RM1,201
ISABEL MARANT
Silver-tone crystal earrings
RM1,555

IPPOLITA
Lollipop 18-karat gold and
ceramic multi-stone ring
RM11,826

BALMAIN
Pleated leather tapered pants
RM7,857
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JIMMY CHOO
Sarara 85 crystal-embellished grosgrain
and suede sandals
RM4,719

GUCCI
Sequin bomber jacket
with GG embroidery
RM26,22O

PACO RABANNE
Pixel 1969 chainmail
shoulder bag
RM3,359

RACHEL ZOE
Sofia canvas flared pants
RM1,472

HAIDER ACKERMANN
Jacquard patterned
trousers
RM4,357

SAINT LAURENT
Star-embossed
pouch bag
RM2,944

BERWICH
Checked
slim trousers
RM985

GIUSEPPE ZANOTTI
Angeles loafers
RM4,407
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THE

Luxe REPORT
BY CRYSTAL CHONG

Fresh Start for Lake Lucerne Luxury Hotel
Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group has announced it will manage and re-brand an
existing hotel on Lake Lucerne, Switzerland. Currently undergoing a multi-million-dollar
renovation, the property will re-open as Mandarin Oriental Palace, Luzern at the end of
2020.

Quality Sound,
Extraordinary Luxury
In October, Apple launched its muchanticipated AirPods Pro earbuds,
featuring Active Noise Cancellation for
an immersive sound experience and
Transparency mode that allows users to
hear what’s happening around them.

A Secret Garden Sanctuary Opens Its Doors
Luxury hotel group Aman has put down
roots in its third destination in Japan with
the opening of Aman Kyoto in November.
Located at the heart of a 32-hectare forest,
the resort is a secluded otherworldly retreat.
Think moss-covered boulders glowing like
emerald, winding footpaths linking tranquil
forest glades, and streams providing
a soothing soundtrack broken only by
birdsong.
The resort houses 26 guest rooms, each
strikingly minimalist in design with floorto-ceiling windows framing the natural
surroundings. At the Aman Spa, guests
can find wellness offerings defined by
nature to rejuvenate the body and mind.
From traditional onsen bathing facilities
to treatments that tap into Japan’s plentiful
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natural apothecary – including Kyoto
green tea and local saké, relaxation
and healing are delivered in their purest
forms.
The Living Pavilion by Aman, with
beautiful views of the surrounding
gardens and forest, serves all-day dining
in a convivial setting. For authentic local
cuisine, guests can also choose to dine at
Taka-an, the resort’s Japanese restaurant
that honours the legacy of artist Honami
Koetsu.
Beyond the greens of the resort are no
fewer than 17 UNESCO World Heritage
sites, giving guests easy reach to the
history and wonders of Japan’s ancient
Imperial capital.

Just a month later, Caviar, a Russian
brand for luxury smartphones and
accessories, introduced the AirPods
Pro Gold Edition. With only one for
sale in the entire world, the highly
exclusive accessory was launched with
a charging case and earbuds made
from a piece of 750 hallmark gold (18
carat).
Now sold, the AirPods Pro Gold
Edition was priced at US$67,790
(RM281,837).

The iconic Hotel Palace Luzern first opened in 1906 and is located in the heart of the
city, on the shores of the lake.
Following the completion of the extensive renovation, the hotel will comprise 146 rooms
and suites offering excellent views of the lake and mountains. Guests can also expect
a restaurant and a bar together with a variety of social and meeting facilities. Not to
forget, a spa and fitness room.
Beyond the picturesque mountain and lake scenery, the city is also home to one of
Switzerland’s most famous landmarks, Chapel Bridge, which was first erected in the
14th century, and is one of the oldest wooden bridges in Europe.

Ski Around the World
with Scott Dunn
British tour operator Scott Dunn has
introduced the ultimate ski trip for
adventurous souls. Spanning across
five countries, three continents, and
over 30 days, the epic experience will
showcase some of the world’s best ski
spots while ensuring the comfort of
guests with stays at incredible luxury
hotels and seamless transfers from one
destination to another.
From pristine glaciers to legendary
powder fields, the iconic ski
destinations covered include Zermatt,
Niseko, Whistler, Aspen, and
Northern Iceland. Beyond offering
heli-skiing in some of the world’s
best terrains, the itinerary is also
interspersed with rest stops in Tokyo
and Vancouver, as well as unique
experiences such as visiting an igloo
village in Zermatt, snowmobiling in
Aspen and a heli ice cave adventure
in Whistler.
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BEAUTIFUL HOTEL DESTINATIONS
Somewhere along the way, hotels have become rightful destinations on
their own. Here are some that are currently on top of our wander list.
BY SARA YEOH

Gstaad Palace
Gstaad, Switzerland
“Gstaad is the last paradise in a crazy
world,” Julie Andrews once exclaimed.
And towering over this paradise is the
luxurious Gstaad Palace, which has long
been a winter playground for glamorous
jetsetters. One of the last family-operated
hotels in Switzerland and managed by
the third generation of the Scherz family,

it has withstood a history of over a
hundred years, offering old world
elegance to its well-to-do guests. If
circumstances allow, opt for the suites,
where you will have a magical view
of the Swiss mountains from inside the
rooms outfitted with alpine elegance.
www.palace.ch

Arctic Snow Hotel & Glass Igloos
Cuixmala
Jalisco, Mexico
Possibly one of the most luxurious stays
in Central America – or in the world,
for that matter – Cuixmala sits amid
a landscape of lush jungle, sweeping
savannah and surrounded by pristine
beaches, dissolving the boundaries that
separate you from nature. Developed in
the late 1980’s by British magnate Sir
James Godsmith for his private estate,
this sanctuary sprawls across 25,000
acres of land on the Pacific coast of
Mexico. Now converted to a 12-suite
boutique hotel, its great size and sense
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of privacy have become quite a magnet
for the rich and famous who want an epic
hideaway. Among the accommodations
it offers, the Casa Cuixmala, which
overlooks the ocean and houses four
suites, was once Sir James’ private house,
so it’s only natural that it would be the most
breathtaking part of the opulent estate.
Remember to pack your sporty gear for
yoga classes and hikes, and a pair of
trousers and sturdy shoes, in case you
decide to go horse riding.
www.cuixmala.com

Rovaniemi, Finland
Make like modern-day Eskimos in this
frosty destination in the city of Rovaniemi,
Finland, where white winters are
guaranteed. Inside, temperatures are set
to a chilly -3ºC to retain the original forms
of decorative sculptures and furniture in
the rooms. If that sends chills down your
spine, their heated glass igloos will make

a warmer option. When you lie down
at night, starry skies – or if you’re lucky,
the Northern Lights – become your roof.
When the Northern Lights do illuminate
the skies of Rovaniemi, you will be
waken up by an optional aurora alarm,
so you will not miss a thing.
www.arcticsnowhotel.fi
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SIEW HOCK MENG
Far Away, 1989
Pastel on paper 48 x 66 cm
SOLD - RM 30,434.40
KLAS Art Auction 26 June 2016
Edition XXI

ART FEATURES

SIEW HOCK MENG
Timelessness Through Canvas
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

S

iew Hock Meng was born on April
3, 1942, in Johor. He graduated
from the Nanyang Academy of
Fine Arts, Singapore in 1961 and has
been painting ever since. The artist is
based in Singapore and he was awarded
the National Day Medal for Fine Arts
in 1971 and the award for Visual Arts
Creation, Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts Alumni Association Singapore in
1981 and 1984.
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In 1975, Siew was invited to run an art
gallery in Singapore by a businessman
for whom he had painted a portrait in
Kemaman. His fame as a portrait painter
gradually grew and spread in the region,
especially in Taiwan where he often spent
months painting on commission. Not
content to restrict himself to portraiture,
Siew began to explore a wider range
of subjects and themes such as human
figures and life and culture of places like
Malaysia, Indonesia including Bali, India,
Myanmar and Cambodia.

This great master of super-realist
figurative painting is also the first mentor
of Malaysian watercolourist Chang Fee
Ming, who spent a fair amount of his time
in his early years painting with him. Apart
from his fascination for human forms,
vibrant tropical colours and artistic and
cultural diversity of the region, Siew often
shows a deeper concern for the social,
cultural and environmental realities that
people in the region must face.
Illustrated on page 396 and 397 in the ‘Portrait The Art of Siew Hock Meng V’ coffee table book
published in 2016
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ARTWORKS
SOLD BY KL
LIFESTYLE ART
SPACE IN 2019
Siew Hock Meng (left) and the late artist,
Lee Man Fong
Siew Hock Meng posing with maestro, Lee Man Fong’s painting entitled, “Long Journey”,
an oil on canvas from 1977, exhibited in Siew’s gallery in Singapore.

“It takes great skills and practice to
become a great portrait artist,” said
Siew. The artist was 33 years old when
he started painting portraits for people
from all walks of life. He earned his
fame and recognition for his works
in portraiture. His collective record of
commissioned portrait works spanning
Singapore, Taiwan and Indonesia run into
the hundreds. Each creation is authentic
and pure, owed to the stilted academic
portrait techniques – Siew’s portraits
capture the presence of the person and
the exact moment it was taken.
The hallmark of a good portrait of a
person should firstly resemble the person
in real life. Secondly, the painting should
look alive and lastly, it has to be beautiful.
Regarded as one of the most important
artists in the region, Siew dabbles in oils,
acrylic and pastels in his work, and he is
believed to be most adept at painting with
pastels. His expertise in portrait painting
also showcases his proficiency in using
pastels with very precise and skilled
application of colours. Like a magician,
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he creates vivid portraits with just a few
dabs and strokes, leaving the spectators
in awe of the lifelike rendition.

FRIENDSHIP WITH LEE MAN FONG
Theirs was a celebration of friendship,
forged through art. Singapore
artist Siew Hock Meng has great
admiration for Lee’s technique. Even
if he had not established his Eastern
style of oil painting, he would still
have achieved much.

Siew’s figure paintings are evidence of
his maturity, mastery and superb control.
His creations in this area comes with a
high degree of technical proficiency
and translates his visions. Apart from
his fascination for the vibrant colours
and cultural diversity of the tropics, he
expresses a deep concern for the social
and environmental realities behind
them. His observations and reflections
are especially poignant in the many
thoughtful and contemplative landscapes.

The artist was introduced to the
venerable Lee through a mutual
friend, in his own, Grace Art
Gallery, established in 1975 in
Singapore. Lee’s popularity was on
the rise at the time, which spurred
Siew to acquire and showcase Lee’s
works in his gallery. During that
period, there were only two galleries
in Singapore, one owned by him
(Grace Art Gallery) while the other
was owned by Gerard Butcher.

Anyone who views Siew Hock Meng’s
figurative art will be immediately
overwhelmed by its stunning beauty.
His figurative art emerges from intensive
explorations of two of the most demanding
realms in the artistic repertoire –
portraiture art and figurative art. What
stirs the imagination of the viewer is
Siew’s achievements of flawlessness,
purity, enchantment, vitality and mystery.

Siew was drawn to Lee’s artworks
for his relaxed style of painting,
which they shared an affinity for.
The fondness for each other’s
works developed naturally, and so
was their friendship. Siew had a
high regard for Lee that when the
late artist wanted to gift him a few
paintings, he refused on the basis
that they were very valuable and
shouldn’t be given out as gifts.

1

BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

K

L Lifestyle Art Space (KLAS) bids
farewell to yet another astounding
year of its modern and contemporary
art auctions. The esteemed gallery’s
concluding art auction in Jalan Utara,
Petaling Jaya on Nov 24 marked its final
event for the 2019 calendar year. KLAS
saw exceptional highs as it celebrated
the brilliant and beautiful masterpieces
of artists from Malaysia and South-East
Asia. As we dawn upon a new year and
decade of important artworks, we look
back at 2019’s momentous art pieces and
highlights sold by this respected auction
house. Names that indisputably made the
list were hot shots such as the late Khalil
Ibrahim, Datuk Ibrahim Hussein, Datuk
Syed Ahmad Jamal, Yusof Ghani, Choo
Keng Kwang, Seah Kim Joo – artists that
frequented KLAS’ auctions, and names
that have garnered loyal connoisseurs.
Besides the heavyweights, this year also
saw famed Filipino artist, Jose Joya with
his work, ‘Prelude to Violence’ soar past its
expectation for a first timer in the auction
and in fact, broke the Malaysian record
price. Marvel at these significant, visual
beauties – the highlights of 2019 that won
hearts and represent an artists’ dynamic
storytelling.

JOSÉ JOYA
Prelude to Violence, 1972
Oil on board 120 x 79 cm
SOLD RM 940,800
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII

2

3

SYED AHMAD JAMAL, DATUK
Senyuman, 2009
Acrylic on canvas 122 x 183 cm
SOLD RM 392,000
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII

ABDUL LATIFF MOHIDIN
Corn and Basket, 1962
Oil on canvas laid on board 70 x 49 cm
SOLD RM 397,600
KLAS Art Auction 7 July 2019
Sale XXXIV
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7

SYED AHMAD JAMAL, DATUK
Berenang - Swimming, 1965
Oil on canvas 122 x 76 cm
SOLD RM 218,400
KLAS Art Auction 7 July 2019
Sale XXXIV

TAN CHOH TEE
Singapore Street Scene, 1985
Acrylic on canvas 53 x 64 cm
SOLD RM 63,840
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII
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YUSOF GHANI
Biring Series XIV, 2006
Oil on canvas 122 x 90 cm
SOLD RM 103,040
KLAS Art Auction 7 July 2019
Sale XXXIV

8

6

12
KHALIL IBRAHIM
East Coast Figures - Movement in Red, 1975
Batik 92 x 80 cm
SOLD RM 75,040
KLAS Art Auction 24 February 2019
Sale XXXV

15

CHOO KENG KWANG
DOVES I, 1987
Oil on board 82 x 122 cm
SOLD RM 50,400
KLAS Art Auction 24 February 2019
Sale XXXV

9
10

WONG YEAN YEAN
The GoDowns - Singapore River Boat Quay, 1979
Oil on canvas 51 x 66 cm
SOLD RM 33,600
KLAS Art Auction 7 July 2019
Sale XXXIV
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ISMAIL ABDUL LATIFF
Malam Penuh Rahsia...Kumbang Cinta, 2016
Acrylic on canvas 90 x 71 cm
SOLD RM 15,680
KLAS Art Auction 7 July 2019
Sale XXXIV

11

13

SEAH KIM JOO
Chinatown, Singapore, 1970s
Batik 85.5 x 49 cm
SOLD RM 15,680
KLAS Art Auction 24 February 2019
Sale XXXV

16

KHALIL IBRAHIM
Crossing the River, 1950s
Oil on canvas 30 x 52.5 cm
SOLD RM 13,440
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII

MOHD KHAIRUL IZHAM
Di Ketika dan Waktu, 2015
Acrylic on canvas 197 x 152 cm
SOLD RM 11,200
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII

CHEN WEN HSI
Sparrows by the Reeds
Ink and colour on paper 81.5 x 54.5 cm
SOLD RM 33,600
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII

KHALIL IBRAHIM
Portrait of A Lady in Red, 2003
Acrylic on canvas 28 x 38.5 cm
SOLD RM 19,040
KLAS Art Auction 24 February 2019
Sale XXXV

18

NORMA BELLEZA
Pagoda Festival in Bocaue,
Bulacan, 2002
Oil on canvas 71 x 67 cm
SOLD RM 7,280
KLAS Art Auction 24 February 2019
Sale XXXV

19

14

YONG MUN SENG
Resting, 1947
Watercolour on paper 26 x 37 cm
SOLD RM 15,120
KLAS Art Auction 24 February 2019
Sale XXXV

SUJARIT HIRANKUL
May, 1976
Acrylic on canvas 81.5 x 61.3 cm
SOLD RM 5,824
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII

20
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SEAH KIM JOO
Sri Mariamman Temple
- Chinatown Singapore, 1970s
Batik 60 x 45 cm
SOLD RM 10,976
KLAS Art Auction 29 September 2019
Sale XXXVII

YAYOI KUSAMA
Pumpkins (2)
Painted cast resin multiples
Each height 10.2 cm
SOLD RM 6,496
KLAS Art Auction 24 February 2019
Sale XXXV
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JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL SPEAKS TO

Nick Scorpion
The Singaporean Who Would Do Anything to Cook

Tell us about yourself
I am Nicholas Scorpion, chef/owner of Jing
Ze Contemporary Asian Restaurant and
Super Lucky. I’ve been cooking for 15 years
now.
Describe your transition from Singapore to
Malaysia?
It was easy. I was trained and brought up
to be independent and done quite a bit of
travelling and living abroad much further
away from home. Malaysia has always been
neighbours to Singaporeans, so it doesn’t
feel like much of a transition.
What are the 3 things you wish you knew
before moving to Malaysia?
•
That Chinese New Year is going to be a
ghost town in KL.
•
That there are so many beautiful golf
courses & badminton courts
•
The hoops that one needs to jump
through in order to attain a Business
Licence.
What did you find most challenging when
adjusting here?
Much of it, as I have dug deeper, would fall
under root commercialism. I will do my best
to articulate this diplomatically. Majority of
the young hospitality professionals come
from hospitality schools. You might have an
inkling where this is going by now.
We often come across (many) hospitality
professionals who have gotten their priorities
mixed up, putting money and position before
experience and skill. As I dug deeper, I had
the opportunity to speak to several school
lecturers that shared insights on how some
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schools are being run now, where passing
rates are higher because of external
factors, many young students now do not
need to fulfil fundamental KPIs in school,
like coming to class on time, or completing
assignments to an exceptional degree in
order to pass a semester or graduate.
Now, I am not speaking for all schools
or any school, this is just something I
learnt, that helped me understand the high
turn-over rates and the chancing over of
a couple of 24 year-old head chefs, with
six jobs under their belts. We spend a
lot of time taking in young professionals,
mentor them and offer a reasonably healthy
salary compared to the national average
respective to position. However, more
often, a simple offer of a bigger position
and slightly more money would easily
entice a young chef or waiter to drop what
he or she is doing and jump to another
ship.
This creates our 24-year-old head chefs
with six jobs under their belts who do not
have a clue of how to fillet a fish. On the
flip side we, see less resistance in learning
among the “less fortunate” who did not
have the opportunity to study in a fancy
school or school for that matter.
The challenge is very real, to use precious
time and resources in the business to reteach what really matters in the long run,
and anchor these values with them for a
lifetime versus forcing short-term results from
fundamentally broken ideologies. Ultimately
rendering productivity levels to be lower.

Could you describe the difference between
the culinary scene here and in your home
country?
I’ll break the culinary scene down to
international-level restaurants and local
restaurants. In my opinion, the local fare in
Malaysia has more charm and authenticity
compared to Singapore, with the old
markets still operating as it was tens of years
ago, and the huge canvas of Malaysia
littered with pockets of tradition and culture
untouched for centuries. It offers travellers
and the newer generation great access to
what is original, from recipes to architecture
to new generation chefs preserving old
family traditions.
On an international level, Singapore is
very much at the forefront of the scene
compared to Malaysia. Singapore is up to
date and modern, boasting Michelin-starred
restaurants and Top 50s all around the
island. For the above differences I feel that it
is wonderful that both countries are next to
each other.
What would you like to accomplish while
living in Malaysia?
Putting Jing Ze on the map as a prominent
restaurant on the international culinary
scene, then inspire the next generation of
chefs that walk through our doors.
If you’ve travelled domestically, tell us about
your favourite trip
I’ve only done drives from Singapore to KL if
that counts, but no, I haven’t had the chance
to travel in Malaysia. Would anyone like to
be my guide?
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THE STICKS
An Exclusive Wild Escape
BY JACQUELINE BENITA PAUL

M

ention Kuala Kubu Bharu and you
would be most likely bombarded
with recommendations for the best
hot springs and hiking spots. However, when
it comes to recommendations on where to
stay, the opinions are unanimous on The
Sticks as the best spot to stay in to enjoy the
convenience of location, comfortable lodgings
and exclusivity. Prior to our one-hour journey
to The Sticks from Kuala Lumpur, we were
preempted on the lack of signal coverage
(except for Celcom users) and was provided
with comprehensive instructions via email
on how to get there. A brisk walk from the
parking area to the eco-resort gave us the
opportunity to take in the sights and sounds of
the forest.
The first thing we noticed was the minimal
clearing of the surrounding forest. Co-owner,
Michelle explained that the design of the
resort was intended to leverage on the natural
resources and only clearing the area that
would be used. Even the electricity is solarpowered during the day, while generators is
used at night. Each guest that is checked into
the resort are provided with a comprehensive
brief that outlines the activities, dining periods
and best practices for a comfortable stay.

Our first night was at the Riverside Tendok,
where you can have your very own private
river. Tubes are available for rent if you feel
like riding the current. The tent suite comes
with a queen-sized bed, attached bathroom
and minimalistic, rustic furnishings. At night is
when the magical acoustics of the forest and
rush of the river come together harmoniously,
as if the jungle itself is welcoming us.
Since the nearest eatery is a 10-minute drive
away, guests can opt to have half boarding
or full boarding where meals are prepared
by the resort staff. Our breakfast options
were either Continental or Western (which
varies depending on when you visit). Our
lunch and dinner for our two-day stay were
spectacular. Lunch was served in a tiffin with
well-portioned local, home cooked comforts.
Guests can choose to try the steamboat or
barbecue for dinner, both equally delightful.
Though if you are big eater, you might want
to inform the staff ahead of time to prepare
accordingly.
Our second night was spent in the Bamboo
House, located just behind the Dewan (where
the food is served). The structure offered
more security, with the option of locked

doors and less curious animals. Just walking
around the compound offered plenty to talk
about, making the endeavour of going off the
grid for the weekend, easier. At the Dewan,
you can rent board games or take a nap
on the hammocks, catch up with reading,
etc. Thrill seekers can book a white-water
rafting or paragliding session, depending
on the season. Otherwise, you can explore
the tracks that were personally made by the
owners while stumbling upon pieces of Kuala
Kubu Bharu’s colourful communist insurgency
history.
We were grateful for The Sticks experience as
it helped us reconnect with our minds, body
and soul. We left feeling rejuvenated, whole
and energised to take on the world. It also
allowed us to appreciate nature and relive
the simple times from our childhood. This
retreat is especially suitable for families and
young couples who are looking for reprieve
from their daily grind and to strengthen their
relationships.

The Sticks
Lot 213 Jalan KKB - Fraser’s Hill,
44000 Kuala Kubu Baru, Selangor, Malaysia
+60 17-345 9109

Swimming Pool
overlooking
Nelayan Restaurant

TANJONG JARA RESORT
Unmistakably Malay
BY HIRANMAYII AWLI MOHANAN

I

n dire need of respite for the body, mind
and soul, we found ourselves at Tanjung
Jara Resort, Terengganu. Cradled by the
turquoise waters of the South China Sea
and idyll, verdant backdrop, this resort is a
sanctuary of traditional luxury and well-being
steeped in age-old Malay traditions.

Warm hues and wooden panels bedeck the
interior of the rooms. Expect plush bedding,
a day bed to relax on, a large open ensuite bathroom with an oversized bathtub,
separate shower and two vanity units, and an
outdoor verandah to soak in the scene.

The Malay architecture trope of 17th century
palaces is revealed as soon as you slink into
its gateways and continues as you are swept
through its sprawled, tree-fringed grounds.
Centred around the concept of sucimurni
which emphasises purity of spirit, health
and well-being, this secluded hideaway
encourages true rejuvenation.

It’s a rare thing to discover a resort that
embraces and practises the local culture as
rigorously as Tanjong Jara Resort. Robust with
weekly activities, each day offers an exciting
adventure. We delved into the Secrets of
Malay Kitchen which gave us insight into
the wonders of traditional Malay home
cooking with a trip to the local wet market
and subsequently cooked up a storm with the
guidance of a local culinary master.

Hushed pathways lead from the lobby to the
accommodations, restaurants, spa and other
facilities. If you tread the grounds further and
follow the call of crashing waves, you will
find yourself a sweeping view of the emerald
ocean, as far as the eyes can see.

Relax, and breathe in the crisp breeze of nature
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Furnished in local timber and rich fabrics,
each of Tanjong Jara Resort’s rooms
commands a view of the South China Sea
or the resort’s tropical landscaped gardens.

Another ritual practised here every Saturday
evening is the Kampong Sucimurni Lifestyle
– a true festival for the senses. Tantalising
aromas fill the air as local delicacies are
doled out for guests to indulge and discover
the rich traditions offered by Terengganu.
Di Atas Sungei and Nelayan, Tanjong Jara’s
resident restaurants will whet your appetite
with their offerings of traditional local fare

Bumbung Sea View Room

and a medley of Western cuisine. Translated
to over the river, Di Atas Sungei literally sits
over a river, under the East Coast skies. Its
buffet of local delicacies allows an experience
of flavours from every part of Terengganu.
Nelayan, on the other hand, is helmed by
Chef Wai who focuses on sustainable fishing
practices and freshest ingredients. The
romantic, seaside setting makes for a perfect
date night or to culminate a beautiful day.

Tanjong Jara Resort
Batu 8, Off Jalan Dungun,
23000 Kuala Dungun, Terengganu.
Tel: 09-845 1100
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A Day - The First Artisan
Department Store Is Now Open
Making an entrance to the retail scene
in Kuala Lumpur, A Day, the first artisan
department store, opened its doors at
Intermark Mall on Nov 7, 2019.
Spread across 3,000 square feet, A Day
is proud to be the most valuable lifestyle
powerhouse that has redefined art and craft
retail in Malaysia with a dynamic portfolio
of over 100 brands and over 10,000
aspirational products.

RAGE LAUNCHES RAGE 2.0 AT MID VALLEY

The A Day story began in 2017 when the
owners started to fall in love with the stories
behind artisan brands in Malaysia. To provide
local talents with a channel to present their
work, and help them realise their creative
dreams and set them on the right career path,
A Day was born.

Local coffee tech scene startup, RAGE has just launched its new
flagship outlet in Mid Valley Megamall, RAGE2.0. Departing from
the usual local coffee scene, RAGE 2.0 offers a new and reinvented
menu with standout meal options throughout the day, curated coffee
and matcha-based drinks as well as brand-new frappes, with multiple
options of alternative milk to choose from.
Owner, Jevin Singh’s brainchild aims to be much more than any typical
instagrammable cafe. Incorporating technology and community, the
brand hopes to assemble go-getters, dream chasers and entrepreneurs
to do what they love, to unlabel yourself and #NeverSettle. The café
concept and mobile application are uniquely designed for fellow
RAGERs to connect and build relationships with others of similar
interests.

The store carefully curates the loveliest
items from around the country, offering a
vast selection of merchandise from the most
inspiring artists. From fashion and beauty to
food and design, a trip to this lifestyle store
offers much to explore.

All recipes in the RAGE menu are meticulously crafted, seeking to
offer customers the perfect balance of taste and nutrition. At the latest
RAGE2.0 in Mid Valley Megamall, you can get revitalised by its brandnew frappes as well as the unique Clarified Pineapple Coconut Cream
Tea.

With each item, be it the chocolate bars or
natural skincare products, A Day hopes to
share their passion for unique creations that
will make everyone’s life simpler, easier and
more beautiful. Ultimately, their goal is to
inspire and encourage Malaysians to unleash
their inner maker.

Shangri-La invites you to
Rediscover Your Malaysia

Zalora Officially Launches Kids Category

Shangri-La Hotel & Resorts has launched
its Cuti- Cuti, Rediscover Your Malaysia
campaign to encourage more of us to
experience the cultures and beauty of our
country.
Participating hotels include Shangri-La Hotel,
Kuala Lumpur; Shangri-La’s Rasa Sayang
Resort & Spa, Penang; Shangri-La’s Tanjung
Aru Resort & Spa, Kota Kinabalu; Traders
Hotel, Kuala Lumpur; Golden Sands Resort,
Penang; Shangri-La Rasa Ria Resort & Spa,
Kota Kinabalu; Hotel Jen Puteri Harbour,
Johor, and Hotel Jen Penang.
Open to Malaysian residents only, guests
can start booking rooms from now to Dec
31, 2019 for stays until Jan 5, 2020. With
each booking comes benefits such as daily
breakfast for two adults and two children
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ZALORA, Asia’s online fashion destination,
expands its offerings and enters the
childrenswear market with the launch of the
Kids category on ZALORA’s website and
app. The Kids category stocks over 5,000
fashionable items for your little ones aged
0-12 years old from global label-favourites
Disney, Mango Kids, Mango Baby, Oshkosh
B’gosh; and sports giants Nike, Adidas, and
Puma, to name a few.

(below six years old), cumulative daily
credit for qualifying room charges or dining
experiences, late check-out, as well as access
to a host of facilities.
With Shangri-La’s interactive activities
planned throughout the festive period from

Dec 21, 2019 to Jan 1 next year, guests can
also look forward to strengthening family
bonds and spending quality time with each
other. The activities on offer include the
Kitchen Tour & Baking Session, Movie Nights
and Fish Feeding right on the grounds of
Shangri-La Hotel, Kuala Lumpur.

With a wide array of local and international
brands to shop from, ZALORA conveniently
offers the latest trends regardless of the
age and head-to-toe outfits great for any
occasion; from birthdays to baptisms, hijabs
and modest wear, and even travel to festive
looks perfect for the upcoming holiday
season. The latest category offering has
newborn’s needs covered with the most stylish
rompers and onesies, mittens & gloves, to
everyday essentials like swaddling blankets,
baby carriers, diaper bags, and more!
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MAKAN MAKAN
Tel: 03-2691 6599

Tel: 03-6201 6553

Nadodi KL
03 2181 4334 • Lot 183, 1st Floor, Jalan
Mayang, Off Jalan Yap Kwan Seng,
50450 Kuala Lumpur. • Fine Dining
• Pork-free

Tel: 03-6211 7877

Qureshi Malaysia
03-2011 1007 • Ground Floor, East
Wing, TPC Kuala Lumpur No 10, Jalan
1/70D, Off Jalan Bukit Kiara, 60000
Kuala Lumpur. • Casual Dining
• Halal

IF ONLY RESTAURANT
Ground floor, Regal House, 1,
Jalan U Thant, Taman U Thant,
55000 Kuala Lumpur

/ 2430 / 2431

Tel: 03-2782 3800

Tel: 03-2117 3111

JHANN
6, Jalan Medan Setia 2,
Bukit Damansara,
50490 Kuala Lumpur

Barat Lifestyle Vegetarian
Restaurant
010-288 2654 • 19, Lorong Kurau,
Taman Bukit Pantai, 59100 Kuala Lumpur.
• Fusion Vegetarian Restaurant
• Casual Dining • Halal

03-2148 8744

Tel: 03-8949 6288

Avenue K Shopping Mall
156 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala
Lumpur. Tel: 03 2168 7800
Avenue K is Kuala Lumpur’s coolest
urban hub where life and creativity are
celebrated. The new Avenue K aims to
indulge your retail desires, cater to your
entertainment needs and satisfy your
appetite for top-notch dining in comfort.
Far from a regular mall, it offers exciting
experiences and a trend setting venue
where shoppers can relax and treat
yourself to a good time. With over 60
exciting dining options including Fresca
Mexican Kitchen, Dolly Dim Sum,
Samba Brazilian Steakhouse, Sushi
Zanmai, Nene Chicken, Boat Noodle,
Sushi King and Bankara Ramen. there
is no doubt that Avenue K is a foodie’s
heaven. • 10am to 10pm
IOI City Mall
Management Office, Unit T2-3A-3 &
Unit T2-3A-3A, Level 3A, IOI City Tower
Two, Lebuh IRC, IOI Resort City, 62502
Putrajaya, Sepang, Selangor.
Tel: 03-8328 8900
The multi award-winning IOI City Mall,
located within IOI Resort City, is the
largest mall in Southern Klang Valley. It
is easily accessible via major highways
and public transport. Its 1.5 million sq.
ft. of lettable space is occupied by trendy
fashion brands, supermarket, cineplexes
and F&B outlets offering exquisite local
and international dining experiences. •
10am to 10pm
MyTOWN Shopping Centre
No.6, Jalan Cochrane Cheras, Seksyen
90, 55100 Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-2710 0057
MyTOWN is located in Kuala Lumpur,
anchored by IKEA Cheras. Visit us
easily by bypass or take a ride on the
MRT to the Cochrane underground
MRT station. The blend of fashion
forward retail, amazing amenities,
stylish alfresco events make MyTOWN
the premier shopping destination in the
heart of Kuala Lumpur. It’s more than
just shopping… It’s an experience for
everyone in the family!
• 10am to 10pm
92 l KL LIFESTYLE

Shang Palace
03-2074 3904 • 11 Jalan Sultan Ismail
50250 Kuala Lumpur • Pork-free
• Shangri-La Hotel KL • Cantonese
Cuisine

Tel: 03-2142 6636

Chez Gaston KL by Rendez-Vous
011-3993 0036 • 12G, Jalan Bangsar
Utama 9, Bangsar, 59000 Kuala Lumpur.
• Non-halal • Casual Dining

Yun House
03-2382 8888 • Four Seasons Place,
145 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala
Lumpur. • Pork-free • Four Seasons
Hotel Kuala Lumpur • Dim sum
Sunway Velocity Mall
Lingkaran SV, Sunway Velocity, 55100
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-2786 3970
Sunway Velocity Mall is earmarked to
be the leading destination in KL South
with its cutting-edge architecture, neo
futuristic façade and contemporary
interior. Built with connectivity in mind,
the mall is easily accessible through
major roads and highways and is
well-serviced by public transportation
including 1 LRT and 2 MRTs.
• 10am to 10pm
The LINC KL
360, Jalan Tun Razak, 50400
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-92130388
The LINC KL is an escape, a hideaway, a
preferred destination for when you want
to take a break from your busy life and
reconnect with nature. It is a place full
of such possibilities. Room for nature.
Room for coming together. Room for
celebration. Space to grow. Space to
simply be yourself.
• 10am to 10pm
Shoppes at Four Seasons Place
145 Jalan Ampang, 50450
Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-2391 9655
Shoppes at Four Seasons Place is an
elegant showcase spanning over six
levels of retail, restaurants, a boutique
grocer, and more. Immerse yourself in
seamless accessibility with your every
convenience within comfort’s reach.
Take your time to explore the collection
of carefully curated brands uniquely
housed amidst wide spaces, marble
halls, and comfortable lounge areas.
Strategically located in the Golden
Triangle of Kuala Lumpur, the mall
welcomes you to indulge in an idyllic
experience.
• 10am to 10pm

Jasons Food Hall
is a favourite with shoppers, as it
offers an extensive range of fresh and
international food brands.
10am - 10pm daily.

Tel: 03-2697 9312

Tel: 03-5633 2530

Entier French Dining
03-2268 3819 • Level 41 at Alila
Bangsar No 58, Jalan Ang Seng,
Brickfields, 50470 Kuala Lumpur.
• Pork-free • Fine Dining

Opium KL
03-2142 5670 • 50, Changkat Bukit
Bintang, Kuala Lumpur. • Casual Dining
• Oriental

The Starling Mall
6, Jalan SS 21/37, Damansara
Utama, 47400 Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
Tel: 03-7730 7000
Built in an organic form with a fluid
façade and natural setting, The Starling
is a space where nature is immersed
into urban retail environment to create
a unique space for togetherness in
harmony with nature.

Bistro à Table
03-7931 2831 • 6, Jalan 17/54,
Seksyen 17, 46400 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor. • Fine Dining • Pork-free

Wan Chun Ting
03 2720 6688 • No. 6 – Jalan
Damanlela, Bukit Damansara, 50490
Kuala Lumpur. • Sofitel Kuala Lumpur
Damansara Hotel • Dim Sum
• Casual Dining

Contango
03-2785 8000 • 5, Jalan Sultan
Hishamuddin, Tasik Perdana, 50000
Kuala Lumpur • The Majestic Hotel KL
• Pork-free • Casual Dining

Din Tai Fung Pavilion
03-2148 8292 • 168, Bukit Bintang
Street, Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala
Lumpur. • Dim Sim • Casual Dining
10am - 10pm dayly

Tel: 03-2786 9333

KL’s Best Bar

Luk Yu Tea House
03 2782 3850 • Starhill Gallery 181,
Jalan Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala
Lumpur • Dim Sum • Tea House
• Casual Dining
Tao Chinese Cuisine
03-2782 6000 • 65, Jalan Ampang,
50450 Kuala Lumpur • Intercontinental
Hotel Kuala Lumpur • Oriental Cuisine
• Casual Dining

Cé La Vi
03-2770 3360 • Ilham Tower, No 8, Jln
Binjai, 50450 Kuala Lumpur • Pan-Asian
• Pork-free • Casual Dining
Open House
03-2162 0888 • G48 Suria KLCC,
Lakeside, 50888 Kuala Lumpur
• Malaysian • Pork-free
• Fine Dining

Celestial Court
03-2717 9988
• Jalan Sultan Ismail • Sheraton
Imperial Kuala Lumpur Hotel
• Oriental Cuisine • Casual Dining
Centre

03-2782 3875

Hotel . Non-Halal . Private Dining

4, Jln Delima,kl
FLOUR Restaurant
012-960 0053 • Unit No. 69 & 71G,
Jalan Medan Setia 1, Bukit Damansara,
50490 Kuala Lumpur. • Fine Dining
• Pork-free

Babe by Jeff Ramsay
013 209 1330 • 11th Floor, Work@
Clearwater, Changkat Semantan,
Damansara Heights, 50490 Kuala
Lumpur • Fine Dining
• Pork-free
Huckleberry Food and Fare
03-2098 7933 • Plaza Damansara,
Jalan Medan Setia 2, Bukit Damansara,
50490 Kuala Lumpur • Casual Dining
• Pork-free

Bar Trigona
145, Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur,
50450 Kuala Lumpur
+603-2382 8670

Mr Chew’s Chino Latino
The Penthouse, WOLO, Bukit Bintang
Street, 55100 Kuala Lumpur
+60 3-4065 0168

Mantra bar
Rooftop Bangsar Village II.
+60 17-344 8299

Marinis on 57
Level 57, Menara 3 Petronas,
Persiaran KLCC.
+60 3-2386 6030

The Roof
1 First Avenue Bandar Utama,
Petaling Jaya
+60 3-8605 3388
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The St. Regis Kuala Lumpur
03-2727 1111 . Jalan Stesen Sentral 2,
Kuala Lumpur Sentral . From RM850

Tamarind Springs
03-4256 9300 . Jalan 1 Taman
Tun Abdul Razak, Ampang
Halal . Fine Dining

Nobu Kuala Lumpur
03-2164 5084 . Menara 3 Petronas
Persiaran KLCC . Fine Dining

The Ruma Hotel and Residences
+60 3 2778 0888 . 7 Jalan Kia Peng,
50450 Kuala Lumpur . www.theruma.
com . ATAS Modern Malaysian Eatery
(Modern Malaysian) . Santai Pool and
Lounge . Seven Lobby Bar and Lounge

Raja Chulan
Kokufu
Sri Pan Pacific KL

Fukuya Restaurant
03-2144 1022 . 9, Jalan Delima,
Imbi, Kuala Lumpur . Casual Dining

Sheraton Petaling Jaya
+60 3 7622 8888 . Jalan Utara C,
Petaling Jaya, 46200 Selangor
. www.mariott.com/sheraton-petalingjaya . Yue (Chinese) . Feast (International) . Miyabi (Japanese) . Sala
(Bar) . Chime (cigar and whisky bar)

Haru Japanese Restaurant
03-2011 8783 . 124A, Jalan Kasah,
Medan Damansara . Casual Dining
Nippori Cafe
03-7733 8592 . 102 (First Floor),
Empire Damansara, Jalan PJU 8/8, Damansara Perdana, 47820 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor . Casual Dining

Four Seasons Hotel Kuala Lumpur
145, Jalan Ampang
03-2382 8888

EQ
+603 - 2789 7777 . Equatorial Plaza
Jalan Sultan Ismail 50250 Kuala Lumpur . Nipah . Kampachi
. www.eqkualalumpur.com

Yuzu
03-2284 7663 . The Gardens,
Mid Valley City . Casual Dining

03-20201708

Sunway Pyramid Hotel
+603 7492 8000 . Persiaran Lagoon,
Bandar Sunway, 47500 Selangor
. The Resort Cafe, The Lobby Lounge,
Cherootz
03-2782 6000

Four Seasons Hotel Kuala Lumpur
+603-2382 8888 . Four Seasons Place,
145, Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur
www.fourseasons.com .Yun House (Chinese Restaurant) .Curate (All Day Dining)
.Bar Trigona (Bar) .The Lounge At Four
Seasons(International) .Pool Bar & Grill

www.ihg.com
Tao (chi)

.OneSixFive(Japanese)

Sofitel Kuala Lumpur Damansara
03-2720 6688 . 6, Jalan Damanlela,
Bukit Damansara, 50490 Kuala Lumpur
. From RM330-RM820 . www.sofitelkualalumpur-damansara.com

Element by Westin Kuala Lumpur
03-2771 3388 . Ilham Tower, 8, Jln
Binjai, Kuala Lumpur, 50450 Kuala
Lumpur . Trace Restaurant & Bar .
From RM343 . www.marriott.com
Hotel Capitol Kuala Lumpur
03-21437000 . Jalan Bulan Off
Jalan Bukit Bintang
. www.capitol.com.my

W Kuala Lumpur
+603-2786 8888 .No. 121, Jalan
Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur
www.mariott.com .Yen (Chinese
Restaurant) .Flock (All Day Dining)
.Woobar (Bar)
Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182 1234 Jalan Pinang
KLCC JP Teres (Malaysian),
THIRTY8 (International), Poolside
From RM550 - RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

03-2020 5499

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723 1000
Jalan Stesen Sentral
Nook (International), MAI Bar (Bar
Menu), w xyz(SM) Bar (Cocktails &
Snacks) From RM270 - RM388
www.starwoodhotels.com/alofthotels

The Westin Kuala Lumpur
+603-2731 8333 . 199, Jalan Bukit
Bintang, 55100 Kuala Lumpur
www.westin.com . Prego (Italian
Restaurant) . Five Sen5es (Chinese
Restaurant) . The Living Room (All Day
Dining) . Splash (Pool Side Restaurant
& Bar) . 443 Bar & Coffee Lounge

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA

Flavours Restaurant (Int’l), Green
Treats Delicatessen (Int’l), T@ste 6
Restaurant (Int’l) From470+

.

03-8787 3333

.

Degrees (Int), Traveller’s Bar & Grill,
Palmz Lounge (Wn) From RM570++
www.samasamahotels.com

Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa
+603 7492 8000 . Persiaran Lagoon,
Bandar Sunway, 47500 Selangor
. www.sunwayhotels.com
. The Resort Cafe (All Day Dining)
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Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa

Philea Mines Beach Resort

Hilton KL
+603 2264 2264 . 3 Jalan Stesen
Sentral, 50470 Kuala Lumpur
. ww3.hilton.com . Chynna (Chinese
Restaurant) . Vasco’s (All Day Dining)
Graze (European) . Zeta Bar (Bar)
. Iketeru (Japanese)

Villa Samadhi Kuala Lumpur
+603 2143 2300 . No. 8, Persiaran
Madge Off Jalan Madge, 55000 Kuala
Lumpur . www.villasamadhi.com.my
. The Dining Room (All Day Dining)

03-2267 1111

Pullman Kuala Lumpur
Istana Negara, Jalan Duta
Located along Jalan Duta, it is the official residence of Malaysia’s king since
Nov 11, 2011. Influenced by both Islamic and traditional Malay architecture,
this unique structure is the latest addition
to the country’s architectural wonders.

03-2162 2233

Makana Restaurant
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MUSEUMS
03-2331 7007

03-6200 1000

03-7967 3936

TO

03-2274 6542

9am-6pm

Casino De Genting
03-6101 1118

F4
03-7957 4341

03-9200 0039

Flight Training

Entry Mykad Holder
- RM49(Adult), RM39 (Child), General
Admission - RM69 (Adult), RM59 (Child)

03-2092 7070

03-2094 1222

03-6187 8786

Berjaya Times Square Theme Park
1 Jalan Imbi, Level 5 & 7, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2117 3118
Sunway Lagoon Theme Park
3 Jalan Pjs 11/11, Bandar Sunway,
Petaling Jaya . Tel: 03-5639 0000

Craft Complex
03- 2164 8344
Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. •
Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik
printing and pottery from the 13 states
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily.
• E9 FREE

Telekom Museum
03-2031 9966
Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan
• Displays interesting exhibits of
telephones and evolution of their
designs over the years.
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays
• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad Building
Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan
Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and
heritage building is well known for its
Moghul architecture dating back to
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme
Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers
03- 2615 8188
KLCC • KL City Centre • The
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is
open to visitors between 9am-7pm
daily, closed on Monday • D8

03-2267 1111

Skytropolis Indoor Theme Park
First World Plaza, Resorts World Genting,
Level 1, Genting Highlands, 69000
Tel: 03-2718 1118
District 21
Level 1, IOI City Mall, Putrajaya
Tel: 03-8328 8888

ADVERTISE
IN
THIS
SPACE
CONTACT:

B ARATHAN AMUTHAN

KL Lifestyle
31 Jalan Utara,
46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor,
Malaysia

PHOTOGRAPHER
03-2089 3400
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+60 12-244 6797
IG : framesbybarathanamuthan

RM 32 for adults and RM11 for children
3 to 12 years old

Tel: +603 7932 0668
Email: info@mediate.com.my
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Galleriwan
Islamic Arts Museum Malaysia
Islamic Exhibition Centre
Malaysian Armed Forces Museum
MISC Museum

5A
1D
3C
1D

Royal Malaysian Air Force Museum
Royal Malaysian Police Museum
Telekom Museum
Tun Abdul Razak Memorial

4B
4B
5B
5B

EMBASSIES
Australia
Bolivia
Britain
Finland

5B
5D
5C
5D
3C

France
Indonesia
Japan
Kuwait
Mexico

4C
3B
5C
5C
5B

New Zealand
Pakistan
Philippines
Singapore
United States of America

5B
5B
4D
3A
4D
2C
5B
2C
2E

ENTERTAINMENT/SHOPPING
Ampang Park Complex
Ampang Plaza
Berjaya Times Square
Big A Supermarket
Bukit Bintang Plaza
Campbell Shopping Complex
City Square
Coliseum Restaurant
Duty Free Emporium

4D
3D
4D
4D
3D
4D
3D
4D
2B
4D

Imbi Plaza
S & M Plaza
Shaw Parade
Kuala Lumpur Plaza
Kota Raya
Lot 10
Mydin Emporium
Pavilion Cinema
Pertama Complex
Pudu Cinema

5E
2A
2C
5E
4D
4D
4D
4B
2A
4C

Pudu Plaza
Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC)
Sogo
Star Cinema
Star Hill
Sun Complex
Sungei Wang Plaza
Suria KLCC
The Mall
The Weld

BUS, TAXI, RAILWAY
STATIONS, POST OFFICE
5B AAM (Automobile Association
of Malaysia)
2D General Post Office
2E KL Sentral (main transport terminal)

2D
2E
4C
2B
2A
3D

Klang Bus Station
Kuala Lumpur Railway Station
Malaysia Airlines
Medan Mara Bus Station
Pekeliling Bus Station
Puduraya Bus & Taxi Station

2A Putra Bus Stand
2D Traffic Polis HQ
STAR LRT Station
PUTRA LRT Station

HOTELS
Agora Hotel
Allson Genesis Hotel
Berjaya Times Square Hotel
Bintang Warisan Hotel
Brisdale Hotel
Carcosa Seri Negara
Cardogan
Centra Hotel & Apartments
Champagne
Chamtan
China Town Inn
City Villa Kuala Lumpur
Concorde Hotel
Kuala Lumpur
Corona Inn Kuala Lumpur
Corus Hotel Kuala Lumpur
Crown Plaza Mutiara Hotel
Crown Princess Kuala Lumpur
Dorsett Regency
Kuala Lumpur
Dynasty Hotel Kuala Lumpur
Emerald
Eastern
Elegant Inn
Federal Hotel Kuala Lumpur
First Business Inn
Fortuna Hotel
Furama Hotel
Garden City
Grand Central Hotel
Grand Centrepoint Hotel
Grand Continental Hotel

2A
4D
3A
3C
4C

Grand Pacific Hotel
Grand Plaza Parkroyal
Grand Seasons Hotel
Hotel Champagne
Hotel Equatorial
Kuala Lumpur
Hotel Grand Maya
Hotel Grand Olympic
Kuala Lumpur
Hotel Istana
Hotel Malaya
Hotel Maluri
Hotel Midah
Hotel Nikko Kuala Lumpur
Hotel Nova
Hotel Putra
JW Marriott Hotel
Kuala Lumpur
Katari Hotel
KL Lodge Hotel
Kowloon Hotel
Kuala Lumpur Hilton
Kuala Lumpur International Hotel
Le Meridien
Malaysia
Mandarin Court Kuala Lumpur
Mandarin Oriental
Kuala Lumpur
Mandarin Pacific Hotel
Melia Kuala Lumpur
Micasa Hotel
Mirama Hotel
Orkid Hotel

2C
3B
2B
3D
2B
3C
2B
4D
4C
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4B
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4C
3E
5E
3E
5B
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3A
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3B
3B
5B
3D
3D
4D
2E
2A
2A
2B
4D
5D
2A
5E
4D
2A
2E
3D

Palace Hotel
Paradise B&B
Prescott Inn
Puduraya Hotel
Quality Hotel City Centre
Renaissance Kuala Lumpur
Residence Hotel
Royale Bintang
Shangri-La Hotel
Kuala Lumpur
Sheraton Imperial
Kuala Lumpur
Stanford Hotel Kuala Lumpur
Sucasa Service Apartments
Swiss-Garden Hotel
Kuala Lumpur
Swiss-Inn Kuala Lumpur
The Coronade Hotel
Kuala Lumpur
The Heritage Station Hotel
The Legend Hotel
The Pan Pacific Hotel
Kuala Lumpur
The Plaza Hotel Kuala Lumpur
The Regent Kuala Lumpur
The Ritz-Carlton
Vistana Hotel Kuala Lumpur
Wenworth Hotel
Westin Hotel
Wira Hotel Kuala Lumpur
Wisma YMCA
YWCA
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Seremban & South

2D Tanglin Dispensary
3D Tung Shin Hospital

Tel: 03-2164 3929

2E Stesen Sentral Kuala Lumpur, Lot 21, Level 2, Arrival Hall, Kuala Lumpur City Terminal,
hy

J. Wir

a

3A Kuala Lumpur Hospital
3A National Heart Institute

i TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
2A Putra World Trade Centre, Level 2, 45, Jalan Tun Ismail, 50480 Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-4041 1295
4C Malaysia Tourism Centre (MTC), 109 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur.
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Stesen KL Sentral, 50050 Kuala Lumpur. Tel: 03-2274 3135

Road / Jalan ............ J.
Lane / Lorong .......... L.
River / Sungai .......... Sg.
Village / Kampung ... Kg.

Getting around in Kuala
Lumpur is easy. The transit
systems are efficient, taxis
are plenty and buses are
cheap. The public transportation usage peak hours
are from 7am to 9am and
4.30pm to 6.30pm during
the working days.

Klang Valley Rail Transit Map

By Transit systems

The KL monorail and LRT coaches
are air-conditioned and comfortable
and run from 6am to midnight. The
systems are connected to each other
at several points and the network covers most parts of the city. Fares range
from RM0.90 to RM2.80 per single
journey.

By Taxis

Taxis are easily available at hotels
or at taxi stands. Fares start at RM3
for the first kilometre and RM0.25 for
every 115 metres thereon. There is a
50% surcharge on the metered fare
from midnight to 6am and a baggage
charge of RM2 per piece stored in the
boot. There is also an additional RM1
for 3rd passenger (maximum 4 in a
car). For an extra charge of RM2, you
can book a taxi by phone.

By Ecovans

Ecovans can accommodate up to 5
passengers. They serve mainly guests
at major hotels and follow the fare
structure of taxis but charge RM4
instead of RM2 for the first kilometre.

By Buses

Buses serve all parts of Kuala Lumpur
with fares beginning from RM1.
Some hotels also offer free bus shuttle
services to major shopping malls in
the city.

KL Hop-on/Hop-off Bus
Service

Links you to 40 attractions around
the city with 22 designated stops.
8.30am to 8.30pm. Ticket: RM38
with discounts for locals, senior
citizens, students and children.
03-2691 1382

GETTING TO THE AIRPORT

COACHES TO KLIA AND/OR LCCT

KLIA Ekspres: The journey takes
about 28 minutes from KL Sentral and
another 3 minutes to KLIA2. The fare
is RM55 per person per way. There is
also check-in facility at KL Sentral for
some airlines.

•
•
•
•

Taxi: The fare from the city
centre to
the airport is RM90 – RM120 per
taxi.
Eco Transit: Eco Transit can
accommodate up to 5 adults and has
a fixed fare of RM130/ trip.
Limousine: Can be arranged
with the hotel concierge and fare
range from RM100 – RM200.

Airport Coach - +603-6203 3067
Sky Bus - +6016-217 6950
Aerobus - +603-3344 8828
The Star Shuttle - +603-4043 8811

TRANSPORTATION
Air Travel

• Kuala Lumpur International Airport
+603 8776 2000
• Klia2
+603 8778 5500
• Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport
+603-7845 3245

Domestic Airlines

• MAS +603-2161 0555
• MAS Reservation Number
+603-8890 3702

• AirAsia +603-2171 9333
• FireFly +603-7845 4543
• Malindo Air +603-7841 5388

Rail

•
•
•
•
•

KL Sentral 03-2274 7435
KLIA Ekspres 03-2267 8000
KTM 03-2267 1200
Rapid KL 03-7885 2585
KL Monorail 03-2273 1888

•
•
•
•
•

Galaxy Asia 012-368 0117
AVIS +603-5885 2300
ORIX Auto +603-9284 7799
Eazy Peezy +6011-1166 6545
WS Rent-A-Car 03-4256 6999

Car Rental

Taxis

• Sunlight Cab +603-9200 1166
• Public Cab +603-6259 2929

• MyTeksi +601-300-80-5858
• Saujana Teksi +6011-1929 0976
• Grab Malaysia +601-300-80-5858

Emergency Services

• KL Tourist Police (24 hours)
03-2166 8322
• Police & Ambulance
999 or 112 (mobile phones)
• Fire & Rescue 994
• KL City Council 03-2691 6011

Tourism Offices

• Ministry Of Tourism Malaysia
+60 3-2161 5161
• Pusat Pelancongan Malaysia (MATIC)
+60 3-9235 4827
• Tourism Malaysia +603-8891 8000
• Melaka +60 6-288 1549
• Putrajaya Tourism Malaysia State Office
+60 3-2615 8188

03 2276 7000

