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Bike Fest 2015
5 - 6 Sept
Port Dickson
CIRQUE DE LA SYMPHONIE
5 Sept @ 8.30pm
6 Sept @ 3.00pm
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

Sarawak Regatta
1 - 30 Sept
Tebingan Kuching, Sarawak

11
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12 Sept @ 8.30pm
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18 Sept @ 8.30pm
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Jon Bon Jovi “Because We
Can: The Tour”
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Stadium Merdeka, Kuala Lumpur
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Hari Raya Aidiladha
24 Sept
Nationwide
Malaysian Open Kuala
Lumpur 2015 ATP World
Tour 250
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Putra Stadium, Bukit Jalil
DiverseCity: Kuala Lumpur
International Arts Festival
1 - 30 Sept
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Unesco World Heritage
Exhibition
Throughout Sept
Sultan Abdul Samad Building,
Kuala Lumpur

GOINGS-ON

Port Dickson International Bike Fest 2015
5 - 6 Sept

Saturday Night Fever
The Musical
4 - 13 Sept

Based on the wildly popular 1970s film that
defined the disco phenomenon and starring
Oscar nominee John Travolta, Saturday Night
Fever depicts a story that centres on Tony
Manero, an Italian-American young man with
a dead-end job and an extraordinary ability
to dance.

The Port Dickson International Bike Fest is an annual tourism event
that unites bikers. Highlights include high-powered motorbike
exhibition, bike owners’ carnival, arm wrestling competition,
exhibition and booths set up by motorcycle clubs and motorcycle
accessory companies.
Venue
Port Dickson

Saturday Night Fever the musical brings
audiences back to the era of the1970s when
bellbottom jeans defined fashion, ‘do-thehustle’ was the dance and Bee Gees ruled the
airwaves!
From West End London to Broadway, the
musical continues to make its mark across
the globe since it debuted into the scene in
1998. The best gather to put together one
of the longest running musicals; directed and
produced by an award-winning team and
performed by a talented cast and musicians,
thus offering spectators an even larger than life
musical experience.
Venue
Istana Budaya, Kuala Lumpur
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Sarawak Regatta
1 - 30 Sept

The Sarawak Regatta is a popular event in Kuching featuring a race
between traditional longboats. These longboats are decorated with
colourful designs and are of differing lengths, with some having up
to 30 paddlers and others with just a few. The practice dates back
to the 1800s and was intended to put an end to the warring of the
local tribes.
Venue
Tebingan Kuching, Sarawak

GOINGS-ON

CIRQUE DE LA SYMPHONIE
5 Sept @ 8.30pm
6 Sept @ 3.00pm

The MPO brings Cirque de la Symphonie’s
breathtakingly magical fusion of circus and
classical music to Malaysia. Aerial flyers,
acrobats, contortionists, dancers, jugglers,
balancers and strongmen are among the talented
artistes who will take the stage as the MPO
performs its own extraordinary musical feat.
Venue
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

DiverseCity: Kuala Lumpur
International Arts Festival
1 - 30 Sept
DiverseCity: the Kuala Lumpur International Arts Festival promises
to explode onto the regional performing arts scene with an
ambitious programme curated by the artistic greats of Malaysia,
including Datuk Ramli Ibrahim (UNESCO Living Treasure and
multi-awarded Odissi artist), Harith Iskander (Asia’s best stand-up
comedian and the “godfather” of stand-up comedy in Malaysia),
Michael Veerapen (one of Asia’s leading jazz musicians), as well
as Pusaka which, since 2002 and led by Eddin Khoo, works
intimately with the most distinguished traditional performers in
the region to revitalise their living heritage. More information is
available on the website www.diversecity.my.

Malaysia Day Celebration
16 Sept

Malaysia Day is celebrated on Sept 16
yearly to commemorate the establishment of
the Malaysian federation on the same date in
1963. Celebrations are held in various parts
of the country.
Venue
Nationwide
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DELFS & HADELICH
11 Sept @ 8.30pm
12 Sept @ 8.30pm
Brahms’ First Symphony is a work of towering
strength, melodic beauty and structural integrity – a
phenomenal work that ranks as one of the greatest
First Symphonies ever created. Preceding it on
this programme is Shostakovich’s fiery First Violin
Concerto. Renowned German conductor Andreas
Delfs and German violinist Augustin Hadelich
make their debuts with the MPO in this captivating
programme.

Malaysian Open Kuala Lumpur 2015
ATP World Tour 250
26 Sept - 4 Oct

The Malaysian Open, Kuala Lumpur celebrates its 7th
anniversary this year and tennis fans across the country are
in for excitement and thrills, as three of the world’s top 10
have confirmed their participation. Once again the specially
built indoor courts at Putra Stadium, Bukit Jalil, will be the
host venue for the US$1 million ATP 250 tournament.
Venue
Putra Stadium, Bukit Jalil

Venue
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

Royal Pahang Billfish International
Challenge
11 - 13 Sept

The Royal Pahang Billfish International Challenge is an
annual off-shore ‘Catch and Release’ fishing competition
held at Kuala Rompin. Rompin’s waters are known as
one of the natural migration routes for the Billfish. The
concept of this competition is to create a healty activity
while preserving the species.
Venue
Kuala Rompin, Pahang
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Lao Tizer in Kuala Lumpur
12 – 13 Sept

BEETHOVEN’S 5TH
18 Sept @ 8.30pm
19 Sept @ 8.30pm

Roberto Abbado conducts Beethoven’s famous 5th symphony
and Haydn’s 93rd symphony, a work that bubbles over with
this composer’s characteristic inventiveness, craftsmanship,
vitality and humour. Complementing the first half is a unique
contemporary work, Giorgio Battistelli’s Mystery Play.
Venue
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

Over the past few years, Tizer - a 2011
nominee for “Jazz Group of the Year”-has taken their multi-faceted world fusion
vibe around the globe, galvanising
thousands at events including the
Java Jazz Festival in Jakarta, Joy of
Jazz Festival in Johannesburg, Dubai
Jazz Festival, Barbados Jazz Festival,
Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival and
Festival International Providencia Jazz
in Santiago, Chile. In addition to their
usual whirlwind of U.S. dates, their
2012 schedule in support of Downbeat
included the Jarasum International Jazz
Festival in South Korea and four shows
in Russia. While Tizer was a “Best
New Jazz Artist” nominee in 2002
and Diversify spent many weeks on the
Billboard Contemporary Jazz chart, the
group has a multigenre, multi-national
appeal that expands beyond just
jazz enthusiasts. Their diverse resume
includes performance slots alongside
Zappa Plays Zappa, Jethro Tull, Isaac
Hayes, Al Jarreau, Spyro Gyra, George
Benson, Soulive, Babyface, Bruce
Hornsby and Robin Thicke.
Venue
Universiti Malaya
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Jon Bon Jovi “Because We Can:
The Tour”
19 Sept 2015
Bon Jovi is an American rock band from
Sayreville, New Jersey. Formed in 1983,
Bon Jovi consists of lead singer Jon Bon
Jovi, pianist and keyboardist David Bryan
and drummer Tico Torres.
Bon Jovi has performed more than 2,700
concerts in over 50 countries for more than
34 million fans. Bon Jovi was inducted
into the UK Music Hall of Fame in 2006
and honoured with the Award of Merit at
the American Music Awards in 2004. As
songwriters and collaborators, Bon Jovi
was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of
Fame in 2009.
The last time Bon Jovi was in Malaysia was
in 1995. In September, they will be back
to rock the stage after 20 years.
Venue
Stadium Merdeka, Kuala Lumpur

14 l KL LIFESTYLE

SELASIHKU SAYANG
20 Sept @ 8.30pm

Dato Andre Goh, vocals
Aspalela Abdullah, vocals
Dayang Nurfaizah, vocals
Asmidar Ahmad, vocals
This showcase, a collaboration with the National Culture and Arts
Department (under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism Malaysia), will
feature the beautiful voices of ‘Melayu asli’ singers including Datuk
Andre Goh, Datin Aspalela Abdullah, Dayang Nurfaizah, Haziq Rosebi,
Asmidar Ahmad and other winners of the ‘Pertandingan Bintang Asli
Remaja Kebangsaan’.
Venue
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

GOINGS-ON

Hari Raya Aidiladha
24 Sept

Also known as Hari Raya Haji, this festival marks the culmination of the
Haj pilgrimage in Mecca which is performed by millions of Muslims
annually. It is also known as Hari Raya Qurban. Muslims in the country
celebrate the festival with prayers and the sacrifice of cattle.
Venue
Nationwide

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK
26 Sept @ 3.00pm
27 Sept @ 2.30pm & 4.30pm

Unesco World Heritage Exhibition
Throughout September

The UNESCO World Heritage Exhibition will be held at Sultan
Abdul Samad Building, Kuala Lumpur. This exhibition features the
four UNESCO World Heritage sites in Malaysia, namely the cities of
Melaka and George Town, the Archaeological Heritage of Lembah
Lenggong, Gunung Mulu National Park and Kinabalu Park. Though
small, the exhibition is packed with many interesting exhibits and
information about each of the four sites, and is a great stop before
tourists decide to visit any of the actual destinations. The UNESCO
World Heritage Exhibition runs until Dec 31, 2015. Admission is
free.

Popular Family Fun Day presenter
Dandi Productions brings one of its most
fascinating productions, Jack and the
Beanstalk to Malaysia. With a cast of
four actors, outrageous puppets and a
stunning 60-foot beanstalk that rises from
the stage to the ceiling in just seconds,
this wildly entertaining concert-story
provides plenty of unexpected twists,
turns, and a constant parade of inspired
theatrics.
Venue
Dewan Filharmonik Petronas

Venue
Sultan Abdul Samad Building, Kuala Lumpur
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Ricki And The Flash
Sept 3

Ricki is an ageing rock n` roll-loving woman who abandoned her
family in order to chase her tattered dream of becoming a famous
rock star. Now, she is given one last chance to set things right when
her ex-husband, Pete, asks her to visit her estranged daughter, Julie,
in Chicago.
Genre: Drama
Cast: Meryl Streep, Mamie Gummer, Kevin Kline, Sebastian Stan.

No Escape
Sept 3

An action thriller movie about a businessman and
his family who are trapped in a war zone area. The
American family has just moved into their overseas
home but soon finds themselves caught in the middle
of a coup. They have to find a way to escape and
save their lives in an environment where foreigners
are facing immediate execution.
Genre: Action / Thriller
Cast: Pierce Brosnan, Owen Wilson, Lake Bell.

The Maze Runner: Scorch Trials
Sept 10

After Thomas and the remaining Gladers make it out of The Maze
in “The Maze Runner”, the group find themselves facing the
unknown outside world that`s ravaged by solar flares and disease.
With their new setting that makes The Maze look like an oasis, the
Gladers find themselves faced with a new mission ahead of them:
make it through the vicious city towards the `safe haven` that`s
100 miles away or perish.
Genre: Thriller / Science Fiction / Mystery
Cast: Dylan O’Brien, Kaya Scodelario, Thomas Brodie-Sangster,
Giancarlo Esposito, Aidan Gillen, Barry Pepper, Lili Taylor,
Patricia Clarkson, Ki Hong Lee.
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Pawn Sacrifice
Sept 17

Based on a true story set during the height of the
Cold War, American chess prodigy Bobby Fischer
finds himself caught between two superpowers
when he challenges the Soviet Empire for a
legendary match-up against Russian Boris Spassky.
Genre: Drama / Biography
Cast: Tobey Maguire, Liev Schreiber, Lily Rabe,
Peter Sarsgaard

The Intern
Sept 24

Ben Whittaker is a 70-year-old successful business
owner who has retired. Unused to retirement,
Whittaker decides to get back in the game by
becoming a senior intern at an online fashion
website, founded and run by a young and careerdriven woman, Jules Ostin.
Genre: Comedy
Cast: Robert De Niro, Anne Hathaway, Rene Russo,
Adam DeVine, Reid Scott.

Everest
Sept 24

Based on the real events of the 1996 Mount Everest
disaster, which killed several climbers when a severe
snowstorm hit the mountain. Two group leaders, Scott
Fischer and Rob Hall, were trying to lead their expedition
teams to climb to the top of Mount Everest when the
disaster struck.
Genre: Adventure / Drama
Cast: Jake Gyllenhaal, Keira Knightley, Jason Clarke,
Josh Brolin,Robin Wright, Emily Watson, Clive Standen.
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Catching up with

Nadine Ann
Thomas
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza
Images courtesy of Teh Young Sun / Eyedear Photography
Hair and Make up - Daya Yunus

It’s been five years since this beauty won
the hearts of many and also crowned
Miss Universe Malaysia 2010. For
us masses, the life during and after
pageantry must seem very idyllic,
charming and absolutely desirable.
We caught up with the friendly and
warmhearted, well-travelled former
Miss Universe-Malaysia for a bit of
a recap and chinwag on what she’s
up to lately, her plans for the future
and on being Malaysian.

18 l KL LIFESTYLE
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U

nfortunately, tradition never dies
so we must start with – tell us
about yourself!

Well, I’m Nadine Ann Thomas! I
hail from Subang Jaya (born and raised there).
Subangites gotta rep 47500! I’m relatively
young (let’s not go there), and I’m Chindian
(Indian/Chinese).
I have two siblings, an older brother and a
younger sister who I cannot live without, even
though growing up with them was a constant
pain!
Besides the Miss Universe thing and my work
in the entertainment industry, I love hanging
out with my friends, binge on watching movies
and having BBQs together . I love to read and
cook which is mostly what I do with my free
time, besides Skypeing with my fiancé.
I’m a good listener and I try my best to be
kind to others around me, especially to the
ones I love. My ideal gathering would be a
BBQ with my friends – just cooking, eating
and bonding. My ideal date, on the other
hand, would be having dinner on a balcony
facing the ocean, drinks in hand and lying in
a hammock together watching the stars.

Describe your foray into the beauty
pageantry. Was it by chance or did you
always know that you were going to do
something like this?
Complete chance! I fed into the stereotype
that beauty queens are one-dimensional and I
never envisioned myself as pageant material.
Life as you know had other plans for me. After
studying in London, I returned home to renew
my UK visa. In the mean time, I worked as an
event coordinator for LimKokWing University
where I sat next to Egle, a beautiful Lithuanian
woman who I became fast friends with.
She convinced me (almost on a daily basis) to
try out for the Miss Malaysia content. I noticed
articles about the rebranding of Miss Universe
Malaysia headed by Andrea Fonseka with
the tag line: “Are you Hip Urban Relevant or
Real?”

Flipping through pictures of Andrea in a
beautiful gown eating durians by a dirty
side street made me look twice. How
interesting, I thought, so I decided to give
it a shot. I may not be a girly girl, but I am
an independent woman and I have strong
opinions, particularly about women’s rights
and equality about which I could share on a
bigger platform.

jumped into music and fashion. I currently
DJ , host and model. I am also a certified
Image, Style and Communication consultant
with a label of my own on its way (NATASA),
launching this year.

The rest as you know is history – I never
expected to win, never did I foresee the
domino effect that winning would have on
my life. We may choose some paths in life,
but some are beyond our reach. My friends
say it’s fate or destiny and perhaps they
are right. Miss Universe led me on a path
where I became a DJ, host, model, motivator,
mentor and most importantly, it led me to my
fiancé.

We’ve heard that you’ve made your debut
in Hip Hop. How did that happen? Should
we expect to see an album coming out
soon?

It’s been five years since you grabbed the
crown for Miss Universe Malaysia 2010
crown – how are you? What have you
been up to these days?
Life has been an amazing – sometimes
stressful – journey but I’m grateful for the
highs and lows that have come with this
beautiful life. The Miss Universe-Malaysia
win set the course for my next phase in life
without me even realising it.
I was allowed to express my passion in
music, fashion and beauty – an opportunity
not offered to many. Taking the experiences
I’ve learned from the pageant world, I

Lastly, I am a part of an upcoming online
lifestyle magazine (JKLMN), a five-member
team of extremely talented people .

Music has always and is still a BIG passion
for me. My poison of choice is Hip-Hop,
Reggae, Soul, Jazz and Blues.
After Miss Universe-Malaysia, I made the
choice to stay within the entertainment industry
instead of moving back into the workforce.
Joe Flizzow of Kartell Hitman roped me in to
learn under DJ ASHY-ASH who taught me the
fundamentals of DJing.
I was later taken under the wing of DJ
FACEDAFADER, a two-time DMC champion
who also won the Technics World DJ
Championship in 1996. I was and am still so
blessed to have such legends to look up to.
I will admit, even though I’m terrified before
going up on stage, nothing compares to the
feeling of a crowd going mental, screaming,
cheering, dancing to my music and having an
amazing time. DJ-ing has been an absolute
rush and I urge all women to fight for their
dreams!
KL LIFESTYLE l 19
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As for an album, it would be an interesting
venture but for now, I’ll stick to being
featured! Hint, hint Joe F!
Speaking of Hip Hop and music, who did
you look up to? Who did you consider a
legend?
Janet Jackson!
I love strong women in music. Janet Jackson
is all about her craft – no drama, just
music. She has stayed current throughout
the decades, proving she is Queen. Many
feel Michael Jackson overshadowed her
but I disagree. To me, Janet Jackson was an
underrated talent that needed a little more
time to shine bright. My favourite song by
her is Rhythm Nation.
If you could spend one day with a Hip Hop
legend (dead or alive), who would it be
and why?
I would spend it with Aaliyah. May she rest
in peace.
Aaliyah wasn’t a Hip Hop artiste per se, she
leaned more towards R&B with her gentle
and soulful voice. When I was growing up,
I was a fan and I loved Aaliyah for showing
a different, softer side to Hip Hop. She ran
with the best (Missy Elliot and Timbaland) yet
she held her own, never changing her music
direction and always in her iconic style!
Side-parted hair, a tank top with baggy
pants and underwear band showing.
I’d love to have one day in the 90s chilling
by her side, following her through a regular
day. My favourite songs by her are “Are You
That Somebody” and “Once In A Million”.
We understand that you’ve been doing
charities as well. Are you still active?
Now and always! Charities are in
abundance for a reason. Our world needs
healing, now and perhaps always. Any
charity, any cause is important regardless
whether it pertains to animals, humans, or
the environment.
To this day I am honored to have
worked with many organisations such as
WAO,NCSM,MAKNA as well as working
with homeless and abandoned children,
cancer societies, human trafficking, women
in need, particularly abused women, and
children who require shelter and counselling.
I work closely with NEUBODI, a Malaysian
home-grown lingerie company with an
annual bra drive which helps women in
Africa and Nepal rebuild their lives after
being trafficked in sex rings.
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I have contributed for years, monthly to WWF
and UNICEF because I strongly believe we
must protect the innocents of this world. Animals
and children often have their voices taken from
them and they are dictated by others. I feel it is
my human duty to help give them a voice.
After having experienced these beauty
pageants, have you somehow created your
own idea and understanding of beauty?
What do you think makes someone or
something beautiful?
I am often asked this question or I hear It being
asked of others and the answer is always the
same. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder or
that beauty comes from within. Both statements
are true but please allow me to further
elaborate.
“Something” is beautiful according to the
person viewing it. It is a preference of taste and
individual experience. For example, crocs and
the mullets are the worst inventions in history but
hey, people still rock them! Beauty as material
things are merely opinions to agree and
disagree upon.
“Someone” – as women in today’s world, the
media dictates what beauty is, indirectly stating
that if we do not fit into certain categories,
we are not beautiful. I believe beauty in a
person is a three-dimensional debate, so here’s
my conclusion: you are beautiful when you
understand who you are, when you accept
yourself and all your flaws with it. Embrace
yourself! Love every inch of you. Accept that
you are imperfectly flawless and never let
anyone dictate or define you. That is beauty.
Who do you admire? Who has kept you
grounded and inspired?
My family and friends. I admire my parents for
the wonderful and strong individuals that they
are. I am proud to say they lead by example
and have accepted me for all that I am even
though I may have taken an unconventional
route in terms of a career.
Their unconditional love has inspired me to
be all I can be. My friends and fiancé, on the
other hand, keep me firmly planted with both
feet on the ground. They would not hesitate to
call me out.
What is your principle when it comes to
appreciating yourself – in terms of race, skin
tone, culture, heritage, etc?
Loving who you are and where you come from
is the first step to self-acceptance.
We are born into race, culture and heritage,
it is not something we choose. No race or
culture is better than others, they are all diverse,

different
and beautiful
in their own right.
For example, physically
I look more Indian, yet
culturally I am more Chinese.
My family speaks English at
home, yet I call my brother “koko”,
a Cantonese term for older brother and
my sister calls me “jiejie” a Cantonese term
for older sister which always receives gets
from strangers as all three of us don’t look
completely Chinese.
It’s not perfect, we grew up wedged between
two very old cultures with sometimes conflicting
beliefs yet immersing myself in both my histories
has helped define my views on life and form
my beliefs, tolerance and acceptance of
others.
You have mentioned quite a few times in
previous interviews that you had a hard time
growing up (being bullied for being mixed
race). Do you think Malaysia has come a
long way since then? How so?
Yes and no. Yes, we have come some way
but there is still so much more we as a nation
can learn about acceptance and embracing
differences. Bullying is still a very serious issue
in Malaysia and can only be changed with
time and with the mindset that differences
should be celebrated and not billeted.
You’ve travelled to many countries ever since
you got crowned. What is it that you think
makes Malaysia truly unique?
Malaysia is home. Now and always. The
combination of people, races, food, culture not
to mention the combination of pasar malam,
mamak eateries, thunderstorms, goreng
pisang stalls, and the madness of KL City are
unparalleled to any country in this world.
We are truly one of a kind.

features

Speaking of Malaysia – Malaysia Day
is coming soon. Most of us think that
Malaysia Day is merely a footnote in our
history books, but why do you think it’s
imperative for us to celebrate it?
I believe it is imperative as it symbolises our
joining as a nation, the big picture being
completed in 1963. Malaysia Day is the
beginning of Malaysia as we know it today.
What do you think makes us Malaysian?
It is our everyday life experiences that
make us Malaysian. It is the people of our
nation that create, form and fuse who we
are. Sharing a Ramly Burger at 4am after
a crazy night to driving over an hour to
Port Klang for cheap seafood or running for
the Roti man as he rings his small shrill bell
over and over to my dogs howling every
time they hear the Paper Lama man (I still
don’t understand why they do it!), it is our
unique Malaysian experiences that make us
Malaysian.

And on to food – name
that one Malaysian dish
you absolutely cannot live
without.
NASI LEMAK!
I travel a lot and even though
I love to cook, nothing beats a nasi
lemak bungkus with extra sambal at 6am from
the mak cik stall by my house once I land from
the airport.
I’m truly an Asian woman. I may be marrying
an American but Asian food reigns in our
house!
Do you have any quotes or mottos that you
live by?

If there is one thing you can change about
Malaysia, what would it be?

Do unto others as you would have them do
unto you. To live my life as unprejudiced as
possible.

I wish for every Malaysian citizen to have
or be given the opportunity to have access
to the Internet, hence giving everyone the
chance to read, learn and be exposed to
unlimited information. I believe this will help
push us into becoming a First World Nation.

Do you have any upcoming projects? Where
do you see yourself in five to ten years from
now?
In five to ten years I envision my fashion label

NATASA to be grown exponentially in
both Malaysia and hopefully in the US.
I would also love to see JKLMN succeed
and grow as a necessity for all things
lifestyle.
Perhaps I’m being ambitious, but in five/
ten years I’d like to have a hand in
F&B, whether it’s owning a restaurant or
providing an avenue for food. As for my
personal life, I wish only for a comfortable,
laughter-filled life with my fiancé and
perhaps one or two little monsters to shake
things up, if we are ever so blessed.
Last but not least - what’s your message
to all Malaysians out there?
Appreciate and love each other. If we
don’t, who will?
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Kuala Lumpur International
Comedy Festival
By Nadhirah Badardin

Asia’s biggest laugh fest taking centre stage in Kuala Lumpur

We’ve got great news for fans of standup comedy in Malaysia - Asia’s biggest
ever comedy event, the Kuala Lumpur
International Comedy Festival, is set to rock
Kuala Lumpur from this Sept 16 to 23. More
than 60 of the best comics from all over the
world are gathered to perform at various
comedy-friendly venues for eight
days of unstoppable laughter.
This comedy
extravaganza is the
brainchild of Malaysia’
very own comedy
Godfather, Harith
Iskander, who is both

founder and director of the festival.
The first ever comedy festival in Asia will be
a collection of shows of all things comedy
from sketch, satire, musical and improve
comedy to the less traditional acts of
comedy, such as by a comedic magician
and even a hypnotist comedian.
As fans of stand-up comedy
tripled over the years, the
organisers of the Kuala Lumpur
International Comedy Festival
are thrilled to bring to them

this comedy extravaganza. “Comedy
fans in Malaysia have always been kind
and generous in their support and it is
because of them stand-up comedy has
flourished in Malaysia. Having a fullfledged international comedy festival is
the next logical step in the growth of the
comedy scene here. In a way, it is a way
of rewarding the fans with something
spectacular,” said Harith.
“This is a first; a huge first and we’ve
worked hard to do it right. Everyone’s
heard of the Edinburgh Comedy Festival,
Melbourne International Comedy Festival
and Montreal’s ‘Just For Laughs’, three of the
biggest, most prestigious comedy festivals.
Hopefully Kuala Lumpur International
Comedy Festival will be a step towards
getting Kuala Lumpur in that elite group of

Harith Iskander
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Gina Yashere

cities. Edinburgh, Melbourne, Montreal,
KL,” said Harith Iskander.

Comedy Central’s favourite, Butch Bradley,
will be performing during the festival.

There will also be open-mic competitions
for those who want to try their hand at
stand-up comedy. Kids’ comedy workshops
will also be available together with a
whole range of stand-up comedy shows
in English, Bahasa Malaysia, Bahasa
Indonesia, Tagalog and even Cantonese.

The comedy festival is an occasion to
celebrate comedy with friends, spouse and
family, “Comedy fans of all ages will have
the opportunity to escape from stress with
their favourite comedians and enjoy a funfilled social bonding experience with their
loved ones over the week-long festival. Kids
will enjoy laughing, parents will love seeing
their children laugh, and hey, if your date
is laughing, you can be sure it’s already a
good date!” said Dr Jezamine Lim, fellow
prodicer of the festival.

The reach of the Kuala Lumpur International
Comedy Fest is far and wide. The festival
does not only feature the best comedians
from the Asian region but also the best
comedians known worldwide. Notorious
comedy favourites such as Paul Ogata from
the United States and the explosively funny
Gina Yashere from the United Kingdom
and many others are set to produce a
roomful of laughter during the festival. Even

The Kuala Lumpur International Comedy
Festival is one of the many initiatives under
the larger umbrella of DiverseCity 2015’s
Kuala Lumpur International Arts Festival.
By showcasing a diverse and multitude of

Butch Bradley

talents and cultures from around the world,
it is one of the largest cultural events in
Malaysia in line with Tourism Malaysia’s
Year of Festivals 2015.
With the commencement of the Kuala
Lumpur International Comedy Festival,
the team behind the first largest comedy
festival in Malaysia aims to create a
bigger platform for comedy as part of
fulfilling the growing demand for it in
Malaysia.
Fans of comedy in Malaysia should not
miss this golden opportunity. Catch this
comedy extravaganza at several comedyfriendly locations this September!
For more information on the festival, lineup of entertainers and schedules, log on
to www.klinternationalcomedyfestival.com
Tickets: www.ticketpro.com.my
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BON JOVI LIVE IN KUALA LUMPUR
By Nadhirah Badardin

Iconic American rock band returns to Malaysia

I

f you are a fan of rock music, we’re pretty sure that you
have most definitely heard of Bon Jovi. Famous for his
songs “Always”, “Livin’ on a Prayer” and “It’s My Life”,
Bon Jovi has captured the hearts of many fans all around
the world with their iconic sound. We don’t know about
you but one thing’s for sure on our side, we’re huge fans of
Bon Jovi.
Everybody remembers the excitement that filled the air when
the iconic rock band announced their Malaysian performance
two decades ago. Twenty years after their New Jersey tour,
we’re about to witness one of the biggest rock acts in the
world here in Malaysia again.
Bon Jovi is arguably one of the most important bands in rock
and pop music history with over 30 years of success. The
band was and still is an icon of American rock music and will
rock the adoring fans in Kuala Lumpur on September 19 at
Stadium Merdeka.
Formed in 1983, the band is made up of lead singer and
namesake Jon Bon Jovi, pianist and keyboard player David
Bryan, touring guitarist Phil X and drummer Tico Torres. The
band was honoured with the Award of Merit at the American
Music Awards in 2004, and as songwriters and collaborators,
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Jon Bon Jovi and Richie Sambora (former guitarist and cosongwriter), were inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in
2009.
“We’ve toured around the world since 1995 and we’re excited
to be coming back and reunited with our fans in Malaysia for
a performance,” said Jon Bon Jovi. This will be their second
performance in Malaysia after their 1995 concert that was held
in Shah Alam Stadium.
Bon Jovi has sold over 130 million albums throughout their
entire career and performed for over 37 million fans all over
the world, making them one of the world’s best-selling bands of
all time. The tour is held in accordance with the release of Bon
Jovi’s new album, “What About Now?”
The band has won several awards for being the top touring act
in the world. Fans in Malaysia are set to be enthralled by an
energetic and adrenaline pumping performance this September.
Ticket prices for the Bon Jovi tour in Malaysia range from
RM168 to RM888 For more information on tickets, log on to
www.ticketcharge.com.my or call the hotline at +603 9222
8811.

Photo by David Bergman
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Lunar Learning:
What you should know
about the Mid-Autumn Festival
The Mid-Autumn Festival is more than boxes of mooncakes being passed around. Falling on
the 15th day of the 8th month of the Chinese lunar calendar, the Mid-Autumn Festival is the
second most celebrated festival after the Chinese New Year and has much historical and cultural
significance. Its name takes precedence over the fact that it is always celebrated in the middle of
the autumn season. Here are 7 interesting facts on the festival that you need to know
By Nadhirah Badardin

History

According to folklore, the Mongols of the Yuan
dynasty hated mooncakes as they were used
by an entire rebellion against them. Mooncakes
were used as a medium to overthrow the
Mongolian rule by distributing secret letters in the
centre of the cakes.

The Moon Goddess

In the succeeding Western Zhou Dynasty
(770BC - 1045), worshipping the moon in the
form of sacrifices towards the Moon Goddess
was a common practice that continued into the
modern day. The story of the Moon Goddess
started with Chang Er, the wife of a merciless
king who drank the elixir of life he had intended
to drink, to save her people from his cruel rule.
According to the legend, she then ascended
to the moon and has been worshipped by the
Chinese community as the Moon Goddess ever
since.

A period of Romance

The Mid-Autumn festival was also regarded
as the Chinese “Valentine’s” Day back in
olden days. Now, the Mid-Autumn Festival
has traditionally been a choice to celebrate
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marriages and romantic occasions. In some
parts of China, dances are held for young
men and women to mingle and eventually
find partners.

Traditional Nourishment

There are certain food items that hold great
significance in the Mid-Autumn Festival. The
lotus root, which symbolises peace, and
watermelons cut into the shape of lotus leaves
are eaten during this period. Mooncakes are
served as part of the tradition as well as other
cakes, fruits, glutinous rice flour and rice paste
delicacies shaped in the form of animals.

Lantern Lighting

Lighting lanterns and displaying them is also
a part of celebrating the festival. Lanterns in
various forms and colours are made during
the Mid-Autumn Festival for all. The traditional
opt for those lighted by wax candles - elegant
paper versions or more elaborate multi-hued
cellophane and wire structures shaped into
everything from animals, inanimate objects to
cartoon characters for children.

Mooncakes

Making, sharing and eating the mooncakes
are a major tradition of the Mid-Autumn
Festival. According to Chinese culture, the
mooncake is dominantly made in a round
shape as it symbolises completeness, and
sharing the mooncakes with friends and
family symbolises unity and harmony among
all. Mooncakes are usually made with a
rich thick filling from lotus seeds or red bean
paste. Today, you would be able to find a
wide range of moon cake flavours ranging
from chocolate and fruit to more refined
flavours like champagne.

Not Always On a Full
Moon

The Mid-Autumn Festival does not always
occur during a full moon. Contrary to popular
belief, the moon is not necessarily the most
round, the brightest, or the largest throughout
the Mid-Autumn festival. The Chinese
calendar doesn’t match perfectly with the
evolution of the moon, so the 15th is not
guaranteed to be a full-moon night - but the
full moon will occur within
the festival.
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MAKAN-MAKAN WITH THE STARS

Beauty, brains and brawn

ANN OSMAN
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

Nicknamed after the Greek goddess of
wisdom, skill and war, Ann “Athena” Osman
is Malaysia’s woman warrior. She’s famed
for being Malaysia’s first professional female
MMA fighter, a male-dominated sport known
for its ferocity, brutality and its combination of
blood, sweat and tears. However, this tough
cookie insisted, “it is a beautiful art. Once
you’re in that cage, it actually reveals your true
self. Are you a fight or flight kind of person?
For me, I’m a fighter.”
We touched base with Ann, who is based in
Kota Kinabalu, for a bit of Q&A.
Tell us about yourself.
I am a professional Mixed Martial Art fighter,
fitness studio owner, fitness trainer and public
speaker. Born and raised (mainly) in Sabah, I
am an adrenaline junkie, hence I love outdoor
sports which is why it’s great to be living in
Sabah where we have all our watersports,
mountain climbing and white water rafting in
our backyard.
Although I am into combat sports and outdoor
sports, I do love dressing up and am pretty
much feminine but I am also tenacious,
especially when I’m fighting in the cage. I
enjoy what I do both as an MMA athlete and
entrepreneur and wouldn’t trade it for anything
else.
How did you get into MMA? What sparked
your interest in MMA?
I have always been sporty, in school and
especially loving outdoor adventure sports. I’m
a bit of an adrenaline junkie. While I don’t
have a long past with martial arts, when I did
try it out 4-5 years ago, I immediately fell in
love with it. When I began going to the gym
a few years ago, I’d see my coach AJ “Pyro”
Lias training and teaching Muay Thai and
MMA. Initially, I joined for fitness and to learn
some self-defence skills, but before I knew it, I
was training with the Borneo Tribal Squad and
competing in some amateur MMA and Muay
Thai competitions. And now, I am signed and
fighting in Asia’s biggest MMA promotion,
ONE Championship (ONE)!

a fruit to snack usually at 3pm or 4pm before
I start coaching classes at the gym. For dinner,
I would usually avoid any carb like rice or
bread and have more vegetables and protein
such as grilled chicken with grilled vegetables,
which is great as it’s perfect to fuel recovery
after a whole day of training and coaching
classes. Although I generally eat healthy, I do
however have my “treat” meals during the
weekends.
And when it comes to guilty pleasures in
food, what are your favourites?
My mom’s nasi lemak and chicken curry!
Weekends is when I do treat myself to guilty
pleasures and I would tuck into a plate of my
mom’s nasi lemak with a delicious serving
of chicken curry when I visit my parents over
the weekend. I am also a sucker for caramel
popcorn and sushi which I love to have when
I go out with my sisters or friends over the
weekend.
Name us 3 Malaysian food that you
absolutely cannot live without.
1. Nasi Lemak
2. Chicken curry
3. Curry puffs
Do you cook?
Yes every day in fact. I am quite particular
about food and I actually seldom eat out. I
would always prepare my own meals and
usually eat at home. I would always prepare
a batch of food such as grilled chicken,
hardboiled eggs, cook brown rice or quinoa
earlier in the week or on weekends, keep it in
the fridge and either reheat it or use it to cook
my meals. It’s not only healthy but economical
too.
What are your tips for eating healthy?
It’s all about making the right choices and
knowing your food portions. Reduce white,
refined sugar from your diet as sugar is the
number one bad guy in
anyone’s diet.

What are your thoughts on the current trends
of juicing?
Juicing definitely has its own set of pros and
cons. To me it sure benefits those who love
drinking sweet drinks such as sugary juices and
soda as it can serve as a healthier alternative,
provided the ingredients used are all natural.
It also benefits those who want to boost
their vegetable and fruit intake in their diet.
However, the tricky part is when it becomes too
much and while the ingredients used may be
healthy, normally using fruits, the calories and
sugar (fructose) do add on, especially when a
lot is added to the juice. Also as juices are not
as filling as an actual meal, some people might
consume a little too much in a day thinking it
is healthy. It would be better for them to eat an
actual fruit or have an actual salad to satisfy
their appetite.
What do you look forward to this year, in
terms of career and personal life?
I definitely look forward to winning more fights
as of right now I am on a three winning streak.
Winning a championship title in the sport is
also something I look forward to in my fighting
career.
Other than that, I also look forward to growing
my business, the Fitness Rites Centre and help
more people to achieve their fitness goals. It
has been a great journey to work with so many
people who came to me to help them lose
weight, get fit and boost their stamina. In just
three months of opening my own studio, Fitness
Rites, we have had some amazing success
stories of our members and it just continues
to inspire me to help others and grow the
business.
Lastly, what fuels and inspires you?
Passion. The satisfaction I get from enjoying
what I do is what gets me up every day and
drives me to accomplish even more.

What’s your daily diet like?
I usually have three meals a day with my
first meal usually after my morning training.
For every meal, I make sure to have a good
combo of vegetables and lean protein with
a small amount of carb. Lunch is always my
biggest meal of the day and I would also have
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Kampachi

by Equatorial at Plaza 33
An affluent Japanese dining experience
By Nadhirah Badardin

T

he Kampachi has been reckoned
by the public as the pinnacle
of authentic Japanese cuisine
in Malaysia. Changes in the
restaurant industry have been
rapid and inevitable but Kampachi still
upholds its status as one of the best
restaurants in Malaysia. Its uncompromising
and unwavering resilience in being one
of the best comes down to this - quality
ingredients and quality service. With
specially flown-in sashimis from Japan, a
wide range of exclusively imported sake and
shochu (alcoholic Japanese beverages) for
Kampachi, it is no wonder that this restaurant
chain still stands strong even after 40 years
of operating.

The Kampachi started off as a part of the
Equatorial Group in Malaysia, setting
the par high for Japanese gastronomy in
Malaysia. Now, with various locations
outside the hotels with expansion to affluent
locations such as the luxury residential
tower, the Troika, it has established itself as
one of the finest Japanese restaurant chains
in Malaysia.
We recently made our way to Kampachi
@ Plaza 33 in Petaling Jaya. Greeted by
the warm service crew of the outlet, we
were taken by the stunning interior of the
restaurant. The restaurant was designed to

sit 198 patrons at any one time. Japanese
imported materials and decorations were
incorporated into a contemporary setting
for that added elegance into its authentic
aesthetics. The bamboo seating pods at
the front of the restaurant are rotatable
for added privacy and can seat up to six
people in one pod. Private dining rooms
are also available upon request.
The team of kitchen experts were trained
in Tokyo to ensure the highest level of
authenticity and quality when it comes to
preparing genuine Japanese food.
Executive Chef Seng first served us the
Sake no Tomo, an appetizer platter of

Sake No Tomo
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Lamb Sakiyoyaki

Kampachi Plaza33 Tatami Room

tender, and the miso glaze was sweet
and complemented the well-grilled
lamb chops. The serving of blanched
vegetables and mushrooms packed a nice
refreshing twist to the dish and served its
purpose of being the cold to a hot and
cold combination on a plate.

Sakura Ebi Kakiage

five Sake pairings that changes daily. The
pairings we were served were made up
of roasted walnuts specially flown in from
Japan, fresh octopus in wasabi, sliced squid
mixed in fish roe and topped with caviar,
miso prawns and grilled eel with vinegar.
The flavours of each pairing on this platter
were strong and paired well with a bottle
of exclusive Sake (Hiokizakura Junmai)
served warm. Two types of Sake cups (a
deep, clay shot glass cup and a wide,
shallow ceramic cup) together with an iced
green tea were given for the pairings. The
Chef educated us on the importance of
the difference of the cups with regard to
the taste of the Sake and steps in having
the pairings. It goes like this - clay shot,
green tea to cleanse, ceramic shot and
then pairing of choice. I was told that the
clay shot provided an introductory taste of
the Sake while the ceramic shot helped the
taste buds explore the flavours of the Sake
more intricately.

Yuzu Sorbet

Next was the Kaki Miso Nabe, a hot
pot of light miso broth with luscious fresh
oysters, udon and vegetables. The taste of
the miso broth was distinct sans the salty
familiarity of the miso soup. The warm and
light flavours of the broth together with the
oysters were delightfully comforting and
soothing.
A plate of dried shrimp tempura was then
served after the broth. Called Sakura Ebi
Kakiage, this tempura dish served with
tempura sauce was crunchy and crispy with
every bite and highly addictive. You’re not
going to stop at just one piece.
Besides the usual seafood fare, we were
served the Lamb Sakiyoyaki, a plate of
lamb chops marinated with miso paste
served with blanched green sprouts and
mushrooms. The Lamb Sakiyoyaki was

Dessert was a creamy and tantalising
Yuzu Sorbet, a mandarin sorbet topped
with candied Japanese citrus peel. This
dessert provided a sweet and refreshing
ending to a luxuriously satisfying meal.
The sorbet was creamy, tangy and tasted
like fresh iced mandarin. This revived our
palates after the savoury dishes we had
earlier.
We were appeased after a great meal
at Kampachi and paid the highest of
complements to the Chef and his team
on executing such a delightful dining
experience.
Besides the ala-carte menu, Kampachi
also offers buffet lunch and dinner for
those who would prefer a variety of dishes
at a flat rate. Led by executive chef H.Y.
Seng, the kitchen crew at Kampachi
takes pride in serving patrons a unique
dining experience. The restaurant operates
exclusively during lunch and dinner, with
no operations in between, to ensure the
highest standard of quality for patrons.

P1-02, Level 1 Podium, Plaza 33,
No. 1, Jalan Kemajuan, Seksyen 13,
Petaling Jaya.
T: +603-7931 6938
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From Kluang to KL

Rail Canteen
A ticket to the famous and most authentic railway
station food
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

I

have a good friend from Kluang, who
has always insisted that there is nothing
like the coffee, buns and nasi lemak
from her hometown.

People from other states would travel all the
way to Kluang by train just for a taste. This
was quite a proclamation, of course – after
all, how could buns and coffee and other
simple food taste that good? I’d always
thought that they were really either just
okay or terribly bad – nothing exceptional.
Until I heard of Rail Canteen, a humble
establishment that opened mere months ago
and decided to drop by.

My experience is as follows.
Walking in did certainly warm the heart.
Whoever comes from modest beginnings
or sleepy towns could definitely attest to
this. The décor is very nostalgic – clean,
clutter-free, ceiling fans and an open-kitchen
concept. Very kopitiam-y, and they stay true
to their roots and are relevant to modernity
at the same time.
Naturally, the buns were the first thing my
colleague and I tried. One set of Roti Bakar,
and another set of the Sambal bun. These

were the most delicious buns I had ever
tasted – just the sheer simplicity and
the flavour (family recipe) it came with
were perfect. I could have just sat there
eating the buns all day long. The buns
stuffed with sambal are all custom-made,
and the filling comprises sambal, egg,
margarine and cucumber. It is basically
your nasi lemak in a bun. Except at
Rail Canteen you wouldn’t mind having
20 nasi lemak at one sitting. Small but
mighty, this little piece of art is ace. And
they come with reasonable prices –
none of your KL-priced RM10 for a bun
kind of thing.

Rendang kambing - to die for!
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Chicken Chop

Roti Bakar and Sambal Bun

Choices, choices … 5 types of sambal offered here
- ikan bilis, kerang, udang, sotong and bawang

Also, their nasi lemak sets Rail Canteen
apart from most outlets that offer the staple
food, because you get to choose from
five different types of sambal – ikan bilis,
kerang, udang, sotong and bawang.
Honestly? Try everything. You may have
your own preferences but chances are
everything will please the palate.
We were given a side dish, the Rendang
Kambing. I cannot emphasise enough: The
rendang kambing was divine, heavenly
and the best I’ve ever had to date.
We were in love with Rail Canteen’s
rendang – still are, actually.
If you’re looking for other authentic good
food such as chicken chop, this would
also be your perfect destination. If you’re
one to keep getting disappointed by
other restaurants that have said they offer
“authentic Hainanese sauce”, then drop by
here. It’ll change your mind with its perfect
tang, sweetness and pepper combination.
Mee lovers can also have their cravings
satisfied here with the Mee Rebus or Mee
Siam – simple but absolutely delicious and
hearty.

Mee Siam

Coffee and cham are as authentic
as they could get here. After all, the
recipe has been perfected for over four
generations of family and going. It is
a true kopitiam, as far as we know,
sticking true to its Kluang origins. The
coffee beans are ground in-house, and
the coffee ice-cream also made by
them.
Take, for example, the three-layer ice
cream which we had the pleasure
of tasting. Chocolate, vanilla and
homemade coffee ice cream.
Absolutely lovely. The same thing
happens to the coffee cheesecake;
everything is homemade, and
everything is genuine.

If you are ever curious about how Rail
Canteen started, speak to the friendly
managers. Aside from the great food they
serve here, they offer healthy familiarity and
friendship to their customers, believing that
it is also what sets them apart from the other
restaurants.
Kluangites often return to Rail Canteen for
a taste of nostalgia and great food, but
newcomers and people from other states
should stop by for a piece of Kluang on your
plate, because they are on the right track.

Unit D-GF-02, Sunway Nexis, Jalan PJU 5/2
Petaling Jaya, Malaysia
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Pancake House
International
Guaranteed to make you flip
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

Mid Valley Megamall, 1, Lingkaran Syed Putra, Mid Valley City, Kuala Lumpur
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F

or years and years, pancakes
have remained at the top of our
favourites list. Pancakes are often
tied with tradition or a childhood
nostalgia that never really ends.
It can be considered the perfect breakfast
(lunch, dinner, supper as well) and some go
to great lengths to praise pancakes, such
as “Happiness is pancakes” and “Life is a
combination of magic and pancakes”.
These sweet, savoury and comforting treat
is peppered throughout the Philippines, and
it is our piece of fortune that a franchise has
opened here. To make sure that the pancakes
taste the same as those in the Philippines,
everything including the batter are brought in
from there.
However, aside from the melt-in-the-mouth,
light and extra fluffy pancakes, this newlyrenovated outlet is more than just that. It
serves authentic Filipino-style dishes as well,
with recipes and ingredients imported from
The Pearl of the Orient Seas.
One of the offerings is the Asparagus
Cayenne Soup, a creamy and satisfying
soup topped with a dash of cayenne. This
small bowl is enough to entice the taste
buds and prepare you for your next dish. It
is guaranteed that there will be not a single
drop left.
Craving for tacos? You’ll find them here too.
We had the pleasure of trying the Fiesta
Taco Salad – roasted chicken bits, kidney
beans, nachos, mixed greens, grated
cheddar cheese and special dressing. This
mouth-watering envelope will have you
chewing (messily) away. The meat falls
down, everything crumbles and gets
everywhere but that’s part of the
fun. If it’s not messy, then
you’re not eating and
enjoying it right.

of the tacos, so we tried the Best Taco in
Town. The crispy taco shell was filled with
chicken chunks, lettuce, tomato, onion and
cheese, accompanied by a tuna macaroni
salad. As the menu says, it is a “colourful
south-of-the-border Mexican treat”. We
agree.
If you’re up for some authentic Filipino
food, then you must try the Smoked Golden
Tinapa (Smoked Golden Milkfish). The
Tinapa, as we all know, has a great deal
of bones but they have so kindly deboned
the fish and smoked it to golden perfection.
A true Filipino dish wouldn’t be complete
without rice, so here they serve the dish with
garlic rice and mango salad.
On to the next Filipino dish – Classic Pan
Chicken. This dish is basically the Filipino
version of KFC and it is Pancake House’s
specialty. You’ll find that the chicken here
has a lemony tang to it, a taste remindful of
true Filipino cuisine that incorporates sweet
and sour bits.
It doesn’t stop there, though. Sandwiches
and burgers are readily available here in
huge sizes such as the Club Sandwich,
a triple-decker treat indeed. There is also
the House Burger – juicy burger patty with
mushroom, chicken strips, lettuce and tomato
on toasted bun served with French fries and
salad – also generous in serving.

Halo Halo

different flavours to different combinations but
we opted for the Luscious Lemon Pancake
Peak, a mini tower of mini pancakes with
cream cheese filling, served with lemonflavoured syrup and topped with lemon zest,
and Blueberry Pancake.
Never had we tasted pancakes so fluffy and
divine until we came across these ones.
That being said, we reckon that there is
nothing Pancake House will fail at. We
have all experienced restaurants where their
side dishes would not be up to par with the
highlights, but there is no such thing in this
place.
Everything is perfect, and everything is
masarap.

Last but not least, let us not forget the star
of the show … the pancakes. You’ll be
spoilt for choice with the variety here, from

Best Taco in Town

We found that we
couldn’t get enough

2pcs Classic Pancakes

Asparagus Cayenne Soup
Classic Pan Chicken
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Rimba & Rusa
Where everyday is Sunday
By Nadhirah Badardin

Rimba & Rusa is the gorgeous
brainchild of the team that brought
you Wondermilk. Wondermilk has
been the household name for designer
cupcakes, quite possibly one of the firsts
in commercialising cupcakes in the local
food and beverage scene.
Recently, we made our way to this
decoratively cosy café. Greeted by a
team of warm and friendly service crew,
we were charmed. We were told that
the concept at Rimba & Rusa is simple;
everyone can eat here. They’re healthconscious and sensitive to the needs
of the public. Their extensive menu that
featured a selection of clean eats and
indulgent dishes intrigued us.

Rimba & Rusa Interior

T

he illuminated tagline on the walls
of Rimba & Rusa reads, “Everyday
is Sunday”- the perfect summary
of the vibe you’ll get the moment
you step into the café. Decked in
accents of tiffany blue, white and wooden
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features, the ambience here is calm and
relaxing. Ceiling to floor French windows
adorn the café, lighting up the entire
place in a semi-Parisiénne setting. It really
does feel like the stuff of Sunday brunch.

We were first served a refreshing
Avocado and Mango Salad, a colourful,
gluten-free bowl of organic quinoa,
diced avocado, mango, jalapeno
peppers and green beans. The salad
had an eclectic flavour mixed together
with the dressing, a wonderful drizzle
of berry vinaigrette. We thoroughly
enjoyed how this guilt-free dish surprised
our taste buds with a diverse range of
flavours. The quinoa acted as a substitute
for carbohydrates, due to its high content
of fibre, and quickly filled us up.
An ala Middle-Eastern range of dishes is
also served here in Rimba & Rusa. We

Avocado and Mango Salad

tried the Suka Dukha Meatballs, a quirkily
named, Moroccan-inspired dish that
featured meatballs and poached eggs
swimming in tomato and dukha sauce
with fresh greens, capsicum and onions.
Two pieces of grilled sourdough bread
are also served with this item to slurp
up the gravy goodness. The tomato and
dukha gravy was delightfully heady and
the meatballs were perfectly spiced and
matched well with the smokiness of the
sourdough bread.
Their Italian menu, aptly named The
Italian Job, has a mix of local and Italian
flavours. We were served the Beautiful
Soft Shell Crab Linguine, a pasta fusion
dish infused with local and western
flavours. The linguine was cooked with
cilantro, cherry tomatoes, lemon grass
and kaffir lime for a spicy kick to that
Asian touch. Served with a slice of lime
(vis-à-vis the Asian way of eating noodles),
the fried piece of soft shell crab was also
very fresh and complemented the whole
dish perfectly. We couldn’t get enough of
this as a main dish.
Desserts here are made fresh daily
in-house. Cupcakes are also served
here, as it is after all, the Wondermilk
tradition. The in-house desserts are
definitely worth trying out. We tried
the Bread & Butter pudding, a custardy

dessert served with vanilla sauce and
a scoop of vanilla bean ice cream
that proved to be a favourite among
patrons. The visible flecks of vanilla
bean in this dessert delighted us. If
there is anything we believe in is that
vanilla bean makes anything vanilla
taste richer and out of this world. For
die-hard chocolate fanatics, the Choco
Crunch is a delectable selection. It
features a classic moist chocolate cake
with crunchy chocolate praline centre
and topped with a dark and smooth
chocolate ganache. This goes perfectly
with a freshly brewed cup of coffee
served here at Rimba & Rusa. Other
beverages are also well made here such
as the Chocolate Circus & Confetti quite literally like having a fun circus of
chocolate ice cream, whipped cream,
sprinkles and chocolate chips with
every sip that ignites the nostalgia of
childhood.
Rimba & Rusa definitely scored full points
from us for its ambience and eclectic
menu. Though the menu was brief, to us
it serves its purpose of fulfilling the needs
of various palates. We could see how
this would be the ideal spot for dates
and even a long and leisurely brunch.
Moving forward, the effervescent team
of Rimba & Rusa will be adding a pizza
menu for more variety for their patrons.

Choco Crunch

Chilli Suka Dukha Meatballs

D-GF-01, Sunway Nexis
Jalan PJU 5/1A Kota Damansara
47810 Petaling Jaya
+603 6151 3022
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Ramen
Nothing beats the feeling of slurping on a bowl of delicious ramen. While we
now have more choices – thanks to the ramen restaurants that have been popping
up like mushroom around the Klang Valley, it also means that it is getting harder
to pin down restaurants that serve fantastic ramen. With this in mind, we have
shortlisted five of our favourite ramen restaurants.
By Jane Bee

Bari-Uma Ramen

Ippudo

When at Bari-Uma Ramen, we will not settle for anything but its
Noritama-Uma (RM29). This heavenly bowl of ramen comes with
pork-flavoured shoyu soup, a slice of thick-cut flamed chashu,
egg, spring onion, bamboo shoot and seaweed. The pork bone
broth is boiled for 20 hours before being flown in directly from
Japan while the pork undergoes a tedious cooking process that
involves boiling, marinating and grilling upon ordering.

Ippudo took the nation by storm with the ramen craze when
it first started in 2013. It offers a wider variety of food on its
menu now. However, most of the patrons will find themselves
going back for the Shiromaru Motoaji (RM22.90), Ippudo’s
original tonkotsu broth served with ultra thin noodles, pork
loin, bean sprouts, kikurage and spring onion. Be sure to opt
for extra add-on shiotamago (salted soft-boiled egg) for an
egg-citing dining experience!

Jaya Shopping Centre, L3-11, Level 3, Jalan Semangat,
46100 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
Tel: 03-7932 2958

Lot G110, Ground Floor, Bangsar Shopping Centre, Jalan
Maarof, 59100 Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2011 6238
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Bankara Ramen
While Bankara Ramen offers a selection of ramen with different types of broth, we
are more than happy to settle for the Tonkatsu Chasu (RM28). This bowl of ramen
comes with a milky, yet rich pork bone soup that makes it simply flavourful. Add
the handmade thin Hakata-style noodles and it will definitely leave you humming
‘Ooooo..’ and ‘Aaahhhhh…’ throughout your meal. Those who prefer a stronger
flavour in their food would definitely find this a simple delight as well.
Lot 2-7, Level 2, Avenue K, 156 Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-2181 8618

Daimon Yokocho

Ozen Zanmai

When at Daimon Yokocho, be sure to try its Ramen with Homemade Pork Bone
Soup (RM30.90). The pork bone broth is not overwhelming, yet is flavourful enough
for one to taste the richness of the broth. Probably it’s all thanks to the guaranteed
freshness where the soup is prepared on a daily basis. The flavoured egg steals
the limelight as well – it is runny and soft, yet chewy enough to leave an egg-citing
sensation in your mouth.

The Hiyashi Ramen (RM14.80)
certainly intrigued us with its simplicity.
This bowl of cold ramen noodles comes
with prawn, scallop and shredded
cucumber, and carries a hint of sesame
dressing. It is mild in flavour and does
not overwhelm your taste buds. We
love to eat it with Ikura Chawanmushi
(RM13.80). The hint of saltiness from
the steamed egg custard topped with
salmon roe compliments the ramen and
it’s one of the ways to get the best of
hot and cold at the same time.

32A Jalan Alam Damai 1, Damai 23, 56000 Cheras, Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 03-9105 5063

LG K02, Lower Ground, The
Gardens, Mid Valley City, Lingkaran
Syed Putra, 59200 Kuala Lumpur

KL LIFESTYLE l 39

KOTA DAMANSARA
Kota Damansara is bursting at the seams with eateries to visit. Located within the vicinity
of the suburbs and universities, Kota Damansara is rapidly becoming the new “it” place
for food hunts. Thinking of visiting the area soon? Here are our top 5 must-visit eating
spots in Kota Damansara.
By Nadhirah Badardin

Burger Junkyard
Burger Junkyard has been around for a while. Mostly
prominent in the Damansara area, its branch in Kota
Damansara is usually filled with patrons. How it could not
be when they use fresh, buttered brioche buns and grain
fed beef patties for their amazing burgers? Our favourite
here at Burger Junkyard is the ‘Texas Hold Me’, a glorious
burger that comprises beef bacon, cheddar, onion rings
and smoked barbecue aioli. Forget counting calories,
you can live a little.
Burger Junkyard, The Strand, 16-G, Jalan PJU 5/2od,
Kota Damansara, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

Shell Out Seafood
Shell Out opened its doors in 2013 in the bustling vicinity of
Kota Damansara. It serves fresh seafood cooked in a tasty
secret sauce that we can’t get enough of, and is the first
Louisiana Cajun style seafood restaurant in Malaysia. Cutlery
is not provided here, not even plates. When it comes to the
seafood, you need to get down and dirty with your hands
here. But that’s all part of the experience. Put your phones
away and get your hands busy with peeling shells off crabs,
crawfish or even prawns.
Shell Out, Jalan PJU 5/15, Kota Damansara,
Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
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Hokkaido Japanese Pastry
House
Hokkaido Japanese Pastry House is no stranger in the Kota Damansara
area. Known for their high-quality pastries, it is no wonder that they
always have a steady number of patrons everyday. What make
Hokkaido Japanese Pastry House stand out from other bakeries are their
ingredients. All their breads are made from high-quality flour sourced from
Japan and fermented in-house yeast. The pastries here are made fresh
daily to ensure high standards of quality.
Hokkaido Japanese Pastry House, No. 35-1, Jalan Pju 5/10,
Dataran Sunway, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

Crazy Penguin
Last month, we talked about Bingsu, a Korean shaved ice dessert
that’s getting popular in the local food scene. There aren’t many
places to get Bingsu in Kota Damansara so when we heard that
Crazy Penguin opened its doors to patrons for icy desserts, we
were thrilled. There is nothing better than an icy cold dessert on
a hot day. Die-hard chocolate fans will love the Choco Oreo
Bingsu.
Crazy Penguin, Sunway Nexis, Jalan Pju 5/20, Kota
Damansara, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

Wood & Steel
Wood & Steel is a combination of a café and a store that sells art
and furniture. Breakfast and brunches are also served in this quaint
and cosy café. The ambience in Wood & Steel is relaxed with
warm and welcoming staff ready to serve you an awesome cup
of coffee. If you’re looking for great coffee with equally delectable
meals or desserts in Kota Damansara, Wood & Steel is definitely
worth a visit.
Wood & Steel, The Strand, 33G, Jalan PJU 5/20e, Kota
Damansara, Petaling Jaya, Selangor.
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Soufflé
An American chef and writer once said that the only way a soufflé will fall is if it knows you are afraid of
it. The word “soufflé” is the past participle of the French verb souffler, which means to “puff up”- an apt
description of what happens when you mix custard with egg whites. The soufflé is a delicate cake that puffs
up perfectly when baked well and is smooth and airy in texture. A good soufflé takes time to make. But that
time spent is well worth it when one takes a scoop of the heavenly dessert. Looking for a place to enjoy great
soufflés? Look no further, read our list of the best soufflés in town.
by Nadhirah Badardin

Chocolate Soufflé
The soufflés here at Franco are made
from scratch, which would require a 1520 minute wait upon ordering. But when
presented with the chocolate soufflé
with chocolate sauce bursting from the
centre, you’ll definitely be satisfied. The
chocolate soufflé at Franco is light, airy
and decadent with every bite.
Where: Franco, Publika, Solaris
Dutamas. (multiple branches available)

Green Tea Soufflé
Franco is a French-Japanese fusion
franchise that’s still pretty new in the
food & beverage scene. Sticking to
their French-Japanese theme, they’ve
incorporated the Japanese matcha
into their infamous soufflés and other
desserts as well. The Green Tea Soufflé
has a heady flavour from the matcha
but balanced out with the lightness and
sweetness of the soufflé. To all green
tea lovers out there, here’s a dessert you
can’t miss.
Where: Franco, Publika, Solaris
Dutamas. (multiple branches
available)

Vanilla Soufflé
We have this notion that to really
appreciate the light and airy elegance
of the soufflé, it’s good to go with a
mild flavoured one. The chef at Maison
Francaise whips up the beauteous
Vanilla Souffle in a larger than usual
ramekin with a light hand. There are
also other flavours available such as
Passionfruit, Chocolate and Lemon. For
those who are looking for an alcoholic
kick, the Grand Marnier soufflé is
sublime here at Maison Francaise.
Where: Maison Française, 5,
Changkat Kia Peng, Kuala Lumpur.
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Valrhona Chocolate
Soufflé with
Raspberry sorbet
If you’re a die-hard fan of chocolate,
you’ll love the Valrhona Chocolate
Souffle at Yeast, Bangsar. Served with a
wonderful scoop of raspberry sorbet that
melts in the centre, creating a wonderful
chocolate berry sauce, this rendition of
the soufflé is to die for and worth every
15 minutes of the wait.
Where: Yeast, 248, Jalan Telawi 2,
Bangsar Baru, Kuala Lumpur.

fendi

44
45
46

Hotpicks Women
Season’s Picks
Hotpicks Men

WOMEN

Prada
Cat-eye acetate sunglasses
Approximately RM1,573
The angular frames of Prada’s black
acetate cat-eye sunglasses present a
contemporary feel to this retro pair.

Fendi
Contrast-collar crepe-silk top
Approximately RM4,535
Finished with an off-white and pastel
yellow collar, this crepe top is made from
silk to hang beautifully on your figure.
Wear this with a coordinating skirt.

For
Her

Givenchy
Earrings in gold tone, faux pearl
and rock crystal
Approximately RM1,835
Givenchy’s gold-tone brass drop earrings
are furnished with a faux pearl and a
chunky rock crystal. Wear this unique pair
at any time of the day.

Givenchy
Chain bracelet in pale gold tone and rock crystal
Approximately RM2,123
This bracelet matches the aesthetics of the gold tone, faux pearl
and rock crystal earrings. It’s adorned with a sizeable rock crystal,
intricately cut to highlight the beauty of the stone.
Fendi
Crepe mini skirt
Approximately RM3,775
The graphic stripes on this piece define
Fendi’s Pre-Fall ’15 collection. We love how
versatile and complementing this crepe skirt
is. Pair it with a coordinating top or even a
tucked-in blouse.

Valentino
Rockstud small two-tone leather
trapeze bag
Price upon inquiry
Expertly crafted in Italy, the Valentino
Rockstud bag is constructed from a
combination of black and off-white
leather. The trapeze style is perfectly
proportioned to hold your daily
essentials.
Nicholas Kirkwood
Polly Prism metallic and patent leather-trimmed suede pumps
Approximately RM2,726
This pair of pumps is designed with the brand’s signature architectural
heels with black suede and trimmed with pale gold and patent leather.
This pair is ideal for long days and even evenings out.
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Season’s Picks
We’re welcoming the new season with a romantic note.
Fresh off the runway, here are our picks of the season.

Diane Von Furstenberg
440 Envelope metallic
textured-leather clutch
Approximately RM760
The signature ‘440 Envelope’ clutch
by Diane von Furstenberg gets a
glamorous update with metallic textured
leather. It also has an easily accessible
back pocket that unfolds to a beautiful
jacquard-lined interior.

Gucci
Embellished point d’esprit top
Approximately RM4,638
This romantic blush top was part of the first looks
to appear on the Fall ’15 runway in Milan. It is
lined with a stretch-silk camisole to coordinate with
the sheerness of the fabric.

Michael Kors
Rose gold-tone acetate watch
Approximately RM1,630
This elegant timepiece is crafted from gleaming
rose gold-tone stainless steel and accented with
glossy acetate links. It comes complete with roman
numerals and a useful stopwatch function and is
comfortable on the wrist.

Valentino
Love Latch eyelet-embellished leather pumps
Approximately RM4,513
This pair of Valentino’s is smart enough for work
and versatile enough for dates or off-duty days.
Finished with small eyelet embellishments,
the wrap-around straps also support
your ankle while you walk.
Carven
Wool-blend midi skirt
Approximately RM1,569
This striking crimson midi skirt is made from luxurious wool blend, finished with a sexy
front slit. It has a sleek, streamlined silhouette and is fully lined for the perfect fit.
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HOTpickS MEN

Burberry London
Structured Cotton-Poplin Blazer
Approximately RM4,359
This blazer is cut from crisp cotton-poplin, which
makes it breathable and lightweight.
It works equally well with layering even
in the tropics. Wear this with a pair
of jeans for an understated
casual look.

For
Him
Hugo Boss
Printed Cotton-Chambray Shirt
Approximately RM713
Here’s a refined twist to the staple Hugo Boss
chambray shirt. Tailored for a comfy regular
fit, this suave shirt is appealing with its printed
cotton material.

Kingsman
World Timer Automatic Chronograph Watch
Approximately RM78,128
The Bremont ‘World Timer’ is an immaculately
intricate watch and does not compromise
sophistication. It features an exquisite rose gold
frame and a crocodile leather embossed strap. Opt for
the global traveller, this watch has 24 time zones that
can be read off the internal rotating bezel.

Paul Smith Shoes & Accessories
Suede Derby Shoes
Paul Smith’s suede lace-ups are timeless but
contemporary with tonal leather trims and
a contrasting forest-green heel. Crafted
in Italy, this pair of rich dark brown
shoes offers infinite styling options.

Hugo Boss
Main Straight-Leg Denim Jeans
Approximately RM658
This pair of jeans is crafted from hardwearing denim and subtly faded for an
authentic lived-in feel. Wear this with anything from T-shirts to sweaters.
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AIRPORT TALK

Having just celebrated
his first year as
Managing Director
of Malaysia Airports
Holdings Berhad, Datuk
Badlisham Ghazali is
fast gaining recognition
in the global aviation
world. A speaker at the
World Routes Strategy
Summit 2014 in
Chicago, he was recently
appointed Special
Advisor to Airports
Council International
Asia-Pacific. He also sits
on the Boards of the
international airports
at Delhi, Hyderabad,
Istanbul and Male.
This month, Datuk
Badlisham talks about
the Key to Connectivity

“First of all, may I issue to all airline routeplanners, a warm welcome to Malaysia! We
have five international gateways and several
regional airports as well. But most of all,
Malaysia Airports provides unrivalled options
for connectivity and growth.
“According to Airports Council
International, airports are in the mobility
business, partnering with airlines to connect
their region to the wider world. The better
an airport is connected to the world, the
more attractive it becomes to its users. Airport
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AIRPORT MD SPEAKS
The KLIA Key to
Connectivity

connectivity-growth enhances the accessibility
of its surrounding region, making it more
attractive as a tourism destination and as a
place to do business.
Key Experience
“The International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) says that for airport
and aircraft operators, increased connectivity
results in enhanced business opportunities,
and for air-transport users, it results in effortless
and uncomplicated travel as well as time
savings. Malaysia Airports stresses on ‘the
Airport Experience’ for our airport-users;
and connectivity is a major factor in the
effectiveness of any air-hub. Connectivity
provides convenience, efficiency and an
optimal travel-experience for air-travellers, and
this in turn empowers the airlines that fly them,
and the airports that serve them.
At KLIA we strive to set world-standards
in both external and internal connectivity.
The external connectivity of flights and air
routes is obvious, but we created The World’s
First Next-Generation Hub to pioneer and
foster internal connectivity for all classes of
air-travellers, including those using full-service
airlines, low-cost carriers, and everything in
between.

Key Symbiosis
“I firmly believe that for both airlines and
airports, Competitiveness and Connectivity
go hand in hand. When airports and
airlines enhance each other’s connectivity,
they automatically strengthen and enhance
each other’s competitiveness and financial
success. Aircrafts Movements, Passenger
Volume, Route Options, Economic Incentives,
Tourism Attractions, Business Environment and
Regional Growth are all components that spur
connectivity, and when airlines and an airport
produce good connectivity, all these factors are
increased exponentially!
“In my view, optimum connectivity at any
particular point is only possible when airlines
and the airport work together for the good of all.
I call this the Vital Symbiosis of Connectivity.
Key Location
“Another vital starting-point for connectivity
is Location. For example, the strategic location
of the aptly-named Middle East region right
in the middle of Europe, Asia and Africa, has
resulted in incomparable connectivity, which
in turn has spurred a stunning growth in the
success of both airlines and airports. To draw an
important regional parallel, it is strategic location
that makes KL International Airport the key to
connectivity in Asia.

AIRPORT TALK

“Malaysia has been called The Heart of
Asia, and for good reason. Since ancient
times, travellers pursuing commercial success
and political influence have homed in to this
country for the connectivity they found for the
transport of their goods or personnel. Seafarers
in windswept ships knew then, what modern
airline route-planners know now – that Malaysia
is in the most strategic nation between East and
West Asia, between Europe and Australia, and
between the numerous nations in and around
Southeast Asia itself.
Key Service
“Accurate evaluation of an airport’s
connectivity must include various factors such
as the differences in the quality of indirect
connections, in terms of turnaround time, transfer
time and frequency levels. It must include route
options, airline incentives and the efficiency
of the airport. We invite airlines to study what
KLIA provides in both direct connectivity as
well as indirect connectivity via the number of
hub-connections that are possible through this
award-winning airport.
“At Malaysia Airports, our service ethos is
undergirded by our core belief that airlines are
our prime customers and partners to develop
connectivity. We further invite you to – if you
have not already - contact our Marketing Team
and experience our commitment to airlinesupport.
Key to Future Growth
“Finally, connectivity is not just about what
an airline needs right now or in the near future,

North
America
Europe

Middle
east

East
asia

Ma L a y s i a

Africa

but also about what potentially you might require
over the longer-term, and the wider area you
might want to have access to.
“With a steady stream of awards since its
inception and a track-record for airline-support
that is embodied in the Eagle award from IATA,
Malaysia Airports is committed to the present
and future growth of every one of our valued
airline partners. KLIA has the facilities to serve
an airline’s need for a regional air-hub and a
comprehensive network of destinations now, and
the capacity to expand to meet your network
needs well into the future.

Australia

“In summary, as an airport-operator,
Malaysia Airports continues to develop and
nurture our greatest asset which is the network
of multifarious external connectivity served by
our airline partners. To echo some industry
stalwarts, the connectivity that an airport
possesses is part of the ‘Real World Wide
Web’ that is essential to support economic,
social and cultural integration. Today and
tomorrow, I give you my assurance that you
can depend on the KLIA Key to Connectivity.”
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A few years ago, an African diplomat
commented that Malaysia has become
the favoured destination for Africans in
Southeast Asia. Since then, the flow from
the Great Continent to the nation known as
The Heart of Asia has continued steadily as
students, investors, medical patients, tourists
and members of the African business
community discover the attractions and
benefits of one of the most cosmopolitan
countries in Asia.

Composite image

Collaboration between Malaysian and
African companies will help fuel the growth
of the African economy and open new
markets to both African and Malaysian
firms, according to the Malaysian
Investment Development Authority (MIDA).
This sentiment is echoed by pan-Africa
carrier Ethiopian Airlines, which is involved
in the annual Africa Night involving
diplomats and participants from 18 African
nations in Kuala Lumpur.
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Taking South Africa as an example,
bilateral trade with Malaysia reached an
estimated US$18 billion in 2014. South
Africa’s main exports to Malaysia are metals
and minerals, followed by agricultural
products and, surprisingly, vehicles for use
on land, sea and air. South African exporters
are pushing keenly into the Malaysian
market, and food products are gaining a
strong foothold. Dr.Nortier’s Rooibos Tea, for
example, is so well-established in Malaysia,
there is even a museum built on his name and
his vision in Shah Alam, the first and only one
of its kind in the world!
At an international food trade-fair in
Kuala Lumpur a few months ago, the list of
South African brands and companies was
impressive. It included AJ Products Natal, All
Joy Foods, Amka Products (Pty) Ltd, Brother
Bees Honey, Cape Cookies, Creative Candy,
Fynbos Fine Foods, HQ Foods, McKinley
Chocolates, Sparta Beef, Spice Mecca (Pty)
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Ltd, The Art of Taste, and Western Cape Fine
Food Initiative.
Students from all over Africa have
also been flocking to Malaysia, attracted
by the high standards, affordable costs
and comprehensive facilities. Malaysian
educational institutions have a good trackrecord in Africa. Limkokwing, for example,
has 3 campuses in Africa; in Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland. Over the years, this
college group has provided scholarships to
African students worth millions of dollars.
The fact that many Malaysian institutions
have twinning-programmes with worldacclaimed universities is also another pullfactor. From Angola to Zimbabwe, Africans
are graduating from world-renown universities
and colleges after completing all or part of
their studies within Malaysia.
Some Africans have also come to
Malaysia to teach. Of Sierra Leone origins,
Dr. Noel Thomas for example, came on a
short-term teaching programme at a private
college, and almost 20 years later found
himself still teaching, this time as an Associate
Professor at Malaysia’s oldest and most
sought-after public institution, the prestigious
University Malaya.
Tourism into Malaysia is growing, as more
and more Africans discover the delights of this

multi-cultural and cosmopolitan country. The
widespread use of the English language, the
spectacular scenery, the historic monuments,
the diverse forms of cuisine, the excellent
transport infrastructure, and the various
cultures are some of the attractions that draw
an increasing number of African visitors to
Malaysia.
The main visitor-attraction in Malaysia
for African tourists however, seems to be the
super shopping! A local tour-guide admitted
that after some sightseeing and photography,
his African guests all make a beeline for the
shopping malls, bazaars and night-markets
where they “shop till they drop and eat up a
feast!”, as he succinctly relates. A Malaysian
event-organiser echoes this perspective,
saying that African delegates to the MICE
events that he organises usually spend their
free time shopping.

from an estimated 25 African nations!
African runners and walkers consistently
win Malaysia’s major marathons and longdistance races in both male and female
categories; and African athletes are directly
or indirectly having an influence on other
sports.
Asked about recent calls to naturalise
selected African footballers playing in
Malaysia, a popular striker replied, “That
would be very nice. I will always be a true
African, but Malaysia is really a lovely place
and I would love living in the Heart of Asia!”

African sportsmen also see Malaysia as
a premier destination. The various football
leagues in the country currently have players
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MALAYSIA moved by Africa
More Malaysians are attracted to Africa, moved by
the beauty and potential of the Great Continent.

According to United Nations data
released on the eve of a BRICS summit in
South Africa, Malaysia was the third-largest
investor in Africa in 2011, ahead of China
and India. Malaysia channelled as much as
24% of its foreign direct investment to Africa
in 2011, with absolute figures reaching
$19.3 billion, compared to China’s $16
billion and India’s $14 billion.
Foreign direct investment (FDI) from
Malaysia to Africa increased 4% to $57
billion in 2013 driven by infrastructure
investments, especially in the Eastern
and Southern Africa sub-regions, Second
Deputy CEO of the Malaysian Investment
Development Authority N S Rajendran told
the National News Agency of Malaysia
(Bernama).

Training Programme investment promotion
(TCTP) for African Countries in September
2014 in Kuala Lumpur, said electronics,
consumer products and machinery
equipment for agriculture “are some of the
potential areas that we can tap into”.

FDI inflows into Southern Africa almost
doubled to $13bn over the same period,
while investment in Eastern Africa grew 15%
to $6.2bn, Rajendran said. “This shows that
Africa is continuing to sustain its economic
and population growth and will definitely
attract market-seeking FDI into consumeroriented industries,” he said.

Bernama said the TCTP was organised
to help African countries better understand
Malaysia’s experience in improving
its policies and strategies for industrial
development and investment promotion. Big
Malaysian firms investing in Africa include
government-linked multinationals Petronas,
the wholly-owned oil & gas company
founded in 1974, and Sime Darby, a
diversified conglomerate.

Rajendran, who was interviewed on
the sidelines of Malaysia’s Third Country

In South Africa, Petronas subsidiary
Engen Petroleum Ltd owns a refinery in
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Durban and operates approximately
1,600 service stations across Sub-Saharan
Africa. In Durban, Engen has contributed
to the Treasure Beach Environmental
Education Centre at the Bluff Nature
Reserve Wetlands, established by the
Wildlife and Environmental Society
of South Africa. The centre promotes
awareness of the important role of South
Africa’s natural wetland habitats in ensuring
sustainable biodiversity and environmental
conservation.
Sime Darby’s first entry in Africa was
way back in 1977 in Liberia. Exactly 30
years later, the new and enlarged Sime
Darby Group began renewing its ties with
the country and officially re-established its
concession with the Liberian Government
in 2009. In South Africa, Sime Darby
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Hudson & Knight produces and sells premium
fats and oils to bakeries, the food-service
industry and food manufacturers. It is the only
oils and fats refinery in South Africa to hold
the ISO 22000 food safety accreditation.
The Malaysia-owned International
Commercial Banking Group began
operations in Africa in 1996 in Ghana. ICB
Bank Malawi was established in 2008 while
ICB Bank Zambia was established in 2010.
Today, almost twenty years after its first steps
into Africa, the International Banking Group
has a presence in several African countries.
including Djibouti, Gambia, Guinea, Sengal,
Sierra Leone and Tanzania.
Patent proof of this growing bond
between Malaysia and Africa is seen by
the increasing number of airlines connecting
Malaysia with nations on the African
continent. Air-travellers from Kuala Lumpur
International Airport, KLIA, today have a
convenient choice of over 80 flights a week
with various carriers that connect to
Africa! A major African carrier flying
directly into Malaysia is Ethiopian
airlines, which then connects

from Addis Ababa to 50
African destinations, providing the
most comprehensive pan-African routenetwork of any single airline in the world.
Ethiopian Airlines Area Manager
Malaysia Osman Habib says that whether
they are flying for leisure or business,
air-travellers on Ethiopian can connect
conveniently to Abidjan, Abuja, Accra,
Addis Ababa, Bahir Dar, Bamako,
Bangui, Berbera, Blantyre, Brazzaville,
Bujumbura, Cairo, Cotonou, Dakar, Dar
es Salaam, Dire Dawa, Djibouti, Douala,
Entebbe, Enugu, Goma, Hargeisa,
Harare, Johannesburg, Juba, Kanu,
Khartoum, Kigali, Kilimanjaro, Kinshasa,
Lagos, Libreville, Lilongwe, Lome, Luanda,
Lubumbashi, Lusaka, Malabo, Malakal,
Maputo, Mekele, Mombasa, N’Djamena,
Nairobi, Ndola, Niamey, Ouagadougou,
Pointe-Noire, Seychelles and Zanzibar.

Qatar Airways Africa Sales Manager
Offline Manuela Goldman has seen
phenomenal growth of Qatar Airways in
Africa, and how quickly offline destinations
go online. “It is exciting to see Qatar
Airway’s commitment to Africa. With every
new destination, it opens up that place to
the world! In my own country, Mozambique,
Qatar Airways is spearheading international
arrivals as we rebuild the country for its fresh
role in the future.”
Qatar Airways Country Manager
Malaysia & Brunei Emmanuel Oswald says
that the airline is enjoying a boom in traffic
between Africa and Malaysia. “Qatar
Airways flies to more and more destinations
in every corner of Africa, from Algiers in the
north to Cape Town in the south, from Lago
in the west to Entebbe in the east. As the
oneworld partner of Malaysia Airlines, we
are glad to provide support to the national
carrier in linking the great continent of Africa
to Malaysia, the heart of Asia!”

53

AIRPORT TALK

Vital Support for Airlines
Malaysia Airports builds Route Network
A world-renown aviation expert has
said that the greatest asset of any airport
is its Route Network. Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Dr.
Wan Abdul Aziz bin Wan Abdullah, the
Chairman of Malaysia Airports Holdings
Berhad, in his inaugural appearance in
this magazine more than two years ago,
reiterated that “The core-business of an
airport is airline-support; and airlines are
at the heart of all we do as an airportoperator.” Earlier in this magazine,
Managing Director of Malaysia Airports
Holdings Berhad, Datuk Badlisham
Ghazali elaborates on the importance of
connectivity.
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Committed To Connectivity
The Marketing Division of Malaysia
Airports is constantly working with airlines
to build connectivity – it exists to support
airlines in every way possible with their
Malaysian operations. The Marketing Team
works closely with existing and prospective
carriers planning increased frequencies,
new routes or charter flights. Provision
of data, promotional support, media
coverage, research and other assistance is
readily available from the Marketing Team,
who will also help to liaise with the relevant
divisions for operational or administrative
matters.

Malaysia Airport’s commitment to
connectivity is a great incentive for airlinegrowth, and the proof is most clearly seen
in the number of new airline-arrivals. In
the last year or more, for example, airline
buffs watching Malaysian skies have the
liveries of several new carriers to spot and
add to their list. From the arrival of worldrenown carriers like British Airways and All
Nippon Airways to regional operators like
Indonesia’s Sri Wijaya Airlines and South
Korea’s Jin Air, and lesser-known long-haul
airlines like Turkmenistan Airlines, Mega
Maldives, Iran Aseman and Saudi Arabia’s
flynas, there have been inaugural flights
galore at the airports of Malaysia.
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One-Stop Convenience
Apart from developing business
proposals to be presented to existing airlines
for expansion or to potential new airlines
for new services, the Malaysia Airports
Marketing Division also helps airlines work
with relevant stakeholders to jointly explore
and develop marketing campaigns and
implement activities to promote traffic into
Malaysia. The Marketing Division works
as a one-stop contact-point for airlines to
tap into a wealth of resources provided by
different government agencies.
“Tell us what you need, and if we
cannot provide it ourselves, we will access
key public sectors to give you the best help
available. We strive to provide one-stop
convenience”, says General Manager
Marketing Mohamed Sallauddin Haji
Mat Sah who is popularly known by
airline leaders around the world simply as
“Sallauddin”.
“We even extend practical assistance
like the complimentary use of our

conference-room facilities in the heart of
Kuala Lumpur’s Central Business District.
The aim is to provide physical amenities as
well as personalised service and support”,
he says, adding that helping airlines with
research, planning, branding, promotion
and downtown sales are just some of the
services the city-based Marketing Division
of Malaysia Airports is geared to provide.
Optimum Options
Sallauddin reminds airlines that
Malaysia offers a choice of several
different airports for international
flights. Malaysia Airports Holdings
Berhad operates 39 airports across the
country, with five officially-designated as
international airports and some others
regularly catering for international flights.
Each airport offers unique advantages
for airlines and their passengers, and the
Marketing Division is more than happy
to assist airlines evaluate these places for
themselves.
Often called The Heart of Asia,
Malaysia is the ideal hub for airlines flying

into Asia. Apart from the flagship facility
at Kuala Lumpur, the international airports
at Langkawi, Penang, Kuching and Kota
Kinabalu are great turn-around destinations
as well as regional choices that provide
optimum options for connectivity.
A Practical Portfolio
“The success of an airline in any market
is very much about branding, promotion,
marketing and sales. For airlines, the
bottom line is bottoms on seats when an
aircraft takes off; or cargo in the hold.
Our Market Development section has a a
practical portfolio of services for airlines,
both those currently on-line and those
considering flights into Malaysia.
“The success of any airline we serve
translates immediately into our success“,
says Malaysia Airports General Manager
Marketing Mohamed Sallauddin Mat Sah.
“We are geared to provide all the help
we can in raising the profile of our airline
customers in the local and regional arena,
and to help them reach their respective
target-markets most effectively. To do this
with excellence, we constantly think outside
the box and provide practical assistance.”

“…The greatest asset
of any airport is its
Route Network.”
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Personal Attention for Route Development
Professionals from Malaysia Airports at your service

While hardware and infrastructure are
essential, any service-provider ultimately
needs committed and effective personnel.
With the needs of airlines in mind,
Malaysia Airports has set up its city-based
Marketing Division, specifically to meet the
needs of customer airlines.
A Dedicated Division
A look at the details in the boxes will
show the different departments and their
respective duties. Accessible around the
clock for airlines anywhere in the world,
the Marketing Division from Malaysia
Airports is committed to providing
exemplary assistance and support to
airlines and their passengers – always.

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE & STRATEGY
The Business Intelligence & Strategy unit
is a new unit formed under the Airline
Marketing Division. The unit aims to
provide in-depth route and market analysis
as well as market-intelligence in order
to identify business opportunities. It also
coordinates with relevant stakeholders to
formulate strategic initiatives to enhance
the positioning and competitiveness of
our airports with the aim of retaining
and attracting new business. Other
responsibilities include:
• To ensure production of comprehensive
reports on airline performances and
developmental plans.
• To work closely with the local aviation
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authorities such as the Ministry of
Transport and Department of Civil
Aviation in regards to the administration
and implementation of the air-traffic
rights.
• To coordinate and evaluate joint
airline/airport strategic initiatives and
to conduct market-research for productdevelopment initiatives in effort to attract
new airlines to all MAHB airports.
AIRLINE RELATIONS & ROUTE
DEVELOPMENT
The Airline Relations & Route
Development core functions are
developing marketing strategies for
airlines business which encompasses

performing route and market analysis,
route target list and maintaining good
relationships with the airlines and relevant
industry-stakeholders through regular
meetings that will spur airlines business
expansion at all airports. These include:
• To manage an effective communication
system with the respective parties in
the quest for more airline business and
conducting review of airline routes
performance/recommendation for
appropriate action plan.
• To conduct meetings with airlines at
major aviation forums and conferences or
at their respective Head Offices to explore
route development opportunities.
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Your World Routes Team
At World Routes 2015, the Marketing Team
from Malaysia Airports includes the professionals
shown here. Visit us at the Malaysia Airports
stand, set up Scheduled Meetings or meet up
with us in Durban at any time before, during or
after World Routes 2015.

Managing Director
– Datuk Badlisham Ghazali

We promise you our best professional
expertise and personal attention for your routedevelopment needs!

Advisor – Tan Sri Bashir Ahmad

From left: Senior Executive Marketing Communications & Services Mohd Faizal Md Haris, Executive Airline Relations & Route Development
Muhammad Shaznin Azhar, Executive Marketing Research & Analysis Abdul Hazim Idris, General Manager Marketing Mohamed Sallauddin
Haji Mat Sah, Manager Marketing Communications & Services Mohd Shaffreen Nooranee, Manager Marketing Research & Analysis Anuar
Fawzi Abd Monir and Manager Airline Relations & Route Development Mazura Omar
MARKETING COMMUNICATION
& SERVICES
The Marketing Communication & Services
unit is responsible for implementing
strategic and tactical promotional
campaigns targeted at airlines and
travellers in order to raise awareness
for the airports and attractiveness of the
destinations that MAHB serves. Other
duties include:
• To provide support for all airline-related
events at the airports under MAHB. The
unit also plans and manages MAHB
participation at local and international
aviation and tourism conferences.
• To manage the production of the Airlink
section within the KL Lifestyle magazine
by featuring news and development of
aviation, especially for those airlines
operating to airports managed by
Malaysia Airports. The publication (Airlink)
was created as the world’s first airportfunded mass-media to help airlines reach
their target audience in the affluent urban
market of Greater Kuala Lumpur.
• To establish a strong collaboration

with Tourism Malaysia or any related
stakeholders in terms of joint promotional
programmes to market destinations in
Malaysia.
MARKETING RESEARCH & ANALYSIS
The Marketing Research & Analysis unit’s
role is to conduct studies and statistical
analysis to canvass prospective and
existing airlines based on travel trends.
The analysis is used to develop marketingstrategies to support development of airline
business at airports managed by Malaysia
Airports, as well as to develop business
and marketing proposals for airlines. Other
tasks include:
• To perform passenger-traffic forecasts
to gauge route traffic potential which
forms part of the foundation for a credible
business or marketing proposal for
presentation to airline customers.
• To produce comprehensive data reports
on airport performance, passenger-traffic
trends and comparative analysis against
competing hubs for dissemination to
internal and external stakeholders.
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The Heart of Asia Welcomes Airlines
Malaysia, Your Strategic Tourism Destination
Tourism Malaysia Director-General Dato’
Mirza Mohammad Taiyab is emphatic about
the synergy between aviation and tourism.
“While land-travel and cruise-ships remain
important components of the tour-operators’
product, air-travel is the main engine of
growth for regional and international
tourism. Apart from regular visits by road or
rail from our next-door neighbours and some
visits from cruise ships, most of Malaysia’s
tourism industry depends on airline-arrivals!”
he says.
“On the other hand, airports and
airlines cannot survive without leisuretravellers. It is the tourism industry alone
that brings in the volume and economies
of scale in passenger-traffic. Simply put,
airports and airlines need tourism to survive.
It is obvious, therefore, that the tourism and
aviation industries are mutually dependent
on each other. When we work together, we
achieve a powerful synergy!”
“I understand that commercial aviation
is an increasingly challenging business.
It is vital for an airline to get a strategic
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advantage in key regions. In this millennium,
Asia is the world’s main growth area for the
aviation industry. When looking for the most
strategic location for a hub or turn-around
destination in this region, it would be logical
to consider the country known around the
world as “Malaysia, Truly Asia”.
“For airline route-planners, a little research
will make it easy to see why Malaysia is your
Strategic Tourism Destination in Asia.
“Geographically, you only have to
open up an atlas or check the maps on the
Internet to understand why this is Truly The
Heart of Asia. Malaysia is in the middle of
the entire continent, with India on one side,
China on the other side, and Australia down
below. More specifically, Malaysia sits
right at the centre of the ten ASEAN nations
of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam. Malaysia commands the most
strategic air-routes for intra-regional flights,
as well as between Europe and Australasia
on one hand, and Southeast Asia and North
America on the other.

“Culturally, Malaysia has the most
cosmopolitan population in all of Asia,
where the majority of its people can trace
some or all of their ancestry from Indonesia,
India, China, Thailand, the Philippines,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, as well as parts
of Europe and the Middle East. Although
Islam is the official religion, Buddhists,
Hindus, Catholics, Taoists, Christians,
Sikhs, Bahais and other religious adherents
practice their faiths freely and avidly in this
secular democracy. This country is a bubbly
bustling melting pot of races and religions,
where many ethnic groups live together in a
daily kaleidoscope of colour and culture.
“Linguistically, Malaysia is truly Asia.
Besides the national language of Malay,
most Malaysians speak English quite well
- and every major Asian language can
also be heard in the cities! Mandarin is
quite widely spoken and Chinese cultural
items proliferate in many shopping districts
of Malaysia. Apart from Malay, English
and several Chinese dialects, local TV
channels feature various Asian languages
such as Tamil, Hindi, Tagalog, Korean,
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and Japanese. Visitors from the South Asia
will find that numerous Malaysians speak
fluent Tamil, and they might also hear
Hindi, Punjabi, Urdu, Telugu, Malayalam,
Sinhalese and other familiar tongues.
Apart from English and Malay, in some
parts of Kuala Lumpur, you will find lots
of signboards in Chinese, Tamil, Korean,
Japanese, Arabic or even Nepali!

length and breadth of the country, when a
turn off could land you in a lovely rustic little
village, unchanged for decades. Wherever
you look, tourism attractions abound. There
are miles of pristine beaches and towering
peaks shrouded in ancient rainforests. The
climate is warm and inviting all around the
calendar, with ‘showers of blessings’ in
certain states during the wetter months.

“Cuisine-wise, Malaysia has been
called the Food Capital of the World.
Western restaurant chains and fast-food
joints proliferate, and apart from the
uncountable number of Indian Muslim
restaurants and Chinese food-shops across
the country, visitors will also find Arab,
Thai, Korean and Japanese restaurants
quite readily in most major cities of
Malaysia with Irish pubs, Parisan-styled
café’s and Taiwanese beverage-outlets
growing in popularity. Malay food-shops
serve perennial favourites like satay, nasi
lemak, fried noodles and rice with curry,
competing actively with traditional Hindu
banana-leaf restaurants. Vegetarian food
is easy to find, while all food at five-star
hotels is halal. In Malaysia, there is literally
something to suit every taste!

“Practically, airline route-planners will
be glad to know that Tourism Malaysia
works very closely with Malaysia Airports
to ensure that airlines flying into the country
get all the support possible; and that
arrivals and transit passengers have an

“Physically, one of Malaysia’s key
attractions is its extreme contrasts. Towering
skyscrapers look down upon wooden
houses built on stilts, and five-star hotels
sit several metres away from ancient
reefs. Cool hideaways are found in the
highlands that ran easy drive to warm,
sandy beaches and rich, humid mangroves.
Modern superhighways run right across the

authentic experience of Malaysia, Truly The
Heart of Asia. Inaugural flights and new
connections are greeted with costumed
dancers, Tourism Malaysia goodie bags and
great Malaysian cuisine. Tourism Malaysia
also has an Information Centre at the arrival
hall of Kuala Lumpur International Airport,
and useful Tourism Brochure Racks can be
found at the international airports in Penang,
Langkawi, Kuching and Kota Kinabalu.
We invite airline route-planners to talk to
us, and we will do our best to support you in
the country of your origin, so that your flights
are filled with happy travellers – all eager to
discover Malaysia, Truly The Heart of Asia!”
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Malaysian Open Skies for Airlines
A Warm Welcome Awaits Carriers

Malaysia’s Ministry of Transport is a
keen advocate of the Open Skies policy that
grew with the spread of liberalisation in the
1990’s. At the moment, Malaysia has an
Open Skies agreement with 20 countries.
Among the objectives of our Open Skies
policy is to provide a fair, equal and optimal
environment for all carriers. This promotes
connectivity and flexibility for airlines to
determine their operations purely based on
market forces. Ultimately, all this benefits the
passengers!
Datuk Dr. Ismail bin Hj. Bakar, the
Secretary General for the Ministry of
Transport, says that “The Ministry of
Transport is committed to encourage and
facilitate more air-travel into and out of
Malaysia.”
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ASEAN Open Skies, allows any
designated airlines from ASEAN Member
States to provide air passenger and
cargo services without restrictions on any
international route-rights, the number of
designated airlines, capacity, frequencies,
and types of aircraft. It calls for pricing
to be determined by market forces, a fair
opportunity to compete, and co-operative
marketing arrangements.
Malaysia has much to gain from the
potential deal as it will lead to growth and
development by opening up the market to
more competition. Greater connectivity
between aviation markets arising from this
arrangement should encourage higher traffic-

growth and
service quality,
while lowering
ticket prices.
Secondary
airports would
stand to benefit
most as there
would inevitably
be growth in
passenger-numbers and the number of
airlines serving the market.
To support ASEAN’s broader goal of
economic integration, ASEAN Member
States has agreed to substantially reduce
restrictions faced by ASEAN service
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suppliers in providing air transport
ancillary services and establishing
companies across national borders
within the region. To-date, ASEAN has
progressively liberalised air transport
ancillary services through eight packages
of commitments.
To support ASEAN Open Skies
arrangement, it is pertinent to ensure the
safety standards and other regulatory
measures regarding operating flights is
not being compromised. Some changes
are intended to improve aviation-safety,
aviation-security, air-traffic management,
civil aviation technology, and air-transport
regulatory frameworks.
Datuk Dr. Ismail elaborates on
Malaysia’s track-record in global aviation.
“The Ministry of Transport Malaysia has
been repeatedly elected to the Council of
International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO) consistently since 2007. This
overwhelming support underlines the
excellent standing that Malaysia has
in the international aviation community.

Our legislation and standards are known
worldwide, and we are in the process of
fine-tuning our aviation policies to enable
airlines to fully capitalise on Malaysia’s
market potential.
“Airlines need good airports, and the
Ministry of Transport works with Malaysia
Airports to ensure that world-class facilities
are constantly upgraded at all of our
international gateways so that carriers
get the very best possible amenities. We
maintain the highest standards of safety
and security while keeping costs extremely
competitive. We are fully mindful of the
fact that airlines are the reason airports
exist in the first place, and for airports to be
successful, the airline-partners must be our
priority.
“We have not one, but five international
gateways into Malaysia, and international

and regional carriers have a choice
of airports that will maximise their own
effectiveness. Each international airport is
in a unique and distinct destination with its
own unique attractions and pull-factors for
airlines.
“With the implementation of the ASEAN
Open Skies Policy, it is of vital importance
for each international airline to choose
the best air-hub in the ASEAN region for
its needs. Malaysia, with its excellent
infrastructure, fluency in English, and
unbeatable strategic location at the heart
of Asia, offers outstanding benefits as the
regional air-hub of choice.
“In the bigger governmental picture,
Malaysia is also mindful of the importance
of good air-connectivity for the growth and
development of commerce, industry and
tourism. As such, route-planners seeking to
develop new routes in the region should
look at Malaysia’s track-record of hospitality
for airlines, and our commitment to the
policy of Open Skies for aviation”, he
concludes.
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Malaysia attracts Major Events
A dedicated organisation creates excitement!

provide assistance to home-grown and homehosted events in order to further strengthen
Malaysia’s profile as the hub for major events
in the region.

International events are a core element
driving Malaysia’s tourism industry,
attracting spectators and participants from
all around the world. Both the government
and private sectors collaborate in synergy
as Malaysia continuously seeks to host
exciting international lifestyle and sporting
events. Over the years, the penetration of
international events into the country has been
remarkably promising.
Today, Malaysia is witnessing a
significant number of world-renown artistes
performing live here, and a good number of
sporting champions making appearances.
The events scene is burgeoning, considering
the significant influx of foreign visitors for
any international event. Understanding this
strategy and support needed to generate a
steady stream of exciting international events,
the government has established Malaysia
Major Events (MME).
“As a conduit between sectors we identify
and support viable international events to
be staged in Malaysia to further strengthen
the country’s global appeal as a destination
of choice for spectacular events. We help
organisers overcome challenges and to
make sure the international events market in
Malaysia is continuously emerging”, says
Tony Nagamaiah, General Manager of
Malaysia Major Events (MME).
Established under the Government’s
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Economic Transformation Programme,
Malaysia Major Events (MME) is a division
of the Malaysia Convention & Exhibition
Bureau (MyCEB), which itself is an agency
under the Ministry of Tourism and Culture.
With its main objective to enhance
Malaysia’s economic growth and profile,
MME is also tasked to initiate bids for sports,
arts, lifestyles and entertainment events, and

Realising that music fans from around
the region crave for a creative mashup of
entertainment elements MME is constantly
focussed on bringing big concerts and
music festivals to the country. MME also
plays a huge role in providing assistance for
international promoters who plan to include
events in Malaysia as part of their tour.
Among such events have been Thriller Live
Malaysia, The Script Live in Kuala Lumpur,
International Indian Film Academy Awards
(IIFA) 2015, Backstreet Boys’s In A World
Like This Tour, and BigBang - The MADE
Tour. Jon Bon Jovi’s Because We Can: The
Tour takes place this month, and there are
many more mega-musical events to come.
Most international music and entertainment
events hosted in Malaysia are held in Kuala
Lumpur, one of Asia’s most exciting cities.
With a wide selection of international and
local cuisine, world-class hotels, trendy
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shopping-malls, fascinating attractions and
connectivity, the country invites domestic
and foreign tourists to explore this urban
capital.
And while here for a concert, visitors
can stay on for the glitter of Kuala Lumpur’s
nightlife that offers a wide range of settings
and styles for party-goers to dance all night
long! From Latin to techno and R&B music,
unwind in style at the chic bistros or trendy
clubs. The hot spot in KL is Changkat Bukit
Bintang which offers an amazing rush
of energy within contemporary settings
and abundant dining and entertainment
options. Let your hair down, sip your
favourite drink, and enjoy this ‘happening’
city’s nightlife!
Malaysia is also making headlines
for major sporting events. This year alone
sportsmen, family and friends have the

opportunity to witness the BMW Malaysia
Open, Ironman 70.3 Putrajaya, Bloodrunner
2015, 37th WAF World Arm-Wrestling
Championship, FIM Asia Supermoto
Championship 2015, Asia Pacific Ironman
Langkaw, Viper 2 Four, FISE World Series
2015 and many more heart-pounding events.
Sporting events favour destinations like
Langkawi and Putrajaya with their beautiful
scenery and photogenic facilities which
provide perfect backdrops to generate media
interest. From the white sandy beaches of
Langkawi to the immaculate landscaping of
Putrajaya, these are attractive destinations for
athletes, spectators, friends and families. To
enhance the unique Malaysian ambience,
MME helps arrange the involvement of the
local communities, while the authorities help
ensure a sense of ownership is created
among the locals.
Comedy is also picking up in the country,
with the famous Jeff Dunham in town in 2014
and the world’s renowned comedian Russell
Peters surprising his fans with the ‘Almost

Famous World Tour’ this year in Selangor’s
Stadium Malawati. Home-grown comedy
event LOL Fest 2015 sent spectators into fits
of giggles with an electric mix of comedy
from all over world.
From raucous to refined and witty to
bawdy, Malaysian comedians like Harith
Iskandar, Douglas Lim, Afdlin Shauki,
Joanne Kam, Ahmad Nabil Ahmad, Dr
Jason Leong, Gajen, Kuah Jehan and
‘Grumpy’ Kavin Jayaram are attracting
fans from all over the world with their
cosmopolitan, colourful and hilariouslyeffective humour.
This diverse country also continues to
captivate visitors with an ongoing array
of cultural shows, choral presentations,
contemporary theatre plays, art exhibitions,
film fests, anime conventions, traditional
craft celebrations, modern dance
competitions and every imaginable art
event possible. Where the world of arts is
concerned, Malaysia really has excitement
for everyone!
From ear-splitting street races and heartpounding adventure sports to enchanting
arts performances and rollicking rock
concerts, come experience exciting major
events in Malaysia!
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Steady growth for JAL

The national carrier of Japan is seeing
steady growth on its Kuala Lumpur route,
says newly-appointed Japan Airlines VicePresident/Regional Manager Malaysia
Kan Komatsu, adding that there are
several reasons for this.

One reason is the long-established solid
track-record of Japan’s national carrier in the
Malaysian market. Japan Airlines is one of the
first international airlines in Malaysia, having
had a presence in this country for 48 years,
beginning in 1967. In 2017, Japan Airlines
will celebrate half a century in Malaysia! This
is a rare achievement in commitment to the
local market that many people appreciate,
industry sources say.
Kan Komatsu explains that a second
reason is the growth of tourism-traffic.
Malaysia has always been a major attraction
for Japanese travellers, and the current
attractive exchange-rates make this a very
good destination for Japanese visitors. On
the other hand, the recent elimination of
visa-requirements has led to a strong flow
of Malaysians visiting the tourism-delights
of Japan. Travel-agents report that Japan is
attracting increasing number of Malaysian
visitors of all ages.

Japan Airlines also has a very extensive
domestic network, providing convenient
connections to all areas of Japan. Air-travellers
are also choosing JAL to regional destinations
and North America because of connectivity,
convenience and choice. Experienced travelagents say that another important reason
why more and more savvy air-travellers are
choosing Japan Airlines to destinations in the
Orient and North America is because of the
outstanding value of JAL’s amazing baggage
allowance.
For international routes, Japan Airlines
allows free carriage of 2 pieces of 23 kg
each for economy class travellers, meaning
that each passenger can check-in a total
46kg of luggage. Business Class passengers
are allowed 3 pieces of 32kg each. This is a
whopping 96 kg absolutely free!
To enjoy these benefits on Japan’s most
established airline, please call 1-800-813366 (English/Cantonese) and 1-800-815609 (Japanese) or visit www.my.jal.com
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ETHIOPIAN promotes World Best Tourism Destination

Ethiopian Airlines, the largest airline
in Africa, recently won the Airline of the
Year Award for the second time in a row
at MICE Magazine’s 8th Annual Industry
Golden Chair Awards held in Beijing,
China.
In 2014, Ethiopian received Best
Airline to Africa award by Premier
Traveller, one of the most prominent travel
magazines in the United States. Ethiopian
has also been awarded Best Airline in
Africa and African Airline of the Year
awards by Passenger Choice and The
African Airlines Association (AFRAA). In
2015, Ethiopian was recognized as the
Best Regional Airline by Air Transport
World, the global leading aviation
publication.
Osman Habib adds that Ethiopian is
a Pan-African global carrier, member of
Star Alliance, operating the youngest fleet
in the continent with an average of less
than 7 years. He adds that it is currently
serving 90 international destinations
across 5 continents with over 200 daily
departures, and connects to KLIA four times
a week. For enquiries and reservations,
please call 03-2141 2190 or visit www.
ethiopianairlines.com
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Tourism contributed an estimated 4.5%
to the country’s GDP last year, generating
nearly a million jobs and over two billion
dollars in revenue, according to the World
Bank. “Come visit the World Best Tourism
Destination with the world-class nationalcarrier!” smiles Osman Habib, pointing to the
string of awards won by the airline recently.

Copyright © Hulivili

According to CNN, the country has
been praised for its outstanding natural
beauty, dramatic landscapes and ancient
culture by the European Council on Tourism
and Trade, which selected it out of 31
countries as this year’s top holiday spot. Last
year, more than 600,000 tourists visited

Ethiopia, attracted by its fertile national parks,
3,000 year-old archaeological history and
nine UNESCO world heritage sites.

Copyright © Cathedral

CNN reports that this year the accolade
of World Best Tourism Destination has been
given to Ethiopia, says Ethiopian Airlines
Area Manager Malaysia Osman Habib.
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THAI Royal Orchid Spa is No.1

Spa Facility” at the most recent Skytrax
Awards. The Skytrax Awards are based on
results of a passenger-satisfaction survey
conducted amongst 245 airlines and
more than 18.89 million people around
the world. The Skytrax World Airline
Awards are a global benchmark of airline
excellence, and widely known as “the
passengers’ choice awards”.

Thai Airways International General
Manager Malaysia Suttichoke Rodleechit
says that there is a growing appreciation
among Malaysian travellers for THAI’s
award-winning Royal Orchid Spa at
Suvarnabhumi Airport which is designed
to serve Royal First Class and Royal Silk
Class passengers with a full range of spa
services.
Nanny's
1
10/24/14
THAI’sad.pdf
Royal Orchid
Spa was 11:11
rankedAM
No.1 as the “World’s Best Airline Lounge

This elegant facility has a 32-seat
Lounge Area with healthy snacks and
herbal beverages. The First Class Zone has
3 Touch Of Silk Suites (Body Massage),
6 Neck & Shoulder or Relaxing Foot
Massage Corners, 2 Steam Rooms, 2
Sauna Rooms and 4 Shower Rooms, while
the Silk Class Zone has 8 Neck & Shoulder
or Relaxing Foot Massage Corners.
THAI connects Kuala Lumpur to
Bangkok with a total of 18 weekly flights
from KLIA where it has its own dedicated
Royal Silk Lounge. It also has 7 flights a
week from Penang. For more information
on travel with THAI, please contact 032034 6999 (KL), 04-2266 000 (Penang)
or log-on to www.thaiairways.com.my
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QATAR AIRWAYS Grows In South Africa

Qatar Airways celebrates its 2nd
anniversary of joining the oneworld global
alliance. Qatar Airways was the first Gulf
carrier to join this global airline alliance,
enabling its passengers to benefit from
almost 1,000 airports in more than 150
countries, with 14,250 daily departures.

Qatar Airways Country Manager
Malaysia & Brunei Emmanuel Oswald
says that in early June this year the airline
celebrated 10 years of successful service
to Johannesburg and Cape Town in South
Africa. To celebrate, the airline hosted
press events and travel trade receptions;
inaugurated a new office in Cape Town, and
held a series of high-level press briefings,
revealing details of its enhanced services to
South Africa as part of its expanding global
operations.

its Johannesburg service to a double-daily
service and start a four-times weekly service
to Durban. All three routes in South Africa
are serviced by the airline’s state-of-the-art
Boeing 787 Dreamliner.

The five-star airline has been successfully
serving South Africa from its Doha hub since
2005 and currently operates to Cape Town
three times weekly and Johannesburg 10
times weekly. Beginning October 1, Qatar
Airways will add four additional frequencies
taking its Cape Town service to a full daily
service. From December 17, it will upgrade

“Our relationship with South Africa has
developed and grown consistently since we
began back in 2005, and now thanks to
an ever-increasing passenger demand from
passengers who value our renowned and
award-winning five-star service, we look
forward to another successful decade of
services.”

Emmanuel Oswald says that the airline
operates 21 flights a week between Kuala
Lumpur and Doha with onward connections
to Europe, the Americas, Africa and the
Middle East via its Doha hub. For more
information, visit www.qatarairways.com or
call 03-2118 6100.

“As we begin another decade of flying
to beautiful South Africa, we are delighted
to further expand frequencies to both Cape
Town and Johannesburg, and begin services
to Durban,” said Marwan Koleilat, Qatar
Airways Chief Commercial Officer.
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New GM for GARUDA INDONESIA
Garuda Indonesia has a new
General Manager for Malaysia, Ronald
Lubantobing, who replaces Dasep Suanda.
‘Bapak’ Ronald came to Kuala Lumpur
directly from Garuda Indonesia’s Perth
office. He was also General Manager
Semarang but has had many years at the
airline’s Headquarters in Jakarta, where he
was involved in areas that include Strategic
Planning, Market Research, Product
Planning and Business Development.

Since its inaugural flight in 1949,
Garuda Indonesia has become one of
the most established airlines in Asia. It is
the national flag-carrier of the Republic of
Indonesia and currently serves 33 domestic
and 18 international destinations in
Southeast Asia, Middle East, the Far East,
Australia, and The Netherlands in Europe.
Ronald Lubantobing says Garuda
Indonesia has three daily flights between

Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta. New
frequencies and new routes are being
considered, he said. For booking enquiries
and reservations, call 03-2162 2811.
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ANA launches Kuala Lumpur
All Nippon Airways, Japan’s leading
airline, has launched a new daily service
from Narita to Kuala Lumpur from 1st
September 2015. The new service allows
passengers to make easier connections
with flights to and from North America
during the evening period at Narita. ANA
also provides an extensive network of
destinations within Japan and the Orient.
Recently-appointed ANA Kuala Lumpur
Branch General Manager Roy Gay says
that initial response has been encouraging.

“More and more Malaysians are recognising
the benefits of flying ANA to Japan and
beyond, with North America being a
favoured destination. From market feedback,
we are happy to discover that passengers
appreciate the premium-quality experience
we provide at reasonable prices.”
Earlier this year, ANA was awarded
5-Stars for the second year in a row by
SKYTRAX, the world’s leading airline and
airport review specialists. ANA is the only
airline in Japan to receive this prestigious

award. In June this year, ANA won a
further two awards at the Skytrax 2015
World Airline Awards. The awards were for
“World’s Best Airport Services” and “Best
Airline Staff in Asia”.
Roy Gay says that the Tokyo Narita–
Kuala Lumpur daily flight utilises an ultramodern Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner – a rare
opportunity for air-travellers to experience this
exciting and innovative aircraft from KLIA. For
more information and ticketing, please call
03-2032 1331.
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New Routing for UNITED
United Airlines has begun to offer
convenient new routing from KLIA effective
2 September 2015, says Sales Manager
Eric Ng of Abadi Aviation Services, the
airline’s Malaysian GSA. United offers this
new routing from Kuala Lumpur through
code-share service on the new All Nippon
Airways daily flight from KLIA to Tokyo, for
onward connectivity to United’s network of
service throughout the USA, Canada and
Latin America.
United’s flight-code is listed on
the corresponding ANA’s flights to/

from Tokyo providing convenient returnconnections for United’s trans-Pacific flights.
The new routing is in addition to the
existing United’s services from other Asian
gateways; further providing customers
with more choice and convenience when
travelling between Malaysia and the USA.
United has the most extensive trans-Pacific
route-network of any U.S. airline.
For more information please
contact Abadi Aviation Services
at 03-2142 4311.

Good Going for GULF AIR
Albert Yeoh of Abadi Aviation Services,
the Malaysian General Sales Agent for Gulf
Air, says that the going is good for several
reasons. Gulf Air has a very strong branding
in Malaysia, and continues to attract a steady
number of air-travellers from Malaysia, he
explained. Bahrain is also a well-established
destination and transit-hub for air-travellers, he
added.
Founded in 1949, Gulf Air today flies to
43 international destinations in 24 countries
across Africa, Asia and Europe from its hub

at Bahrain International Airport. Offering
a distinctive, quality service epitomized
by its trademark Arabian hospitality and
supplemented by such signature offerings
as the Gulf Air Sky Chef and Sky Nanny
Services, Gulf Air’s dedicated services cater
to the airline’s business and family travellers.
Its own Falcon Gold lounge could be found
at the airports of Bahrain, Dubai and London–
Heathrow. For ticketing and reservations,
please call Abadi Aviation Services at
03-2141 2676.

73

87
Boeing 7

TM

BEST AIRLINE IN AFRICA
2013

BEST AIRLINE STAFF SERVICE
IN AFRICA 2013

Meeting your expectation and
building the youngest fleet
We fly to over 80 destinations worldwide
For enquiries, please contact us at:
Suite 1603, Level 16 Central Plaza,
34 Jalan Sultan Ismail,
50250 Kuala Lumpur
Tel: (+603) 2141 2190/ 2142 0581
Fax: (+603) 2141 0429
Email: etkul@abadi.com.my
www.ethiopianairlines.com
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Stylish Business Kits for AIR FRANCE
Business travellers between Europe and
Malaysia have been pleased with the stylish
third edition of the Amenity Kit distributed on
board Air France’s long-haul Business Class
cabins, says Aude-Lise Combier, Country
Manager for Malaysia and Brunei. This
edition completes the collection of kits that
revisit the neo-vintage style and feature the
Air France brand’s iconic accent.
With Clarins® moisturiser, lip balm and
an eye mask, each kit contains numerous
beauty products allowing customers to
quickly freshen up and remain comfortable
throughout their trip. Intended as a true gift
and distributed on board by the Air France
crew, these kits are available in four colours.

A refined gift that customers are invited
to take home with them after the trip, the
models are renewed every six months, so
passengers love these deluxe collectibles.
On arrival, Air France Business Class
passengers enjoy free Clarins® facial
beauty treatments for “Him and Her” in the
Air France lounges in terminals T2K, T2L,
T2M at Paris-Charles de Gaulle, terminal 1
at New York-JFK and in the Skyteam lounge
at London-Heathrow. They also enjoy free
access to Clarins® beauty and massage
centres in the Air France Business lounges.
Air France invests much attention to detail
to make every flight a true pleasure.

For ticketing
and reservations,
please call 037724 818 or
connect at www.
airfrance.my.

Changeover at SRI LANKAN
The Kuala
Lumpur office of
Sri Lankan sees
a changeover
as popular
Malaysia Manager
Chinthaka
Weerasinghe takes
up a new posting
in New Delhi,
one of the airline’s
busiest international hubs. Industry sources
say that he will also be handling the Sri
Lankan traffic at Varnassi, Gaya, Calcutta

and possible new destinations on the
Indian sub-continent.
“Chinthaka Weerasinghe has been the
most effective Sri Lankan Country Manager
we have seen here”, asserts a local veteran
travel-agent. “He has built a very good
team that has broken new ground in this
market. We will miss him.”
He is being succeeded by Dilshan
Kuddahetty, who comes in from Mumbai.
“I have heard a lot of good things about
the multiracial and cosmopolitan market
in Malaysia”, says Dilshan. ”I am looking

forward to working
in this dynamic
country!”
Sri Lankan is
one of the most
established foreign
carriers in Malaysia,
with online
operations spanning
several decades. It
has twice-daily flights from Kuala Lumpur
International Airport. For more details and
booking enquiries, please call 03-2070
1979.
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5-star journeys
to Africa

Addis Ababa • Alexandria • Algiers • Asmara • Cairo
Cape Town • Casablanca • Dar es Salaam • Djibouti
Entebbe • Johannesburg • Khartoum • Kigali
Kilimanjaro • Lagos • Luxor • Maputo • Nairobi
Tunis • Zanzibar
Launching soon: Durban

qatarairways.com/my
Qatar Airways was voted Airline of the year at the 2015 Skytrax World Airline Awards.

World’s 5-star airline.
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ERL Wins Again!

Express Rail Link did Malaysia proud
when it clinched the coveted title of North
Star Air Rail Link of the Year once again
at the Global AirRail Awards 2015 held
earlier this year in Toronto, Canada.
This is the third time that ERL has
received the recognition as a leader
amongst its global peers, following wins
in 2012 and 2014. This year ERL also
won the Marketing Campaign of the
Year award for its klia2 Service Extension
launch campaign. Present to accept both
awards were the Chief Executive Officer
of ERL, Noormah Mohd Noor and the
Chief Executive Officer of ERL Maintenance
Support Sdn Bhd (E-MAS), Thomas Baake.
“This is truly amazing and a great
honour. Winning this global award again
this year is definitely a boost and will
certainly motivate us to provide even better
services to our passengers. We couldn’t
have done it without the support of our
passengers,” said Noormah, adding that
ERL will continue to develop the business

are professionals in the air and rail
industries.

through targeted improvements and response
to fundamental changes.

Express Rail Link (ERL) is the operator
of KLIA Ekspres and KLIA Transit train
services that connect Kuala Lumpur
International Airport (KLIA & klia2) and
the city. The non-stop journey on KLIA
Ekspres between KL Sentral and KLIA
takes only 28 minutes. Passengers can
continue their journey to klia2 which
takes just another 3 minutes.

“I would also like to thank the ERL
& E-MAS team for their hard work and
commitment. I hope that we are able to
continue delivering exceptional service that
is attractive to our passengers in the years to
come,” Noormah said.
The Global AirRail Awards is organised
by Global AirRail Alliance (GARA), a
London-based industry organisation joining
rail operators, airport, airlines and suppliers
from around the world. Judges for the awards
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LUFTHANSA serves Halal Meals

Lufthansa Malaysia Sales Manager
Trina Sim says that air-travellers from KLIA
can enjoy delicious Halal Malaysian cuisine
when they fly with the national flag-carrier of
the Federal Republic of Germany! Lufthansa
serves the best of Malaysia’s fine Asian
cuisine, with delectable dishes of Malay,
Chinese and Indian origins, all prepared
with loving care in the world’s largest Halal
kitchen at KLIA.
With its amazing cultural potpourri and
multiracial population, Malaysia is justifiably
world-famous for its irresistible cosmopolitan
cuisine. Lufthansa is proud to showcase this
delicious diversity of classic Malaysian fare
to tantalise the taste-buds of passengers
in all classes of its flights between Kuala
Lumpur and Frankfurt.
Lufthansa Business Class passengers
enjoy a choice of firm favourites like
Chicken Rendang Briyani Rice with Baby
Carrots; Beef Rendang Nasi Kerabu with
Accar Jelata and Chili; King Prawn Percik
Tumeric Rice with Acar Rampai; Stir-fried
Seafood in Oyster Sauce with Efu Noodles
and Broccoli; Red Snapper Curry Tumeric
Rice with Baby Okra; and BBQ Chicken
with Efu Noodles and Chinese Greens.
For breakfast, Business Class passengers
who prefer Malaysian meals can choose

from Efu Noodles with Stir-fried Beef and
Pak Choy; Efu Noodles fried Mamak-style
with Chicken, Fish Cake, Pak Choy, Red
Chili and Onions; or the traditional Chicken
Rendang Nasi Lemak with Prawn Sambal
and Egg Garnish.
The mouthwatering menu for Premium
Economy and Economy Class passengers
includes delicious delights such as Chicken
Redang served with steamed Basmathi
Rice, Stir-fried Carrots, Snap Peas and
Shitake Mushrooms; Beef Rendang served
with Tomato Rice, Sauteed Carrot Flower,
Zucchini and Young Corn; or Beef Honey
Black Pepper served with steamed Rice,
Carrots and sliced Kailan
The memorable Halal cuisine comes
with renowned Lufthansa service and the
special convenience of a perfectly-timed
schedule. Passengers will be on the first
carrier to arrive in Europe, and enjoy less
traffic at the transit-area and immigration.
Lufthansa passengers from Kuala Lumpur
have the convenience of flying directly into
Frankfurt and connecting onward to over
170 destinations in Europe and other parts
of the world.
For reservations and enquiries, please
call 03-2053 1898.
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KOREAN AIR fetes Agents

The Kuala Lumpur office of South Korea’s
national carrier has been busy with activities
to support its valued Travel Agents, says
Korean Air Country Manager for Malaysia
and Brunei Jin Jae Hoon. He was speaking
on his return from South Korea with a
group of travel-agents he had taken for a
familiarisation trip to Seoul.

left a few weeks ago on a similar learning-tour,
but with meals and itinerary tailor-made for
Muslim travellers. Both trips were fully organised
and sponsored by Korean Air, with contributions
from the Korean Tourism Organisation, the
Korea Airports Corporation and the Seoul
Metropolitan Government and other industry
players.

After a tour of Incheon International
Airport, the group visited the Incheon
International Medical Centre, the iconic
Everland theme-park, the exciting Myeong
Dong shopping district, an art museum, and
other well-known attractions. A second group

Jin Jae Hoon adds that last month, Korean
Air hosted over 50 Travel Agents to a Korean
Air Pre-MITM Luncheon at the deluxe Grand
Palace Restaurant at Pavilion in Kuala Lumpur.
This was in conjunction with the pre-opening of
the MITM Travel Fair 2015. Held annually at

the Mid-Valley Exhibition Centre, the MITM
Travel Fair is one of the biggest events of its
kind in the ASEAN region.
Korean Air Senior Sales Manager for
Malaysia & Brunei Eddie Ee adds that Korean
Air, with a fleet of 155 aircraft, is one of
the world’s top 20 airlines, and operates
more than 430 flights per day to 126 cities
in 45 countries. It is a founding member of
the SkyTeam alliance, which offers its 569
million annual passengers a worldwide system
of more than 15,000 daily flights covering
1064 destinations in 178 countries. For more
information or reservations, please contact
03-2030 0202.
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Our global network is all about you
Korean Air has one of the largest global networks in the industry,
connecting 128 cities in over 45 countries. You can visit more places
in the world for all your business and personal needs. We’ll fly you anywhere
and everywhere with the convenience you deserve, because we believe
the world is there for you to explore.
Tel : 603 2030 0370
Website : www.Koreanair.com
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BRITISH AIRWAYS Premium Economy popular

them, British Airways’ World Traveller Plus
Premium Economy Class has proved to be a
perfect fit,” she explains.

Premium Economy Class travel on
direct flights to London is proving to be
popular, says Vivian Tan-Loh, British Airways
Commercial Manager Malaysia, adding
that British Airways became the first global
airline to introduce Premium Economy Class
to Malaysia when it restarted its LondonKuala Lumpur route on May 27, 2015.
“Since 2000, passenger traffic on this
route has tripled. Thanks to the economic
surge in the region, business-trips have also
surged. Even so, there are customers whose
business-travel budget doesn’t allow them
to travel in Business class, but they still want
to make the most of their business trip. For

Some 15 years ago the airline
introduced a fourth cabin, the World
Traveller Plus Premium Economy Class.
The new cabin came with wider, more
comfortable seats, offering more legroom.
Increased comfort was the obvious benefit.
What was less apparent, but which became
an important attraction for people travelling
on business was that more space made it
easier to do some work. Over the past 10
years, World Traveller Plus has endured.
Now, with British Airways taking
delivery of its next generation of aircraft such
as the Boeing 777-300ER, Boeing 787
and Airbus A380, a reincarnated version
of the cabin is taking to the skies. It remains
true to the original concept, providing a
bit more comfort and exclusivity. The new
seats recline a bit further, and there’s a much
larger video touch-screen. Two USB ports
and a RCA port allow customers to link their
personal electronic devices to the in-flight
entertainment system.
The on-board service is also being
enhanced and will include a new, dedicated
World Traveller Plus menu to include choices
from the Club World Business Class’ entrée
menu. For executives needing to lug an extra
suit or two it also offers double baggage-allow
ance.
“World Traveller Plus Premium Economy
Class isn’t about glitz and gimmicks, but
providing the space to work, relax or rest at an
affordable premium. Add to this online check-in,
mobile and home printed boarding passes and
it’s the ideal way to travel for people whose
company policy doesn’t allow them to fly
business class but who need to make the most
of their time,” explains Vivian Tan-Loh.
British Airways’ route-network currently
serves more than 179 cities in 75 countries.
It has direct daily flights between Kuala Lumpur
and London. For tickets and reservations,
please call 03-2775 9710.
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BRAHIM’S caters to Airlines

Brahim’s Airline Catering is a globallyrecognised aviation-catering company 70%
owned by Brahim’s Holdings Berhad and
30% owned by Malaysia Airline System
Berhad. It is a 100% halal flight kitchen
with a fully halal-compliant integrated food
logistics supply chain. Operated by more
than 1,200 staff, it is the world’s largest
halal flight-kitchen and has won numerous
international awards for quality and
excellence.
Brahim’s Airline Catering serves an
average of 220 aircraft each day, and
prepares up to 50,000 meals daily. Menus
are planned in collaboration with in-flight
services teams from the customer-airlines
which usually stipulate their requirements
very specifically. The chefs at Brahim’s will
then suggest recipe-modifications, taking
into account the locally-available raw
ingredients. A food-tasting session is then
arranged before a new menu is adopted
and finally implemented.

Bakery Kitchen. These kitchens produce
a combination of hot meals, cold salads,
desserts, bakeries and pastries. The
operations in the kitchens are enhanced by
modern equipment which work 24 hours
daily with a maximum capacity of about
60,000 meals per day.
Besides food, Brahim’s also provides
Cabin-Handling Services covering laundry
services for pillows and blankets, filling the
cabin trolley with items for in-flight sales,
as well as providing passenger headsets,

newspapers and periodicals. Brahim’s
Airline Catering is currently embarking on
Airport Lounges (Emirates and Malindo
Lounges), Train Catering (ETS KTMB) and
Industrial Catering (MAHSA University).
A spokesman of the company said
that the diversification is to provide
more comprehensive service to airlines,
airports and other customers in line with
the Corporate Philosophy of creating
opportunities, delivering performance, and
building value.

The flight kitchen of Brahim’s Airline
Catering is categorised into three
departments known as the Hot Kitchen,
the Cold Kitchen, and the Pastry &
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World-Class Logistics Hub for KLAS

KL Airport Services Sdn Bhd. is
Malaysia’s only licensed independent groundhandler that provides a comprehensive range
of services to various commercial airlines
operating into and through Malaysian
airports. It is stepping up efforts to become
the region’s preferred logistics company.
As part of its business expansion plan,
KLAS is now in the midst of transforming the
former Low Cost Carrier Terminal (LCCT) in
Sepang into the impressive KLAS Logistics
Mega Hub. This project is expected to
commence in early 2016 with the objective
to develop a world-class regional logistics
hub as a gateway to ASEAN.
When fully completed, the modern hub
will be equipped with state-of-the-art facilities
such as a time-and-temperature-sensitive
control terminal cold-room, aquaculture centre
and regional distribution centre for high-value
shipments.
To capture the fast-growing global Halal
industry, KLAS is also developing the first truly
Halal air-cargo logistics hub with network
connectivity to the rest of the world’s Halal
markets. This project will promote Malaysia
as the preferred trade and investment nation
in the region and will transform KLIA into a
world-class logistics hub.
For airports, airlines, their passengers,
and all its customers, KLAS has a clear
corporate vision. “Each area of service is
specialised and essential to the world of
commercial aviation. Ground-handling,
especially, brings us to the forefront of
customer-services because we deal with airtravellers on behalf of the airlines and airports
that hire us,” says KLAS CEO Mohd. Yunus
Idris.
KLAS was established in February 1995
as a subsidiary of the country’s leading
conglomerates, DRB-HICOM Berhad.
Together with Malaysia Airlines, KLAS was
tasked with being one of just two companies
providing the full scope of ground handling
services when Kuala Lumpur International
Airport opened in 1998 – a responsibility
that continues till today.

Apart from KLIA,
KLAS today operates
at all the international
gateways of Malaysia
namely the airports in
Langkawi, Penang,
Kuching, Kota Kinabalu. It recently added
Ipoh and Miri to its portfolio.
Backed by DRB-HICOM’s wide-ranging
experience and diverse portfolio of products
and services, KLAS strives to offer the highest
standards of quality, efficiency and customer
satisfaction for four essential areas of service:ground handling, cargo handling, in-flight
catering, as well as aircraft maintenance
and engineering. The latest services recently
added to its portfolio are integrated logistics
and air-freight solutions.

the premier air-cargo carrier in the region.
The KLAS group of companies also includes
KLAS Engineering and Konsortium Logistics
Berhad, collectively forming an integrated
multimodal comprehensive logistics solutions
and support for airports and airlines. KLAS
has taken a strategic initiative in passengerhandling by providing seamless branding
to its airline customers through the use of the
airline’s uniform. This strategy not only brings
differentiation in KLAS corporate strategy,
but also shows that KLAS as a company is
committed to its airline customers.

“We check passengers and their
luggage, issue boarding-passes, provide
wheelchairs, and supervise aircraft-boarding
from the departure-lounge. We work closely
with the airlines and airports to ensure
safe departure of every aircraft. When an
aircraft arrives, we begin the entire process
in reverse, to ensure passengers disembark
safely and depart from the airport in the most
efficient and pleasant manner possible,” said
Mohd Yunus.

“At KLAS, we strive to deliver total
customer-satisfaction through the provision
of quality products and services, efficiently
and effectively. We also strive to develop
long-lasting, mutually beneficial partnerships
with all our customers. We are fully aware of
our responsibilities and our unique role in the
commercial aviation industry. Our customers
come first because we know that impeccable
ground-support is essential for airline
operations,” said Mohd Yunus.

Having acquired DRB HICOM Asia
Cargo Express (DHACE), in January this year,
KLAS today provides reliable and punctual
transfer of airfreight between East and West
Malaysia; shuttling across the South China
Sea connecting the peninsula with the island
of Borneo.
KLAS will be expanding regionally in
line with its corporate objective of becoming
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The World Largest Halal Inflight Caterer

Reg. No.: 44 281 141635

Brahim’s Airlines Catering, the premier in-flight solutions provider at
Kuala Lumpur International Airport & Penang International Airport.
Serving over 35 international airlines including Malaysia Airlines, Emirates, Air Asia X,
Cathay Pacific, British Airways, Lufthansa, Turkish Airlines, Air France, Vietnam Airlines,
China Airlines, Japan Airlines, Garuda Indonesia, Korean Air, Thai Airways and Eva Air.

Kuala Lumpur Flight Kitchen

Catering Building, MAS Complex, KLIA, 64000 Sepang, Selangor , Malaysia
Tel: +603 8777-1001 Fax: +603 8783-3000

Penang Flight Kitchen

Penang International Airport, Jalan Garuda, Bayan Lepas, 11900 Penang, Malaysia
Tel: +604 640-5900 Fax : +604 640-5902
Contact person : Ainul Hasnizam Bin Abu Hassan
Chief Executive Officer
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KLM Business Class gains popularity

Travel-agents report that KLM’s World
Business Class is gaining popularity in
the Malaysian market, especially with
experienced air-travellers who want the
combination of premium comfort and
convenient connections within Europe.
All the KLM B777-200 aircraft on the
Kuala Lumpur- Jakarta and Kuala LumpurAmsterdam routes feature these deluxe
cabins.
Featuring the new full-flat seat, the KLM
World Business Class cabins accentuate
the at-home feeling with a conducive
atmosphere, attractive furnishings and

unique style. KLM’s guiding principle is the
customer’s comfort and privacy. In addition
to the new full-flat seats, the interior
features new carpeting, panel decorations,
curtains, lighting, blankets, cushions and
upholstery. Collectively, these create an
ambience which combines the airline’s
Dutch roots with international allure.
“I am convinced that this contemporary
design will be greatly appreciated by our
most valued customers and live up to their
needs and wishes,” says KLM President
& CEO Pieter Elbers. “KLM continues to
invest in customer comfort. I am proud of

this superb and unique result: an entire
KLM World Business Class cabin created
by a leading Dutch designer. In this way,
we aim to give our passengers that warm
at-home feeling.”
The new full-flat seat offers customer
optimum comfort. It can be reclined
horizontally so the passenger can lie fully
flat. The seat position in the cabin and the
partition between television screens ensure
greater privacy for passengers. There are
also storage-compartments in the seats
beside the passengers and under the
television screens.
KLM currently offers a daily flight
between Kuala Lumpur International
Airport and Schiphol Amsterdam Airport,
the gateway to Europe. KLM is a member
of the SkyTeam alliance which has 19
member airlines, offering customers access
to a global network of over 15,500
daily flights to 1,000 destinations. For
information and reservations please call
KLM Reservations at 03-7712 4555.
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Next-Generation Travel with ETIHAD

Malaysian air-travellers can enjoy more
luxury and comfort with the launch of Etihad
Airways’ next generation Airbus A380 and
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner flights between
Abu Dhabi and London, Washington DC
and Zurich.
The A380 and Dreamliner flights
connect seamlessly in Abu Dhabi to Etihad
Airways’ Kuala Lumpur services and feature

the most advanced cabins in the sky – the
Economy Smart Seat, Business Studio, First
Suite, First Apartment and The Residence.

The centre seats are upholstered in Poltrona
Frau leather, which can be joined to create a
double bed.

The Residence – the world’s only
three-room cabin onboard a commercial
aircraft – is exclusive to the A380. It features
a living room, ensuite shower room and
double bedroom. A Savoy-trained butler –
dedicated to serving guests in The Residence
– is on hand at all times.

Business Studios on the A380 and
Dreamliner offer each guest direct aisle
access, a fully flat bed of up to 80.5 inches
long, and generous stowage and more
personal space. Economy Smart Seats
provide enhanced comfort for each guest with
a unique ergonomic ‘fixed wing’ headrest on
each seat, adjustable lumbar support and an
11.1” personal TV monitor.

The First Class cabins on the A380 and
Dreamliner offer each guest their own private
living space in the sky. On the A380,
the First Apartments feature a reclining
armchair and an ottoman which converts to
a separate 80.5-inch long fully flat bed. A
fully-equipped shower-room is available for
the exclusive use of First Class guests.
The First Suites on the Dreamliner offer a
luxurious private suite with a chilled mini-bar.

Travellers will soon have more
opportunities to experience these new cabins
when the A380 begins flying between Abu
Dhabi and New York on December 1.
General Manager Malaysia Dave Walsh
says that Etihad Airways offers double daily
flights from KLIA. For reservations call
03-2687 2222 or visit etihad.com.
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MITSUI OUTLET PARK takes off !

and operations of 13 existing outlet
malls in Japan as well as many other
retail malls that we own and manage
internationally.”

The first Mitsui Outlet Park in
Southeast Asia has seen a successful
take-off with the Grand Launch in July.
The launch ceremony was officiated
by the Prime Minister of Malaysia, YAB
Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Abdul
Razak. Also present were the Malaysian
Deputy Minister of Transport Yang
Berhormat Dato’ Aziz Kaprawi, the
Deputy Chairman of Khazanah National
Yang Berbahagia Tan Sri Nor Mohamed
Yakcop, His Excellency The Ambassador
of Japan to Malaysia Dr. Makio
Miyagawa, and a glittering gathering
of diplomats, government officials and
industry leaders.
In his message, the Prime Minister
said: “The Mitsui Outlet Park is one
of Malaysia Airports’s key and initial
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projects in its KLIA Aeropolis Master Plan.
The establishment of Outlet Parks is one
of the Entry Point Projects identified in
one of the National Key Economic Areas
in Malaysia’s Economic Transformation
Programme. Malaysia Airports is
championing one of the Entry Point
Projects with this timely opening.”
Masanobu Komoda, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Mitsui Fudosan
said, “We will unite the Malaysian
culture and needs with our Japanese
style of hospitality, and we will strive to
operate Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang
to be an attractive and safe destination
complemented by comfort and
convenience. We have injected
our experience and knowledge
acquired from the development

Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Dr Wan Abdul Aziz
Wan Abdullah, Chairman of Malaysia
Airports said, “Malaysia Airports’
vision is “To be a Global Leader in
Creating Airport Cities” and as such, the
development of KLIA Aeropolis is one of
the major catalysts in the achievement
of our vision. Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA
Sepang is one of the first steps we are
taking in achieving our goal.”
Mitsui Outlet Park KLIA Sepang
features a unique ‘Paradise Village’
design concept with four nature inspired
zones - the Sunshine Square, Pier Walk,
Tropical Plaza and Beach Walk – to
evoke a tropical feel for visitors to its
127 outlets. It also features a flight
check-in system and flight information
displays within the premises of the outlet
mall. This shopping paradise provides
dedicated shuttle-bus service to and from
KLIA’s Main Terminal & klia2.
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BIBIK HERITAGE celebrates culture and cuisine
that finish a meal with an irresistibly sweet
ending. Also popular are the array of
delicious Nyonya Kueh or sweet cakes,
and other desserts such as Bubur Cha Cha,
a sweet potato-and-taro medley in a light
coconut sauce, Bee Koh Moy, a black
glutinous rice broth, and Nyonya Chendol,
a coconut- milk and rice-flour jelly served
with refreshing shaved ice and rich, dark
palm syrup.
Whatever your mood and whatever
your taste, Bibik Heritage celebrates
traditional Peranakan cuisine with classic
dishes and exquisite desserts to top off your
meal; a culinary experience which provides
airport-users with a taste of the unique
and fascinating Peranakan culture and an
experience of authentic Nyonya cuisine.

Air-travellers can celebrate the traditional
world of Nyonyas and Babas in the modern
environment of klia2! Bibik Heritage
is a Peranakan-themed hybrid concept
comprising a restaurant with a dedicated
desserts area called Bar Baba.
The term Peranakan in Malay simply
means a local-born person. In the mid to
late 19th century, the term came to refer to
members of the Baba community, mainly
dwelling in Malacca and Penang. The term
Baba also refers to male Peranakan while
women are known as Nyonyas. Among
the Peranakan, Bibik is an honorific used to
address a lady who is senior, respected and
even revered.
At Bibik Heritage, the flavours of the past
are reproduced with scrupulous authenticity,
bringing you a selection of perennial
favourites that bring to the life the heady
combination of Malay, Chinese and Western
elements that define the Peranakan or Baba
Nyonya cuisine.
Generally known as Nyonya food after
the females who cooked it traditionally,
Peranakan fare borrows heavily from Malay

and Indonesian cuisine, using a colourful
variety of spices and an abundance
of coconut milk in sauce-based dishes.
Signature dishes include Inchi Kabin, a
Nyonya version of fried chicken, Ayam Pong
Teh, a Nyonya chicken-and-potato stew, and
the perennial Nyonya Laksa, a creamy currychicken broth served with prawns, noodles
and thick sambal.
A key element of Peranakan cuisine
is Kuih Chuchi Mulot, essentially ‘cakes
for cleansing the mouth’. Found in most
Peranakan households, these are desserts
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Meaningful Connection with SAMA-SAMA

The Sama-Sama
Hotel KL International
Airport is committed
to fulfilling its motto of
‘Making Meaningful
Connection’ both with its
guests today, and with
the youth of tomorrow.
The award-winning,
five-star Airport-Hotel is
located adjacent to KLIA’s
Main Terminal Building
and is connected via a
covered skybridge with
a 24-hour buggy facility.
With its lush greenery
and spacious high-ceilinged lobby, this
gracious hotel offers an unparalleled
relaxing stop-over experience for both
business and leisure travellers.
In fulfilling its motto of Making
Meaningful Connection, the Sama-Sama
Hotel KL International Airport, through its

CSR programme, is reaching out to the
youth of today, and helping them to have
a brighter tomorrow. ‘Investing in the Future
Generations’ is a programme designed
to teach children good money habits to
enable them to be financially successful in
the future and is endorsed by Ministry of
Education Malaysia.

The hotel, together with MoneyTree
Malaysia, Southeast Asia’s largest
financial-literacy training provider, aims
to increase the level of financial literacy
amongst children in the country. Together,
the objective is to create early awareness
on financial literacy, in-line with the Hotel’s
motto.
The engagement of 40 students
from SK Sijangkang Jaya in Telok
Panglima Garang, Selangor is a proven
determination from both parties to ensure
the next generation becomes financially
savvy. Through Money Tree’s true-to-life
simulation, the teaching focuses on several
key areas, namely financial knowledge,
good money management habits, Islamic
finance and basic entrepreneurship skills.
The Sama-Sama Hotel has engaged
certified trainers from the Money Tree(M)
Sdn Bhd to conduct training for a total
of 4 classes during the school hours,
covering these key learning objectives.
“We may not reap the harvest
tomorrow, but we believe in sowing into
the lives of the children because they will
soon become future leaders and pillars
of the country. This program is part of the
Hotel’s initiative to create early awareness
on financial literacy and ultimately
prepare the children for the future”, said
Richard L. Dusome, the Area General
Manager of the Sama-Sama Hotels
Group.
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LINDT launches Lindor Fashion

Swiss chocolatier LINDT recently
unveiled its exclusive LINDOR Fashion
range at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport. The eye-catching promotion
includes a striking banner and a displaycase styled as a wardrobe, dressed
with fashion accessories. There are also
delicious chocolate-tasting activities
which are designed to accentuate the
link between the world-famous chocolate
brand and the fashion theme.
To add an element of fun and
excitement, a special ‘Fashion’ photo
app will allow customers to send LINDOR
branded greetings via e-mail. Consumers
can simply take a photo of themselves,
choose a background from a selection
of fashion characters, insert an image
and then send their LINDOR greeting.
Consumers also receive a free 250g
Lindor Fashion tube with any purchase of
two chic 400g Lindor suitcase.
Commenting on the new initiative,
Peter Zehnder, head of the Lindt &
Sprüngli global duty-free division said;
“LINDT is continuously bringing innovation
to the travel-retail sector, and every year
our LINDT Swiss Master Chocolatiers
create an impressive array of new and
imaginative products and recipes. Our
LINDOR Fashion range combines two
things that have strong appeal to women
– irresistibly smooth melting chocolate and
fashion.

“Fashion is a topic that has genuine
resonance in the travel retail environment,
and has considerable allure to consumers.
The Fashion range features smaller pack
sizes that make LINDOR an affordable
brand for younger consumers who have
yet to try LINDOR, as well as those who
already know and love the brand.”
The range at leading airport-retailer
Choc Stop International features a selection

of enticing LINDOR chocolate balls,
each crafted by LINDT Swiss Master
Chocolatiers, and presented with a
youthful and fashionable flair. A scarlet
red mini-suitcase and a matching red tube
both contain delectable milk chocolates
wrapped in the same shade of crimson,
and a glamorous gold tube is filled with
an assortment of four flavours - milk,
dark, white and hazelnut - packaged in
coordinated colours.
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Walk-through Shopping at ERAMAN

Air-travellers at KLIA have an impressive
walk-through shopping opportunity with the
exciting Eraman International Departure
Emporium at klia2. With its dominant
presence in the new terminal, Eraman
continues to strengthen its position as a
premier airport travel-retailer.
As one of the main concessionaires
of the new airport-terminal, Eraman now
operates a total of 22 outlets covering
86,523 square feet of the retail space.
Eraman General Manager Zulhikam
Ahmad says that “Our operations at the
new klia2 terminal represent a major step
in our positioning as a leading airport
travel-retailer. When we entered the space
we were given the opportunity to bring
all our expertise and know-how to create
something exceptional in terms of customer
service and experience. Even though klia2
caters mainly to low-cost carriers, we are still
determined to provide a first-class shopping
experience”.

He adds that at klia2, Eraman offers
passengers more than a mere ‘shop and go’
experience when they step into any of its
outlets, which are stocked with a wide range
of competitively-priced duty-free products.
Instead the Eraman Emporium provides an
enjoyable retail adventure for the discerning
air-traveller.
The Eraman Emporium comprises of
four retail outlets selling chocolates, liquor,
tobacco and fragrances; and is described
as a ‘best of world’ showcase in the
new terminal. Interactive elements and a
pleasurable atmosphere are key to achieving
a memorable overall brand-experience.
Recent brand additions include Jurlique,
Bobbi Brown and Benefit.
Marketing activity is also a major focus
for Eraman, to enhance the total customer

experience. The stores are supported by
a canopy of LED lights which adorn the
ceiling of the emporium, creating ‘waves’
of light to present different moods, while
a video-wall runs the length of the entire
structure and displays promotional clips,
messages and graphics. This focuses
on providing travellers with the brand
experience rather than simply a space to
buy products.
Zulhikam is confident that Eraman
will continue to provide a joyful shopping
experience at the airports that they operate
in. “We believe that with our highly
focused approach, cutting-edge designs
and first-class local and international
brands, we give our customers at klia2 the
ultimate walk-through shopping experience
inside the airport.”
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Giorgio Armani goes great @KLIA

Things have been going great for
the Giorgio Armani Beauty Boutique that
opened up at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport in April this year, says a
spokesperson for Colours & Fragrances,
the leading travel-retail company for
perfume and cosmetics.
The new boutique offers a full range
of Giorgio Armani fragrances, makeup
and skin-care products. It is available
exclusively at the Colours & Fragrances

outlet located at the KLIA Satellite Building.
Colours & Fragrances Operations
Director, Datin Azah Bazid said: “By
leveraging on over 25 years’ experience
and expertise in beauty travel-retail, we
proudly bring to KLIA passengers the first
Giorgio Armani Beauty Boutique. It is
tailored to the airport’s passenger-profile and
offers customers a whole new “Shopping
Experience in the Airport” that will appeal
and excite air-travellers and other airport-

users. The newly-opened boutique has
been going great, and with the strong and
continuous support from Malaysia Airports
Holdings Berhad and our brand principal, we
look forward to achieving greater results in the
months to come.”
Apart from the Satellite Building of KLIA’s
Main Terminal, Colours & Fragrances also
operates perfume & cosmetics stores in klia2
and at the international airports in Langkawi,
Kuching, and Penang.

99

PREVIEW

ART & LIVING

Lot 77 iSMAIL MAT HUSSIN Senja 1981, Batik 73 x 96 cm RM 15,000 - RM 24,000

SUNDAY, 13 September 2015 I 1.00 PM I CONNEXION@NEXUS, Bangsar south
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Remembering Batik’s leading light
ISMAIL MAT HUSSIN
1938 – 2015
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

F

or some artists, art is a diary or a
vessel of thoughts, emotions and
beliefs transferred onto canvas with
paintbrush. With every stroke, they
convey subtle ideas, feelings or
gestures. Art may, at other times, work as an
ephemeral journey of the self, through all the
trials and tribulations that have scarred and
dented the psyche. Some may choose to
ceaselessly flitter from one subject to another,
relishing in adversities and such. Ismail Mat
Hussin, however, painted the ‘constant’ in
his life.
Many of us embark on adventures and
quests to savour the most important things
in life, but never realising that the one thing
that has been closest to us through all these
adventures is consistency – it is that one thing
that gives us comfort. This was not different
for Ismail Mat Hussin, as the East Coast
remained ever-true, his constant comfort.
From the very beginning until the last days of
his life, it was something that remained dear
to Ismail. The amalgamation of the clear
skies, the untarnished air, untouched serenity
and the feel and smell of earth and its
humble and charming rustic quality instantly
capture the hearts of the gazers, as they
experience the same feelings as Ismail when
he painted these bits and pieces of home. It
is a reminder that despite whatever that has
happened, is happening and will happen,
home will always be there. With that thought
in mind, he captured the spirit of the East
Coast immaculately each time.
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LOT 16 KLAS Art Auction, Edition XVII (13 September 2015 )
Pantai Sabak 2010
Batik 75.5 x 158.5 cm
RM 55,000 - RM 65,000

KL LIFESTYLE l 103

ART FEATURES

Khalil Ibrahim and Ismail Mat Hussin

“Khalil taught me how to draw and paint on batik. He advised
me to just follow my own rhythm and to not restrict myself whenever I was drawing.
From his point of view, every work of art has its own beauty. It’s just how one
interprets art. Everyone is different.”
- Ismail Mat Hussin

Self-effacing and endearing are his works, and these qualities are
often used to describe the man himself by those who have met him.
His works were a personification of Ismail and his love for the East
Coast, the atmosphere so palpable as if his entire being is present in
these paintings. It is all a very intimate, moving and confidential affair.
It is discernible, how his constant brand of paintings were constructed
not merely for the sake of art, but came from deep within his roots.
Despite the popular misconception that batik art is somewhat textilebased and subservient when compared to other art forms, part of
its charm comes from its modesty and simplicity, and the subsequent
complexity with which it was created when rendering landscapes of
nature and people result in a spectacular treat. Granted, it was an
art form that was more practical and sensible, printed on cloth for the
locals to wear as garments. It then progressed to “special occasions
only” before turning into a more elegant and delicate form of art. Like
Ismail’s work, it is a form meant for visual and artistic appreciation.
Back in the days, when other cities were progressing in art due to
the colonial influence, the East Coast (Kelantan, mainly) never saw
as much headway in modern and contemporary art, but it made its
breakthrough, with its rich culture and heritage playing a pivotal role
in motif, as seen in Ismail’s works. Home, tradition and culture shaped
his works.
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Ismail was born in Pantai Sabak, Kota Bharu in 1938. His calling
was early, and at the tender age of 12, he developed an interest
in painting. He signed up for art classes and was trained by Nik
Mahmood, a teacher at Sekolah Melayu Padang Garong in
Kelantan. Later on, he took up the violin and obtained a Grade V
certificate from London’s Royal School of Music. Through this, he
worked with Radio Televisyen Malaysia Kota Bharu as a part-time
musician, earning a living as well as sustaining his creative interest in
painting.
He began actively producing and exhibiting his paintings around
the region and eventually joined the Angkatan Pelukis Semenanjung
(Peninsular Artists Movement) or APS, having made the decision to
become a full-time artist. While he was participating in competitions,
he met fellow artist Khalil Ibrahim, with whom he forged a close
friendship before Khalil left for London. For a brief time in the
1990s, he also worked as a graphic designer and illustrator for
the Kota Bharu-based Syarikat Percetakan Dian, created a MASTDC calendar for Malaysia Airlines and the Tourist Development
Corporation, designed playing cards for Malaysia Airlines and
featured in an ESSO advertisement.
In the face of various experiences, exposure and competitions,
the fire in Ismail’s soul was unwavering. It did not flag even a little
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as the East Coast and its culture and legacies continued to feed his
passion for both art and the countryside. It fuelled him unwaveringly
so that in spite of being unsuccessful in competitions (such as the Salon
Malaysia 1969 and 1979), he remained tenacious in his artistic
pursuit, winning over the hearts and minds of various art collectors.
It is through the naysayers and the doubtful that ostensibly added to
Ismail’s creative fire. Today, his works are in the collections of the
National Visual Arts Gallery, National Museum, ESSO Malaysia,
Malaysia Airline System, Bank Negara and Petronas Gallery, just to
name a few. One of his pieces, “After the Catch”, was flaunted and
described by ardent collector Dr Tan Chong Guan as “the finest batik
painting”. Ismail remained till his death, one of the very few artists to
still incorporate batik in their works.
There had been many outside influences that, had Ismail been an
artist struggling with his own identity, would have turned his attentions
elsewhere but these factors failed to exert their influence on Ismail,
as he remained steadfast and committed to his chosen muse. His
works captured the meek manner of living in the East Coast as seen
in his works exhibited – marketplaces with people haggling, women
in colourful clothing, headdress and sarongs, groups of fishermen
mending nets or gathering with friends, a group of country women
caught in a serene moment while bathing, musicians playing a
melodious tune with traditional instruments – all-round ordinary course
of events in the countryside, allowing the viewer to engage, to see
what it is that Ismail saw in these seemingly mundane sceneries,
and to learn how to appreciate how something so simple can be
so breathtaking, much like the batik medium itself. Musculoskeletal
renderings of the human figures set against warm and vivid hues, fine
lines and rigorous descriptions of the boats, people and the transitory
sceneries in the background are evidence of Ismail’s penchant and
care for detail, making sure that the essence of the countryside is
captured, is done justice to. The aesthetic value of his pieces is only
elevated with the welcome disruption of the batik designs, a sign
of the labouriousness that goes hand-in-hand with batik-making.
Nonetheless, in the end, he managed to make us feel something.
Sometimes, Ismail’s works captured a quiet, serene and nostalgic
mood and other times he captured the sun, something eventful and
something remindful of a good memory, and we are all watching a
scene unfold right before our eyes. Ismail’s works take the viewer to
a different realm, a realm of the much-desired tranquillity. His works
can be likened to a paradox – daily occurrences in the countryside
are made to look so majestic, and a simple art form resulted in
such exquisiteness. In a way, Ismail’s works speak to us, not only in
communicating the beauty in simplicity, but also in connecting with
our hearts and minds, if escape is what one is seeking but finding it
difficult to catch.

Playing Gasing 1982, Batik 92 x 105cm

Wau Series 1983, Batik 94 x 105cm

Fortunately, Ismail offered the escape from the wear and tear of
modernism. Through earthy browns, verdant greens and mellow
colours – humble, friendly, stable and constant – Ismail’s works bring
to you a portal – a portal that takes you home. And even if he has left
us, his legacy lives on.

“Without art, the crudeness of reality would make
the world unbearable.” - George Bernard Shaw

Pantai Sabak Fishing Villlage 2011),Batik 118 x 143cm
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Nick Tiernan

Co-Founder of Boost Juice Bars Malaysia
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

Riding the health
awareness wave that
has struck Malaysia in
recent years are the
juicers, but one such
juicery in particular
has been climbing up
the charts in terms of
fame and familiarity.
We sat down with Boost
Juice Bars Malaysia cofounder Nick Tiernan,
who, along with his wife,
introduced the popular,
fresh and healthy drinks
to Malaysia.

Where are you originally from and what
was your hometown like?
I am originally a London boy – born and bred
in London. My parents originally lived on the
outskirts of London, so if you have a map of
the underground, the far northwest corner of
the last stop – that’s where I grew up. I went
to secondary school near Shepherd’s Bush
from the age of 11. London was really nice,
good fun.
When did you arrive in Malaysia?
I first came to Malaysia in 1999 – I was
backpacking. I took a year off university to
travel around the world. I spent about six
months in Asia. I took a train from Bangkok
down to the border and then headed to Kota
Bharu and Perhentian Islands. So for a couple
of weeks it was all about diving there. But that
was in 1999, so it was very different. Then
I met Soraya [my wife], and we both started
work together in the US where we did a threeweek training. We used to get sent there. But
I came here to live permanently in late 2008.
What was the transition like moving
from country to country? Do you ever get
homesick?
No, not at all. I’ve always loved travelling.
Like I said, I used to go backpacking and
I had to travel a lot for work. I worked
around Europe, US, Australia and Asia too.
Travelling’s all good.
So you’ve never felt sad and curled up in a
corner wishing you were back home?
No! [laughs] It’s not that far anyway, it’s only
a flight away.
How did you get into the career of handling
an international chain of retail outlets that
specialise in selling fruit juice?
Soraya and I both worked for Accenture,
and I worked as a management consultant.
I was sent on a big project as an expat in
Melbourne, and my client was one of the
major supermarkets. We just saw Boost
Juice as a good product. I had seen the
juice box concept before in the US, but we
thought about ways of doing it better. Plus,
we’ve always thought about running our own
business after having worked in Accenture for
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two years and wanted our own thing.
One year later we were still there, and I went
into a shop one day and got a leaflet that
said ‘International Franchise’, and I thought,
“Oh, this could work in Malaysia!”
So it was by chance then.
Yeah, when we got married here, about a
month later and during our honeymoon in
Vietnam, we were talking about what we
were going to do with our lives, and so on.
It was: “Maybe we should … you know …
what about Boost?”
Ah, again by chance!
Yes! [laughs] So we went online, and made
an application for it. Hundreds of people
applied but they were very picky. They
seemed to like us. We met the owner and we
just started doing it.
So the original plan was Soraya was going
to quit, and I was going to stay for a bit with
Accenture, which I started doing in Indonesia.
But then she got pregnant [laughs] and so we
both quit. We cut the parachute and thought
that this drink thing had got to work then. So
the first store opened in June 2009 in KLCC,
and here we are, six years later with 60
stores. We’ve been busy!
What was the turning point of your career?
I think the biggest turning point was the
decision to do this. It was a huge decision,
and we lost quite a few friends after this –
“What, you’re going to give up your well-paid
corporate career to go sell juice for money?” I
think Soraya’s mum said something similar. But
it was our decision, it was something we’ve
always wanted to do – our own business.
And the secret to your success?
My wife, for one. I think we complement each
other quite well, we both have different skills.
And I think … hard work and a bit of luck.
Name two challenges?
Staff – it’s hard. It’s hard everywhere in the
world. The second thing is money. We
did this whole thing with our own funds.
So money is always the worry, to Soraya,

EXPATRIATE LIVING

anyway. Apparently she saves it and I spend
it – the other way round.
Tell us about your family.
Well we’ve got a little boy – Sean – he’s six
now. We’d love to have more, we’ll see.
Boost is a baby in itself anyway.
Any funny stories or interesting experience
that happened while you’ve been in
Malaysia?
I think when living in Malaysia, being on the
road every day is quite interesting [laughs].
Soraya says I drive like a Malaysian now.
Business-wise, once I forgot the juicer when
we were opening our outlet in BSC. The most
important thing, and I forgot.
Have you tried any of the local food in
Malaysia? Do you have any favourites?
Everything, really! But if I had to choose
… Soraya’s mum’s lamb curry – it’s pretty
amazing. I love roti canai, roti telur bawang
and chicken rice too.
Any favourite holiday destinations in
Malaysia so far?
Langkawi. We actually got married in
Langkawi. We try to visit once a year if we
can.
What is your current project and what is
your vision for Boost Juice?
We’re still expanding. We currently have 49
in Malaysia and 10 in Singapore. By the end
of the year, we should have 65 in Malaysia
and 16 in Singapore.
We also have a new brand – the London
Sandwich Company – which just opened
in KLCC. It’s a grab-and-go sandwich and
coffee. Best coffee in KL. A second one
is about to open. There are no decent
sandwiches in Malaysia!
What is your advice to those who would
love to pursue your career line or take the
plunge into the unknown?
We have a saying – J.F.D.I. – ‘Just Effin’ Do
It’. You can procrastinate and talk about it,
but you just need to do it. If it doesn’t work, at
least you’ve tried.
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Philea Resort And Spa, Melaka
A piece of heaven in the woods
By Nadhirah Badardin

Lot 2940, Jalan Ayer Keroh, Off Jalan Plaza Tol, 75450 Malacca, Malaysia
Tel:+60 6-289 3399

Rustic architecture,
luxurious features
and a calming
woodsy scent of pine
hanging in the air
complement each
room at Philea Resort
and Spa.

Malaysia is known for its tropical beaches,
rainforest retreats and anything that
embraces the tropics. When we heard of
Malaysia’s first pine log resort, we were
intrigued with how it would be like to
experience a log resort stay in the middle of
a forest reserve.
The gorgeous Philea Resort and Spa is
located in the fast developing Ayer Keroh
vicinity of Melaka. Spanning over 15 acres
of beautifully landscaped grounds, it is listed
in Malaysia’s Book of Records as Malaysia’s
first and largest pine log resort. The resort
caters mostly to those seeking a quiet retreat
from the city and honeymooners due to

the relaxing and serene nature of the
property. It is not hard to locate the resort,
as there are multiple signboards available
that will easily direct you to the resort as
soon as you exit the freeway.
Upon arrival at Philea Resort and Spa,
we were warmly welcomed with a
refreshing drink and a cold towel. The
lobby was serene with the architectural
aesthetics focusing mostly on the structure
of pinewood layered in with stone and
marble floors. The pinewoods they used
for the cabins and the structure were
imported from Russia and certain furniture
in the lobby and the staircases to the

Resort Overall Suite
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Philea Suite Room

cabins were recycled from wood taken from
shipwrecks and disused railway sleepers.
The combination exudes a rustic yet
luxurious charm to the lobby’s setting.
The resort has three types of rooms- Pavilion
Room, Philea Suite and Royal Villa. The
Pavilion Room features individual verandas
at its lower level room and the top floor
has its own private balcony that overlooks
soothing views of the resort. The Philea
Suite is spacious with a bathroom that
features a unique standing claw tub. This
suite is perfect for couples wishing to spend
a romantic and quiet weekend. The Royal
Villa is suitable for larger groups and has its
own dipping pool and other services that
are customised such as the option to dine in
the privacy of the villa. Rustic architecture,
luxurious features and a calming woodsy
scent of pine hanging in the air complement
each room at Philea Resort and Spa.
There are various food and beverage outlets
at the resort. Cravo Cravo is a premier
restaurant located near the lobby that serves
a wonderful range of Continental and Asian
cuisine. The salmon and seabass served
during our stay here was sublime, paired
with an excellent soubise sauce. The Asian

fare that we tried was also splendid with
a distinct and authentic Peranakan taste made with love, Malacca style. They also
have a personalised candlelight dinner
if you are looking to inject a little bit of
romance during your stay. Bayu Cabana
is located near the swimming pool where
guests can enjoy a variety of steamboat
and barbecue fare as well as cocktails.
A wonderful Continental and Asian
breakfast buffet spread is usually served at
Nusantara café with a variety of housemade breads and French pastries that are
absolutely divine.
Owning up to its spa resort name, the
Tanjung Wellness Spa is definitely worth a
visit at Philea Resort and Spa. They have
a wide range of massages and herbal
treatments that is designed to fit into the
Asian theme of the spa. The spa has
a separate lobby within the resort and
patrons are usually escorted into the private
cabins for a relaxing treatment.
Perhaps what made the resort truly
memorable was the tranquillity we
experienced from the moment we stepped
into the resort, which was why a significant
amount of time was spent here. However,

Philea Suite Bathroom

there are various attractions nearby that
are worth a visit, such as the Butterfly and
Reptile Park, the Malacca Zoo and various
cultural sites if you’re curious.
If you’re looking for a quiet retreat outside of
Kuala Lumpur but within a two-hour journey,
look no further. Philea Resort and Spa,
Melaka is definitely worth a weekend stay.
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A Greener Earth

Creative Support
for Our Tigers
A camera-trap photo of a Malayan tiger.

E

veryone is invited to support
Malayan tiger conservation by
visiting Mid Valley Megamall from
Aug 26 to Sept 20, when WWFMalaysia will launch its new T-shirt
designed by Delwin Cheah, Malaysia’s
savant boy artist. Mid Valley Megamall will
help build awareness about the importance
of tiger conservation, in an engaging and
interactive way, through its forest and tiger
themed exhibition as well as hosting tiger
conservation talks by WWF-Malaysia. There
will also be merchandise sales by WWFMalaysia, and all sales proceeds including
the T-shirt designed by Delwin Cheah, will be
channelled to the organisation’s conservation
efforts.
“It is for future generations that WWF is
striving to build a future in which humans
live in harmony with nature. Therefore, we
feel privileged to launch a T-shirt designed
by 12-year-old savant artist Delwin Cheah
to boost public awareness of the importance
of tiger conservation and raise funds for
our conservation efforts,” said Yeap Chong
Wei, WWF-Malaysia general manager of
Marketing.
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Artist Delwin Cheah added his support for
tiger conservation by saying, “Save the
tigers…Stop the killing!”
The T-shirt designed by Delwin is part of the
Malayan Tiger Campaign in collaboration
with Mid Valley Megamall, and will be
available for purchase from Aug 26 to Sept
20 at WWF-Malaysia’s booth located on
the 3rd floor, South Court. The campaign,
held in conjunction with Merdeka Day and
Malaysia Day, aims to raise awareness of
the dwindling number of Malayan tigers in
the country and the importance of saving our
iconic Malayan tiger. The campaign includes
interesting activities related to tigers and their
habitat. There will also be special sessions
with WWF-Malaysia experts sharing their
tiger conservation experiences in the BelumTemengor forest with the public.
The Malayan tiger is one of the six remaining
tiger subspecies in the world, and is found
only in Peninsular Malaysia. Back in the
1950s, Malaysia was thought to have
as many as 3,000 tigers. However, the
subsequent loss of habitat due to rapid

development and agriculture expansion, as
well as widespread hunting, has subsequently
reduced the local tiger population to an
estimated 250 to 340.
Tigers require large swaths of forest to survive.
By conserving tigers in their natural habitat, we
are saving the entire ecosystem which is crucial
for our own survival. This is because ultimately,
forests provide us with water, oxygen,
medicinal plants and other important resources.
As the apex predator, tigers also ensure that
the forest ecosystem is in balance.
Tigers are threatened throughout their range
due to several reasons – they are poached for
their body parts, hunted for sport, and killed
when they come into conflict with humans. In
more recent times, the use of tiger body parts
in Chinese traditional medicine has become
one of the main drivers which have led to the
endangerment of wild tigers, via widespread
poaching. However, none of their purported
medicinal properties have been scientifically
proven.
The Belum-Temengor Forest Complex in Perak
is the focal area for WWF-Malaysia’s tiger

has always loved nature and wildlife.
Delwin’s Asperger’s syndrome does not
stifle his exquisite artistic expression. His
fluid, signature style is black and white,
immaculately detailed drawings of forest
scenes and animals which he creates using
only pen and paper, without draft sketches
or erasing tools.
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Delwin Cheah supports tiger conservation

Delwin Cheah wearing the t-shirt that he designed

conservation efforts, which is a priority site
under the National Tiger Action Plan. The three
pillars of WWF-Malaysia’s work include:
•
Implementing a systematic antipoaching patrol system in Belum-Temengor with
more boots on the ground, and more effective
management of the Royal Belum State Park by
introducing a set of minimum protected area
standards for tigers.
•
Monitoring the population of tigers
and their prey through camera trapping to
assess how they are faring compared to the

first assessment conducted back in 2009 to
2011.
•
Engaging Orang Asli communities to
increase their awareness and participation in
anti-poaching initiatives, as well as developing
alternative livelihood programmes to reduce
their dependence on natural resources from
tiger habitats.

As early as 2012, one of the Delwin’s
masterpieces was flown to the United
Nations building in New York under
the Strokes of Genius Art Exhibition in
conjunction with World Autism Awareness.
Delwin has held many exhibitions since
then, and holds the world record of
“World Youngest Savant Artist to hold
Solo Art Exhibition”, awarded by Record
Setter, USA. He is also the Malaysia’s
Book of Records’ Youngest Artist to Hold
a Solo Visual Art Exhibition as well as the
Malaysia’s Book of Records 2014 Most
Outstanding Personality (Art Category).
Delwin’s artwork has been presented to
world leaders, and he has received letters
of appreciation from both the President of
the United States, Barack Obama, and Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of England.
WWF Malaysia - Take action with WWF's online ef...
WWF Malaysia - Take action http://wwf.org.my/support
with WWF's online ef...
http://wwf.org.my/support

WWF Malaysia - Take action with WWF's online ef...
http://wwf.org.my/support
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About Delwin Cheah
Malaysian savant boy artist Delwin Cheah

http://kaywa.me/9DGmm
http://kaywa.me/9DGmm
http://kaywa.me/9DGmm

The tiger freed from a poacher’s snare

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!
Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!
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Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

To find out more about how you
can play a part in helping to
secure the future of our beautiful
Malayan tigers, head on down
to Mid Valley Megamall from
Aug 20 to Sept 20, or visit us at
wwf.org.my/support.

The snare caused severe injury to the tiger
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KHALIL IBRAHIM: THE ART JOURNEY at
KL Lifestyle Art Space @ Jalan Utara
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

Tan Sri Kamarul Ariffin officiating the opening of KLAS at Jalan Utara

K

L Lifestyle Art Space (KLAS)
had organised on July 29, the
invite-only and exclusive launch
of Khalil Ibrahim: The Art
Journey, a book that explores
the artist’s work of almost 60 years to the
present. The launch was held in conjunction
with the opening of the new KLAS gallery in
Jalan Utara, Petaling Jaya.
Khalil Ibrahim is widely regarded as one
of the most remarkable, influential and
renowned artists in Malaysia. Throughout his
career, he has pioneered new approaches
and transformed the boundaries and
relationships of artists with the Malaysian
modern and contemporary art scene.
Guest of honour, Tan Sri Kamarul Ariffin, Khalil Ibrahim and their wives
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The Khalil Ibrahim: The Art Journey
book launch was tied in together with a
retrospective exhibition, which was the
most comprehensive effort ever devoted to
the artist’s revolutionary legacy.

Tan Sri Kamarul delivering his opening speech

The launch was attended by esteemed
guests and officiated by Tan Sri Kamarul
Ariffin. Other VIPS included Datuk Samson
Anand George, Datuk Ramli Ibrahim and
YB Gobind Singh Deo . Upon arrival,
the guests were ushered in to admire the
paintings and works of Khalil Ibrahim
before the launch of the book and
exhibition.

The ceremony started off with a
welcoming speech by Datuk Gary
Thanasan followed by an officiating
speech by Tan Sri Kamarul, who was
then presented with a painting by Khalil
Ibrahim and a book as a token of
appreciation on behalf of the artist and
KLAS.

Khalil Ibrahim signing a book for Omar Ariffin

To commemorate the event, Tan Sri
Kamarul was then invited to leave his
signature on the wall near the entrance
to mark the opening of the new gallery
as well.
Guests were then served an al fresco
buffet dinner with a wide variety of food
choices on the rooftop area of the KLAS
gallery.
Friends and family of Khalil Ibrahim who
attended the event in support of the
artist’s great accomplishment were thrilled
to be a part of the significant occasion.
The KLAS team was also proud to be a
part of the artist’s historic achievement.

Front row : Dato Samson Anand George, Datin Khaliah and Dato Tajuddin Ismail
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Raja Bainunisa Safia, Datin Seri Noraini Jane Kamarul
Ariffin and Datuk Raja Ahmad Nazim Azlan Shah

Datuk Mansor, Datuk Zaitoon, Datuk Gary Thanasan and Datin Dr Sharmilla Thanasan

Thangarajoo, Judith Ibrahim, Khalil Ibrahim, Syed Faizal and Syed Thajudeen

Lucien de Guise, Tan Sri Kamarul Ariffin, Puan Sri and
Datin Angela Hijjas
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Ismail Latiff, Long Thien Shih, Khalil Ibrahim, Datuk Ramli Ibrahim and Lye Yau Fatt

Shireen Naziree and Anneke Van Waesberghe

Dr Sai Shankar, Dr Nivashini and
Datin Dr Sharmilla Thanasan

Khalil Ibrahim signing a book for Awang Damit Ahmad

Thomas Wong, Datuk Gary Thanasan, Datin Dr Sharmilla Thanasan,
YB Gobind Singh Deo and Sangeeta Kaur Deo

Datuk Lim Edin Nom, Khalil Ibrahim, Datuk Rose Ganendra,
Datuk Ramli Ibrahim and Datin Angela Hijjas

Alysha Harun and Sofia Soraya

Lucien de Guise, Tan Sri Kamarul Ariffin, Datuk Gary Thanasan
and Datin Dr Sharmilla Thanasan

Edward Brown, Stoere Nordgard and Shamini Stoere
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KLAS opens @ 31 Jalan Utara
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

M

ediate Communications Sdn Bhd has been
actively promoting Malaysian art to the
general public through its galleries, KL Lifestyle
Art Space (KLAS) since it first opened its
commercial gallery space at Tropicana City
Mall in February 2011 and subsequently opening its flagship art
space at Jalan Maarof in September, the same year.
Reception Area

Reception Hall

KLAS’s inaugural opening exhibition in 2011 was “Peasant
Landscape”, a two-man exhibition by Khalil Ibrahim and his
compatriot, Shafurdin Habib. To-date, KLAS has hosted over 10
exhibitions since its opening.
As a commercial space, KLAS hopes to encourage a secondary
market for Malaysian art particularly for modern and pioneer
works from established senior artists. With this vision, KLAS
embarked into hosting its inaugural Malaysian and Indonesian
modern & contemporary art auction in September 2012
which received overwhelming response from art collectors and
institutions. KLAS has had 16 auctions to-date and an upcoming
one this September.
Today, KLAS is leading the auction market in Malaysia with the
highest volume sold annually for the past two consecutive years.
In light of the recent successes and to provide art enthusiasts with
a more expansive space to enjoy art, KLAS has built its flagship
outlet in Jalan Maarof and moving to a temporary location in
Jalan Utara, Petaling Jaya.

Main Hall

Main Entrance

116 l KL LIFESTYLE

PREVIEW

HEALTH & BEAUTY

118
120
122

Beauty: Tokyo Smile Express
Health: Spa Village
Product: No-makeup Makeup

HEALTH & BEAUTY

FIX YOUR TEETH
IN 30 MINS
with Tokyo Smiles Express
By Kathlyn Ursula D’Souza

L

et’s face it – we all want pearly
whites. A smile is pretty on its
own but its beauty is amplified
if you’ve got white choppers to
go with it. However, going for
teeth whitening can be quite daunting,
especially if you’ve got an incurable
fear of dentists, and we all know how
intimidating a dentist’s office can look or
feel like.

We all know that yellowing and
discolouration of teeth cannot be removed
by brushing alone. Heavy smokers or
consumers of certain food or drinks can
certainly attest to this, as the accumulation
of surface stains makes it harder to get
whiter teeth, no matter how much you
brush your teeth. Age is also a factor, as
the older we get the thinner the enamel
becomes, hence the yellowing of teeth.

The overall impression was that Tokyo
Smiles Express was more like a salon
or a beauty bar than anything else. It
felt like a regular cosmetic appointment,
what with the serene atmosphere and
the arrangement of white retractable
sofas with an all-white décor, white tassel
curtains and a movie playing on the TV
right in front you while you wait for your
30 minutes to be up.

That being said, if you’re looking for
a speedy beautifying and whitening
treatment, we’ve got just the thing for
you. Behold – Tokyo Smiles Express.
Tucked away in a lot at Publika’s
convoluted mall, it provides Tokyostyle express teeth whitening solutions.
Created by the Japanese icon of
cosmetic dentistry, Dr Aya Nakata, and
developed by Hollywood’s Vivid Smiles
Express, this treatment will only take 30
minutes of your time.

Tokyo Smiles Express employs a bleaching
technique without shaving or coating. The
chemical used decomposes the pigments
of teeth to bring out the whiteness. Plus, the
outcome is more natural than artificial. Just
imagine natural, untainted teeth and not
blindingly white akin to that of tiles.

I was led to the treatment lounge and
got my current teeth shade checked.
Generally, the colour of teeth is shown
in 14 levels, with A3 being the average
Japanese teeth.

3 steps, at least 3 shades lighter in just
30 minutes.
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Also, it is said that a treatment here will get
you 2-3 shades lighter than your current
one, and it will last for 3-4 months.
With all that Tokyo Smiles Express claims
to give to its customers, I decided to check
it out.

After having ascertained the colour of
my teeth, I was told to rinse my mouth,
sit back and relax as the specialist went
through the first step: the cleaning of the
teeth. After much rubbing and polishing
with an oral teeth wipe, a second round
of rinsing was done before she instructed
me to apply a blue contraption meant to
ply your mouth apart so that your teeth

HEALTH & BEAUTY

Treatment Room

I then got to check whether there were
any results. The specialist helped by
comparing my teeth against the teeth
chart. The good news? My teeth was
4 shades lighter. The bad news? There
is no bad news at all. The procedure
was painless and speedy with excellent
results. My teeth were luminescent and
healthy-looking.
On top of that, I was given a list of food
and drinks I should avoid for the next 24
hours as the water content of the teeth
surface was lowered and slightly more
sensitive than usual, but I didn’t mind as I
was all smiles.
Thanks Tokyo Smiles Express!
Reception Area

will be exposed. It can be quite hard to
apply, but the specialist was patient and
helpful, so it was successful after a few
tries.
The specialist then started “painting” on
the whitening gel. It was cold and minty,
much like coating your teeth in toothpaste
without brushing them.

After a while, a pair of blue lightblocking glasses were given to me and
an LED teeth whitening machine was
positioned directly above my mouth for
30 minutes. Eventually, time was up and
I got to rinse my mouth once more, this
time with a flavoured mouthwash.

P/S: It is recommended that you go for
scaling before any whitening treatments.

TOKYO SMILES EXPRESS
D4-G4-3
Solaris Dutamas@Publika
Jalan Dutamas 1,Kuala Lumpur 50486
Malaysia
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Spa Village Kuala Lumpur
Fulfilling caviar dreams
By Nadhirah Badardin

S

pa Village is a chain of awardwinning YTL luxury spas located in
resorts such as Tanjong Jara Resort,
Pangkor Laut Resort and in Majestic
Hotel Melaka. Kuala Lumpur is also
included in the chain of havens.
Spa Village Kuala Lumpur is known for
being a calm urban oasis in the heart of the
bustling capital city. It offers a diverse range
of treatments that incorporates the local
healing culture. Located on the 4th floor of
the All-Suite wing of the Ritz Carlton, Kuala
Lumpur, Spa Village Kuala Lumpur is created
as a tropical urban spa with palm trees, a
glistening pool and outdoor nap gazebos. A
unique Sensory Room that is the only one of
its kind in Asia is also available here at Spa
Village Kuala Lumpur. Treatment here provides
healing vibrations to the senses, a combination
of multiple sensations that both soothe and
heighten awareness.

Upon arriving at the lobby of Spa Village
Kuala Lumpur, one would be enthralled by the
immense sense of calmness that exuded in the
dimly lit room. The therapies offered here allow
guests to discover the perfect balance between
city and sanctuary, vitality and luxurious
relaxation. Spa Village Kuala Lumpur reflects the
true nature of the nation’s capital with therapies
that include elements of Chinese Peranakan,
Malay and even internationally recognised
treatments.
Massage treatments are also available in the
spa’s outdoor cabanas with curtains for privacy
and a 22-metre lap pool, hot spa and cool
dipping pool within Spa Village Kuala Lumpur’s
landscaped gardens.
As Spa Village Kuala Lumpur aims to cater to the
effervescent and ever-evolving nature of Kuala
Lumpur, it offers a range of services that are
internationally recognised as well.

The Ultimate Caviar facial, a luxurious
90-minute treatment available at Spa Village
Kuala Lumpur, is very rich in protein. As it aims
to firm, tone, and deeply moisturise the skin with
protein-rich caviar and powerful antioxidants, I
was intrigued. As I waited to be escorted to the
treatment suite, I was served a refreshing cold
tamarind drink and a cold towel to freshen up.
The treatment suite at Spa Village Kuala Lumpur
was gorgeous. It was spacious and overlooked
a private outdoor terrace that featured an
outdoor shower and a sunken bath.
The first step of my treatment was to analyse my
skin, where I found out that I had dry patches
on my face and needed intense moisturising.
My therapist was very attentive to my skincare
needs and recommended the Ultimate Caviar
facial for my session. I agreed instantly.
The next step was cleansing my face with
a thermal tonic and calming rose water to
Outdoor Pool
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Treatment Procedure

rejuvenate my dry skin. The process of the
facial then ensued with an application of
spirulina masque and an algae gel to lock
in the much-needed moisture. My face was
then exfoliated and massaged for a deeper
cleanse. Next, the clarifying oil-control serum
and an age-defence serum, part of the Caviar
skincare line, were massaged into my skin.
After the treatment, I could feel the immediate
effects from the Ultimate Caviar facial. My
skin felt smooth and supple and even glowed
a little from the tender loving care it direly
needed.
With such extensive treatments, a wonderfully
tranquil ambience and extremely professional
therapists, it is no wonder that Spa Village
Kuala Lumpur is deemed as one of the best
spas in the city. If you’re looking for an
immaculate spa visit, look no further. You’ll
experience a spa visit that will please you
beyond expectations right here at Spa Village
Kuala Lumpur.

Sunken Bath Outside Treatment Suite

Spa Village Kuala Lumpur
The Ritz-Carlton, Kuala Lumpur
168, Jalan Imbi, Kuala Lumpur.
Tel: 03-2782 9090
Opening Hours: 10a.m. to 10p.m.

Outdoor Massage
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Making up in Au Naturel
We’ve been inspired by the natural looks pulled off on the runway recently - glowing
complexions, rosy cheeks, bare faces and more. Here is KL Lifestyle’s pick of the
top 5 products you need for the bare minimum look!

Too Faced, Natural Eyes
(Rm129)

Too Faced updates the eye palette from the
best-selling Natural Eye. This eye palette features
three new sexy shades to achieve the smouldering
everyday look you wish to sport. The nine-shadow
palette is contained in a sleek tin with mirror and
three get-the-look guides for you to get started. The
Natural Eyes palette is also a Brides Magazine
beauty award winner for best shadow palette for
the Big Day! We especially love how there’s a
shade for everyone in this palette.

Isabelle Lancray,
Perfecting 24Hours
Detox Cream
(RM208 for 50ml)

As always, a good blank canvas intensifies
any look you’re about to achieve. This
intensive moisturizing 24-hour cream comes
with a light mineral sun protection for your
demanding lifestyle. Besides protecting
your skin from the daily impurities and
harsh sunrays, the cream is light to the
touch and does not leave a greasy feel
after application. This moisturizer is perfect
before applying any makeup on your face
to achieve a dewy glow.

Stila, Nude Interlude
Color Balm Lipstick
(RM 79)
Stila is known for its ultra creamy, hydrating
Color Balm Lipstick. Recently, it released a
new classic nude collection of three shades for
fair, medium and dark skin tones. Infused with
conditioning and cooling properties, this miracle
stick provides the full pigment of a lipstick but all
the moisturizing capabilities of a lip balm.

Tarte, Fake Awake Eye Set

(RM130)

This eye set is the ultimate makeup wakeup call for your peepers. This exclusive set
comes with the multitasking and ultra-hydrating maracuja C - brighter eye treatment
to visibly hydrate, firm and brighten the delicate eye area for a smooth, youthful
appearance as well as an Amazonian clay waterproof liner in sunstone brown, an
inner eye rim brightener to highlight under your brow bone to brighten and highlight
eyes for a fresh look, while the Amazonian clay smart mascara delivers a 406%
increase in lash volume instantly to brighten up your peepers! This is all you need to
make your eyes seem wide awake.
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Lifestyle
guide

We Have Moved

We are now located at
31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: +603 2093 2668, +603 2094 2668 Fax: +603 2093 6688
www.kl-lifestyle.com.my

Jasons Food Hall
is a favourite with shoppers, as it
offers an extensive range of fresh and
international food brands.
10am - 10pm daily.
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Pancake House International
Mid Valley Megamall, 1, Lingkaran
Syed Putra, Mid Valley City,
Kuala Lumpur

Rail Canteen
Unit D-GF-02, Sunway Nexis,
Jalan PJU 5/2
Petaling Jaya

03-2144 0059 . 13 Jalan Damai, off
Jalan Tun Razak . Halal . Casual Dining

Sheraton Imperial Hotel

03-2161 0616

4, Jln Delima,kl

Hotel . Halal . Private Dining

. 03-2692 2685

Hotel . Non-Halal . Private Dining

The Resort Cafe
03 - 7495 1888 . Lobby Level,
Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa
*Pork-Free Restaurant
Eight Gourmets Gala (EGG)
017 948 8684 . Suite G-01, Ground
Floor, Pinnacle Annexe, Persiaran
Lagoon, Bandar Sunway, 47500,
Selangor
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Kokufu

03-2782 6118

Seri Pacific Hotel Kuala Lumpur
03-4042 5555 Jalan Putra PWTC
Zende (Int’l), Kokufu (Jap), lounge to Chereza
From RM198++ to RM3,000 B5
www.seripacifichotel.com
Grand Hyatt Kuala Lumpur
03-2182 1234 Jalan Pinang
KLCC JP Teres (Malaysian),
THIRTY8 (International), Poolside
From RM550 - RM5610
www.kualalumpur.grand.hyatt.com

Istana Negara, Jalan Duta
Located along Jalan Duta, it is the official
residence of Malaysia’s king since Nov
11, 2011. Influenced by both Islamic
and traditional Malay architecture, this
unique structure is the latest addition to
the country’s architectural wonders.
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The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur
5 Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin, 50000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
03-2785 8000
www.majestickl.com

Tao (chi)

Aloft Kuala Lumpur Sentral
03-2723 1188
Jalan Stesen Sentral
Nook (International), MAI Bar (Bar
Menu), w xyz(SM) Bar (Cocktails &
Snacks) From RM270 - RM388
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/
alofthotels

Sama-Sama Hotel KLIA
03-8787 3333

.

Degrees (Int), Traveller’s Bar & Grill,
Palmz Lounge (Wn) From RM570++
www.samasamahotels.com

Flavours Restaurant (Int’l), Green
Treats Delicatessen (Int’l), T@ste 6
Restaurant (Int’l) From470+

.

Makana Restaurant
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Craft Complex
03- 2164 8344
Raja Chulan • 63, Jalan Conlay. •
Showcases ethnic handicrafts, batik
printing and pottery from the 13 states
of Malaysia. • Opens 9am- 6pm daily.
• E9 FREE
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Telekom Museum
03-2031 9966
Raja Chulan • Jalan Raja Chulan
• Displays interesting exhibits of
telephones and evolution of their
designs over the years.
• Opens 9am-5pm. Closed on Mondays
• E6 FREE

Sultan Abdul Samad Building
Masjid Jamek • Jln Sultan
Hishamuddin • Also known as the Big
Ben of KL, this historical landmark and
heritage building is well known for its
Moghul architecture dating back to
1897. Originally the offices of the Colonial
Secretariat, it then housed the Supreme
Court. • E5

PETRONAS Twin Towers
03- 2615 8188
KLCC • KL City Centre • The
88-storey Petronas Twin Towers stand at
451.9 metres. Seated in the heart of KL
and amidst a 50-hectare landscaped
park, a skybridge on the 41st floor is
open to visitors between 9am-7pm
daily, closed on Monday • D8

Bank Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery Sasana Kijang
No. 2, Jalan Dato Onn, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
Opening Hours: 10am to 6pm daily
For Enquiries Call: +603-9179 2742

University of Malaya Art Gallery (UMAG)
Tingkat 5, Bangunan Canseleri, Universiti Malaya, Petaling Jaya
Tel: 03-79671061
Opening Hours: 9.00am to 4.00pm
Closed on: Saturday and Sunday

Galeri Tenaga
Wisma TNB, Jalan Timur, Petaling Jaya
Tel : +603-2296 5566
Fax : +603-2282 3274
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday : 10 am – 3 pm.

KL Lifestyle Art Space

31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: +603 2093 2668, +603 2094 2668
Email: info@mediate.com.my
Open Monday - Friday, 10am - 7pm
(Closed on Weekends and Public Holidays)
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1 Agora Hotel
Tel: 2142 8133 F8
2 Alpha Genesis Hotel
Tel: 2142 6868 F7
3 Berjaya Times Square
Hotel & Convention Centre
Tel: 2117 8000 F8
4 Brisdale International
Hotel
Tel: 2694 8833 B6
5 Capitol Hotel
Tel: 22143 7000 F8
6 Carcosa Seri Negara
Tel: 2282 1888 F8
7 Cardogan Hotel
Tel: 2144 4883 F8
8 Concorde Hotel
Tel: 2144 2200 D7
9 Corona Inn
Tel: 2144 3888 F7
10 Coronade Hotel
Tel: 2148 6888 F8
11 Corus Hotel
Tel: 2161 8888 C9
12 Doubletree Hilton
Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 2172 7272 C10
13 Crown Regency Hotel
Tel: 2162 3888 D8
14 Crowne Plaza
Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 2148 2322 E8
15 Dorsett Regency Hotel
Tel: 2715 1000 F9
16 Dynasty Hotel
Tel: 4043 7777 A4
17 Equatorial Hotel
Tel: 2161 7777 E8
18 Federal Hotel
Tel: 2148 9166 F8
19 Fortuna Hotel
Tel: 2141 9111 F8
20 Grand Central Hotel
Tel: 4041 3011 B5
21 Grand Continental Hotel
Tel: 2693 9333 C5
22 Grand Millenium KL
Tel: 2141 8000 E8
23 Grand Pacific Hotel
Tel: 4042 2177 A5
24 Grand Seasons Hotel
Tel: 2697 8888 B6

25 Hilton KL
Tel: 2264 2264 G3
26 Hotel Istana
Tel: 2141 9988 E8
27 Hotel Maya Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 2711 8866 D8
28 Impiana KLCC
Hotel & Spa
Tel: 2147 1111 D8
29 JW Marriott Hotel
Tel: 2715 9000 E9
30 Kuala Lumpur 		
International Hotel
Tel: 2697 8833 B6
31 Le Meridien KL
Tel: 2263 7888 G3
32 Malaya Hotel
Tel: 2072 772 F5
33 Malaysia Hotel
Tel: 2142 8033 F8
34 Mandarin Oriental Hotel
Tel: 2380 8888 G6
35 Mandarin Court Hotel
Tel: 2273 9933 G6
36 Maradian Oriental Hotel
Tel: 2380 8888 D8
37 Melia Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 2785 2828 F8
38 Micasa All Suite Hotel
Tel: 2179 8000 D10
39 Midah Hotel KL
Tel: 2273 9999 G5
40 Mirama Hotel
Tel: 2148 9122 G6
41 InterContinental KL
Tel: 2161 1111 C9
42 Novotel Kuala Lumpur
City Centre
Tel: 2147 0888 E8
43 Olympic Sports Hotel
Tel: 2078 7888 F7
44 Pacific Regency
Hotel Suite
Tel: 2332 7777 D7
45 Parkroyal Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 2147 0088 F8
46 PNB Darby Park
Executive Suites
Tel: 7490 3333 D10
47 Prince Hotel &
Residence Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 2170 8888 D10

48 Quality Hotel
Tel: 2693 9233 C5
49 Renaissance
Kuala Lumpur Hotel
Tel: 2162 2233 D7
50 Residence Hotel
Tel: 2693 3333 C5
51 Ritz-Carlton
Kuala Lumpur Hotel
Tel: 2142 8000 F9
52 Seri Pacific
Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 4042 5555 B5
53 Shangri-La Hotel
Tel: 2032 2388 D7
54 Sheraton Imperial
Tel: 2717 9900 D6
55 Stanford Hotel
Tel: 2691 9833 B6
56 Swiss Garden Hotel
Tel: 2141 3333 F7
57 Swiss Inn Hotel
Tel: 2072 3333 G6
58 The Heritage
Station Hotel
Tel: 2273 5588 G5
59 The Legend Hotel
Tel: 4042 9888 B5
60 The Lodge
Tel: 2142 0122 E8
61 The Plaza Hotel
Tel: 2698 2255 C5
62 The Ritz-Carlton
Residences
Tel: 2142 9000 F9
63 The Royale Bintang
Tel: 2143 8000 F8
64 The Westin KL
Tel: 2731 8333 E9
65 The Zon All Suites
Residences on the Park
Tel: 2164 8000 C9
66 Traders Hotel
Tel: 2332 9888 D8
67 Tune Hotels.com
Tel: 7692 5888 C5
68 Vistana Hotel
Tel 4042 80000 A5

Shopping Malls:

H

9

10

1. Ampang Park
Tel: 03-2161 7006 C10
2. Avenue K
Tel: 03-2166 7888 C9
3. Berjaya Times Square
Tel: 1-300-888-988 E9
4. City Square
Tel: 03-2162 1566 C10
5. KL Sogo
Tel: 03- 2698 2111 D5
6. Kompleks Kotaraya
Tel: 03-2072 2562 F6
7. Lot 10
Tel: 03-2141 0500 F8

8. Low Yat Plaza
Tel: 03-2162 1176 F8
9. Maju Junction
Tel: 03-2772 8550 C5
10. Pertama Complex
Tel: 03-2691 6599 D5
11. Starhill Gallery
Tel: 03-2148 1000 F8
12. Sungei Wang Plaza
Tel: 03-2148 6109 F8
13. Suria KLCC
Tel: 03-2382 2828 D8
14. The Mall
Tel: 03-4042 7122 B5

15. The Weld
Tel: 03-2162 3580 E9
16. Yow Chuan Plaza
Tel: 03-2142 9701 C10

Getting around in Kuala Lumpur
is easy. The transit systems
are efficient, taxis are plenty
and buses are cheap. The public
transportation usage peak
hours are from 7am to 9am and
4.30pm to 6.30pm during the
working days.

RAIL TRANSIT NETWORK OF KUALA LUMPUR

By Transit systems
The KL monorail and LRT coaches are
air-conditioned and comfortable and run
from 6am to midnight. The systems are
connected to each other at several points
and the network covers most parts of the
city. Fares range from RM0.70 to RM2.80
per single journey.

By Taxis
Taxis are easily available at hotels or at
taxi stands. Fares start at RM3 for the
first kilometre and RM0.10 for every 115
metres thereon. There is a 50% surcharge on the metered fare from midnight to 6am and a baggage charge of
RM1 per piece stored in the boot. There
is also an additional RM1 for 3rd passenger (maximum 4 in a car). For an extra
charge of RM2, you can book a taxi by
phone.

By Ecovans
Ecovans can accommodate up to 5 passengers. They serve mainly guests at
major hotels and follow the fare structure
of taxis but charge RM4 instead of RM2
for the first kilometre.

By Buses
Buses serve all parts of Kuala Lumpur
with fares beginning from RM1. Some
hotels also offer free bus shuttle services
to major shopping malls in the city.

KL Hop-on/Hop-off Bus Service
Links you to 40 attractions around the
city with 22 designated stops. 8.30am
to 8.30pm. Ticket: RM38 with discounts
for locals, senior citizens, students and
children. 03-2691 1382

Getting to the Airport
KLIA Ekspres: The journey takes
about 30 minutes from KL Sentral and
the fare is RM35 per person per way.
There is also check-in facility at KL Sentral for some airlines.
Taxi: The fare from the city centre to
the airport is RM60 – RM90 per taxi.
Eco Transit: Eco Transit can accommodate up to 5 adults and has a fixed
fare of RM130/ trip.
Limousine: Can be arranged with
the hotel concierge and fare range from
RM100 – RM200.

Coaches To KLIA and/or LCCT
The 1-hour journey costs between RM9
and RM25 per person.
• Airport Coach - 03-8787 3894
• Sky Bus - 03-6201 2742
• Aerobus - 017-363 3255
• The Star Shuttle - 03-4043 8811

Transportation
Air Travel

• KL International Airport Sepang
03-8776 2000
• LCC Terminal - KLIA
03-8777 8888
• Domestic Airport - Subang
03-7846 7777
• KL CAT (City Air Terminal)
03-2267 8000

Domestic Airlines

• MAS 03-7843 3000
• MAS Reservation Number
1 300 88 3000
• AirAsia 03-8775 4000
• Berjaya Air 03-7846 8228
• FireFly 03-7845 4543
• Fly Asian Xpress (fax)
03-8660 4343

Rail

• KL Sentral 03-2274 7435
• KLIA Ekspres 03-2267 8000
• KTM 03-2267 1200
• Rapid KL 03-7625 6999
• KL Monorail 03-2273 1888

Car Rental

• Apex 03-2142 1926
• Avis 03-2142 0166
• Orix 03-2142 3009
• Hertz 03-2148 6433
• Mayflower 03-2279 1188
• Sintat 03-2145 7988

Taxis

• Radio Cab 03-9221 7600
• Airport Limo Meet & Greet
03-8787 3678
• Saujana Cab 03-2162 8888
• Comfort Taxi 03-8024 2727
• Eco Transit 03-5512 2266
• Supercab 03-7805 5333
• Outstation Taxi 03-2078 0213

Emergency Services

• KL Tourist Police (24 hours)
03-2166 8322
• Police & Ambulance
999 or 112 (mobile phones)
• Fire & Rescue 994
• KL City Council 03-2691 6011

Tourism Offices

• Malaysia 1-300-88-5050
• Tourism Centre (24-hour)
03-2164 3929
• Kuala Lumpur 03-2693 6661
• Penang 04-261 9067
• Johor 07-222 3591
• Terengganu 09-622 1433
• Sabah 088-248 698
• Sarawak 082-246 575
• Kedah 04-731 2311
• Pahang 09-747 7520

COFFEE TABLE BOOK

Now exclusively available for sale at
KLAS@Jalan Utara
For enquiries:
LYDIA TEOH +6019 260 9668 | SHAMILA +6019 333 7668 | info@mediate.com.my

31 Jalan Utara, 46200 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia
T: +603 2093 2668 | F: +603 2093 6688
www.kl-lifestyle.com.my

